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Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion; more particularly 


I. Authentick Accounts from Miniſters” and other creditable 
Perſons of the Revival of Religion in wur ſeveral Parts of 
New EXGLAND. 

II. Extracts of the moſt remarkable Pieces in the 20 WT, Hiſto- 
ries of Religion, and other Ae, PRINTED: both in 
England and Scotland. 

. Extracts of wRITTEN LETTERS both from Engiod, 

Scotland, New-Tork, New- erſey, Penſylvania, Scuth-Ca- 

rolina, and Georgia 'of a ref Igious Nature, as they ſhall be 

ſent hither from creditablePerfons and communicated to us. 

In Intervals of freſh Oceurences, and om other Otcafions, 
it is propoſed to give the Reader the #6 remartabl-Paſſages 
Flifterizal and Doctrinal, out of the moſt famous o p 
WIT ERS both of the Chuteh of England and Scotland 
from the Reformation, as alſo the f/: Settlers of New- 
England and their Children : that we may ſee how far their 

pious Principles and Spirit are at this Day revived ;. and 

| may alſo guard againſt all Extreams. 
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Advertiſement. 


* at the earneſt Deſire of many Perſons of Piety and 


Judgment, Lovers of the peculiarDoctrines Power 
and Practice of the Chriſtian Religion, as they were pro- 
moted by the purer Part of the old hurch of England from 
the Days of the Reformation, and by the renowned Settlers 
of NEw-ExGLAND ; who therefore heartily rejoyce to ſee 
and hear of theirRevival both in Great Britain & America; 
and for the Advancement of the Redeemer's Kingdom and 
Glory, that the pRESENT Work is undertaken : Which 
therefore will be wholly confined to Matters of Religion, 
and noAdvertiſement inſerted but of Books and Pamph- 
lets or other Things of a religious Importance. 

It will continue to be printed in the /ameForm, with the 


fame large Page as the preſent, and on good Paper & Cha- 


rafter; & at the End of the Near will be aTitle-Page & Index 
to the whole, for thoſe who may he diſpoſed to preſerve 
and bind them.---At theRate of /wo Shillings newTenor 
per Quarter, deliver d at any Houſe in Townunencloſed; and 
bd. new Tenor more per Quarter, inclos'd, ſeal'd, & directed. 
All that wou'd encourage the printing of this Paper, are 
deſired, as ſoon as they can to ſend theirSubſcriptions& Let- 
ters, free of arge, to the Publiſber, at his Father's the Reva. 
Mr. Prince's in Boſton : And in their Letters to direct us 
where to deliver or ſend their Paper & whether to encloſe 
or not. And if @ conſiderable Number of the Subſcribers 
wou'd pleaſe to ſend their IXS r QUaRTER's Pay with 
their SUBSCRIPTIONS; it wou'd be @ great Encouragement 
to go on with the Work, and enable us 19 it. 
Miniſters and other Perſons of Credit and of religious 
Diſpoſitions 1n the ſeveral Parts of the AmericanPlantati- 
ons where there has been a Revival of Religion, are de- 
fired to ſend heir Informations, as free of Charge as poſſible, 
to the Publiſher of this Paper: ſtudiouſly avoiding Per- 
ſonal Reflections and angry Controverſy, but relating 
plain & certain Facts and ſubſcribing their Names: Since 
to a nameleſs Relation of Matters of Faft, no wiſe Man 
can give any Credit; as he knows not but the Writer may 
be one of the leaſt creditable Perſons on Earth, and wou'd 


be known to be ſo, were his Name divulged, 


(3) 

& cold Water to a thirfly Soul, ſo is good News from 
a far Country: So Solomon obſerved in his Day; 
and ſo we find it in ours. And as the Church of 
ScoTLAND, for her ſound Doctrines and pious Spirit ex- 
preſs'd in the Writings of her eminent Divines, has been 
ever dear to New-England; the intelligent and good 
People here have always mourn'd for her Declenſions 
and Adverſities, and rejoiced to hear of her Revivals 
and Proſperities. And as our pious People were, laſt 
Summer, greatly refreſh'd with the glad Tidings arri- 
ved and reprinted here, of a remarkable Revival of Re- 
ligion at Cambuſſang; we doubt not they will be yet 
the more rejoiced to hear of the further Progreſs of that 
blefſed Work, at Kilfth and other Congregations There, 
in a ſurprizing Hiſtory juſt arrived. It was compoſed 
by the Reverend and Excelleat Mr. Robe, with great 
Modeſty, Care and Judgment; to which are added a 
few Notes in the Margin,--- and is as follows ---- 


A Faithful NARRATIVE of the Extraordinary Work of the 
SPIRIT OF GoD at Kilſyth and other Congregations in the 
Neighbourhood. 


By Ja. Rosx, A.M. Miniſter of the Goſpel at K:/th. 


The PREFACE. 
WER IS tranſporting and aſtoniſhing, that after all the 
WIS great and horrid Provocations we have given 
T W022 the moſt High in this Church and Land, by 
Fa : 3225 growing Deiſm and Infidelity, Carnality and 
Dan Profanity, Formality and Hypocriſy, our bitter 
ENV BY Envyings and unreaſonable Diviſions ; but 
moſt of all by a general rejecting of the bleſſed Son of God by 
Unbelief, and uſing Goſpel Ordinances contentedly without 
feeling the Power of them; the Lord hath been ſo far from ut- 
terly forſaking us, and making our Country deſolate by ſome 
deſtroying Judgment, that he is in Mrath remembring Mercy, 
and beginning manifeſtly to revive his Work, and help us in 
ſuch a Situation, as was become hopeleſs and helpleſs by any 
humane poſſible Means. 
There hath been a great and juſt Complaint amongſt godly 
Miniſters and Chriſtians of the __ Sort, who had ſeen _— 
2 2 
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Days, that for ſome Years paſt, there hath been a ſenſible De- 
cay as to the Life and Power of Godlineſs. Iniquity abounded 
and the Love of many waxed cold. Our Defection from the Lord, 
and Backſliding increaſed talt to a dreadful Apoſtacy, While 
the Government, Worſhip and Doctrine, eſtabliſhed in this 
Church were retained in Profeſſion ; there hath been an uni- 
verſa] Corruption of Life, reaching even unto the Sons and 
Daughters of God. Former Strictneſs as to Holineſs, and ten- 
derneſs of Life was much relaxed among both Miniſters and 
People of the better Sort: A formal Round of profeflional Du- 
ties was the Religion of the Profeſſors, and in this they reſted. 
As to the Multitude they were viſibly profane, and without 
any Senſe of Religion at all. Things were become ſo bad 
with us, that there were few, we the Miniſters of the Word, 
could comfort as Believers in Chriſt, and exhort to rejoice in 
Hope of the Glory of God, when we found them a dying. All 
this was obſerved by ſome, and looked upon as the Cauſe of 
God's Controverſy with us; and what they feared wou'd pro- 
voke him to ſend ſome deſolating Judgment, to avenge the 
Quarrel of his thus broken Covenant : And in this View they 
ave Warning as Occaſion offered. 

It is one of Satan's Devices, to engage ſome diſtreſſed Souls, 
to be deeply exercifed about thoſe Things which either are not 
their Sins, or among the leaſt of them ; that thereby he may 
divert them from minding their greateſt Sins, and thoſe which 
are the Cauſe of God's Controverſy with them. Some zealous 
good Men, both Miniſters and others, fell unwarily into this 
Snare. They looked upon ſomę Things of Miſmanagement 
in Government and Diſcipline, which others were diſſatisfied 
with as well as they, with ſuch Earneſtneſs, that they cried 
out againſt them as the moſt crying Sins, the Cauſe of the 
Lord's Controverſy with us, portending dreadful Judgments, 
and what corrupted the Church fo far as nothing could ſecure 
the Salvation of her Members, but coming out of her, and 
ſeparating from her. Hereby they were led to overlook what 
was our greateſt Evil, and the Cauſe of God's Controverſy 
with us, namely, the Corruption of the Lives of the Members 
of this Church, and that we had a Name to live, while we 
were in a great Meaſure dead, as to Faith, Love to God and 
one another, and other Branches of Holineſs, 

This unhappily filled the Heads and Mouths of the moſt of 
Profeſſors to ſuch a Degree, as to mind and caonyerſe about 

| nothing 
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nothing, even upon the Lord's-Day ; but Miniſters, Church- 
Tudicatories, and ſome other diſputable Things, far from the 
Vitals of Religion. The State of their Souls was much forgot- 
ten, and they were either diſaffected to their worthy Miniſters, 
and the Lord's Ordinances diſpenſed by them; or if they at- 
tended, they were diverted by thoſe Things from a Concern 
about their Regeneration, Converſion, and amending their Ways 
ond Doings, which were not good. Wherever our lamentable 
Diviſions prevailed, ſerious Religion declined to a Shadow. 

All this while we had a dead and barren Time. The Work 
of Converſion went but ſlowly and indiſcernibly on. The In- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit were reſtrained. The Lord's Pre- 
ſence was much withdrawn, and the Power of his Grace little 
exerted and pt forth ; ſo that the Goſpel had but ſmall Suc- 
ceſs, either for bringing Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, or for quickning 
and refreſhing real Chriſtians, Miniſters and godly Chriſtians, 
who obſerved theſe Things with Sorrow, were filled with 
Fears leſt the Lord had poured forth a Spirit of deep Sleep 
upon this Generation, and given unto his Servants the Com- 
miffion he gave unto the Evangelical Prophet Iſaiab, Ifa. vi. 
9, 10, II, 12. And he ſaid, Go, and tell this People, Hear ye 
indeed, but underſtand not; and ſee ye indeed, but perceive nat. 
Make the Heart of this People fat, and make their Ears heavy, 
and ſhut their Eyes: Leſt they ſee with their Eyes, and hear with 
their Ears, and underſtand with their Heart, and convert and be 
healed. Then ſaid I, Lord, How ling? And he anſwered, Until 
the Cities be waſted without Inhabitant, and the Houſes without 
2 and the Land be utterly deſolate, and the Lord have removed. 

| away, and there bs a great forſaking in the Miaſt of the 
Lal Seren Miniſters ET — their Fed, — 
ag d were afraid leſt theſe ſpiritual Judgments moſt frequent 
in New-Teſtament Times were inflicted upon many of them, 
and might be further (a). | 

Things being come to this Extremity, it was the Lord's 
Opportunity to glorify his Name in a Way ſurpriſing to us, 


— — — 
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(a) In this and in the Two finſi Paragraphs Mr. Robe as live- 
lily deſcribes the deploreable Declenſion of vital Religion 
in New- England, as well as Scotland; as continually la- 
mented by our elderly pious Miniſters in their publick 
Prayers, ànd Sermons both printed and wironted. = 


and 
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and peculiar to himſelf. We were going on frowardly in the 
Way of our Heart, notwithſtanding a. Variety of ſmiting Judg- 
ments and alluring Mercies ; he in his ſovereign Mercy and 
Goodneſs, hath begun to ſee our Ways and heal them. When 
nothing elſe could help and prevent our Ruin, and we were 
Proof againſt all other Diſpenſations; he hath viſited us with 
ſuch 2 Diſpenſation of his Spirit, as is ſufficient to do it, and 
which we pray that it may, and hope that it ſhall be general 
unto the whole Church and Land. This extraordinary Out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, whereby great Numbers of ſecure 
Sinners are awakened, and many of theſe converted, and filled 
with Faith, and more than ordinary Peace and Joy in Believ- 
ing, appeared firſt upon the 18th of February laſt, and con- 
tinues at Cambuſſang, a little Pariſh within four Miles of the 
South-Eaſt of Glaſgow. A well atteſted Narrative of this hath 
been publiſhed. | | 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that this ſenſible Preſence and Power of the Holy Ghoſt, hath 
not been confined to that highly favoured Pariſh: But began 
to viſit us upon the laſt Sabbath of April laſt, being the 25th 
Day of that Month, as it did alſo ſoon after ſeveral other Con- 
gregations lying to the North, North-Eaft and North-Mieſt of 
Glaſgow. This Work ſo extraordinary upon the Souls of many 
in theſe Congregations is the ſame with that at Cambuſlang. 
The Method of the Spirit's Operation 1s alike in all theſe Con- 
gregations; and the Effects of it upon the Bodies of the awa- 
kened, which have not been ſo common at other Times, are 
alſo much the ſame. | 

The Bodies of ſome of the Awakened are ſeized with Trem- 
bling, Fainting, Hiſteriſms in ſome few Women, and with 
convulſive Motions in ſome others, ariſing from that Appre- 
henſion and Fear of the Wrath of God, they are convinced 
they are under, and liable to becauſe of their Sins. They have 
a quick Apprehenſion of the Greatneſs and Dreadfulneſs of this 
Wrath before they are affected. 

Theſe Effects upon the Bodies of ſome of the Awakened 
have been objected againſt this Work, by many. And ſome 
have not been afraid to aſcribe it to the Devil, and to traduce 
the whole as Deluſion. - | 

As there were.the very ſame Appearances accompanying ſuch 
an Effuſion of the Holy Spirit in ſome of our American Colo- 
nies ; ſo the ſame Objetions were made againſt them, _ 
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have been made againſt, this Appearance of God among us. 
This hath occaſioned the Reverend and Judicious Mr. Ed- 
:vards, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Northampton in New-Eng- 
land to preach and publiſh a Sermon upon the diſtinguiſhing 
Barks of a Wark of the Spirit of God, wherein he ſatisfyingly 
anſwers and takes off the ſoreſaid Objections. It would be 
ſuperfluous and unneceſiary to anſwer apart after him, ſeein 
this Sermon hath been oftener than once reprinted in Nort 
Britain, and is and will be in as many Hands, as any other 
Anſwer probably can, with this Advantage, that by the ſur- 
priſing Direction of Providence it comes from one in a foreign 
Country, who preached and publiſhed it long before this Ap- 
pearance of the Faced in his Glory and Majeſty amongſt us. 

I cannot however forbear to obſerve and offer the following 
Remarks to the Reader. 

Firſt, That there are ſome who do not cry out in the Con- 
gregation, neither have any of the *foreſaid bodily Seizures, 
who have been under a Law- Work for ſome Months, and are, 
as far as we can know the State of another, ſavingly convert- 
ed: And there are others who have been under the ſevereſt 
bodily Diſtreſs, in whom the Work of Conviction and Con- 
verſion, as to the main Strokes of them, anſwer to the former 
as Face to Face in a Glaſs (5). Is it poſſible then that any 
thinking Perſon will conclude that all is Deluſion with the 
latter, meerly becauſe their Bodies were {ſtrangely diſordered, 
when they were at firſt awakened to feel themſelves in a State 
of Sin and Wrath, ſeeing there are the very ſame unconteſtible 
Evidences of the Convetton of the Laſt as there are of the Fire. 

zaly, There are few obſerving Perſons who have not ſeen 
fudden Fears, and great Sorrow upon worldly Grounds, cauſe 
Faintings, Hiſterick-Fits, Convulſions, bodily Agonies and 
Strugglings. The Apoſtle faith, J/orldly Sorrow worketh 
Death. hat Reaſon can be aſſigned, why legal Terrors and 
Fears, a ſtrong Apprehenſion of the Wrath of God in Perſons 
who know not but the Sentence of Condemnation may be 
executed upon them immediately, ſhould not have the like 
Effects upon their Bodies? Eſpecially con&dering that the 
Cauſe and Reaſons of their Fears are incomparably juſter and 
greater. Several of us Miniſters have long ere now ſeen Per- 
ſons diſtracted as Zeman was, with the Terrors of Gd. 


(5) Juſt ſo it has been in New-Eng/and, 


Zaly, 


- 1 N — N 
„ 2 * . * 4 . 
it. *- <PCOTL 4M 
: 2 N 4 * * 
. „ N * : * "of +... 4 * 4 


Ja, There is much Reaſon to conclude that the Work 
of God in cawerting many in ſeveral Parifhes in the Shire of 
Hire, and other Places of the V from 1625 to 1630 was 
attendef with much the fame Appearances as this now. It 
way calted the Stavarton'gickneſs by the Malignants, becaufe 
of the bodily Diſtreſs which accompanied it. I ſhall tranſcribe 
the ſhort Account which the Author of the Fulfilting e the 
Scripture gives of it, Page 264. © I muſt here inſtance a very 
© foleman, and extraordinary Outletting of the Spirit, which 
© about the Year 1625, and thereafter was in the Weſt of 
© Scotland, whilſt the Perſecution of the Church there, was hot 
© from the Prelatick Party. This by the profane Rabble of 
© that Time, was called the Stewarton Sickneſs ; for in that 
- © Pariſh firſt, but after through much of the Country, parti- 
«© cularly at Irvine, under the Miniſtry of the famous Mr. 
& Dict/o: was moſt remarkable; where it can be faid (which 
© diverſe Miniſters and Chriſtians yet alive can witneſs) that 
© for a conſiderable Time, few Sabbaths did paſs without ſome 
© eminently converted, and ſome convincing Proof of the 
© Power of God accompanying his Word ; yea that many 
© were ſo choaked and taken by the Heart, that thro” Terror, 
© the Spirit in ſuch a Meaſure convincing them of Sin, in 
hearing of the Word, they have been made to fall over, and 
© thus carried out of the Church, who afterward proved moſt 
© folid*andlively Chriſtians : And as it was known ſome of the 
© moſt groſs who uſed to mock at Religion, being engaged 
© upon the Fame that went abroad of ſuch Things, to go to 
© forme of theſe Parts where the Goſpel was then molt lively, 
© haye been effectually reached before their Return, with a 
© viſible Change following the ſame. And truly, this great 
© Spring-Tide, which I may ſo call, of the Goſpel, was not of 
© 2 ſhort Time, but for ſome Years Continuance : Yea, Thus 
© like a ſpreading Moor- burn, the Power of Godlineſs did ad- 
© yarice from one Place to another, which put a marvellous 
© Lufſtre on theſe Parts of the. Country, the Savour whereof 
< bro*t, many from other Parts of the Land to ſee the Truth of 
© the ſame. The Similitude & Likeneſs of this Work amongſi 
us unto that referred to, ſeems evident; and can theſe bodily 
Effects mentioned be juſt Grounds of Objection againſt this 
Work now, and not alſo againſt the other? 


(To be continucd.), 
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The Rev. Mr. Ropz's Preface finiſhed, 
J is not to be forgotten, that in N- England, 


where Hundreds were affected in their Bodies, the 
ſame Way ſeveral with us are; the moſt Part of 
thoſe who were thought to be convicted, have continued now 
for ſame Years to profeſs ſerious Religion, and to practiſe it 
without returning to their former Follies. And ſhall we not 
hope the ſame of theſe converted amongſt us, ſeeing alſo they 
have continued for ſeveral Months or Weeks, ſince they ap- 
peared to be converted, in a defiteable Way? Eſpecially 
when ſome Parts of the moſt refined and uncommon Morality 
have been practiſed by them, of which ſome Inſtances may be 
given in the following Narrative. 

I forbear to give Inſtances from the Holy Seriptures, of 
Things exactly ſimilar to theſe bodily Diſtreſſes in our Caſe, 
ſeeing T have already referred to Mr. Edwards's Sermons. 
Only it is ſurpriſing, that ſome reaſon, as if they had never 
read the Hiſtory in the 24. of the As, or the 71 or 
Felix trembling, and of the Converſion of the holy Apoſtle 
Paul; and as if they found in their Bibles poſitive Declarati- 
ons, that the Lord would never to the End of the World, 
ſuffer Sinners to cry out, tremble, faint, or fall down aſto- 
niſhed, under a Work of Conviction, and Apprehenſion of his 

C. Juſt and dreadful Wrath, 
Laſt , 


— 
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Laſtly, I ſeriouſly beg of any who are prejudiced againſt 
this Diſpenſation of God's extraordinary Grace, and look 
upon it as Deluſion, that they 'I ſhew themſelves fo charitable 
and good, as to direct me and other Miniſters what we ſhall 
anſwer diſtreſſed Perſons of all Ages, who come to us crying 
bitterly that they are Joſt and undone, becauſe of Unbe- 
lief and their other Sins; hat ſhall we do to be ſaved? And 
as a young Girl about Twelve, who had been in Diftreſs for 
ſome Time, called for me to a ſeparate Place in a Houſe where 
J was, and aſked me with great Sedateneſs, Nhat /hall I do 
to get Chriſt? Shall we tell them they are not Chriſtleſs 
and Unconverted, when we evidently fee many of them to be 
ſuch ? Shall we tell them that their Fear of the Wrath of 
God is all but Deluſion, and that it is no ſuch dreadful Thing 
as they need to be ſo much afraid of it? Shall we tell Per- 
ſons lamenting their Curſing, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, 
and other Immoralities, That it is the Devil who makes them 
now ſee theſe Evils to be offenſive to God, and deſtructive to 
their Souls? Shall we tell them who under the greateſt Un- 


eaſineſs enquire of us, What they ſhall do to get an Inte- 


„ reſt and Faith m Jeſus Chriſt, That Satan is deluding 
them, when they have or ſhew any Concern this Way? In 
fine, Shall we pray and recommend ' it to them, to pray to 


God to deliver them from ſuch Deluſions? It would be 


worſe than Devik/þ, to treat the Lord's ſighing and groaning 
Prifoners at this Rate. And yet ſuch Treatment is a natural 
Conſequence of reckoning this the Work of the Devil, and 
a Deluſion. 

There are only two other Objections I ſhall endeavour to 


take off becauſe they are popular, and have reached even un- 


to us. 

The firſt is taken from the Notoriety and Obſervableneſs 
of this Work. They object that it cannot be the Work of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and any real true Converſion which is ſo open 
to publick Notice, and makes ſo much Noiſe ; for our Lord 
faith, Luke xvii. 20. The Kingdom of God cometh not with 
Obſervation. | a | 

t is Matter of Wonder, that this Objection ſhould have 
its Riſe from them who ſhould be able, and careful to look 
beyond the Tranſlation to the Original: And if they have, 
It's not conſiſtent with Honeſty, to make ſuch an Objection; 
ſeeing they cannot but know that the Gree# Word _— ” 
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fuch EARTHLY Pomp, Grandeur of Equipage, and Atten- 
dance wherewith carthly Kings uſed to make their publick 
Appearances ; or as our Franſlators give the Word otherwiſe 
upon the Margin, with outward Shaw. Beza's Note upon 
this Scripture, is both ſhort and good, and therefore I give 
the Meaning of it rather in his Words than my own. ** The 
« Kingdom of God cometh not with Obſervation, That is, With 
e any outward Pomp and Shew of Majeſty to be known by: 
For there were otherwiſe many plain and evident Tokens, 
«« whereby Men * pave underſtood, that Chriſt was the 
«« Meſſias, whoſe Kingdom was fo long looked for: But he 
c ſpeaketh in this Place of thoſe Signs which the Phariſees 
«© dreamed of, who looked for an EARTHLY Kingdom of 
«« the Meffias.” Our Lord doth not in the leaft infinuate, 
that the Coming of the Kingdom of God in the Converſion 
of Fews and Gentiles, was to be filently ſet up without Noiſe 
and unobſerved, for this would have been contrary to Fact. 
Did not the Spirit's Work of Converſion at Samaria quickly 
reach the Ears of the Church at Feruſalem ? Were not the 
Converſions from Paganiſm to Chriſtianity with Obſervation ? 
Is any notoriouſly profane and wicked Perſon in any Congre- 
cation convicted, and his Life reformed without Obſervation ? 
The Remark of the Rev. Mr, Cooper in his Preface to Mr. 
Edwards's Sermon formerly quoted, is very juſt : After men- 
tioning the uncommon Appearances accompanying this Work; 
He ſays, „If it were not thus, the Work of the Lord would 
not be ſo much regarded and ſpoken of; and fo God would 
not have ſo much of the Glory of it: Nor would the Work 
6 itſelf be like to ſpeed fo faſt ; for God hath evidently made 
© Uſe of Example and Diſcourſe in carrying it on. May 
a ſovereignly gracious God make his Work ſoon appear to his 
Servants through the whole Land, and his Glory unto their 
Children. May the heavenly Influence like Lightning fly from 
Congregation to Congregation, alarming every unconverted 
Sinner, and filling their Hearts and Lips with importunate 
Enquiries, hat ſhall we do to be ſaved ? 

The ſecond Objection is taken from thoſe called Camzars, 
a Part of the barbaroufly perſecuted and oppreſſed Prateftants 
in France after the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. They 
appeared in the Cevennes, a barren and deſert Country. There 
were @ Number among them who pretended to Inſpiration : and 
if the Accounts we have of them be genuine, by that Inſpi- 
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ration they gave Exhortations to Repentance, and faretold 
ſeveral Things which the Event hath proved falſe (c). Other 
Things are reported of them that there is Reaſon to believe 
were fiftious, Many of them came over to Lenden about 
and after the Year 1702. The Hiſtory of whom was given 
in Engliſh by one Lacy, which hath been handed about here by 
ſome Enemies to this Mort of God, They were under fre- 
quent bodily Agitations, Convulſions and extraordinary Mo- 
tions; and it is pretended that their Caſe is the fame with 
ours, and ſeeing they were under Deluſion, this muſt be 
a Deluſion alſo, 

To ſatisfy ſuch who have been practiſed upon; I would 
have them to obſerve t, that as thoſe bodily Agitations are 
1 Evidence of Perſons being under any Operations of the Sirit 
ef God, elſe all the Perſons under Convulſions, Cramps, Hiſ- 
teriſms, &c, would be ſuch ; ſo upon the other Hand they are 
#9 Evidence that theſe thus affęcted are under a Spirit of Delu- 
ian: For ſeveral of the Prophets of old had ſometimes ex- 
traordinary Motions upon their Bodies; and many have them 
in the Way of bodily Diſeaſes, which Phyſicians ſay proceed 
from natural Cauſes, So that the Bodily Agitations conſidered 
in themſelves, are no Symptoms of Perſons being under the In- 
fluence either of a good or had Spirit. 

There is the greate/t Diſparity & Unlzikeneſs between theCaſe 
of the Camizars and theſe affected among us. TheCamixars had 
their bodily Agitations from a ſupernatural Power, as they de- 
clare in the foreſaid Book of Lacy's. The Diſtreſſes upon the 
Bodies of our People proceed in a natural May from the great 
Fear of God's Wrath wherewigh their Minds are ſeized becauſe 
of a State of Unbelief they are deeply convinced of, The 
Camigar pretendęd Inſpiratian; & if what they declared of them- 
ſelves be true, they under/{ood not fametimes what they uttered, 
neither did they remember it afterwards : Their Organs were 
moved and uſed in Speaking, by ſome ſupernatural Power, 
without their own Will and Influence of their naturalPowers. 
None of our People ever pretended in the leaſt to Inſpiration; 
they give 4 rational Account of themſelves, tnow and remember 
what they ſay and do. The Camizars continued any Years 
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under their bodily Agitations whenever their pretended Inſpi- 
rations ſeized them; and theſe did not proceed from any Appre- 
hen/ion of the HYrath of Ged due to them becauſe of their Sint. 
Our People are delivered from theſe bodily Diſtreſſes, which 
do nat return upon them again, when they are delivered from 
their Fears. Among the Camixars their pretended inſpired 
Teachers were only affected, and that while they were uttering 
their Revelations, Amongſt «5 only ſome of our Hearers, who 
thro” the Power of the Healy Spirit, are by the Word convinced 
of their Sin and Danger. The Exhortations of the Camizars 
to Repentance and Amendment of Life, were without 
Mixture of the Goſpel concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and the Prin- 
ciples, Means, and Motives to Repentance revealed therein. (4) 
In ours a Work of Conviction is diſtinctly carried on to a 
Work of ſaving Converſion in many, according to the Doctrine 
of the Gofpel, and by the Influence thereof. 

After this fair Stating of the Difference between the Cami- 
zars and the ſpiritually Diſtreſs'd among us, I leave it to the 
impartial Reader to judge whether there is the leaſt Shadow of 
Reaſon to compare this Work to the Deluſion of theCamizars. 
And if it be not the moſt unfair Dealing to do fo ina general 
Way to the ſtumbling of weak People; while they themſelves 
cannot but know if they look'd at all into the Hiſtory of thoſe 
People, that there is no fuch Likeneſs between their Caſe and 
that of ours as to warrant the Objection. There are now, 
bleſſed be the Lord, many Inſtances in ſeveral Corners of this 


« pretended French Prophets hold forth at Landon about the 
s Year 1710: And in his Diſcourſe, there was no Method, no- 
© thing #nfru#ive, nothing ſearching ; nothing bur webement 
© Outcries, expreſſed in GENERAL TERMS — as Repent, Re- 
« pent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand, or the Fudgments 
* of GOD will ſuddenly come down upon you, &c. without any 
© Explication of the Nature of true Repentance, or ſaving 
* Faith; nor any Thing aboutOriginalSin,norot theDeceits of the 
* Heart,nor of Faftificatien,nor of the Work of Convition or Re- 
generation; nor anyExplication of any Part of the G bel cbm 
* of Redemption by the Mediation, che Sacrifice, theRighteouſneſs , 
? che faterceſfon, the Word and the Sp181T of Cukisr. 
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Church, of a ſaring Work of Converſion, witneſſing that this 
is che Work of the Spirit of God, and that the Kingdom of 
God is come nearer to us than ever. | 


[The next eleven or twelve 1 nm being an Addreſs o he 
Brethren of the Seceſſion in Scotland, we omit ; and go on with 
the reſt of the Preface. ] my Oey" 


T had a prevailing Inclination from the Beginning, with all 
the Exactneſs I was capable of, to obſerve every Thing that 
paſt ; and with the moſt ſcrupulous Niceneſs, to examine every 
uncommon Circumftance, and to take down Notes of what 
appeared to me moſt material. I was encouraged and directed 
in this by ſome of great Judgment, and who juſtly have Influ- 
ence upon me. This hath iſſued in a JOURNAL of what was 
moſt obſervable in the Caſe of many in this Congregation ; 
who have applied to me from Time to Time, for Inſtruction 
and Direction under their ſpiritual Diſtreſs (e). 

The judgment & Deſire of Friends I value, have had conſide- 
rable Weight with me to eſſay the following Narrative, with a 
Dependance upon the divine Aſſiſtance, and as the Lox ſhall 
permit. The Omiſſion of our worthy Forefathers to tranſmit 
to Pofterity, a full and circumſtantial Account of the Conver- 
ſion of 500 by one Sermon at the Kirk of Shots in the Yeat 
1630 ; and of the Beginning and Progreſs of the extraordinary 
Qut-letting of the Holy Spirit in the Weſt of Scotland alread 
mentioned, I have heard much complained of and lamented. 
And I cannot but think that if after ſuch Complaints we are 
guilty of the ſame Neglect, we ſhall be more Blame-worthy 
before Gor, our own Conſciences, and Poſterity. 

But that which moſt of all prevails with me is, that as I in 
the moſt expreſs and deliberate Manner I can, defign and in- 
tend it to the Praiſe and Glory of Gop, renouncing all other 
Ends contrary to this; ſo I am perſuaded it will by his Bleſſing 
contribute to it. 5 


5 
4 
— — —_ 
— 2 


ci) It is earneſtly wiſh'd by many, that all otber Mlniſtert, where 
Religion is revived, wou d like wiſe apply PR to write 
exact Journars of the Riſe and Progreſs of this Work a- 


mong their People; for à ſtanding Teſtimony to the Glory 
of Gon. | 


Every 
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Every godly One into whoſe Hands it may come, will doubtleſs 
find Matter of Praife from it to the LRD. Others who la- 
boured under Miſtakes about this Work, through Prejudices 
from Opinions they have entertained as to the Manner wherein 
the Lok D might come to revive his Work in this Church ; 
may poſſibly when they hear theſe Things, hold their Peace, 
and glorify Gop, ſaying, then hath Got alſo granted Repen- 
tance unto Life unto our Brethren whom we hated” : As the 
Apoſtles & Church of Feruſalem did when they heard of the Con- 
verſion of the deſpiſed Gentiles, And doubtleſs others when 
they hear of the LoRDy's bringing ſo many of Zion's Priſoners 
out of the fearful Pit and miry Clay, and putting a new 
in their Mouths,even Praiſe to our God ; ſhall by his Grace 
be brought to fear and truſt in the LorD. 

But Praiſe to our Gop, for theſe his mighty Acts, is not to 
be confined to the Generation wherein they appear. Poſterity 
| ſhall reap the Benefit of them, and it is our Duty to tranſmit 
the Hiſtory of them to Poſterity, that they may reap'the greater 
Benefit by them, and praiſe the Loxp more diſtinctly for 
them. It would be a Contempt of theſe wonderful Works 
which Gop hath made to be had in Remembrance, if they 
ſhould be buried in Oblivion, fo as not to be known by thoſe 
who live in after Ages. One Generation ſhould praiſe his 
Works to another, and ſhould declare his mighty Acts. This 
we are expreſly commanded to do, that after Generations may 
put their Truſt in Gop and praiſe him. Pſal. cii. 18. Thes 
Hall be written for the Generation to come, and the People which 
ſhall be created fhall praiſe the Lord. Plal. Jxxviii. 5, 6, & 7. 
For he eftabliſhed a Teſtimony in Facob, and appornted.a L in 
Iſrael, which he.commanded our Fathers, that they ſhould make 
them hnown to their "Children. That the Generutim to come 
might know them, even the Children which ſhould be Born > 
Who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their Children - that 
they might ſet their Hope in GOD, and not forget the 
IVORKS of GOD. | 

In this Narrative. I propoſe to give an Account of this ſur- 
priſing Diſpenſation of Grace, in the Beginning, Progreſs and 
various Circumſtances of it, with the ſtricteſt Regard to Truth 
in all the Exactneſs I can. A poliſhed Stile is not to be expec- 
ted from one, who muſt redeem Time from Eating and Sleep- 
ing to carry it on. To write intelligibly is all Laim at. I 
have no View of Leiſure to publiſh above a Sheet of it — a 
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Week or Fortnight, and this is the Reaſon why it is not emit- 
ted at once. To ſerve the Truth and the Intereſts of Reli- 
gion, and to ſatisfy the longing Curioſity of them, who are 
iving Zion's KING no reſt until he make his Jeruſalem a 
raiſe in the midſt of the Earth, are what I intended. 
May the HoLy SPiriT whoſe Work upon the Souls of 
many 1s to be narrated, accompany the Narrative with his 
werful Influences; that it may promote the REDEEMER's 
tereſt, and make every Reader feel by his ſaving Operations 
that he is indeed come in an uncommon Way of Grace. And 
may this whole Church, and all the Ends of the Earth ſee 
greater Things than theſe. Amen. 


Kilſyth, July 29th, 1742. 


7. ROB. 
(The Rev. Mr. RoBt's Narrative will be begun in our next.) 


In No. I. Page 8. line 19. read evidently converted. 


” 1 £& © 8 48 &7 x7 3 2949. . 


This Day is Publiſhed, 


IVINE Influence the true Spring of the extraordinary Work, in 

ſeveral Places in the Weft of Scotland, #Iuftrated in a Letter 

from the Rev. Mr. ALExXANDERWEBSTER, one of theMinifters of the 

City of Edinburgh, to a Gentleman in the Country. Sold by Kneeland 

and Green in Queenſtreet. 

And as there is a remarkable Uniformity in the York of GOD, as 

it has appeared there and in this Country; ſo this Performance is ex · 

cellently ſuited to vindicate it from many of the Objection made ag ainſt it 

am ing Us ; and is wrote in ſo ſcriptural and rational, ſo maſterly ani 

polite a Manner, that it is not doubted but it will be read with Approba- 
tion by the judicious and unpreju dic ed. 
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A faithful Na RRATIVE of the extraordinary Work of 
the Sy1R1T of Gop, at Kilſyth, and other Congre- 
gations in be Neighbourbood, 


, HE Town and Pariſh of K;/fth formerly and ordina- 
rily until of late, called Moniabroch, are ſituate be- 
tween the River of Kelvin, running upon the South 

Side of the ſaid Pariſh, and the River of Carron running upon 

the North Side; and the Shire of Stirling upon the South Side 

thereof, where it joins with the Shire of Dumbarton, The 

Town of K:l/yth itſelf ſtands at near an equal Diſtance from 

the City of Glaſgow upon the Sauth- IA, Falkirk upon the 

Eaſt, Stirling upon the North, and Hamilton upon the South; 

upon the King's Highway, where it croſſeth to theſe Towns : 

It's Diſtance from them being about ine Miles. 3 

The People of the ſaid Pariſh, being above eleven Hundred 
examinable Per ſons, are for the moſt Part of a diſcreet and to- 
wardly Diſpoſition. I was ſettled among them in the Year 

1713: They have lived peaceably with and carried dutifully 

towards me; The moſt Part of them have attended upon pub- 

lick Ordinances and Means of Inſtruction as well as any — 
them. The moſt of them, who are about or under 40 Tears, 
have attained ſuch a Meaſure of Knowledge of the Principles 
of Religion as renders them inferior ts few of their Station and 
ucation. | | 
For 
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For ſevaral Years they appeared to profit under Goſpet- 
Ordinances by the Blefling of the LoR D upon them. In De- 
cember 1732 and January 1733, the Loxp viſited us with a 
diſtrefling Calamity and heavy Judgments. There were many 
of the elder Sort carried off by a Pluretick Fever, after a few 
Days Illneſs. Upwards of 60 were in the Space of three Meets 
buried in our Church-Yard. What made this Diſpenſation 
more threatning was, that the moſt religious and judicious 
Chriſtians in this Congregation, were remov'd from us thereby. 
This made me fear ſome dreadful Evil to come upon the ſur- 
viving Generation. I publiſhed to the Praiſe and Glory of 
Gop, and with thankful Acknowledgments to his Mercy and 
Power, that I enjoyed then a State of Health and Strength 
uncommon to me, as I do at this Time, tho” I travelled from 
Morning till late at Night all the Days of the Week, among 
the Sick and Dying. 

After this the State of Religion declin'd, and grew every 
Year worſe with us. Our Societies for Prayer came gradually 
to nothing. The younger Sort attained indeed to Knowledge, 
took up a Profeſſion, and Numbers of them were yearly added 
to the Communicants : But I could obſerve little of the Power 
of Godlineſs in their Lives, that was ſatisfying to me. As to 
the elder Sort, thoſe of them who were Graceleſs and Chriſt- 
leſs, went on in their former Sins and Careleſneſs, without 
any Appearance of a Change to the Better : 'Thofe who were 
Profeſſors ſeemed ſenſibly to degenerate into a Negligence and 
Indifterency about ſpiritual Things, and ſome of them into 
Drunkenneſs and other Vices. 

Upon the 27th of June 17 33, about and after Mid-day, be- 
ing Wedneſday, there was ſuch a dreadful Storm of Thunder, 
Hail and Rain, as no Man living had ever ſeen. The Fire 
burnt a Woman and Child, but both their Lives were pre- 
ferved ; while a Cat was killed at one of her Feet, & a Pitcher 
with ſome other Things were broke to Pieces at the other. 
The Hail was incredibly big; ſome of it, which I meaſured 
myſelf, was three Inches round. It deſtroy'd much of the Corn 
to the Eaſt of the Town of Xilhthb. The Flozds came from 
the Mountains ſo great and rapid, that they carried down 
Stones a great Way into the Plain lying be- north the Town of 
Kyl/yth, and theſe of prodigious Bigneſs. There were ab 
a Thouſand Cart-Loads of them, and many two cr three Ell 
in depth and thickneſs. Some Houſes were carried * 
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200d Number of Cattle drowned, and the moſt of the Corn in 
the low Grounds deſtroyed. The Loſs of the Pariſh was mo- 


derately computed at a Thouſand Pound Sterling. Yet I could 


not obferve any one Perſon amended by it, or ſeeking to the 
LoRD for all this. 

When our unhappy Diviſions broke out, only about ter or 
twelve deſerted my Miniſtry. They were of no Conſiderati- 
on, as to ſerious Religion, or even Knowledge, except one, 
who ſome Time fince ſaw his Error and returned. Yet tho” 
the Body of the People were not garried away by this Evil, 
they were ſo bewitched as to incline to the ſeparating Side, 
and were ſo taken up with diſputable Things; that little Con- 
cern about thoſe of the greateſt Importance could be obſerved 
among them. All the Societies for PRAYER were then given 

I gave fair and open Warning from the firſt Appearance 
of the Diviſion againſt it. I continually inſtructed them in 
the evil, and dreadful Conſequences of it. Tho? ſuch Warn- 
ings were not well reliſhed by many, yet I am perſwaded the 
Lord bleſſed them, to preſerve the Body of the Congregation 
out of thoſe dangerous Paths ; and I know ſeveral of them 
are now ſenſible of Gop's Mercy and Goodneſs to them in 
this. By the Power of Gop accompanying his Ordinances, 
Life was kept in the few who were made alive to Gop, 
through JESUS CHRIST; and others had Knowledge, begun 
and increaſed as a Foundation laid before-hand for this Work 
of the HoLy SPIRIT. 

Under the late Dearth, this People ſuffered greatly; the 
Poor were numerous, and many eſpecially about the Town 
of Kilſyth, were at the Point of ſtarving : Yet, as I frequently 
ov/er;ed to them, I could not ſee any one turning to the 
Loxp who ſmote them, or crying to him becauſe of their 
Sine, while they howled upon their Beds for Bread. Inſtead 
of this, Theft and other Immoralitics brake forth and increa- 
ſed to a terrible Height. The Return of Plenty had no better 
Influence upon us; but we were going on frowardly in the Il ay 

of our own Heart, when the LoRD came to ſee our Mays and 
heal them, by this uncommon Diſpenſation of his Grace. All this 
hath been Narrated, that every one may obſerve the ſovereign 
Freedam and Riches of Grace, in viliting after this Sort ſo ſin- 
ful, degenerate, and ungainable a People. Surely nt for our 
Sales, but his own holy Name' Sake he hath done it; that we 
may now be aſhamed and r for our evil Ways. 
2 | In 
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In the Year 1740, I began to preach upon the Doctrinę of 
REGENERATION. The Method I followed by the divine 
Direction, was fr/? to preſs the Importance and Neceſſity of it, 
which I did from Job. iii. 3. Except a Man be born again, he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of GOD. Next I ſhewed the Myferi- 
oi ſneſs of the Way and Manner of the Hol v Sp1r1T in effec- 
ting it from Jahn iii. 8. The ind blaweth where it liſteth, 
and thou hearęſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth : So is every one that is born of the 
SPIRIT, I proceeded thirdly, to explain and apply the vari- 
ous Scripture Views and Expreſſions of it: As (firſt) being Born 
again, from the forequoted, Fohn iii. 3. (Secondly) a ad? 
rection, from Rev. xx. 6. Bleſſed and holy is he, that hath Part 
in the fir/t-Reſurrettion. (Thirdly) a new Creation, from Eph. 
ii. 10. For we are his Workmanſhip created in CHR1sT JESUS 
unto good Works, ( Fourthly) ChRIST's Congueſt of the Sinner 
to himſelf, from P/al. cx. 3. Thy People ſhall be willing in 
the Day of thy Power. (Fifthly) theCircumzi/ion of the Heart, 
from £&zek. xliv. 9. Thus ſaith the Lox D Gop, ns Stranger 
uncircumciſed in Heart, nor uncircumciſed in Flaſb, ſhall enter. 
into my Sanctuary, of any Stranger among the Children of Iſrael. 
"This was alſo intended to ſhew the Neceſſity of Regeneration, 
in order to the receiving the Lord's Supper worthily, to be 
diſpenſed in the Congregation about that Time, Here this 
Project was interrupted until the End of laſt Year ; when I 
reſuming it preached Regeneration as it is, (Sixthiy) the taking 
away the ſtony Heart, and the giving the Heart of Fleſh, from 
Exek. xi, 19, (Seventhly) The putting of GopD's Law in ths 
Mind, and writing it in the Heart, from Heb. viii. 10. : 

I ſometimes could obſerve that the Doctrine of theſe Ser- 
mons was acceptable to the Lord's People, and that there was 
more than ordinary Serlouſneſs in hearing them, yet could ſee 
no further Fruit. But now I find that the LoxÞp who is in- 
finitely wiſe, and knoweth the End from the Beginning, was 
preparing ſome for this uncommon Diſpenſation of the Sy1R1T 
that we looked not for; and that others were brought under 
Convictions, iſſuing by the Power of the Higheſt in their real 


Converſion, and in a filent Way. | | 
When the News was firſt brought me of the extraordinary 
Out-pouring of the Hol V GHos r at Cambuſlang, I rejoiced 
at them. I prayed continually for the Continuance of it there, 
and that the Lox p would thus viſit us in theſe Hounds; _ 
than pany 
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ſpake of it ſometimes to the Congregation, which was not 
without ſome good Fruit, as I have learned ſince, Partieu- 
larly I was informed by the Miniſter of Cambuſſang and another 
reverend and very dear Brother, that a young Man from the 
Pariſh of Falkirk, who had been awakened at Cambuſlang, and 
was in a hopeful Condition, ſaid, that the Occafion of his 
coming there, was his hearing me the Sabbath immediately 
preceeding, praiſe the Appearance of the Loxp at the foreſaid 
Place, and that this ſtrongly inclined him to go thither. 

There were few of the People under my Charge, went to 
Cambuſſang, notwithſtanding of what they heard me ſay of it. 
Some of the better Sort went once or twice: But I ſcarce 
heard of any who needed moſt of the Work of the Comfor- 


ter to convince them of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment, 


that went there until the 13th of May; when there were a 
good many, but came all away as far as I knew them, without 
any deep or laſting Impreflions upon them. It was Matter of 
Diſcouragement to me, when I heard that my Brethren in 
Cumbernauld, Kirkintilloch, Calder, and Campſie, had ſeveral 
Perſons in their Pariſhes awakened at Cambuſlang ; and that I 
had not one, fo much as the leaſt touched to my Knowledge. 
What appeared the maſt hopeful was, that there appeared @ Con- 
cern more than ordinary among the Hearers of the Goſpel, and- 
that there were Propoſals for ſetting up Societies for Prayer, 
which had been long intermitted. [Ide 
Upon the Thurſday Evening, being the 1 5th of April laſt, 
the Rev. Mr. John Milliſan, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dundee, 
came to my Houſe in his Return from Cambuſſang, whither he 
went the Saturday before. I deſired him to preach to us upon 
the Friday Morning, which he readily complied with, a great 
Multitude of People met, tho* the Warning was very ſhort. 
He preached a diſtinct, plain and moving Sermon from Pſal. 
xl. 2, 3. He brought me up alſo out of an horrible Pit, out of 
the miry Clay, and ſet my Feet upon a- Rack, and eſtabliſhed my 
Goings : And he hath put a new Song in my Mouth, even Praiſe 
to aur God : Many ſball ſee it, and fear, and ſhall truſt in the 
Lord. Several of theſe now awakened, date their firſt ſerious 
Concern about their Souls from their hearing this Sermon, and 
the Bleſſing of the LoxD upon it. | 
The following Sabbath J entered upon the View of Regenera- 
ton, as it is expreſſed, Gal. iv. 19. My little Children, of whom 
4 travail in Birth again until CR ISH be formed in you. I had 
more 
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more than ordinary Tenderneſs in reading of that Text, and 
could ſcarce do it without Tears and Emotion. I obſerved 
much Seriouſneſs among the Hearers. FS 

' Laft Sabbath of April being the 25th. One NMoman was a- 
wakened in this Congregation to a very diſtreſſing Sight of her 
Sin and Danger thereby. She lived in the Pariſh of Campſie, 
which lyeth to the /Ye/tward of this Pariſh. She was obſerved 
by ſome, under great Uneaſineſs in the Congregation, but made 
no Out-cry : She went away when the Congregation; way 
diſmiſs'd, but was not able to go far; ſhe was found ſoon in the 
Field in great Diſtreſs, and crying out, what fhe ſhould do to be 
faved: ſhe was brought back to me, and I converſed with her 
all that Eveniug in the Preſence of ſeveral judicious Perſons. 
She fainted once or twice: I obſerved every Thing narrowly 
and exactly about her, becauſe it was a new Thing to me, and 
I knew the Objections made againſt the Work at Cambuſſang. 
She ſeem'd to be a healthy Woman, and about twenty Years of 
Age: ſhe ſaid that in hearing the Sermon ſhe was made to ſee 
that ſhe was unlike JesUus CHRISTTH, and like the Devil, and 
in a State of Unregeneracy. She had ſtrong Impreſſions of the 
Greatneſs of the I/rath of Gop, ſhe was lying under and lyable 
to. She went away compoſed and calm in a hopeful Conditi- 
on ; ſhe continued many Weeks, now and then muchdiſtreſs'd ; 
but hath ſometime ago attained through Grace to ſenſible Re- 
lief, and by the Teſtimony of the Neighbourhood, herConver- 
ſation is ſuch as becometh the Goſpel. | | 
About this time ſiæteen Children or thereabouts in the Town 
of Kirkintilloch, were obſerved to meet together in a Barn for 
Prayer; the Occaſion of which was, that one of them ſaid to 
the reſt, Nhat need is there that we ſhoutd akvays PLAY, had 
we not better go and PRAY ? Wherewith the reſt complied. 
The Rev. Mr. James Burnſide as ſoon as he heard of it carefully 
enquired after them, met frequently with them, for their Di- 
rection and Inſtruction. And as I am inform'd they make Pro- 
greſs, & continue in a hopeful Way. This made much Noiſe 
in the Country- ſide, and deep Impreſſions both upon young and old. 
This Miet I viſited the Families of a Part of this Pariſh, 
where I obſerved more than ordinary Seriouſne/ſs amongſt the 
People ; and more than ordinary Liberty, Freedom and Earn- 
efineſs in my dealing with them. However it was Matter of 
Trouble and Exerciſe to me, that none under myCharge, that I 
knew off, were awakened ; and I was much in my Way of think- 
ing 
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ing like ſeveral of thoſe now awakened, who were concerned 
at firſt, leaſt the LoR D had paſſed tlicm by, when he was 
awakening others. Such were my Fears about this Pariſh, 


Nothing appeared more than ordinary upon the fr/# Sabbath —_ 


of May. Near this Time and a little before, there were ſame 
Societies for Prayer erected in the Pariſh ;_ I was alſo informed 
that ſeveral young Girls in the Town of Kitz, from ten to 
fextcen Years of Age, had been obſerved meeting together for 
Prayer, in an Out- Houſe they had acceſs to. 

May 9th, Being the ſecond Lord's-Day of that Month, were 
four or five awakened to a diſtreſſing Sight of their ſinful and 
loſt Eſtate ; tho? only two of them were known to me upon the 
ſaid Day. I prayed and hoped that this might be like ſome 
Drops before a plentiful Rain. 

May 11th, There was a great and a good Day of the Son 
of Man at Auchentach in the Pariſh of Calder, which lyeth four 
Miles North and Weſt, from Glaſgow. The Rev. Mr. James 
I/arden, their Miniſter preached at the aforeſaid Place; there 
was a great Cry in the Congregation, and about forrteen bro*t 
under great Concern and Anxiety about their ſpiritual and 
eternal State. 

May 12th, IT went to Cambuſlang and preached there, as did 
alſo ſome other Miniſters upon the next Day. I was witneſs 
there to a great Day of the Mediator's Power; and learned 
much, that by the Lord's Bleſſing hath been uſeful to me in 
aſſiſting the Lord's People bro't under ſpiritual Diſtreſs here. 

May 14th, being Friday, I left Cambuſſang in the Morn- 
ing; I met an Event in my Way homeward, which much 
ſurpriz'd me, and I could not but obſerve the Lord's Hand re- 
markably in it. Ipromiſed to meet a Friend at a Gentleman's 
Houſe betwixt Cambuſlang and K:lfyth upon the Tueſday Evens 
ing; but could not leave Cambuſſang that Night. I purpoſed 
therefore to be early at the faid-Gentleman's Houſe next Day ; - 
tho* the Road by which I went to Caminſlang was unexcepti- 
onably good, I was ſtrongly inclined to try a much nearer 
Way, altogether unknown to me, and notwithſtanding ſome 
diſſwaded me from it, becauſe of Moſſes and other Inconveni- 
encies. In my Way I came to a Houſe, which I was told 
belonged to Meſſirs. Grays, and that their Bleach- field was 
there. I remembred that theſe Gentlemen were married to 
the Daughters of a Gentleman whom I knew, and highly 
eſteemed from my Youth ; and ſince I found my ſelf at _ 

| © 
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Gate, I enquired for them with a Purpoſe not to alight. One 
of the Gentlemen and his Lady were at Home; they urged 
me to come into their Houſe, tho” it ſhould be only for a little, 
which I did. They told me that {ix of their Servants had been 
awakened at Cambuſſang ſome Days ſince, and deſired me to 
converſe with them. I had ſuch a ſtrong Inclination to get 
forward in my Journey that I declined it: They deſired me 
to pray in their Family, which I cheerfully complied with. 
After Prayer I ſpoke a few Words as the Lord helped me, to 
their numerous Servants who were preſent, relating to the Caſe 
of thoſe who were under Soul-diſtrefling Convictions of their 


Sin and Danger, as alſo of thoſe who never had been under 


them. Having diſmiſſed them I went to take my Horſe. Ere 
I got to him, a Noiſe was heard among the Servants, and we 
were told that one of them was fallen into great Uneaſineſs, and 
was crying bitterly. I returned to the Houſe, and ſhe was 
brought to me. I had converſed but a very ſhort Time with 

her when a ſecond was brought to me, then a third, in a little 
after that #wo together, laſt of all a ſixth crying out of their loſt 
and undone State, and what they ſhould do. "Fra and con- 
verſed with them for ſometime. I was much moved with this 
Providence. The Lord, who leads the blind in a May they know 
not, led me to this Houſe, without any Thought or Purpoſe of my 
Mind, yea contrary to my Inclination, which was to haſte for- 
ward. He managed my Averſion (which I now ſee to have 


been ſinful) to converſe with the e fix under Diſtreſs to bring 


about his own holy and glorious Ends : For if I had converſed 
with them, I had not ſeen the other Servants. His Ways 
are a great Deep. Mr. JY3:tefield, when J told him this Story 
faid only, < He muſt needs go through SAMARIA.” I was 
greatly pleaſed to obſerve the chriſtian, affectionate and zealous 
Care Mr. and Mrs. Gray had for their diſtreſſed Servants. 

(To be continued.) 
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Mr. Roprz's Narrative continued. 


May T Preached as I had done for ſome Time paſt from Gal. 
16th, L iv. 19. In the forenoon I inſiſted upon a Uſe of 

Conſolation ; and in the Afternoon preſſed all the 
unregenerate to ſeek to have Chriſt formed in them. An ex- 
traordinary Power of the Spirit from on High accompanied 
the Word preached. There was a great Mourning in the 
Congregation as for an only Son. Many cryed out; and theſe 
not only Women, but ſome ſtrong and ſtout hearted young Men, 
and ſome betwixt forty and fifty. 

After the Diſmiſſion of the Congregation, an eſſay was 
made to get the diſtreſſed into my Barn, but it could not be 
done ; the Number of them and of their Friends attending 
them were ſo many. TI was obliged to convene them in the 
Kirk, I ſung a P/alm and prayed with them; but when [ 
eſſayed to ſpeak to them I could not be heard; ſuch were 
their bitter Crys, Groans, and the Voice of their Weeping. 

After this I ordered, that they ſhould be brought unto me 
in my Cloſet one by one. I ſent alſo for the Rev. Mr. John 
Oughterſon Miniſter of the Goſpel at Cumbernauld, to me 
in dealing with the Diſtreſt that Evening, who readily came. 
In the mean Time I-appointed Pſalms to be ſung with thoſe in 
the Kirk, and that the Precentor with tus or three of the Elders 
ſhould pray with the Diftreſs'd ; which the Extraordinarineſs 
of this Event ſeemed to me = warrant. At the ſame MP 
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I diſcharged any to 3 or ſpeak to them in the Congrega- 
tion; that I might cut off Occaſion of Calumny = and "Ow" 
tion, from them who ſeemed to deſire it. 

The Noiſe of the Diſtreſs'd was ſo great that it was heard 
from afar. It was pleaſant to hear thoſe who were in a State 
of Enmity with God, Deſpiſers of ZeſusChri/t, andSatan's con- 
tented Slaves; ſome of them crying out for Mercy, ſome that 
they were loſt and undone, others, Nhat fhatl we do to be ſaved ; 
others praiſing God for this Day, and for awakening them; 
and others not only weeping and crying for themſelves, but for 
their graceleſs Relations. And yet it would have moved the 
hardeſt Heart that, as the Children of 1/rae] under Pharaoh's 
Oppreſſion, when ſpake unto many of them, they hearkned 
not, for Anguiſh of Spirit, and the Senſe of the cruel Bondage 
they were under. 

There appeared about thirty awakened this Day, belonging 
to this and neighbouring Congregations. About twenty of 
them belonged to thisParih. Some few of thePariſh to Campſie 
and the Remainder to that of Kirkintilloch. But I have found 
ſince in converſing with the Diſtreſs'd, that the Number of the 
awaken'd far exceeds thir ty. 

IVeaneſday 19th, We had Sermon for the firſt Time upon 
a W/eek-day. I ee as did alſo the Rev. Mr. ahn Warden 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Campſie, and the Rev. Mr. John 
Me. Laurin Miniſter of the Goſpel at Glaſgow, who hac come 
hither the Night before upon my Invitation. The Number 
of the awakened this Day, were as many as were upon the 
Lord's-Day. The greateſt Number was from the Pariſh of 
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Kirkintillech ; there were alſo ſome from the Pariſhes of 
Campſie and Cumbernauld. The Number of the Awakened be- 
longing to this Pariſh amounted this Week to forty. 

May 20th, The Miniſter of K:rkintilloch, Mr. M. Laurin { 
and I preached at Kirkintilloch : There we ſaw Zion's mighty 1 
King appearing in his Glory and Majeſty, and his Arrows / 
ſharp in the Hearts of his Enemies. Many were awakened b, 
there and brought under great ſpriritual Diſtreſs. la 

Having brought this Narrative to the firſt HN 8 
and remarkable Out- pouring of the Hlah-Spirit upon this th 
Corner ; before that I proceed to the intended Method of this C 
Narrative, it will no doubt be ſatisfying to my Readers to know a 
the Progreſs this bleſſed Work hath made, and the Number de 
of the Awakened in the ſeveral Pariſhes, into which ih » 
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Lord's Mercy it hath entred, as far as Lam inſorm'd, or can 
upon ſome good Grounds gueſs. 

There have been at leaft three Hundred awakened in this 
Pariſh, ſince the Beginning of this Work; of which about 
two Hundred belong, or did belong to this Pariſh. There 
were indeed about fourteen or fifteen of them awakened when 
Mr. Whitefield preached at Cumbernauld. In the Pariſh of 
Cumbernauld neighbouring with this Pariſh Southward, as the 
Minitter informs me, there are above ez/ty. 

In thePariſh of Ki rkimtillach there are known to the Miniſter 
about an hundred and tiventy, under a more than ordinary Con- 
cern about their Salvation, including the praying young, who are 
increaſed now to a greater Number, than formerly mentioned. 

In the Pariſh of St. Ninian's, a Part whereof lies Sourbiunrd 
from this Pariſh, the Number of the Awakened mult be con- 
fiderable. The firſt remarkable Appearance cf this good Work 


there was at'the giving the holy Supper, upon the 175 of this 


current Augu/t. There were ſeveral awakened upon the Sa- 
turday, many more upon the Lord's Day, both in the Kirk 
during the Action Sermon and the Service, and alſo in the Con- 
gregation in the Fields. There were yet a far greater Num- 
ber upon the Monday, which was one of the greateſt Days of 
the Mediator's Power I have hitherto ſeen. N. any of the A- 
wakened belong to that Pariſh, as alſo to the Pariſh of Gargun- 
nock., By a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Fames Mackie Miniſter 
of the Goſpel in that Pariſh, I am informed, that the Number 
of the Awakened were creaſed upon the The ſday thereafter 
when they had Sermon. He appoints Days for them to come 
to him for Inſtruction and Direction. 

In the Pariſh of Gargunnoc# lying Weſt from the Pariſh of St. 
Ninans, there are, as I am well in! formed, near a hrrdred Fer. 
ſons awakened. There were ſome of them firſt avrakened 2 
Kilſyth when the Lord's Supper was given upon the fecord 945 
bath of July; others at Campſie when it was given upon the 
laſt Sabbath of the ſaid Month; others at St. Niniaus when that 
Sacrament was given upon the fff Sabbath of Augiſt. Upon 
the Thurſday after, there were eightcen awakened in their own 
Congregation while the Rev. Mr. Jahn IH urden, their oven aged 
and diligent Paſtor preached to them. There was alto a conſi- 
derable awakning the eek after, the Mliniſter of C: ami; hisdon 
preaching there. The Miniſter of thisPariſh hath always had a 
ſingular Dexterity i in inſtructing & dealing with the Conſciences 
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of the People under hisCharge ; and it is to be hoped that there 
will be a good Account of theAwakened in that Congregation, 
by the Lord's Blefling upon the Skill and Will he hath given 
his Servant to win them to Jeſus Chriſt. | 
In the Pariſh of Calder, according to the Information I have 
from their Miniſter there are above a Hundred awakened. 
There are about the ſame Number in the Pariſh of Campſie. 
The Caſe of the Pariſh of Badarneck lying North and I gf. 
from Calder, is of all others the moſt ſingular and noticeable. 
There were above ninety awakened Perſons in that Pariſh about 
the /x1h of July laſt, They have been for ſome Years paſt, 
and yet are without a Paſtor ; their late Paſtor Mr. Robert 
Wallace, who deceaſed among them, had the Charge of 
their Souls above nf Years : He was pious, faithful, diligent 
and dearly beloved by his People ; and as I am informed' there 
was no Perſon among them was carried away by the Seceſhon, 
The Lord hath honoured their School-Maſter James Forſyth to 
be greatly inſtrumental in this good Work among them, I 
ſhall give the following Extract from a Letter of his dated 
Badarnocl Fuly 17th, 1742, concerning the Impreſſions made 
upon, and the awakening of ſeveral of the young Ones ; he 
writes. Since the it of February laſt, I endeavourcd to 
inſtruct the Children under my Charge to the utmoſt of my 
«© Power in the firſtPrinciples of Religion, and that they were 
porn in a State of Sin and Miſery, and Strangers toGop by 
* Nature : I alſo preſſed them by all Arguments poflible to 
leave off their ſinful Ways, and to fly to JEsUs CHRIS 
* by Faith and Repentance ; which by the Bleſſing of Gop 
© hath not been in vain, Glory to his holy Name that backed 
*© with the Power of his HoLy SPIRIT what was ſpoken in 
* muchWeakneſs. I likewiſe warned them againſt the Com- 
“ miſſion of any known din, and told them their Danger if 
<< they perſiſted in the ſame, and that their Sins would find 
© them out. The which Exhortations frequently repeated, 
yea almoſt every Day, came at laſt to have ſomeImpreſſions 
*© on their young Hearts. And I think the great Concern 
that was at firſt among them was a Mean in Gop's Hand 
„to bring the elder Sort to a more ſerious Concern, and to 
* more Diligence in religious Duties; yea, I heard ſome 
6 ſay, that they were aſhamed to hear and ſee theſe young 
*© Creatures ſo much taken up|about their Soul's Salvation, 
That is ſome Account of the Riſe of this good and happy 
Work, 
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„ Work, There was one of the School Boys that went to Cam- 
<« buflang in March, who was firſt awakened : He after ſome 
«© few Days ſaid to me in the SCHOOL, will you let, two or 
three of us meet together to ſing Pſalms and pray? I ſaid, 7 
% was very well pleaſed to hear that they inclined to ſuch a good 
«© Exercaſe : So they joined themſelves together, and it hath 
had very good Fruit. For, ſome few Days after, there 
«c were ſome of them under Concern : and that Day fourteen 
«© Days they firſt met, there were ten or twelve awakened, 
c and under deep Convictions ; ſome very young of 8 and 9 
«« Years of Age, ſome 12 and 13. They ſtill inclined more 
and more to their Duty ſo that they meet three Times aDay, 
« in the Morning, Noon and at Night. Alſo they have forſaken 
5c all their childiſhFancies and Plays; ſo theſe that have been 
« awakened are known by their Countenance and Converſa- 
tion, their Walk and Behaviour. The Work among the 
&« young Ones in the School ſtill increaſes, and there are ſtill 
© ſomenewly awakened. There were ſome, that by a Herd 
«© of Terror in their Leſſon, were very diſtreſſed, and would 
cry out and weep bitterly. There are ſome of them very 
© ſenſible of their Caſe, both of the Sin of their Nature, and 
their actual Tranſgreſſions, and even of the Sin of Unbelief: 
For when I would exhort any of them that were diſtreſs d 
& to believe in CHRIS, becauſe he is both able and willing 
to ſave to the uttermoſt; they replyed that they knew he 
© was both able and willing; but they could not them- 
<< {elves believe, unleſs Go p gave them a Heart ſo to do; for, 
they ſaid, they felt their Hearts fo hard, that they could do 
© nothing. This is the Account he gives of the younger Sort. 
<< -----As to the elder Sort he ſays, that the firſt among them 
© were awakened at Cymbuſiang, others at Calder and Kirkin- 
6 tilloch ; but that the greateſt Part have been awakened at 
© ther Society Meetings: they meet twice a Week for Prayer 
«© and Praiſe, where all the awakened in the Pariſh, with as 
many others as pleaſe to come, are admitted... 

There are alſo /zveral other little Meetings,almcit every Day, 
in different Places of thePariſh : at the ſecond of theſe Meetings, 
there were nine awakened, at the third there were four, 
at another Meeting there were fipe or /ix. He ſays, 
that there is greater Diligence about the Concerns of Re- 
ligion even among the Careleſs and Ignorant than ever was 
known before, and that the younger Sort are ſo taken _ Re- 

2 * | gion 


5 — . — — — — 
— — — — _ 1 — = *:z - 2 = — 
| a — — 5 — — 


— — 
/ a - -- — — — — 
AL — . a 


ta 4 * 


1 
n — 


— U 2 
— 


Fay — 
— — WAS MM £ 


4 


— 
— 


— — — 
— — A£T.o2, 
— — —— — 
- — 


—— — 
——— — 
— 


— x >.» > 
- _ 


IS 
= 
— 


* \ 
2 r ²³˙ V ect - = 


———— 
—— 
— . 


— 
. — 


——  - 
— 
— — 


= K_ES CE 


8 — 1.” 


— . ͤ p =  R 
a — 


| 


—=_r —————_ ¹ 


- — 
. 


30 Badarnock in ScorLAxNp. 


kgion that they eſteem it more than their neceſſary Food. 


here are ſeveral under deep Convictions who dyere formerly 
: rude and profane.--- In another Letter dated uh 6th 1742. 


He faith that this good Work ſtill continues among them, and 
that there are a conſiderable Number newly awakened in their 
Pariſh, be/ides Strangers that come to their Meetings from other 
Pariſhes. There were two young Women in a neighbouringPa- 
riſh who had been at Cambu/lang and brought back an evil Re- 
port of what they had been Witneſs to thore; they ſaid they 
wondered what made the People cry out. Upon the 22d of 
June they came to one of theſe Meetings in Badarnocꝶ, as was 
ſuppoſed, with no good Deſign : they had not been above three 
Quarters of an Hour in the Meeting, when they were brought 
under Convictions, and continued in Diſtreſs the whole Time 
the Meeting laſted. He ſays there are a goodly Number of 
them who are come to Relief, which ſeems to be real from 
Scripture Marks and Evidences they give of it. ; 
' Thavebeen more particular and large in thisArticle concern- 


ing Badarnocꝶ, ( where the awaken'd are now Aug.25th. about 


roo) that we who are Miniſters of the Goſpel may learn from 
this, not to be lifted up from any Succeſs we may have in our 
Miniſtrations : ſeeing that though the Lox D maketh eſpecial- 
ly the Preaching of the Word an effectual Means of convincing 
and converting Sinners, and of building up them that are con- 
verted ; yet he alſo bleſſeth the Reading of the Word, chri/tian 
Communion and religious Education by Parents, School-maſters 
and others, for the foreſaid bleſſed Ends: And that he can and 
ſometimes doth make Uſe of weak and inconſiderable Inſtru- 
ments for beginning and carrying on a good Work upon the 
gouls of Men, while Men of great Gifts at even Gadlineſs 
are not ſo ſucceſsful. This is the more to be regarded as the 
Doing of the Lox p, that the People of Badarnock are not the 
leſs careful to attend upon publick Ordinances, neither is their 
Eſteem of them diminiſhed. Their Meetings do not interfere 
with the Diſpenſation of publick Ordinances in their own 
Congregation when they have it, nor with that in the neigh- 
bouring Congregations when they want it in their own. It is 
alſo hoped that the Reading of the foreſaid Article may excite 
School-maſters and others who have the Education of Youth to be 
diligent in inſtructing the younge/t of them in the Principles of 
our holy Religion, and to endeavour daily to make Impreſſions 
upon their tender Minds of their ſinful and loſt State by Vat ure, 
and of their only Remedy by JE sus CHRIST. In 
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In the Pariſh of Kilearn lying about ſcuen Miles to the North- 
welt of Campſie, this good Work is allo. begun, Their Rev'd 
Miniſter Mr. James Bain hath been well affected to it from the 
Beginning, and was early Witneſs to it and aſſiſting to carry it 
on at Cambuſlang. There was a conſiderable Awakening in 
this Pariſh when the Lord's Supper was given there upon the 
zd Sabbath of July; eſpecially upon the Monday when theRev. 
Mr. Michael Potter Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity at 
Glaſgow, and the Rev. Mr. James Mackie Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at St. Nanans preached. 

In the Country we/? from Glaſgeto there are very joyful Ac- 
counts of the Entrance and Progreſs of this bleſſed Work there. 
In the Town of Irvine there were a few awakened firſt at Cam- 
buſlang ; but now there are a good many awakened that never 
were at Cambuſlang, and are in very great Diſtreſs and A 
of Soul, like thoſe at Cambuſlang and in this Country. ey 
are happy under the Inſpection and Care of their worthy Mi- 
niſter the Rev. Mr. William M Kzeight. In the Pariſh of 
Long Dreghorn and other Pariſhes about, there are ſeveral awak- 
ened. In the Town of Kilmarnoct there were about fifty from 
that Place awakened at Cambuſlang ; but there have been many 
more fince in their own Congregations. This bleſſed Work 
hath made leſs Progreſs to the Eaſtward of Ki1f5th ; the People 
being much diſtracted and divided by the Influence of the Se- 
ceders, and even furiouſly prejudiced againſt the Diſpenſation 
of Ordinances in this Church, yet bleſſed be the Loxp it ex- 
tends even to theſe Congregations. In the Pariſh of Denny 
there are ſeveral, ſome of whom have been awakened in their 
ownChurch. There are ſeveral in the united Pariſhes of Dun- 
nipace and 'Larbert, ſome of whom have been awakened lixe- 
wiſe there. In the Pariſh of Torphican South from Linlithgow 
there were ſeven awakened when the Lord's Supper was given 
there upon the fir/? Sabbath of Auguſt. 

Tho? I am perſwaded, a particular Account will be given to 
the Publick of the memorable Communion at Cambuſlang laſt 
Lord's Day, being the 15th of this Current Auguſt 1742 ; yet 
I cannot but here inſert, That I obſerved much of the Lord's 
Preſence with Miniſters, and among the vaſt Multitude of Peo- 
ple there. There were many unconverted Sinners awakened, 
and ſeveral had the Love of Gon ſhed abroad in their Hearts 
by the HoL.y-GHosT given to them, to ſuch a Meaſure, ag 
they were nigh overwhelmed therewith. Particularly whe 
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they were hearing early upon Manday Morning a Sermon 
preached by the Rev'd Mr. Alexander Web/ter Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at Edinburgh. One of them was a young Woman from 
the Pariſh of Kilſyth. She was brought to me at my firſt 
alighting at Cambuſlang after the foreſaid Sermon. She was ſo 
filled with a Senſe of the Love of Gop to her Soul and with 
Love to JESUS CHRIsT, that ſhe was all in Tears and could 
not contain herſelf. She had been awakened at X7!/yth about 
the Beginning of July, but had attained to no ſenſible Relief 
until the hearing of the foreſaid Sermon. Before her Awak- 
ening ſhe was of a blameleſsLife,and every Way hopeful. Her 
Convictions were kindly, and had a moſt defireable Progreſs. 
I called for her yeſtferday, and ſhe gave me a fatisfying Account 
of her cloſing with CHRIST in all his Offices, and of her At- 
tainments during the foreſaid Sermon, accompanied with ſuch 
Exerciſe of Soul, as we uſe warrantably to give from the holy 
Scriptures as Evidences of that which comes from God in 2 


faving Manner upon the Souls of his People. 


— — 


Having thus narrated what I have learned concerning the 
Progreſs and Extent of this good Work ſince it began here; I 
ſhall for the greater Diſtinctneſs divide the Subject of this Nar- 
rative into the following ARTICLES. 


er I. 


Concerning the Method I have obſerved in carrying on this Wark. 


Hough I am far from thinking the Way I have uſed” to be 
the very beſt, and from propoſing it as a Rule to any; 
ſeeing that by Experience I have found out ſome Miſtakes in 
myManagement, which I afterwards rectified, and others poſ- 
ſibly in peruſing this may obſerve more: yet the Succeſs I had 
therein, and the Hope that it may be uſeful at leaſt to ſome of 
my Brethren of the younger Sort, when they ſhall be called, 
as I pray they may be ſoon to this pleafant Service; induceth 
me to give the Subject of this Article. 


( To be continued. ) 
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Mr. R62z's Narrative rontinuti. 
W HEN the firſt extraordinary wakening of Number 


was in this Congregation, the* I knew the Oljer- 

| tions made againſt the Oufrrys at Cambuſlong, an 
the bodily Dieſes many were under there; and Was ſ#tizfed 
in my own Mind, that there was nothing in theſe Objectioms; 
yet when I heard theſe Outcries, and ſaw the bodily Diſtreſſes 
ſome of theAwakened were under, it proved at ory ant 
to me, it appeared unpleaſant yea t den ſhocking © 1 therefore fe- 
ſolved, that as ſoon as any fell under remarkable Diſtreſs; 
ſhould be carried out of the Congregation into © ſeperate Place 
had provided for them, and appointed ſome of theE lier to Earty 
them off accordingly. I alſo pray'd, that if it were the holy 
Will of Gop he would bring them to a Sight of their Sin and 
Danger, without theſe bodily Diſtreſſes, which were ſo 1 
ſant to behold, ſo diſtreſſing to the people theinfelves, and 
offenſive to ſeveral. The Lok in a little Time diſeoveted 
unto me my Error and Impruuenct in this. For after 1 had e 
verſed for ſometime with the 3 1 found the Diſtreſs 
of their Minds to be ſo great, as they toni hat birt 
have ſuch Effects upon their Bodies. I enquired h many of 
them, II hat they apprehended and felt in their Minlly before thiy 
fell a Trembling, cried out of fainted ® They told wie, Thur 
they were under dreadful Apprebenfions of the terrible Wrath of 
Cop due to them for their 2 eſpecially for their figbti of 
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the King of Glory, falling under him riding in his Glory and 


Diſtreſs'd were to gaze upon them. It was alſo a con/iderable 
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I was alſo convinced that it was /infu/ in me to wiſh or deſire, 


% 
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Ir sus CHRIST by Unbelief. This View made what was be- 
fore ſhocking eaſy to me. I look'd upon it as the Effect of a 
due Regard to the Wrath of GoD, which Sinners in a State of 
Nature are under and lyable to. I beheld them as Enemies to 


Majeſty, and making his Arrows ſharply pierce their Hearts. 
I found alſo, that the Congregation inſtead of being diſturbed 
with their Outcrizz3, were more diſturbed by carrying them 
A ; and the People's Attention much leſſened in hearing the 

ord. Several left the Place of Hearing,and went where the 


Inconvenience when there were no Miniſters here, to direct and 
comfort the Diſtreſſed, that they were leſt with thoſe who 
could give them noAſſiſtance. The Number of the Awakened 
were much diminiſhed, and came ſoon to be very few. I 
obſerved that ſome were awakened while they had the Diſtreſ- 
fed in their Sight, and heard Exhortations given in the Place 
where they were convened. From this I was perſwaded, 
that the Example of others under ſpiritual Terrors and Diſtreſs, 
was one of the Means the LoRD was pleaſed to make Uſe of to 
bring Beholders to conſider their own State and Way ; and to 
attend more carefully to what they heard from the Word of 
Gop. Several. of the Awakened told me, that they were 
brought to a Concern about their Souls, by ſuch aReaſoning as 
this within themſelves ; ©* Theſe People under ſo much Dif- | 
<< tres, are far from being ſo great Sinners as I have been and | 
„ am: How ſtupid and hard hearted then am I who am alto- WM , 
«c gether unconcern'd? And if they be afraid of the Mratb Wl 
«© of Gop, I have far greater Reaſon to be ſo.” There ap-. 
peared to me to be nothing more unreaſonable in making uſe MF . 
of the Example of the Diſtreſs'd, to make other ſecure Sinners. 
afraid of Sin and the Mratb of Gop, than there is in the LAW 
puniſbing Crimes publickly to make others afraid to commit them. 


that the infinitely wiſe and ſevereign LoR p, ſhould order his 
own Work in any other Way than what pleaſed himſelf. 
There were alſo * Brethren, who did not think the May 
1 had taken, to remove the Diftreſs'd, to be the beſt; and 
therefore after ſome Weeks Trial I altered it. I am now of 
Opinion, after all that I have ſeen and experienced relating to 
this Work, that it is beſt to leave the Diſtreſs'd to their Liberty, 
and in the Congregation if they incline, until it be diſmiſſes. 


No 
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No Mean, whichProvidence puts in ourHand is to be omitted, 
that hath a Tendency to awaken ſecure Sinners. | 

I received a beautiful Letter from a Gentl-awoman at ſome 
Miles diſtance from Londen, relating to this Part of myMethod: 
She had ſeen a Letter of mine printed at London, wherein I 
declared my Reſolution to remove the Diftreſs'd. of the 
Congregation. This occaſioned her writing to me. / It came 
to my Hand after I had chang'd the foreſaid Way. This ap- 
pears to me to be the moſt proper Place to inſert this fene Letter, 
which I am perſwaded will be entertaining to my Readers. 

Great-Granſden, near Caxton Huntingdon-ſhire, 
Rev. Sir, Ju 11. 1742. 

I beg you'l pardon my Boldneſs in giving you the Trou- 
< ble of a Line from me. The Occaſion is this: I read the 
<c laſt Week, with very great Delight (in the Y/eekly Hiſtom 
<< of the Progreſs of the Goſpel, printed at London) the Ac- 
«© count of Gon- s wonderful Work in the Converſion of 
« Souls, which your Eyes have ſeen of late. And alſo, with 
«© Concern, did Iread the Account of your Care to guard againft 
«© Objettions, by removing the Wounded that could not forbear 
<< crying, unto your Barn; and reſolving to have a Sermon but 
« once a Week. And tho” a deep Senſe of my own Littleneſs, 
6 Vileneſs and Unworthineſs forbids me to take any Notice 
«© hereof unto you; yet am I encouraged hereto, inaſmuch 
© as the ſuperiour Members in CHr1sT's Body, can't ſay 
© to the Inferior, no not to the Meaneſt of all, 1 have no 
* need o, thee. Let me intreat you therefore, to put a favou- 
& rable Conſtruction upon this Freedom, that a Stranger uſeth 
«© with you. A Stranger, Did I ſay? Sol am Sir, as being 
© unknown in the Fleſh. But bleſſed be Gon we that were 
© ſometime afar off, are made nigh to Gop, and to each 
© other by the Blood of CRS T. Being then in this Reſ- 
* pect, no more Strangers and Foreigners, but fellow Citi- 
© Zens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God; permit 
«© me tho' in another Room, to have a tiltle Paper Converſe 
© with you about our Lord's Family Affairs. 

Dear Sir, The Triumphs of the REDEEMER, the once 
« ſlain, but now reigning LAMB, in the Conqueſts of his 
oo Love and-Power over his redcemed ones, that are ſtout 
« Hearted and far from Righteouſneſs, are exceeding delight- 

> toall that love Him. muy cannot but ſay, - Ride proſ- 


* perouſhy 
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% peroufly upon the Word of Fruth 1 Worthy is th L. AMB 
«© Aud let the whole Earth I RE bis Glory Amen, and 
« Amen. My Soul rejoiceth with poor Scotland, for the 
ce Lox p's joving Kindneſs towards you, * © the ſame 
« happy Work, which was begun when the dear Mr. I hite- 
A was with you laſt, being carried on by others of the 

rvants of our precious LOR D, increaſeth, and reacheth 
<< even as far as unto you. Oh Sir, I doubt not, but filled 
«© with Wonder you then f Whence i is it that my Lord ſhould 
© come to me { that he fho ud; thus viſit us | Indeed Sir, tis a 
Wonder of God's — ſovereign Grace, ; that is and 
4 will be juſtly the Matter of your prefent and eternal Adora- 
tion. Our Lokp's Voice to you is, Rejoice greatly C 
«c Daughter of Zion, for ho, I come, and will dwell in the Midſt 

«© of thee. Oh may Zjon's KixG reign and proſper ! May 
<< he be ſeen among you, in his Glory and Majeſty ! and may 
*© 'Thoufands of ftout hearted Sinners, become his willing 
vs People i in the Day of his Power! When CHRIS brings 
© m his other Sheep, his Doves in Flocks to their Windows; 
« this is a Mort that fills Heaven and Earth, Gon, Angels 
and Saints with Joy; a Wert that fills the World with 
« Wonder, and wicked Men and Devils with Envy, Rage 
and Contempt. But yet it is a Vert, in which the Glory 
«© and Majeſty of the GopHEAD ſhines | ! and tho? the united 
% Powers of Darkneſs, tho? Earth and Hell combine wo 
« it, they ſhall never preyail. For Gop has ſet His 
«« upon his holy Hill of Zim : And reign he muſt, until all 
e his People are ſaved to the uttermoſt, and all his Foes made 
«© his Fostſtool. Amen. Hallelujah 

« SINEE then, my dear Brother, the KING of Glory, the 
« Prince of Grace, hath bleſſed you; not only with the heg- 
« ring of the coming of his Kingdom, but alſo with the $jght 
cc of its Majefty and Glory; let me humbly intreat you to 
de beware that you dont di pleaſe him. I fear your removing 
ce the Wounded by his Arrows (as he rides on his Throne) ine 
<< @ Corner will do it, and proyoke him to depatt ld hag 
ce If the'KinG of Glory, deſcends in his Maj you, 
<< and ftrikes ſecure 4. zvith the Terrors of his Wrath, 
<< whereby are made, froma felt Senſe of their perjſhing 
« brow do out, What nuft we do to be ſaved ! Why 
<< muſt theſe T. of his Victory be removed out of the 


60 et This Cry is what was common in the 5 
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„ blaiphe 
cc a Joy of his Friends; however deſpicable and hate- 
6 ful it may be to his Enemies. CHRIST will plead his o. 
* Cayſe; And H/dom is juſtified of her Children. And there 
«© i5 no End, nor can be any good Fruit of ſeeking to obviate 
© the Objeftions of an ungodly World, and the Company of 
«© carnal, worldly Profgflors. Their Cavils will be zznume- 
«© rable. Like thoſe of the Phari ſaes of old; whoſe Prejudice 
«© was unconquerable, and by all the Evidence of divine Po- 
er, which was diſplayed in our Loxp's Miracles: For ſtill 
ce they had, and the/e will have, ſomething or other to carp at. 
Therefore let us that love the Lox D JesUs, rejoice to ſee 
him work ix his own May, altho? by the Power of his Word 
„He wounds Sinners ſo deeply, as to force from them a very 
cc orievous Cry in the open Congregation. Our dear Lox p 
«© may have a fourfold Deſign herein; Firft, The Diſplay of 
« his emnipatent Power, in conquering the flout-hearted, to the 
«© Glory of his Name, and the oy of his Children. 2dly, The 
« awakening of others of his choſenyet dead in Sin. 9dly, The 
« hiding the inſide Glory of his Mort, by the Meanneſs of its out- 
* ward Appearance, from the carnal Eye, and the leaving thoſe 
«© his implacabl' Enemies why have ſinned againſt the Light, to be 
6c judicialiy blinded ; and ſo to fill up the Meaſure of their Sin, 
*6 iu deſpiſing and oppoſing his Work, and thereby of themſelves 
« for their righteous Condemnation: at the great Day, athly, 
Cc T * oy Hitnefs before all even the mo hardned Sinners, 
6 of the Miſe al by Sin; and the foreſbetuing to them 
«x 2 in a 42% Terrors of that Day, ben It comp in 
** the Cloyde, and every Bye fball for him, and all the Kindreds 
& of the Herb ſhall wail becauſe f him. And if theſe Things, 
4 Sir, ſhould be intended; I humbly think, tis moſt Wiſ- 
, dom, not to remove the Wounded into a Corner, and there- 
6s by hide the Work of the Lox D, when he thus makes bare 
. his Arm: And that fo to do will diſpleaſe him. 

% And as the diſtreſſed Souls are numerous, and their 
«© Diſtrefs, their Fgars of eternal Death, fo great; I hum- 
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the Days Work was near an End. Theſe occafional Sermons 
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te bly conceive, that there is an extraordinary Call for the 
<c Preaching of the Goſpel, the Words of this Life, in order 
<< to relieve'and comfort them, to draw them on to believe 
5 in IEs vs, to their preſent Joy, and everlaſting Salvation. 
Oh dear Sir, Be not afraid to preach ChRIST's Goſpel, 
t nor to let it be preach'd, to periſhing Sinners, if it was 
<< poſſible: from Morning to Evening, in Seaſon and out of Sea- 
ne There can come no bad Conſequences of that. Pro- 


* claim the Glory of CHRIS T's Perſon, the Fulneſs & Free- 
<< nels af his Salvation, his Almightineſs, and Willingneſs to 


<< faveSinners to the uttermoſt ; that ſo the Wounded may be 
«c healed, and the Diſtreſſed ſet their Hope inGop. To deal 
<c with thefe Souls in private, for Inſtruction and Conſolation 
<< whom theLokD hath converted in publick ; I humbly think 
«*c is not to follow the Lox p in the Way which he goes before 
«« you. Thus Sir, having freely imparted my Thoughts, I 
c leave them entirely unto the Lox p, and deſire he may direct 
<6 you to act as ſhall be moſt for his Glory. Wiſhing all Proſ- 
s perity : And requeſting your Prayers: I am, 3 
e J re. 


As to preaching the Word of Gop upon J/ork-Days I re- 
ſolved at firſt only to have it upon the Vedneſday, which we 
accordingly had. Some Days we had three d er mons, ſometimes 
to, and at other Times one, as the LoR HD providedInſtruments. 


Thus we continued for ſome Weeks : I obſerved an uncom- 


mon earneſt Inclination in the People of all Sorts to hear the 
Word of God ; I could not reaſonably think that this would 
laſt long, and therefore I thought myſelf warranted, from the 


Example of our LoRx D JESUS CHRIS to have the Word 
more frequently preached to them while they were ſo preſſing 


and eager to attend unto it. What determined me further to 
this was, that the Sword of the Spirit was at no Time now 
unſheathed, but ſome were cut to the Quick by it: As alſo 
where weeklySermonswere not ſet up or butſeldom kept, fewPeo- 
ple wereawakened in otherCongregations and this goodWork 


went but ſlowly on. I therefore embraced every Opportunity 


of ffranger Miniſters coming to the Place to give Sermons to the 
People ; and that they who needed rather a Bridle thana Spur 
in hearing, might not be hindered in their neceſſary worldly 
Affairs, theſe Sermons were ordinariyy in the Evening when 


were 
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were never without ſome good Fruit in awakening fecure Sin- 
ners, and alſo in comforting ſome who had been formerly a- 
wakened. I have never heard to this Day of any Parents or 
Maſters in this Congregation, who complained that their 
Children orServants were drawn away from their Duty by theſe 
Means. Vea this very Day I made 1 of ſome Huſband- 
men living in different Parts of thePariſh, if now when Harve# 
was begun they obſerved, any Part of the Work and Labour 
in the Pariſh undone or farther behind, through the frequent 
Attendance upon publick Ordinances,or by the Means of tha 
many awakened and ſpiritually diſtreſſed, in the Congregation; 
They replied that there was no ſuch Thing to be ſeen ; as alſo 
that they had heard the pooreſt ſay that their Work went bet- 
ter on than ordinary, and that they found not any Lack. They 
obſerved alſo that their Hay Harve/?, which is a conſiderable 
Labour in this Pariſh was got a third Part of Time ſooner over 
than ordinary, & noticed the ſingular Goodneſs of God therein. 

J received @ Letter about the Beginning of this Work, wrote 
with great good Senfe and Piety ; which contributed much to 
my having Sermons more ſreguentiy than I had deſign'd at firſt, 
taking great Care at the ſame Time that ſecond Table Duties 
ſhould not be neglected or hindered, I ſhall not grudge to 


Copy a good Part of the fareſaid Letter. . 
| | May 22d. 1742. 
My very dear Friend, | 


cc ] Return you my hearty Thanks for your molt acceptable 

Letter of the 2 1ſt which I got this Morning. I have 
% look'd on the Affair of Cambuſiang, from the Begin ning, as 
a very glorious Work of Gop, and my daily Prayer about 
e it, has been, that the remarkable Down- pouring of tho 
„ HoLy GHosT, there, might as the Cloud like the Man's 
« Hand, quickly overſpread the whale Hemiſphere. We 
© muſt reckon upon it, that where the LoRD CHRIST &. 
&« in fo glorious a Manner, making Conqueſts ; Satan will 
< be at work too; that buſy, ative maliciaus Spirit will be 
& doing all he can to diſpraiſe the Work of Gon, and furniſb 
«© the Wicked, and the Lukewarn with ſomething ts ſay again/f 
it: Too greatCare therefore cannot be taken to avert Re- 
4 proach and Calumny. Yet at the ſame Time, 2he fear of 
Han, muſt not be ſo far given Way to, as to determine 
you to leave any Thing undone which may forward the 
good Work, If it was a Ground of People's cavilling at 


« Cambrfſang 


La 
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« Carbuſlang that they had Sermon #very Day, and thereby 
«c firft Table Duties juſtled with the Second, it poſſibly may be 
going too far on the other Side to have but whe Ser n. Day 
ic with you in the Meet: while the Wind blows fui 
& all the Sail you can; but 1 hope the LotD whoſe Work it 
<< is, will direct you to what is beſt----I have ſent it to And 
<< ſome more ſuch, who will in ſecret, in private and in pub- 
<< lic, blefs Zia Gop for theſe glorious Streams unexpected 
& and ſurpriſingly pouring out onSpots of his Vineyard ; and 
join in Cries to him not to ſtop till he has watered all the 
Garden. 
The Account of the Cambuſtiang Affair, loft publiſhed; I 
<< think, is put together with great Diſcretion, and gives 
« no Handle to the Enemies of Religion to work upon. If 
4% no Advantage is given them,and they will notwithſtanding, 
c fall on the head Corner-Stone, tis their own Fault. 
I hope the Work with you will continue, & that you will 


« from Time to Time lay hold of a few Moments to be as 


good as your Word in giving me an Actaunt of it's Pro- 
&« oreſs.-----I offer my Reſpects to good Mr. Me. Laurin 
„ may much of Gop be with you and him, and all the 
& Lovers, all the Helpers forward of the Work of our dear 
«<< REDEEMER. I am moſt Affectionately,“ &c. 
As to the Do#rines I preached in the Congregation or elſe- 
where; they were a Mixture of the Law and the Goſpel — 
much as poſſible in the /a ame Sermon, and I obſerved ſuch 
poſures moſt b bleſs of The formerly Converted, — 
the Awakened who had inde Progreſs, I perceived were "molt 
affected with the ſweet Truths of the Go/pel. I have ſeen the 
Congregation in Tears, and crying out when the Law of 
Grace from Moum-Zion, without any expreſs Mixture of the 
Terrors of the Law, was preached. *Tis true indeed ſeveral 
of the Awakened, have had their ſpiritual Diſtreſs increaſed 
thereby, as alſo ſome of the Secure have been awakened ; but 
then it was from their being convinced, that they had as yet n 
Intereſt in theſe glorious Bleflings, and ſo were miſerable,and 


that it would be the worſt Part of their eternal Miſery to be de- 


prived of them] And thus it was as terrible to them to heat 
Heaven preached of as Hell ; ſeeing they ſaw themſelves ſhut 
out from it it by theit their Unbelief. a 2 be continued.) 
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Mr. Rozr's Narrative continued. 


Obſerved that the far greater Part of every publick Audi” 
ence were ſecure, unconcerned and fearleſs ; and therefore 
I preached the Terrors of the Law in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
could, that is to ſay, in expreſs Scripture- Terms. I feared to 
daub or deal ſlightly with them; but told great and ſmall 
that they were the Children of the Devil while they were in the 
State of Unbelief, and that if they continued fo to the End, in 
our Lo R D's plain Terms, they would be damn'd: I reſolved 
that I would cry aloud and not ſpare, and preach with that 
Seriouſneſs and Fervour, as one that knew that my Hearers 
muſt either be prevailed with, or be damn'd ; and that they 
might diſcern I was in good earneſt with them, and really meant 
as I ſpoke, and leſt any ſhould aſcribe the Et of theſe Ser- 
mons meerly unto the Subject; I obſerved to my Hearers fre- 
quently, that they had heard all theſe Truths preached to them 
oft with as great Keenneſs, without any ſuch viſible Effect. I 
can inſtance and ſhew Sermons I have preached many Years 
ago, containing the Terrors of the Law without knownSuccels, 
and which I have preached now again, in weaker Terms, bleſ- 
fed with great Succeſs ; ſo that all might ſee that it is ot from 
Man, but the SPpiRIT of the LoRD, that there is fo great a 
Difference as to Efficacy. | 
I looked up and ſaw what I never ſaw before, the Fialds 
already ripe unto Harveſt, 1 _ the Lokp of the Harvgſt 


am- 
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commanding me to put in my Sickle and reap : I conſidered 
that / had now an Opportunity put in my Hand that was not to 
laſt long, the Harveſt being the ſhorteſt Time of Labour in the whole 
Year. And therefore I reſolved to beſtir myſelf and attend 
zwholly to this very Thing. I looked upon my Pulpit-W/ort, 
tho? great, but a ſmall Part of my Taſk. I knew that ſeveral 
of the awakened were ignorant, that all of them needed parti- 
cular Direction, Inſtruction, and Conſolation, under their ſharp 
Convictions; and wanted much, under the Conduct of the 
HoLy SPIRIT, a ſpiritual Guide to direct them to Faith in 
Jesus ChRIST＋T, to which they were ſhut up. I appointed 
therefore, Mondays, Tueſdays, Thurſdays and Fridays, for the 
awakened and ſpiritually diſtreſſed to come to me for the *fore- 
ſaid Purpoſes : Which they did aſſiduouſſy and diligently {rom 
Morning to Night. The ſame Perſons ſometimes coming to 
me not only twice which was ordinary; but oftener in a Meet. 
Yea, even upon Saturdays, which I often grudged, but durſt 
not ſend them away who had come at ſome Diſtance, without 
converſing with them. At this Time I could not allow myſelf 
to be diverted from this Attendance, by any Viſitants coming 
to my Houſe, Miniſters or others. I was alſo greatly aſſiſted 
by ſome Miniſters and Preachers who ſtayed with me for ſome 
Time. Particularly at the Beginning of this Work Mr. Young 
Preacher of the Goſpel, who had been much at Cambuſſang, and 
had great Experience and Skill in dealing with the Diſtreſs'd, 
was greatly helpful to me. But of all others the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas Gilleſpie, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Carneck, was moſt 
remarkably God's ſent to me. He came to me upon the Mon- 
day before the Lord's Supper was given in the Congregation, and 
ſtayed ten Days. Both of us had as much Work among the 
Diſtreſs'd as kept us continually employed from Morning ts 
Night ; and without him, it would have been impoſſible for me 
to have managed the Work of that Week. Without ſuch 
Dealings with them, humanly ſpeaking, many of them mult 
have miſcarried, or continued much longer under their ſpiri- 
tual Diſtreſs. It is very true, Gop will deviſe Means to bring 
home his Baniſhed, as I have ſeen. But where there are Mi- 
zi/ters, theſe are the outward Means: If People in Diſtreſs wil 
not uſe them, they themſelves are to blame, and they cannot 
expect a deſirable Out-gate ; and if we will not apply ourſelves 
diligently to the Care of diſtreſſed Souls willing to make Uſe of 
us, the LoRD will provide without us, that his own Elect ſhall 


— . EE 


not 


„„ oY” 0 ORR 09 ono T.O0TT 


- A. 
*O0Q 7 


= 
o 


the Work at Kilſyth. 43 


not miſcarry; but Wꝛ will be to us. Their Blood, as well as 
thoſe who ſhall miſcarry, will be required at ur Hands. 

I was not without Temptations to ſlacken my Hand; both 
my own Mind, and others who withed me well, ſaid, Spare 
thyſe;f. I was afraid my Body would not ſtand through, and 
others told me I ſhould take Care of my Health ; but when I 
conſidered my natural Temper, that it muſt be employed ſome 
how, and that I ſpent near as much Time in Reading, I thought 
[ could ſuffer no more by this Application, & had not ſo much 
to fear from it as from any other conſtant ſedentary Employ- 
ment. But moſt of all I was influenced from the Conſideration 
of the LoR D's Call to this Service; that my Time, Health and 
Life were in his Hand ; that I had dedicated all to his Service 
and Glory ; that he had promiſed needful Strength ; that he 
would preſerve my Health and Life fo long as he had Uſe for 
them ; and that it would be highly unreaſonable for me to de- 
fire it longer; I reſolved not to ſpare my ſelf. It became ſcon 
the plea ſanigſt Work that ever I was engaged in. I ſound the 
Diſtreſs'd profiting under the Means of Grace by the Lor 0's 
Bleſſing; firſt coming to hate Sin, and mourn for it out of a 
Regard to Gop, and preſſing after an Intereſt in the LoR D 
JEsus CHRIST. It diverted me to ſee Young and Old carry- 
ing their Bibles with them, and either reading ſome Paſſage 
that had been of Uſe to them, or looking out and marking ſome 
Paſſage I recommended to them. The World appeared changed 
to me; and as I noticed to them, when I came to their Doors 
to catechiſe them, once or twice in the Year, the leaſt Trifle hin- 
dered their Attendance, but now they were glad to come t᷑tuice 
or thrice a Meet, and greedy to receive Inſtruction; and what 
cold Soul would not have rejoiced at ſuch a Change, and wel- 
comed them in the Name of the LoRxd. Tho? I was wearied 
when I went to Bed, yet like the labouring Man my Reſt was 
ſweet to me. The Lord gaye me the Sleep of his Beloved, 
and I was freſh by the Morning. And now after labouring ſo 
much for near theſe four Months, and preaching more than at 
any Time for a whole half. Year ; I mention it to the Praiſe of 
my great Maſter's Goodneſs, my Body is like thoſe of Daniel 
and the three Children, fatter in Fleſh than when I began, and 
my bodily Ails no wiſe increaſed. The Way of the Loxy 
hath been my Life and Strength. 6 

I ſhall ſubjoin to this Branch a Letter I received from the 
Rev, Mr. Williſen, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dundee, deſerv- 
ing the Reader's Peruſal. Dundeta 
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| | Dundee, June 14. 174% 
N 
N s to me of the 27th of May laſt did fill me with 
Wonder and Joy, and was mott refreſhing to-many 

of the Friends of CHRIS T's Kingdom to whom Wi ſhewed 
it. O that we could praife him, and call Heavep & Earth 
to praiſe him, for the Co MFoRTER's Continuance at Cam- 
buflang, and for his coming ſo many Miles on this Side of 
Glaſgow in the ſame Way as to Cambuſſang, as your Letter 
bears: Bleſſed be his Name for viſiting /o many Pariſbes at 
once, and Kilfjth in ſuch a wonderful Manner ; making 
your Congregati on to mourn together as for an only Son, 
ſo as to tind you Work daily from Morning to Night, in 
dealing with Souls diſtreſſed with a Senſe of Sin and Miſery, 
while without CHRIST. Bleſſed be his glorious Name for 
doing fuch wonderful Things fot you and your People, and 
for giving you extraordinary Strength and Vigour both in 
Body and Mind to fit you for extraordinary Service he is 
calling you to, and 20 make you delight in it as the moſt plea- 
fant Nerf cver yen dug engaged in. I deſire to praiſe the 
Lok p for putting ſuch high Honour upon you and your 
Brethren in your Country ; and alſo to pray as I can for a 
more plentiful Effuſion upon you, *till it arrive to a Flood 
which may overflow the whole Land, Surely we in this 
Part of Scotland need it as much as any Place I know ; Ah! 
our Ground is very dry, but bleſſed be God, the Shower 
ſeems to point Northward. We haye a great Number of 
young People in this Place who have changed their Way, are 
in love with Sermons and join in Societies for Prayer, for 
religious Conference, repeating Sermons, and Parts of the 
Bible, and are growing much in Knowledge, &c. But 
alas; their Canvictions for Sin do not appear to be deep 
enough, nor the Work on their Spirits to be ſo thorough as 
I obſerved at Cambuſſang. Yet I defire to wait and pray and 
to be remembered by you and your People at the Mercy- 
Seat ; and alſo to be thankful for our Day of ſmall Things. 
Tho? our Beginnings be but ſmall, yet by the divineBleſling, 
our latter End may greatly increaſe, if we could but believe, 
wreſtle and pray in Hope. I would fain hope that theſe 
are but Droppings before the Shower, which Gop is deſign- 
ing for Scotland, and that the Time to favour his Z an in it is 


near at Hand. Elijab's little Claud i ts ſpreading, and there 
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6 ig the Sound of Abundance of Rain. Surely after what we 
& have ſeen already, we need deſpair of nothing. If a Spirit of 
« Faith and Prayer were poured out, we might hope the bleſ- 
« ſed Work would ſpread, and go through the breadth and 
length of the Land; which would heal our woful Breaches, 
« and make us glad according to the Days wherein he hath 
tc afflicted us, and the Years wherein we have ſeen Evil. 
«© Mr, ------- writes me a very diſtinct Account of the Progreſs 
„ the Mert about him, namely in the Barony, Bothwel, and 
«© of ſome hopeful Beginnings at K:lmarnock and Irvine; and 
«© alſo promiſes to ſend me the Journal of that Perſon you ſpeak 
« of who hath got Relief by Faith in JESUS, as ſoon as printed 
« in the Meelly Hiſtory, for which I will be much obliged to 
« him, I am perſwaded the printing ſuch Accounts will be moſt 
« uſeful and edifying to many. I intreat you to urge Hr. 
&« to go on in publiſhing other Caſes of that Sort. Some Miniſters 
e here are propoſing to keep parochial Thank/giving Days for 
ce the good News you and others are ſending us. I am to aſſiſt 
te at one in Strickmartine, Hedneſday next, a neighbouring 
« Pariſh ; ſurely it is a kindly Way of ſupplicating God for 
<« the like Bleſſings. I intreat you may pray for poor Dundee, 
«© and our parched Shire of Augus. May the Lok p ftrengthen 
you more and more in his Service, and make you go on in it 
„with great Joy and Succeſs. 
« [ am, your B. and Servant in our Lord, 
„ J. WILLISON. 
« P. S. Oblige me by writing frequent, and ſend the in- 
% cloſed to Mr. ------ 

After Sermon, thoſe who were awakened that Day, were 
convened in my Barn. Sometimes they were ſpoke to all toge- 
ther either by myſelf or ſome other Miniſter, if any happened 
to be with us; as alſo we prayed with them. This, as was 
obſerved already, had frequently Effect upon the By- ſtanders 
by the Bleſſing of Gop ; ſome being awakened by ſeeing the 
Diftreſs'd and hearing the Exhortations given in the Barn. At 
other Times when I could not attend upon this, & there were 
no other Miniſters ; ſome of the Elders were ſent to pray and 
ſing Pſalms with them. | 

They were then brought by the Ellert unto me into my 
Clſzt one by one, and if there were many, two or three at a 
Time. If they were able to give an Account of themſelves, I 
enquired when they came firlt to be ſo deeply gancerned about 
$7 : * 1 the 
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the State of their Souls? What was the Occa/ion of it? And 
what they had heard that made the firſt Impreſſion upon them? 
After which I gave them ſome general Exhortations, and Direc- 
tions, ſuitable to their particular Caſe appearing to me, as the 
Lok p was pleaſed to help. 

The General Exhortations and Directions I gave them; were, 
to be very thankful to Gop, & bleſs him who had ſent his Hol v 
SPIRIT to convince them of Sin, becauſe they believed not 
upon CHRIST, and to make them ſenſible of their loſt State, 
that they might be delivered: To entertain a conſtant Fear leſt 
their Convictions and uneaſy Senſe of their Sin and Danger, 
ſhould go off without Converſion, and Coming to CHRIST by 
Faith ; ſeeing this had befallen many, who had been under 
greater and longer Diſtreſs than many of them yet were; And 
that if this happened to them, their Caſe would be worſe, and 
more dangerous than it was before : And therefore they ſhould 
take good Heed, that they reſiſt not the Convictions of the SPI- 
RIT, but liſten to them, and admit them to take Poſſeſſion of 
their Souls; that they need not be overwhelmed, for how great 
ſoever their Sins were, if they would repent and believe upon the 
Loxp J:sus Cunts, Gop promiſed to have Mercy upon 
them, and fave them; and that they muſt not be too impatient 
for Coinfort, nor too haſty to catch it; but that they mult ſtay 
Gop's Leiſure, and wait upon him patiently in a diligent Uſe 
of Means for a good Iifue. I prayed with them, and ſo diſmiſs'd 
them; without being more particular with them for the finſt 
Time : Several of them, thro* the Greatneſs of their Anguiſh 
not being able even to attend to ſuch ſhort and general Directi- 
ons. I recommended it to Strangers to apply frequently to their 
own Miniſters for Inſtruction, and Direction under their ſpiri- 
tual Diſtreſs; hoping that there would be no Miniſter, who 
would not make them welcome, inſtruct and direct them to 
JEsus CHRIsT where-ever they were awakened. I endea- 
vour yet to perſwade myſelf that the Jealouſy ſome of the Diſ- 
treſs'd entertain of a bad Reception is groundleſs : It were to 
be wiſhed that Miniſters who hear of any ſuch in their Con- 
gregation, would enquire after them, defire them to come to them 
from Time to Time, and hereby convince them that their Fealouſies 
are groundleſs, that they compaſſionate their Caſe, and are ready to 
afſit them, under the Pangs of the New-Birth, that they may not 
miſcarry. Nothing ſo tender as an afflicted Conſcience ; thoſe 


who have it muſt be tenderly dealt and born with, Let * 
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all who are called to the holy Miniſtry often think upon, 


£Ezek. xxxiv. 4. | 

As to the Method of my After-dealing with the Awakened as 
they came to me from Time to Time; this cannot be well 
narrated without giving an Account of the Progreſs of the Work 
of Conviction upon *em ; & therefore I ſhall refer it to that Article. 

I have #ept a Book, wherein from Day to Day I wrote down 
whatever was moſt material in the Exercifes of the Diſtreſs'd. 
This may appear an unſupportable Labour at firſt View, eſpe- 
cially where the Number of the Diſtreſs'd are ſo many. Yet 
I found it to-be very eaſy ; it ſaved much Time tome. An 
Index ] kept, bro't me ſoon to the Part of the Book, where the 
Perſon's Caſe was recorded. I had then a full- View of their 
Caſe, as it was when they were firſt with me. I ſaw what Pro- 
greſs their Convictions had made; and knew where I was to be- 
gin with them, without examining their Caſe every Time from 
the beginning anew,as I ſhould have been oblig'd to do: Which 
would have taken three or four times more Time than Ineeded 
to ſpend with them. It after all gave a full View of their whole 
Caſe when it came to an Iſſue; and made me more able to 
judge of it. 

I have laboured to be very cautious in pronouncing Perſons 
to be brought out of a State of Nature into a State of Grace. I 
have in many Caſes declared to Perſons that the Grounds of 
Eaſe and Reſt they took up with, were not ſolid nor good; 
which frequently had good Effect. And as to others, That if 
their Exerciſes were ſuch as they declared them to be, that they 
were really the Scripture Qualifications and Experiences of the 
Converted. But of this more in another Article. 

It made all this Labour more pleaſant to me that the LorD, 
even from the fir/t Meet, bro't ſome every Meet to ſatistying Re- 
lief by Faith in the LoRxD JESUS. The % Appearance of 
this filled me with Tears of Fey. It was in à Girl about Twenty, 
the very ft Week after the 16th of May. 

An Atftraft of her Caſe is as fellows. 

She formerly liv'd, for ſome Years, in this Pariſh, but at this 
Time, in the Neighbourhood. She was bro't under ſome Con- 
cern firſt at Cambiſlang, by hearing £14. xi. 21/7. preach'd upon. 
She was afraid the LoR p had paſs'd her by, when ſhe ſaw others 
under ſpiritual Diſtreſs. She wondered what Convittions were, 
hen ſhe heard them ſpoken of; and prayed for them. She 
was further awaken'd to ſee her Sin and Danger at &://3th upon 


the 
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the 16:h of May. She return'd to me the ſame Meet. I was 
greatly pleaſed with the Progreſs of her Convictions, with her 
Knowledge, and the longing Deſires ſhe expreſo'd after Jesvs 
CHRIST. I faid to ber ſitting by me, eſſay to accept cf the 
Lord Jesvs CHRIST, beſtir yourſelf, rife up at his Call, and 
invite him to enter into yourSoul ; without intending,or mean- 
ing what ſhe did. She aroſe with great Compoſure, ſtood and 
pray'd in a Scripture Stile, & with ſuch Connection, as noPer- 
ſon of a publick Character, needed to have been aſhamed to 
have pray'd fo before the niceſt Audience. I could diſcern as 
much of the Spirit of Grace and Adoption in it as any Prayer I 
ever heard. I could not recover it afterwards ; but reſolved that 
I would deſire her to pray the next Time ſhe returned. For J 
Jook*d upon her as having receiv*d the Spirit of Faith, tho? the 
continued diſconſolate. Next Week ſhe return'd ; ard I cauſed 
her to pray, after I had converſed & prayed with her. She did it 
in a Scripture Stile, with Connection, &great Earneſtneſs; ac- 
knowledging Sin Original & Actual; her utter Want of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the Wonderfulneſs of Gop's Patience towards 
her ; ſhe prayed for Mercy, to be drawn to JesUs CHRISTH, 
and that ſhe might be cloath'd with his white Raiment ; that 
he would ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to her weary,heavy laden and 
burthen'd Soul ; and that he would give her to come to him, 


who ſaith, Come to me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 1 


will give you Reſt ; that Satan might have no Intercit in her; and 
that the LORD would do for her above all ſhe could aik, think 
or crave ; giving Glory to him who /iveth and reigneth for cver. 
Sometimes in her Addreſs ſhe ſaid, ſweet Ixsus. She firſt came 
to ſenſible Relief the next Mect, in hearing a Sermon I preach'd 
from John xvi. 10. In her return Home by herſelf theſe Words 
were ſtrongly impreſs'd upon her, «© My Heart is fixed, O Gop, 
« my Heart is fixed; I will ſing & give Praiſe.” She fell down 
upon her Knees, ber Heart being filled with Joy in the LorD, 
and her Mouth with his Praiſe. She ſaid that May 16th, when 
ſhe was under her greateſt Diſtreſs, the laſt Verſes of the xl. cf 
Tſai. came to her Remembrance. They that wait upon the Lor p 
ſhall renew their Strength They ſhall mount up with Wings as 
Eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall walk & nat faint. 
This gave her ſome Support and Encouragement to wait upon 
the LorD. 2 To be continued.) 
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En were fene Diſorder; T could not foreſee ; but 
g zs ſoon as they appeared, I was careful to deſtroy 
them in the Bud, and prevent them in Time to comet 

Many when they ſaw the great Fears and Anguiſh 
thoſe awakened upon the 16th of Hay were in, concluded, 
That they were Sinners above all others, and that they had been 
guilty of ſome Sins more than ordinary, which came now to 
vive them ſo much Uneaſinefs. They entertained a Notion, 
that , they would confeſs theſe extraordinary Sins, it weuld give 
Eaſe to their Minds, and glorify God. This was followed with 
very bad Conſequences: One was, that ſome through theſe 
Miſtakes; attacked ſome of the awakened under their greateſt 
Agonies, and while they knew not what to do; and exhorted 
them to conſeſs all their Sins, and tell them what they had done 
that ſo vexed them, which might turn to their Eaſe. One poor 
Maman who was awakened upon the 1675 of May; but went 
home without ſpeaking with me, came to be in ſuch Agonies, 
as her Neighbours were obliged to watch with her all Night 
and ſhe being dealt with as above: acknowledged that ihe had 
been guilty. of Adultery, with a Man ſhe alſo named: She had 
teen of an evil Character for Curſing, Stolding, and living 11! 
with her Huſband, but no Body had ſuſpected her xÞu n- 
chaſte. She was brought to me early next Merging. When 
| beard the Story it gave me great Uneaſineſs, but there was no 
C6 7”. —_ 
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preventing the ſpreading of it; it was reported thro? the Neigh- 
bourhood by the Morning Light. . I heard alfo of Attempts of 
the ſame Kind mate upon ſome others, but without reproach- 
ful Conſequences. To prevent this for the Time to come, 
I publickly inſtructed the whole Congregation, that they were 
not bound to _ their ſecret Sins to any, but unto God, unleſs 
in Caſe of his bringing- them to Light, in his Providence : or 
in theCaſe of Wrong and Injury done their Neighbours, where 


Reparation or datisfaction ſhould be made, and Brotherly For- 


giveneſs ſought : Or in Caſe of great Vexation of Mind, and 
want of Advice for Relief about ſome particular Sin, that they 
ſhould do it to ſome Miniſter or prudent Chriſtian Friend, who 
would keep it as an inviolable Secret to the Day of Judgment : 
Diſcharging at the ſame Time all to inquire into the ſecret Sins 
of their Neighbours, ſhewing unto them the Evil of it ; And 


mioſt of all their blazing abroad the fecret Faults of their Neigh- 


be ur, when it could tend to no End but the Reproach of their 
Neighbour, and the Scandal and Offence of others. This 
Marning by the LoR D's Bleſſing, prevented any Diſorder. of 
this Sort, for the Time to come. There was another Evil 
Conſequence of this Miſtake ; that many, (tho? all the firſt awak- 
hed were of Blamelefs Lives, except the foreſaid Woman,) 
imagining, that they were troubled for ſome uncommon Sin, 
were thereby hardened againſi Convictions, whilſt they knew 
not themſelves to be guilty of any Sin more than ordinary. 
They never reflected upon the Evil of the leaſt Sin, and upon 
the dreadful Evil of rejecting Jesus CHRIS TH by Unbelief, 
worſe than the greateſt Sin againſt the Law. Theſe Things 
were obſerved to them in Preaching and private Conference ; 
but I am perfwaded, that had no great Influence until the Loxp 
was pleaſed to awaken ſeveral of the-young Ones, of whom 
could have no Jealouſy, that they had been Sinners above 
others, This ſerved effectually to remove the foreſaid Stum- 
Bling Block : And ſeveral came to reaſon the other Way, that 
if ſuch young Ones, comparatively Innocent, were brought un- 
der ſuch deep Concern about their Sin and Miſery ; How much 
Reafon had they to be affected, let them be ever ſo free from 
groſs Sins. A 88 

THERE were ſome other Diforders, that were like to ariſe 
in this and Neighbouring Congregations that were timeouſly 
noticed, rectified or prevented : And the People in this Con- 
gregation came willingly under very ſtrict and exact Rules for 
the Managemént of this Affair. 0 
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What made me in every thing to uſe the more Caution, was, 
That I was perſuaded, the further Progreſs this bleſſed Work ſhould 
make, tbe greater Oppoſitron would be made to it; and the more 
CHRIST ſhould triumph, the more Satan would rage, which Inow 
ſee come to paſs. For Satan ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed with the 
firſt Appearance at Cambuſiang, ſo as not to know well by what 
Methods to oppoſe it ; but now recovers. and rallies all his 
Forces to make Head. The Seceeders made the moſt Oppoſi- 
tion at the firſt, and thateven in a fainter and wavering Way. 
But now Nullifidians of all Sorts are making Head, ſuch as 
Arians who deny the Supreme Deity of our Lo RD and SA vi- 
OUR, and the Satisfaction he hath given to the. Juſtice of Gon 
for Elect Sinners: Arminians who have never been friendly to 
the Scripture Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone, without 
the Works of the Law ; and of the Sinner's Regeneration and 
Converſion by the ſupernatural Power of the HoLy GHos r. 
Andlaſt of all thoſe who cry up Morality without the Faith and 
Hope of the Goſpel, and that Love to Gop, which is ingen- 
dered by it; and ſo out of a Fondneſs for Pagan Ethicks, and 
Philsſophick Inſtitutions, defy our holy Religion. There are 
ſtrong Preſumptions the Anonymous Pamphlets ſo thick now 
flying are from theſe Sorts. And no wonder, for the Pregreſs 
74 this Work threatens Shame and Deſtru#ton to all their darling 

rinciples and Practiſes. & Fs 

MiLrox's beautiful Repreſentation of Satan lying ſtounded 
and thoughtleſs, by his forc'd Fall from Heaven, upon the 
burning Lake for a while; but recoyering Thought and Con- 
trivance, calling and rallying his Forces to fight againſt 
Heaven; ſtrikes my Mind as expreſſive of this. And there- 
with I ſhall conclude this Article. 

He introduceth Satan recovered from his Surpriſe, thus be- 
ſpeaking Beelxebub. 


But "wherefore let we then our faithful Friends, 
The Aſſaciates and Copart ners of our Loſs, 

Lye thus aſtoniſht on the Obltwvious Flood, 

And call them not to ſhare with us their Part 

In this unhappy Manſion ; or once more 

IVith Rallied Arms to try what may be yet 
Regain'd in Heaven, or what more bft in Hell, 


To whom Beelzebub anſwers, 
G 2 They 
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They will ſoon reſume 
New Courage and revive, though now they lie 
Graveling and proſtrate on you Lale of Fi re; 
As we ere while, aſtounded and amazed, 
Na wonder, yon Juch a pernicious Height. 


ARTICLE I. 


Concerning thoſe FrurTs of this Diſpenſation, which are, 
General as to the Boay of the People. | 


HE Fruits of this remarkable Out- pouring of the Hol x 

SPIR1T are either General, extending unto the Body of 

the People; or more particilar, the Awakening of many to 

an uneafy Sight of their Sin and Danger. the Converſſon of ſome 

of thoſe who were viſibly awakened, the hopeful Condition of 

fome others of the awakened, and the r and Attain- 
ments of former good Chriſtians. 

The firft of theſe is the Subject of this Article 3 the 
Inſtances of the good Fruits of this Work upon the Generality 
of the People, are the vi/ible Reformation from many open Sins 
in their Lives: Particularly Curfing, Swearing and minced Oaths 
too frequent, are laid aſide. *Drinking to "Excefs is either 
forborn or much diſcountenanced. In public occafional Meet- 
ings, ediſying Diſcourſe hath taken the Place of frothy, fooliſh, 
cenſorious, or otherways evil Speaking. Inſtead af worldly 
and common Diſcourſe upon the Lord's Day, there is that 
which is Spiritual, and Good to the uſe of Edifying. There 
is little of fitting Ile at their Doors, and Vaging in the Streets 
prophanely upon the Lords Day, which was toò common for- 
merly in the Town of Kil/yth. There is a general Defire after 
publick Ordinances : and whereas before this I never could pre- 
vail. with the beſt to attend the Preaching of the Word upon 
Mort Days, and therefore could have no ſtated weetly Day for 
this; they now deſire it, and the Genetality of the People 
frequent ĩt as regularly as upon the Lord's Day. The Wor- 
ſhip of God is ſet up, and daily kept up in many Families, who 
were known intirely to negleCtit aforetime. There are 
Societies erected for Prayer in the Pariſh, both of Oli and Young 
and theſe not only of Perſons who have been awakened at this 
Time, but of others. Former Feuds and Animeſities are in a 
great Meaſure laid aſide and * And this hath been 5 

Id 
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moſt peaceable Summer amongſt Neighbours that was ever 

known in theſe Bounds. TIhave heard little or nothing of that 

Pilfering and Stealing which was become fo frequent and un- 

eaſy before this Work began. Yea there have been ſeveral 

Inſtances of Re/titution, and ſome of theſe ſhewing Conſciences 
more than ordinary tender. The Change of the Face of our 
publich Meetings for Worſhip, is viſible ; there were never ſuch 

Attention and Seriouſneſs to be ſeen in them as now. The 

Change of the Lives of the Generality to the better, is obſerved 

by every Body who knew the Place. One obſerving Perſon 

in the Congregation, ſaid lately to me, That he was ſure, if 
there was no more, there was more Marality among them. It 

is ſtrange that ſome who make ſo much Noiſe ahout Morality, 

ſhould be ſuch Enemies to a Work which hath produced ſo 

much af it in the Lives of a whole Cauntry-Side. 

I ſubjoin to this Article an Atte/tation to the principal Fats 
contained therein, drawn up and ſubſcribed by the Elaers and 
Deacons of the Kirk-Sejion and ſome Heritors of the Pariſh, 
who have Acceſs to obſerve the daily Converſation of the 


People. 
ATTESTATION 
By Heritors, Elders and the Bailie of K:{th. 


Rev. Sir, | 
* Compliance with your Deſire to know what remarkable 

Reformation, and Change we obſerve, and ſee upon the 
outward Behaviour, Lives and Converſations of the People of this 
Pariſh ; we obſerve that whereas the Prophaning of the Holy 
Sabbath by idle Diſcourſe, walking abroad in Companies, and 
ſitting abdut Doors, were the ordinary Practice of Numbers in 
and about the Town of K:l/fyth : We now ſee not only this 
abandoned, but-inſtead thereof the private and ſecret Duties 
of Prayer practiſed, ahd ſpiritual and religious Converſation 
prevailing upon all Occaſtons ; eſpecially in coming and go- 
ing to and from the publick Ordinances : and further,that the 
ordinary and habitual Practice of Curſing, Swearing, Drinking 
to Exceſs, Stealing, Cheating, and Defrauding, and all groſs 
Immoralities are generally refrained, and ſeveral that were or- 
dinarily guilty of ſuch Crimes, now deteſt and abhor the 
ſame. Alſo Malice, By, Hatred, Strife, Contention, and 
Revenge, are ſo much decreaſed, that we have had few or no 


inſtances thereof this Summer. But on the contrary, Love, 
| Peace, 
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Peace, forgiving Injuries, and a charitable chriſtian Temper, and 
Diſpoſition of Mind, now prevail among ſeveral of thoſe, who 
have been moſt frequently overcome, by thoſe unruly Paſſtons. 


There are alſo Numbers of People who have either wholly 
or ordinarily neglected Family Worſhip, that now ordinarily 
practice it, and have more than ordinary Concern for the Glory 
of Gon, and the good of their own Souls. | 


There are not only a good many Societies for Prayer both of 
young Ones, and alſo of thoſe of riper Years ſet up of late ; but 
alſo ſeveral uſing Endeavours, and defirous to be admitted, 
whom formerly no Arguments could prevail with, to join in 
ſuch Religious and neceſſary Duties: and many are obſerved 
now frequently retiring to private Places, for ſecret Prayer upon 
the Sabbath-days, in the interval of public Worſhip. 


The obſcene, idle, wicked Conver ſation, of our Servants, and 
Daily-labourers, are now much abandoned and forſaken ; ſerious 
edifying religious Chri/tian Diſcourſe much praQtiſed, which 
uſed to be much neglected, eſpecially now in Harveſt-time : 
Written by Mr. John Buchanan, Seſſion-Clerk, and ſubſcribed 
by the following Elders at Kilſyth, the 5th Day of September, 
1742. And likewiſe the ſeveral Heritors here preſent, do at- 


eg the Truth of the ſame. 


Robert Graham of Thomrawer. | Henry Eucor, Elder. 
John Graham, of Auchinlach. | John Forreſter, Elder. 
Alexander Marſball, of Ruchill. | Fobn Achie, Elder. 
William Patrick, of Olaball. William Adam, Elder. 
Walter Kirkwood. Mark Scot, 


Jahn Buchanan, Clerk, ames Ranken, 
Alexander Patrick, Elder. ames Miller, 
James Rennie, Elder. John Sword, 
ames Zoull, I Andrew Provan, 


Kilſyth September 7. 1742. 

The above Declaration ſubſcribed at Kilſytb, Dated the 
5th of September, 1742. By Elders and Heritors, is likewiſe 
atteſted by me, John Lapſle, Elder. 


Kilſyths 
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Kilfth, September 8. 1742. 

I Alexander Forrefter, Bailie Deputy of Kil{th, Do — 
Certify, that ſo much of the Spirit of Mildneſs and Friendſhip, 
prevails amongſt the People in this Place, that there hath 
been no Pleas before our Court for theſe ſeveral Months paſt : 
Whereas formerly @ great many were brought before me 


every Week. 
Alexander Forreſter. 


DIO 33 . 070 GTC TOO CO error 38 OLOLOkS 
[The Rev. Mr. Robe ſending his Accounts of the Revival 
of Religion at KX71/yth and the neighbouring Places in the Vest 
of SCOTLAND, to the Preſs at Glaſgow, not all at once, 
but from Week to Week, or otherwiſe, as he could redeem 
Time to go on with his Narrative ; it was not finiſh'd when 
the laſt Ship came away. We ſhall therefore at preſent leave 
his Accounts, with the following Atte/tation ; which Mr. 
Robe had indeed inſerted between his Preface and his Narra- 
tive : but we choſe to defer it to this Place as a ſuitable Co- 
ſure of this Part of our Hiſtory.] | 


Atteſtation by the Rev. Mr. Gilleſpie, Miniſter of the Goſpel 


at Carnock. 


T YaAving lately been at Xilhyth, for ſometime, with Plea- 
| ſure and Thankfulneſs 1 did obſerve, what in my hum- 

ble Apprehenſion is a ſaving Wert of the SPIRIT. of 
Gon, upon the Souls of a great many Perſons of different Ages, 
with whom [I particularly converſed, brought under concern 
within theſe few Months. Their different Exerciſe as related 
to me appeared ſolid, ſcriptural, and intirely agreable with the 
Sentiments of learned judicious Diuines, whom I have heard 
treat the Subject of Converſion, or whoſe Writings on that 
Head I have perus d. I found what I take to be Evidence of 
Love to all who bear thelmage of CRRIST, and defire of the 
Salvation of others, prevalent in the Minds of chem who have 
attained in ſome Meaſure Peace in Believing z and in ſome 2 
conſiderable Degree of ſpiritual Joy. By what I can judge, 
the uncommon Symptoms with which the Trouble of ſome is 
attended, do flow from the clear and deep Diſcovery they re- 
deive of the Evit of Sin, and the Danger and Miſery of 2 
. ng 
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being without Intereſt in the Saviour. I ſaw Perſons Inſtantly 
ſeiz d with them in a very affecting Way; and entirely reheted 
upon attaining the well grounded Hope of being reconcil'd to 
Gop thro* CHRIST. They ſeem'd generally afraid of a 
Miſtake, and of taking Comfort without ſufficient: Reaſon, 
and diſpoſed to weigh their Experience in the Balance of Sctip= 
ture: Moſt of them perceived and groan'd under the Evil of 
Unbelief; and the more bright Views of the Sovereignty and 
Riches of Grace, and the Glory of Chriſt, any were bleſſed 
with, the more vile were they in their own Eyes, on ac- 
count of Sin that had crucify'd the Saviour, an Expreſſitn 
almaſt all of them us d. I could with all Freedom ſay more, 
and deſcend to Particulars in different Kinds, was it needful. 


* 


July 20. 1742. eee ee e 
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k. 35. J. 3. from the „Be „Read wwere Pout hearted. 
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Lately 3 oth we by Kneeland andGreen in Queen- 

ſtreet over againſt the Prifon : 

Jof Thoughts concerning the preſent Revival of Religion | in 

NEW ENGLAND, and the Way in which it aug ht to be arknow 
ledged and promoted : Humbiy offered to the Public ł, in a TREATISE 
on that Sujet In Five Parts; 

Part I. Sewing that the Work that bas of late been goirg on is 
- this Land, is a glorious Work of G © D 

Parr II. Shewing the Obligations that all are under, to acknowws 
badge, rejoyce in and promote thi; Work, and the great Danger 

of the cortrary. 
PART III. Sheeving in many Inflances wherein the Snbjects or Zed 
but Promoters of this Work bave been injuriouſly blamed. 
| Part IV. Shewing what Things are to be corrected or avoided, in 
- _ prometing thit Work, or in our Beba viour under it. 
Par V. Shewing poſs ri vely whe ought to be done to promote 

this M erk. 

= e Fowarps, A 1 Paſtor, of che Church « 


CHRIST at 8888. 
98 N a for 5. omas Prince, e A. 


qe two Stillnes newTenor per Quarter uncovered; and 


Pence more new Tenor perQuarter cover 'dfeal'd& de, 
excluſive of Poſtage. 
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Chriſtian Hiſtory ; 
Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in England Scotland and America. 
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To be publiſh'd Weekly. 


re 


Saturday APRIL 23. 1743. Nong. 
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: Aving begun the CHRISTIAN HisTORY with à re- 
markable Account of the Revival of Religion in the 
| Weſtern Parts of SCOTLAND, which Providence was 
pleaſed to ſend us at the Moment of cur entering on this Under- 
taking, and which we find has given a grateful Entertainment to 
many of the moſt ſerious and judicious on this Side of the Ocean: 
Je ſhall now turn our Eyes to the Chriſtian Hiſtory of NRW- 
ENGLAND. And to prepare the Way, for the leſs knowing 
Reader, who ought to be conſidered as well as the more knowing 3 
we ſhall endeavour theſe two Things ; 

I. To give ſome Account of our original Settlement, with the 
Principles, Spirit and Power of Religion among the primitive 
Planters. And then 

2. The great and lamented Decay of Religion in the ſucceed- 
ing Generations. 

I. Togive ſome Account of our originalSettlement,with thePrin- 
ciples, Spirit & Power of Religion among the primitivePlanters. 

As for our originalSettlement,we chuſe to repreſent it in the Words 
ef Others rather than our own: & as we know not a more clear & ſum- 
mary Account thereof, than in ſome Paragraphs ina Sermon of the Rev. 
Ar. Prince's, delivered at Cambridge, to the General Aſſembly f 
pin mane the Maſſachuſetts, May 27. 17 30,being the Anniver- 
ſary for the Election of His Ma jesTY*SCouNCIL for the Pro- 
vince, and publiſhed by their Order; to which are made ſome 
ſuitable Additions by the ſame Hand; we doubt not but they will 
be acceptable ta the Lovers of the original Deſign and Settlers of. 
theſe Plantations. The Sermon was from 1 Sam. II. 6, 7. And 
tie Paſſages are as folloto - 

9 And 
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AND how extreamly proper is it, upon the cloſe of the 
FIRST CENTURY of our Settlement in this chief wt 4 
the Land, which will now within a few Weeks expire, To 
look back to the Beginning of this remarkable Tran ſaction; and 
firſt commemorate the righteous and ſignal Hor of GOD 
towards us, both in our own Days and in the Days of our Fa- 
thers ; and then conſider the great and ſpecial Obligations 
they have laid upon us, with the Nature of our Carriage to- 
wards him for the Time paſt, and our Intereſt and Wiſdom for 
the future. | | 
<< Give ear therefore O my People to my Law: incline 
c your Ear to the Words of myMouth ! I will utter Things 
&« of old, which we have heard and known and our Fathers 
© have told us. We will not hide them from their Children; 
<< ſhewing to the Generation and Century coming on, the 
& Praiſes of the LoRD, and his Strength, and his wonderful 
« WoRKs that he has done. For he eſtabliſhed aTeſtimony 
% in Jacos, and appointed a Law in IsRAEL, which he 
« commanded our Fathers, that they ſhould make known the 
«© WoRKs of GOD to their Children : that- the Generation 
« to come might know them, even the Children which ſhould 
e he born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their Chil- 
c dren ; that they might alſo ſet their Hope in GOD, and not 
« forget his Works, but keep his Commandments, 


And 1ſt, Let us conſider D the FaTHERs of theſe Plan- 
tations were, and what were their di/tinguihhing Characters; 
that we may give to GOD the Glory of the excellent Honour 
He was pleas'd to put upon them, and ſee our own Obligations 
to Him for deriving us from ſuch eminent Anceſtors: 

For the Generality of them They were the near Deſcen- 
dants of the firſt Reformers in ENGLAND. They were born 
of pious Parents, who brought them up in a Courſe of Atrict Re- 
ligion, and under the Miniſtry of the moſt awakening Preachers 
of thoſe Days. Like ſo many Timothies, they were from their 
Childhood taught to know the Hol v ScRIPTUREs, to reve- 
rence them as the Inſpirations of GOD, as the only Rule of 
Faith and Pjety, and to aim at both a pure ſcriptural May of 
Worſhip, and at the vital Power and Practice of Godlineſs : 
And they continued in the Things they had learned and been 
aſſured of, as knowing of whom they had learned them, 


Under 
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Under ſuch Means as theſe they became inſpired with a Spirit 

8 iety, and with a growing Zeal to reform the IWorſhip of 

D to the moſt beautiful and perfect Model of his own In- 
ſtitutions. 

In Points of Doctrine, they intirely held with the Church of 
EXGLAND, their Judgment of Orthodoxy being the very ſame : 
But they apprehended it to be the ſole Prerogative of GOD 
Himſelf, aud a Glory that he would not give to another, to 
appoint the Orders of his own Houſe,and the acceptable Ways 
of his own Worſhip : That RELIG10N 1s 4 free Obedience to 
the known Laws of GOD ; and it is neither in the Power of 
Men or Angels, to make that Religion which he has not made 
ſo himſelf : That his own Inſtitutions ought not to be ſet on a 
Level, mixed or debaſed with the low Devices of Men; and 
that it is a plain, full and deciſive Rule of his own Injunction- 
To the LAW and to the TESTIMONY 3 if they beat not accord- 
ing to THIS WoRD, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. 

This! is the pure Religion which our Fathers admir'd and 
aim'd at, and at nothing in Religion but what was inſpir'd of 
GOD. II is and nothing elſe, they earneſtly breath'd and 
labour'd after: But for labouring after it, tho* ſome of the 
moſt pious on Earth, they were cenſured, purſued, ſeized, im- 
priſoned, fined, and ſuffered a World of Hardfhip not now to 
be named, 

But the omniſcient and ſovereign GOD had eſpied and cho- 
ſen this Land for our Fathers, for a Refuge and Heritage for 
them and their Children; that here they might ſet up his Wor- 
ſhip and Churches according to the inſpired Pattern, behold the 
Beauty of the Divine Appointments i in their Scriptural Purity, 
and leave theſe ineſtimable Privileges, which they juſily pre- 
ferred above all Things elſe in the World, as a bleſied Inheri- 
tance to their Poſterity, as we ſee at this Day. 

And now let us look back and behold in what a remarkable 
Manner, the GOD of our Fathers was pleaſed to bring them 
out of the Land of their Sorrows, to this far diſtant and quiet 
Receſs of the Earth, and put it into their Hands. 

Firſt, He ſends a ſmaller Company into a neighbouring State, 
viz. into HOLLAND in 1610 ; that there they might form 
themſelves into a regular Eccleſiaſtical Body, till this hidden Part 
of the Earth ſhou'd appear to the Light, and yet come under 
ſuch a diſcouraging Character, that none but Men inſpir'd with 
s Zeal for Religion would go on to jettle it. He diſappoints 
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the ſucceſſive Endeavours of others who came hither only out 

of ſecular Views, till the Country comes to be given. up and. 

abandoned as not worthy the looking after by any trading Nation, 

And then He ſends both waſting Diſeaſes among the native In- 

habitants, and fierce Contentions among the Survivors, that 

pony diminiſhed their Numbers, and made Room for his 
eople. 

But O how horrid and diſmal do theſe new found Regions ap- 
pear ! On the Shoars and Rivers, nothing but Sights of wretch- 
ed, naked and barbarous Nations, Adorers of Devils ---- 'The 
Earth covered with hideous Thickets, that require infinite Toils 
to ſubdue --- A rigorous Winter for a third Part of the Year --- 
Not a Houſe to live in --- Not a Chriſtian to ſee --- None but 
Heathen of a ſtrange and hard Language to ſpeak with --- Not 
a Friend within three Thouſand Miles to help in any Emergency 
--- and a vaſt and dangerous Ocean to paſs over to this / 

But the ALMIGHTY inſpires with a Zeal and Courage 
that nothing can daunt, with a Faith and Patience that nothing 
can brake. He raiſes up Men of ſuperior Piety, Reſolution 
and Wiſdom to lead and animate in the great Deſign. Such 
as Mr. CARVER, BRADFORD, and WinsLow, 
ſucceſſive Governors of PL MOUTH ColoN , who came to- 

ether with about a Hundred Souls in the ft Ship, which ſet 
Fi the laſt Time from PLYMoUTH in ENGLAND on Sept. 6, 
1620. And on they come, all alone, a ſmall and feeble Num- 
ber, thro' contrary Storms and boiſterous Seas they were never 
us*'d to: tho? twice driven back, a terrible Winter approach- 
ing, their Wives and poor piteous Children with them, and 
like ABRAHAM of old they know not whither. But the LORD 
is their Guide: He divides the Seas before them: He leads 
them thro” in Safety: He brings them with Joy to the Border 
of his deſigned Sanctuary, to this mountainous Country which 
his right Hand had purchaſed. They arrived inCapECopHar- 
bour on Nov. 1. and at thePlace they named P in NRW- 
ENGLAND, in Dec. And the Lok p having caſt out Multitudes 
of Heathens before their Arrival, He gives them Favour in the 
Sight of the reſt: He divides his People an Inheritance by Line, 
and makes them to dwell in Peace in the midſt of many power- 
ful Nations, that cou'd have ſwallow'd them up in a Moment, 
for above fifty Years together. 

But a greater CoLoxy, viz. the MassACAUSETTS, is now 
coming on, to ſtrengthen the «ther, and to fill up the Land 2 
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Sea to Sea, and from the River to the Ends of the Earth. And 
here, Behold and wonder how this is alfo accompliſhed. 

Great Numbers of eminent Perſons, and others, of the ſame 
prous and pure Diſpoſitions in the main with the former, yet 
continued in the Churches of ENGLAND and in Communion 
with them as long as the higher Powers indulg'd them, with 
earneſt Deſires, Labours and Hopes of a farther Reformation 
of Worſhip. But a Spirit of ſevere Inpaſitian is now let looſe 
upon theſe. The Book of Sports on the Holy Sabbath of GOD 
muſt be read by the Miniſters in the publick Aﬀemblies ; ang 
their Aſſent to unſcriptural Ways of Worſhip muſt be /ubſcribed 
as a neceſſary Term of their Preaching, even tho' they were 
ſolemnly ordain'd in the Church to the Office, requir'd by 
CaR1s'T himſelf to diſcharge it, and had a Wo laid on them if 
they deſiſted to do it. And for preſerving their Conſciences 
pure, they are driven out of their Churches, they are forced from 
their Flacks that lov*d them as the Light of their Eyes, and are 
more harraſſed and worried than the vileſt of Men. 

And now, at once, to the Surprize of the Nation, in almoſt 
every Corner They are moved of GOD to look to this Part of 
the Wilderneſs He had been preparing for them. Many Per- 
{ons of ſhining Figures are raiſed up to eſpouſe their Cauſe and 
venture with them. Their Prince is prevail'd on to grant them 
a Charter of diſtinguiſhing Privileges. They hear, they riſe, 
they flow together: Their Flicks in great Numbers attend and 
follow them. They all relinquiſh their delightful Seats and their 
deareſt Friends, they put off their fair Eſtates, they caſt them- 
ſelves and their Children on the tumultuous Ocean ; and no- 
thing can move them, ſo they may come into a Wilderneſs, rude 
and hideous, to hear the Voice of their Teachers, become a 
Covenant People of GOD, obſerve his Laws, ſet up his Taber- 
nacle, behold his Glory, and leave theſe Things to their Off- 
ipring for ever. 

And the LORD preſerves them, He makes the Depths of 
the Sea a Way for theRanſomed to paſs over : He brings them 
in Thouſands to theſe peaceful Shoars : And here, They that 
knew not each other before, ſalute and embrace with Joy : He 
unites them in the moſt lovely Agreement to profeſs and ſerve 
Him: They publickly and ſolemnly enter into Covenant with 
Him, to love and obey Him, to make his Dactrines the only 
Rule of Faith, and his Inſtitutians the only Rule of IFarfhip - 
And with united Joy they ſing to the LORD ( Thou in thy 

Mercy 
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& Mercy haſt led forth the People which Thou haſt redeemed: 
Thou haſt guided them in thy Strength to thy Holy Habita- 
tion: Thou haſt brought them in and planted them in the 
« Mountain of thine Inheritance, in the Place O LORD 
* which Thou haſt made for Thee to dwell in, in the Sanctu- 

«© ary which thy Hands have eſtabliſhed : and the LORD 
< ſhall reign for ever and ever. 

On Saturday Fune 12. 1630. Arrived in Bel pers the 
Arabella, with Governour WIN T HRO and ſome of bis Aſſiſ- 
tants, bringing the Charter of the MassacnvustTs Colony, 
and therewith the Government transferred hither : The other 
Ten Ships of the Fleet with Deputy Governour DUDLEY and 
the other Aſſiſtants arriv'd in Salem and Charles Rivers before 
July 11. In the ſame Month the Governour, Deputy Gover- 
nour and Aſſiſtants, with the Rev. and famous Mr. IVilſon and 
Philips, came with their Goods to Charls/tawn : where the fr f 
Court of Aſſiſtants was held on Aug. 23. the ſame Year. 
And the Number of People which arrived this Summer was 
about Fifteen Hundred. 

At firſt indeed, they met with very grievous Trials, and en- 
dur'd a World of Hardſbip and Afiifttion : For tho' the LORD 
had thus redeem'd and gather'd them out of other Lands, and 
brought them hither ; yet here they had only ſolitary Ways 
and Thickets to wander through, and no Towns or Houſes to 
Teceive or cover them. Thoſe who before had liv'd in the 
midſt of Plenty and Delights, now greatly ſuffer for want of 
Lodging, Bread, and Defence from Weather. Hungry and. 
thirſty, their Souls fainted in them. They are wet with the 
Showers of the Mountains, and embrace the Rocks for Shelter. 
They quickly ſink their rang ee ; they are forc'd to 
give their pleaſant Things for Meat to relieve the Soul; and 
many of their Wives and Children expire about them. But 
they endure with Patience, and —4— GOD, and He ſends 
Relief. He ſatisfies their longing Souls and Alleth them with 
Goodneſs. He builds them Houſes and Towns for Habitation 
He prepares them Fields for planting, and He turns the Defart 
into a fruitful Land. He increas'd their Cattle; and He bleſs'd 
their Perſons, ſo that they multiplied greatly, and He made 
them Families and Churches round about. 

In June 1636, the Reverend and renowned Mr. Hooker, 
with about a Hundred in Company went up from the Maſſa- 


chuſets, began the Town of Hartford, and laid the F W 
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of CONNECTICUT-CoLoNY. In the following Year, the Rev. 
and famous Mr. Davenport, with the honoured Mr. Theophilus 
Eaton, began the Town of New- Haven; and laid the Founda- 
tion of NEw-Haven CoLony. And in 1639, a Church 
was gathered at Hampton; which was the firſt in the Province 
of NEw-HAMPSHIRE., | | 

It muſt be here obſerved, that tho? the Generality both of the 
firſt Leaders, Heads of Families & Freemen,were Perſons of noted 
Piety; yet there were great Numbers, not only of the younger 
Sort, both of Children and Servants, but alſo of elder of every 
Age, who came over both in the Year 1630 and the Ten fol- 
lowing Years, that came hither only under the common Impreſ- 
fros of a pious Miniſtry or Education, or the religious Influence 
of their Friends, or Heads of Families they belong'd to: And 
who were therefore fit Materials for the numerous Converſions 
which quickly followed, under the lively, ſearching and awa- 
kening Preaching of the primitive Mini/ters, 

And now the WiLDERNEss and the ſolitary Place is glad 
for them: The Deſart rejoices and bloſſoms as a Roſe ; it 
bloſſoms abundantly with Peace and Righteouſneſs ; it rejoices 
with Joy and Singing. The Glory of Lebanon is given to it, 
the Excellency of Carmel and Sharon ; they ſee the Glory of 
the LORD and the Excellency of our GOD. The Waters 
of the Divine Influence break out in the Wilderneſs, and the 
Streams in the Deſart: The parched Ground becomes a Pool; 
and the thirſty Land, Springs of Water: In the Habitations of 
Dragons where they lay, there grows up the Graſs; and an 
High Way now is there, which is call'd the Hay of * 
over which the Unclean do not paſs, and the wayfaring Men 
do not err therein, A - brig 

And to the great Glory of GOD be it ſpoken ---- There 
never was, perhaps, before ſeen ſuch a Body of pious People 
together on the Face of the Earth. For thoſe who came over 
firſt, came hither for the Sake of RELIGION, and for that 
pure Religion which was entirely hated by the Looſe and Pro- 
fane of the World. Their Civil and Ecclgſiaſtical LEADERS 
were exemplary Patterns of Piety : They encouraged only the 
Firtuous to come with and follow them: They were ſo ſtrict 
on the Vicious both in the Church and State, that the Incorrigi- 
ble could not endure to live in the Country, and went back 
again. Profane Swearers and Drunkards are not known in 
the Land. And it quickly grew ſo famous for Religion 
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abroad, that ſcarce any other but thoſe who lik'd it, came ovet 
for many Yeats after. And indeed ſuch vaſt Numbers were 
coming, that the Crown was obliged to ſtop them, or a 
Part of the Nation had ſoon emptied it ſelf into theſe Americai 
Regions. 

And for thoſe who were here---The SPIRIT from on high 
is powred upon them, and the WiLDERNEss becomes a 
fruitful Field: Judgment and Righteouſneſs continue in it, and 
the Effect of Righteouſneſs is Peace. While a cruel ar rages 

the Kingdom they left, lays it waſte, and drowns-it in 

the People here dwell in peaceable Habitations, in 

fure Dwellings, in quiet reſting Places. And the Loxp 
enlarges the Bounds of their TIS: He ſtretches forth the 
Curtains of their Habitations ; He makes them to break forth 
on the Right Hand and on the Left; He makes their Seed to 
inherit the Lands of the Gentiles, the (deſolate Places to be 
inhabited. In Twenty ſeven Years from the firſt Plantation, there 
were Forty three CHURCHES in joint Communion with one 
another. And in Twenty ſeven Years more, there appear above 
Four ſcore Engliſh CHURCHEs of CHRIST, compoſed only of 
known, pious and faithful Profeſſors, diſperſed through the 
Wilderneſs ; viz. Twelve or Thirteen in Plymouth Colony, 
F orty-ſeven i in the Maſſachuſetts Colony and Province of New- 
Hampſhire, Nineteen in Connecticut, Three in Long-1/land, 
and One at Marthas Vineyard. 


[Thus have we given a general View of the original Settlers = 


and' Settlements of this Chriſtian Country. We propoſe to give 
our Readers ſome remarkable Extrabis concerning the Power 
and Prevalence of Religion among them from ſome of our 
moft famous Mriters, who were Eye-Witneſſes thereof, in 


the 1 Paper. 


. . 
' * * * 15 * 5 8 * p * 9 4 * 1 $ > N " 
8 * * * * - m * - * — - A " La fo ( Y '@; * — 1 - 4 N — * 1 fo - * '® » 2 _ — — 1 , * * 
= * * 7 18 24 1 #4 . n 4 * 2 74 48 # &* # 4 wh \ 1 # z\ Wo, S I% * 


B O8STO N: N. E. Printed for Thomas Prince, Junr. A. B. 
at fzwo Shillings new Tenor per Quarter uncovered, and fi# 
Pence more new Tenor per Quarter cover'd,feal'd& directad, 
excluſive of Poſtage. Of whom may be had all theNumbets 


the DET: 


Sam * 4 | x 4 ” | 


Fw 


SSS Hj >” >», py =. w 


wa EE „ 


be writes as follows — 


eee 
a | 
0 © 1 
Chriſtian Hiſtory ; 
Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in England Scotland and America. 
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N.B. Page $7: line 2 from the Bottom, fead 1 Sam: XII. 64 5: 


Page 59. line 5 from the Bottom, read in 160g & 1668: 
Page 6o. line 2 from the Bottom, read MssacHUSET TG. 


Page 62. The ſecond Paragraph fhould begin thus, 


In 1628, Mr. NDIcor, afterwards Governour, with 
a ſmall Company araived at the Place they named Salem, 
and there begin the Settlement of the Mass Achu⸗ 
SETTs: The nert Year, the Rev. Mr. Fx ANCTS Hrg= 
GINSON and others arrive at the ſame Place, and therg 
begin the fit Churth of the Colony. And on Saturdiy 
J une I2, & 0. . 
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E tiow proceed to fome Accounts of the Spirity 
Power and Prevalence of Religion among the origi» 
nal Settlers of NEw<ENGLAND, as given by ſome 

of our maſt famous Ment who lived with them. < 
And the fir/t is from the Rev. and learned Mr. Nor rox: 
who arrived at Plymouth in 1635, in the 3oth Year of his Age; 
after ſome Time preaching there, tho? earneſtly deſired to ſet- 
tle, was prevailed with to remove to Ipſwich; and on the 
Death of the Rev. and renowned Mr. Cor ro of Boſton to 
kettle with the fir/# Church in this Town ; where he liv'd in the 
higheſt Eſteem. It is in his Tract intitled, The Heart of Nx w- 
ENGLAND ren, &c, printed at Cambridge in 1659 :_to the 
writing and publiſhing of which he was appointed by the Gene- 
ral Court of the Maſſachuſetts : And at the End of the Tradt 
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cc It concerneth NE w-ENGL AND always to remember, that 
& originally they are a Plantation RELIGIOUS, not a Planta- 
tion of Trade. The Profeſſion of the Purity of Doctrine, 
«© Worſhip and Diſcipline is written upon her Forchead. A 
„ Spot of this vaſt Jeſbimon * converted into Cornfields, Or- 
c cherds, Streets inhabited, and a Place of Merchandixe, c AN- 
«<< Nor denominate NEW- ENGLAND. All theſe notwith- 
« ſtanding ; I ſhe fall away from her Profeſſion, call her 
c ICHABOD, the Glory is departed. In ſuch Cafe, what was 
<< ſaid of Sammum, ſome Time a famous City in Tracy, viz. 
« that They ceu'd not find Samnium in Samnium ; will be ve- 
ec rified concerning theſe Churches, viz. that Ng w-ENG- 
% LAND is not to be found in NEw-ExGLAND.” 

It is ſome Pleaſure to think that this remarkable Paragraph 
is now tranſcribed in his Study, where *tis probable it was wrzt- 
ten, N Years ago And as he judiciouſly and piouſly 
obſerves, that It concerneth NRW- ENGLAND ALWAYS 1 
REMEMBER the Purport thereof; It is alſo a Pleaſure, that 
for the ſame Deſign we are now in Providence on this Occa- 
ſion directed to revive it; and therewith the Memory of this 
great Man who was accounted one of the principal Glories 
of Boſton and New-England, for Piety, Wiſdom, Parts and 
Learning, in his Day; was ſent by the General Aſſembly of the 
MassACHUSETTS their Agent with the Honourable S1MoN 
BRADSTREET, Eſq; to K. CHARLEs the II, upon the Re/- 
toration ; and returning, died on the 5th Day of this Month 
juſt Fourſcore Years ago, to the great Lamentation of this 
Town and Land. 1 

Agreable to Mr. Nox ToN's Admonition, our ſecond Ex- 
tract is from aSermon of the venerableMr. JoHNHIOGOGINSON 
Paſtor of the Church of CHRISH at Salem; who came with 
his Rev. Father thither in 1629, when he was about 13 Vears 
of Age; after being fitted for the Miniſtry, He preached firſt 
at Saybrook ; afterwards lived at Hartford, about 1643 became 


* 


* 
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* JESHIMON is an Hebrew Word in Numb. XXI. 20, which 
ſignifies the 1/ilderneſs. Avenarius ſays, the great, waſte and 
horrid Wilderneſs. And it ſeems to mean the ſame which 
Moſes calls That great and terrible Wilderneſs between Egypt 
and Canaan, in which the Children of 7/7ael travelled for 
forty Years, Deut. I. 1,19. 
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| | / 

a Miniſter at rn in 1659 atSalem. The Title of his 

Sermon is-<-The CAust of Gop and his People in Nx w-EN G- 
LAND; as it was ftated and diſcuſſed in a Sermon Preathed be- 

bre the GENERAL CouR'T of the MaAsSSACHUSETTS- 

Colony en May 27. 1663, being the Day Election at 
Boſton : Printed at Cambridge the ſame Year, and 'tis con- 
cluded at the Order of the General Court, The Text is in 
1 Kings viii. 5759 ; and the Paſſages are Theſe--- 

We may hence inform ourſelves, not only what the 

« CavsE of Go and his People is in other Parts; but what it 
is here with Us. I ſay, to inform us what is the Cauſe of 
Go and his People in NEW-ENGLAND. i 
« Firſt then, in the general the Cauſe of Gon and his Peo- 
ple amongſt us is the Cauſe of REr1c1on, I fay the Cauſe 
of RELIGION, i. e. the Pre, ſſian and Practice 7 the one true 
Religion to be in all Things according 19Ged"sIWord. This was 
the Cauſe of Gop and //rael then, the ſame is the Cauſe of 
Gop and his People now. To te & ſeek for all theCommand- 
ments of Gon. To walk in his IVays and to keep his Cam- 
mandments, which he commanded our Fathers, as it is in the 
Text: that euery Thing in Doctrine, IForfhip and Diſcipline, 
be conformed unto and regulated by the Rule of the Word. 
This is the Cauſe of Gop and his People inNe w-ExGLaxy 
in the General. 

1. Not the getting of this IWarldsGood, The Cauſe we are 
ſpeaking of, it never was, it is not now, the getting & increaſing 
of this Worlds Good. Our Saviour CHRIST hath com- 
manded, Seek firſt the Kingdom of Go and the Righteouſ- 
neſs theres, and all other Things ſhall be added, Mat. 6. 33. 
Accordingly when the Lord ſtirred up the Spirits of fo many 
of his People to come over into this Wildernets, it was n t 
for worldly Wealth, or a better Livelihood here for the 
outward Man : the generality of the People that came over 
profeſſed the contrary : nor had we any rational Grounds to 
expect ſuch a Thing in ſuch a Wilderneſs as this. 
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+ For the Information of Strangers it may be convenient to 
obſerve; that Plimouth and Maſſachuſetts Col ox iEs were 
Tios diſtinct Governments till Octob. 7. 1691; when K. 
Milliam & Q. Mary united them into Oue by the 
Name of the PROVIxCE of the Maſſachuſeits Bay in 
New-ExcLagD. rats; | | 
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And though Go p hath bleſſed his poor People here with 
© an Addition of many earthly Comforts, and there are that 
have increaſed here from fma]l Beginnings to great Eſtates, 
that the LoR D may call this whole Generation to witneſs and 
c ſay, O Generation ſee the Mord of the LORD, have I been 
< a Wilderneſs unto you ? Jer, 2. 32. O Generation ſee ! 
Look upon your Towns and Fields, look upon your Habi- 
tations and Shops and Ships, and behold your numerous 
Pofterity, and great Increaſe in the Bleſſings of the Land and 
Sea, Have 1 been a Wilderneſs unto yu ? We muſt needs 
Anſwer, No LoRp, thou haſt been a gractous GOD, and 
exceeding good unta thy Servants, ever ſince we came into this 
Wilderneſs, even in theſe earthly Bleſſings, we live in a more 
plentiful and comfortable Manner thay ever we did expect: But 
theſe are but Additions, they are but additional Mercies, it 
was another Thing and à better Thing that we followed the 
Lok into the Wilderneſs for, 

My Fathers and Brethren, this is never to be forgotten, 
that NR w-ENGLAND 7s originally a Plantation of RELIGION, 
not a Plantation of Trade. | a 
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Let Merchants and ſuch as are increaſing Cent per Gent 
remember this: Let others that have come over ſince at 
ſeveral Times underſtand this, that worldly Gain was not 
the End and Deſign of the People of NEwENGLAND, but 
RELiciown. And if any Man amongſt us make Religion as 
twelve, and the World as thirteen ; let ſuch an one know he 
hath neither the Spirit of a true New- England-Man, nor yet 
of a ſincere Chriſtian, &c. | 
There are other remarkable Paſſages which we reſerve for 
other Occaſions. And now paſs on to the third Extract from 
a Sermon Preached to the General Court at Befton, April 29. 
1668, being the Day of Election there, By the excellent Mr. 
WILLIAM STOUGHTON, then a Preacher of the Goſpel in 
Dorcheſter, was three Years after choſen a Magiftrate of the 
Maſſachuſetts Coleny; in 1692, by K. William and Q. Mary 
made Lieut. Governour and Commander inChief of the Mas- 
SACHUSETTS Province; and lived and died in the higheſt 
Eſteem among us, for Piety, Learning, Conduct, and all Kinds 
of publick Virtues and Endowments. He was Son of Mr. 
Iſrael Stoughton, who came to Boſton in 1633, ſettled at Dor- 
cheſter, and in 1637, was choſen a Magiſtrate of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts Colony. And this worthy Son was about * 
wen 
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when his Father came; in 1650, took his iſt Degree at Har- 
vard College ; and ſo liv'd with the primitive Planters of Nx w- 
ENGLAND, Was thirty eight Years old, when he preach'd the 
Sermon, and therein he ſays as follows--- 

« This we may know, That the Lok D's Promiſes and Ex- 
« peftatians of great Things have ſingled out New-Exc- 
< LAND, and all Sorts and Ranks of Men among us, above 
any Nation and People in the World. 

As for ſpecial Relation unt GOD ; whom hath the 
Lokp more fignally exalted then his People in this Wilder- 
* neſs? The Name and Intereſt of Gon, and Covenant Rela- 
tion to Him, it hath been written upon us in Capital Letters 
from the Beginning. Go had his Creatures in this Wil- 
dernets before we came, and his rational Creatures too, yea 
a Multitude of them; but as to Sons and Children that are 
Covenant-born unto Gop ; Are not we the fir/# in ſuch a 
Relation? In this Reſpe& we are ſurely the Lord's firſt- born 
in this Wilderneſs. Of the poor Natives before we came, 
we may ſay as Iſai. 63. 19. They were not called by the 
Lord's Name, he bear not Rule over them: But we have been 
from the Beginning, and we are the Lord's. 
As for Extraction and Deſcent, if we be conſidered as a 
Pofterity ; O what Parents and Pradeceſſors may we the moſt 
of us look back unto, through wheſe Loins the Lox p hath 
ſtretched forth the Line of his Covenant, meaſuring of us 
out, and taking us in to be a peculiar Portion to himſelf ? 
As for Reſtipulations, and Engagements back again ta GOD; 
What awful publick Tranſactions of this Kind have there 
been amongſt us? Hath not the Eye of the Loxp beheld 
us laying Covenant Engagements upon our ſelves ? Hath not 
his Ear heard us ſolemnly avouching him, and him alone, to 
be our Gop and Sa viouR? Hath not a great Part of the 
World been a Witneſs of theſe Things, even of our ex- 
plicit Ownings of, and Covenantings with the LoRÞ as our 
GOD, laying this as a Foundation-Stone in our Building; 
and of this we may ſay, It hath been a ſpecial Exaſpera- 
tion unto Adverſaries and IIl-willers, that deſpiſed Nz w- 
* ENGLAND hath laid Claim to, and publickly avouched 
and challenged a ſpecial Intereſt in Gop above others. 

* As for our Advantages and Priviledges in a Covenant-State ; 
* Here Time and Streagth would fail to reckon up what we 
have enjoyed of this Kind; if any People in the mo 
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© have been lifted up to Heaven as to Advantages and Privi- 
ledges, we are the People. Name what you will under this 
< Head, and we have had it. We have had 1»/es & Aaron 
< tolead us; we have had Teachings and Inſtructions ; Line 
upon Line, and Precept upon Precept; we have had Ordinan- 
ces and Gofpel-Difpenſations the choiceft of them; we have 
< had Peace and Plenty; we have had Afflictions and Chaſtiſe- 
ments in Meaſure; we have had the Hearts, and Prayers, 
and Bleſſing of the Lord's People every Where; we have 
had the Eye and Hand of Gop watching and working every 
Way for our Good; aur Aaverſaries have had their Rebukes, 
we have had our Encouragements, and a Wall of Fire round 
about us. What could have been done more for us than 
hath been done? „„ | 
And then in the laſt Place, As to NEw-ENnGLAND's 
Firft Mays; What glorious Things might here be ſpoken, 
unto the Praiſe of Free Grace, and to juſtify the Lok p's 
Expectations upon this Ground? ' Surely Gop hath often 
ſpoke concerning his Churches here, as in Fer. 2. 2. I re- 
member the © Kindneſs of thy Youth, &c. O what were the 
open Profeſſions of the Lox D's People that firſt entred this 
Wilderneſs? How did our Fathers entertain the Goſpel, 
and all the pure Inſtitutions thereof, and thoſe Liberties 
which they brought over? What was their Communion 
and Fellowſhip in the Adminiſtrations of the Kingdom of 
< Ttsvs CHRIST ? What was the Pitch of their brotherly 
Love, of their Zeal for Gop and his Wavs, and againſt 
Ways deſtructive of Truth and Holineſs? What was their 
< Hunvlity, their Mortification, their Exemplarineſs? How 
much of Holineſs to the LORD was written upon all their 
Ways and Tranſactions? GOD ſifted a whole Nation that 
he might ſend choice Grain over into this Wilderneſs. 
Our fourth Extract, repreſenting the early Power & Progreſs 
of Religion in NEw-ExnGLAND by a worthy Eye-Witneſs of 
the ſame, is from a//riting drawn by that eminently pious Gen- 
tleman Mr. Roo ER CLAP of Dorcheſter, and not long ſince 
"Printed. He came over with the Rev. Mr. Maverick and 
Marebam, the firſt Miniſters of Dorcheſter, and joined with 
tbem in Church Communion in 1630, when he was 21 Yeats 
of Age. He was a Man generally known,eſteemed & honour- 
ed by thoſe who were contemporary with him. In that Town 
he ſuſtained bothCivr! & MilitaryOffices, being nn 
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the General Court, authoriz'd to jein Perſons in IAarriage, & Cap- 
tain of the Militia; *till 1665, when the General Court ap- 
pointed him Captain of the Caſtle, in Baſton- Harbour, the 
principal Fortreſs in NEW ENGLAND ; which Place he held 
with great Repute *till 1686, when the MHaſſachuſatis Colony” 
Charter being taken away, and the Government changed by K. 
Tames the I. ſome Things were required of Him which were 
ſo grievous to his pious Soul, that he voluntarily reſigned his 
Command, remov'd to Be/ten, - aſſociated with the South: 
Church; and dying here on Feb. 2.1690, 1; the mslstary Officers 
pay'd their laſt Reſpects by walking before the Corps at his- 
Funeral, and the Gegwvernour and whole General Aſſembly by 
walking after. | 
Writing of aur early Times, he ſays, 
And what a wondrous or of Gop was it, to ſtir up ſuelr 
Noribies to undertake ſuch a difficult Work, as to remove 
themſelves and their Wives and Children, from their Native 
Country, and to leave their gallant Situations there, to come 
into this Wilderneſs, to ſet up the pure Worſhip of Gon 
here! Men fit for Government in the Magiſtracy, and in 
Families ; and found, godly, learned Men for the Miniſiry, 
and others that were very precious Men and Women, who 
came in the Year 1630. "Thoſe that came then were Ma- 
GISTRATES ; Men of Renown were, Mr. Winthrop, Go- 
vernour, Mr. Dudley, Deputy-Governour, Sir Richard Sal- 
tonſtall, Mr. Fohnſon, Mr. Roſſiter, Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Now et, 
and Mr. Brad/treet : Mr. Endzcatt came before, and others 
came then, beſides thoſe named. And there eame famous 
Mini1sTrERs in that Year, and afterwards: as to name ſome ; 
Mr. ilſon, Mr. TVarham, Mr. Marverick, and Mr. Phil- 
lips. In our low Eſtate Gop did chear our Hearts in ſend- 
ing good & holy Men & Women, and alſo famous Preachers 
of the Word.of Gon; as Mr. Eliot, Mr. Held, Mr. Cotton.” 
Mr. | Hooker, Mr. Bulkley, Mr. Stone; Mr.  Nathenaet 
Rogers, and Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, Mr. Shepard, Mr. Mather, 
Mr. Peters, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Ibiting, Mr. Calbet, Mr. 
Hubbard, Mr. Brown, Mr. Flint, Mr. Thempſin, Mr. Neu- 
man, Mr. Prudden, Mr. Norris, Mr. Huit, Mr, Street, and 
many others. Thus did God work wonderfully for his poor 
People here. © pe 
© Then in thoſe Days did Gop manifeſt his Preſence among 
dus, in CONVERTING many Sault, in gathering his dear Ones 
| 780 . 
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© into Church-Fellowſhip each with other, by folemn Cove- 
C nants; wherein they gave up themſelves and their Seed to 
< the Lok. | | 
And writing of the great Straits of the Primitive Settlers of 
NEW-EN GLAN, he ſays, 2 | 
I took Notice of it, as a great Favour of Gop unto me, 
© not only to preſerve my Life, but to give me Contentedneſs 
< in all theſe Straits; inſomuch that I do not remember that 
ever I did wiſh in my Heart that I had not come into this 
< Country, or with my ſelf back again to my Father's Houſe : 
© Yea Iwas ſo far from that, that I wiſhed and adviſed ſome of 
my dear Brethren to come hither alſo ; which accordingly 
< one of my Brothers and thoſe tuo that married my two Siſters, 
< fold their Means & came hither. The Lok n JesUusCnrisr 
vas fo plainly held out in the Preaching of the Goſpel unto 
© roar loſt Sinners, and the abſolute Neceſſity of the Ne w- 
< BIRTH, & Gop's HOLY SPIRIT in thoſe Days was pleaſed 
to accompany the Word with ſuch Efficacy upon the Hearts 
of many; that our Hearts were taken off from Old- England, 
and ſet upon Heaven. The Diſcourſe, not only of the Aged, 
© but of the Youth alſo, was not, How ſhall we go to England ? 
© (tho* ſome few did not only ſo diſcourſe, but alſo went back 
again) but How ſhall we go to Heaven? Have I true Grace 
< wrought in my Heart? Have 1 Chriſt or no ? O how did 
« Men and Women, young and old, pray for Grace, beg for 
« Chrift in thoſe Days; and it was not in vain : Many were 
converted, and others e/tabliſhed in Believing : Many joined 
< unto the ſeveral Churches where they lived, confeſſing their 
Faith publickly, and ſhewing before all the Aſſembly their 
© Experiences of the Workings of Gop's SPIRIT in theirHearts 
< to bring them to CHRIsT : which many Hearers found very 
< muchGood by, to help them to try their own Hearts, and to 
< conſider how it was with them; whether any York of Gop's 
c SPIRIT were wrought in their own Hearts or no? Oh the 
many Tears that have been ſhed in Dorchefter Meeting- Houſe 
cat ſuch Times, both by thoſe that have declared Gon's Work 
< on their Souls, and alſo by thoſe that heard them. In thoſe 
< Days, God, even our own God, did bleſs NEW-ExnGLAND. 
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UR fifth Extra is from a Sermon of the Revetend 
Mr. James Fire, Paſtor of the Church of Chriſt 
at Norwich in CONNECTICUT : Preached befote 
the Genera! Court of the Col oN * at Hartford on May 14. 
1674, being the Day of Election of Magiſtrates there: For 
which on the ſame Day he received the Thanks of the Court, 
with theiz Deſire of a Copy for the Preſs : and was accordingly 
printed at Cambridge in the fame Year. This Gentleman is in 
the Preface, wrote by others, ſtyled the learned Author, a faith- 
ful Servant in his Maſter's Nor And we have been well in- 
formed that he was accounted one of the principal Miniſters 


of NEw-ENGLAND in his Day. 
His Text is ix Zech. II. 5. For 1 ſaith the LORD, will be 


tn Her a WALL of FIRE round about, and will be THE GLory 
in the midſt of Her. And the ſelected Paſſages are theſe. 
PDocr. I ben the LORD is THE GLORY in the midſt of 
* a People, then He will be a WALL of FIRE round about them. 
For the Proof and Explication let us conſider 
© I. When God's tins Preſence is like a WALL of 
FIRE found about a People: 


w —— — 


— — 


For the Inſtruction of Strangers, it is to be noted, that Con- 
necticut and Netu-Haven Culanies were ſeperate Govern- 
ments till April 23. 1662; when, K. CHaRLEs II. com- 
prehended them in One, by the Name of CoNNECTICUT 
CoLoxny in New-England : And to the General Court of this 


comprehenſive Colony is this Sermon preached; 6.4 | 
E «+ Wh 
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II. When the Lox D is THE GLoRY in the midſt of 4 

< People. | 

III. The Reaſon of the Relation and Connection of theſe, 

Under the Ild general Head, viz. II ben the LoD is THE 
GLORY in he midſt of his People, He fays ---—* Omitting the 
Multiplicity of Interpretations of that Word, and coming as 
nextly and directly to the true Guſpel- Senſe of it as I can, I 
take it to be thus deſcrided : This GLORY ts the Splendor and 
Shine of Divine E xcellency ; as GoD is a GOD of Mercy and 
Holineſs, appearing in the Glaſs of his Word and Ordinances, 
whereby Hie transformeth a People into his Likeneſs, and diſpe- 
ſeth them practically to his Praiſe and Glory, © 
Aſter excellent Matter under tkhoſe three general Heads, 
he proceeds to the Application. And his ſecond Uſe is of Ex- 
AMINATION, '* M heiler the LORD be i. e. now ] THE 
© GLORY in the midſt of his Churches in NEw-ENGLAND? 
To which he ſays, © cannot fay much to the Auſtwer of ſo 
© hard a Queſtion, neither is it expedient for me upon this 
« Occaſion to ſay all I can; but I crave Liberty to preſent to 
your Conſideration two Rus of Trial. 

* 1. The firſt, and that which is moſt manifeſt is, he 
© the LoRD's Glory in the midſt of a People is 4 Riſing Glory, 
* like the riſing Sun pywerfully convincing the Bcholders; like a 
* riftz7 Sun looketh forth as the Morning, ſo heart-giadaing to 
* the Farrhbful in Iſrael, while they behold the LOD ariſing 
« gloriouily into his reſting Place, adorning his Sanctuary- 
< Means with his Salvation, and maketh his Saints ſhout for 
Joy; this argueth clearly P/al. 132. g. When Zion's Voice 
« ſpeaking to her Children ſo comfortably, Come ſuck of Zim 
© Breaſls and be ſotisfied, milk out and be delighted with the Abun- 
dance of her Glory; this argueth very comfortably indeed for 
a People, [/a. 66. 11. And then the Glory proves to bean 
« affrighting Glory to thoſe who are not faithful in 1ſracl, that 
« they are afraid in their cloſe Places, and dare not openly ſhew 
« themſelves, Pſal. 18. 45: and ſome of them in their At 
« frightment are driven to give GopGlory, Rev. 11.13. 9 
that when the Glory in the midſt of a People proveth to be 
% Heart-gladding to the Faithful, fo Spirit-affrighting to the 
Unfaithful, and thus powerfully convincing to Beholders 
© doubtleſs the protecting Preſence of the Lord ſhall be in 3 


© Degree as maniſeſt for their Safety: This was the _ 
New 
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< NEwW-ENGLAND at. fir/? in her fins Glory. But we muſt 
come lower and proceed to a ſecond Rule of Tryal. | 
« 2. When there is ſomewhat of a divine Glory yet breaking 
through the Clo, of all thoſe Things which are againſt a 
« People : That though it be a cloudy Day, and yet a Day 
« [wherein] the Zzght doth prevail; that tho' a Time of 
« Eclipſe, and yet not Yo total but the Light may be ſeen. 
Nov beſeech you ſuffer me to exemplifie in ſome plain In- 
« ftances If CHRISH hath ſomething againſt a Church or 
Chriſtian Common-wealth, becauſe they have /eft their fir/t 
Love and do not their firſt Works, and they are in Danger of 
the Removal of their Candleſtick if they do not ſpeedily re- 
pent; and yet if there be a Shine in the midſt of thoſe cloudy 
« Declinings, of that which CHR1sT owneth and calleth La- 
© baur, Work and Patience, and camot bear with them who are 
« evil, (who are manifeſtly and convictingly evil) Rev. 2. 2,3. 
© If there be yet any of the Splendor of Grace and Geodline/s 
breaking through thoſe cloudy Declinings ; this at preſent 
© bails them, and the Lord at preſent preſerves them, and 
« continueth waiting and ſtriving with them that they would 
© return and do their fit Yorks. But this is only general, let 
me ſpeak a little more particularly: Whatever the Enormities 
and Scandals of ſome may be; yet if there be a conſiderable 
© Number of thoſe who ſhine, but eſpecially if the ruling and 
carrying Party do ſhine in Grace and Godlineſe, this will argue 
for that People: If there be yet among them a very conſide- 
* rable Number of thoſe who have the Seal of GOD ontheir 
* Forehead, Rev. 7. 4. and have the Puairficatiens of the 
* LamB's Company ſpoken of in Rev. 14. 1. landing upon 
* Mount Zion with and for the LAMB of GOD : If yet a con- 
ſiderable Number of thoſe who figh becauſe'sf the Abontina- 
* t1ons committed, Ezek. q. 6. and weep ſorely becauſe of theſe 
© Evils ; as you heard of the People of whom the Text ſpeak- 
Neth: But eſpecially if the ruling Party do, tho* through many 
* Difficulties, ſhine in Godlineſs, and the Glory of Gop ap- 
© peareth as of old in the Tabernacle of the Congregation of the 
* LorD, to the ſuppreſſing and confounding of all ſcandalous 
© Practices, Numb. 14. 10. So if there be a divine Glory ap- 
* pearing in Church Afſemblies and Court Aſſemblies, and maketh 
the Head of the Malefactor to bow down with Shame, and 
others to hear and fear; but in no wiſe to /adden the Hearts of 

* the Righteous, whom the Lox will nat have made ſad. 
"he ff « Honoured 
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< Honoured and beloved in our Lord, the Qugſtian now by 
$ Way of Tryal is xor, Whether a Church or Chriſtian 
s Commonwealth be like Rebe4a/ of old who felt two Nations, 
« and two Manner of People ſtriving in her Womb, a Faceh 
and an Eſau ; this is beyond Queſtion, for it hath been al- 
s ways thus more or Jeſs in any Chriſtian Commonwealth: 
But the Qugſion now with us is, Which of theſe do prevail ? 
Whether Jacch prevails in the Church, and prevaileth in the 
© Court and Commonwealth ; then we may conclude they are 
t bleſſed, and ſhall be bleſſed, and ſhall in many Times and 
£ Cafes ſee the Face and Faithfulnefs ef the Gop of {/rae] 
s while they behold the Face of an Eſau. 1 

His third L/ is of Exhortetion : And under this he ſays, 


II beſtech you accept of ſome Means, ſome Motives; 
1, The it is, Let us call to Mind the firſt Glory in the 
s firſt planting of NEW-ENGLAND, and of the Churches here, 
Let us not ſpeak or think of this to the underyaluing of that 
Glory which yet remaineth ; that is far from my Scope; let 
us be humbly thankful for that ; But as a Means to retain 
what is, and to recover what is loſt, if it may be, And when 
we call to Mind that firſt Glery, ſhall not our Hearts be 
poured out within us ? Not only calling to Mind kow the 
Loxp did make his Name glorious by leading his People 
© through Sea-Perils, and Wildernefs-Dangers, Ia. 63. 143 
But O that converting Glory which did then appear, Mul- 
© TITUDES were converted t thee O Zion, thine Heart afraid 
© ond yet enlarged, Iſa. 60. 4, 5. Let me ſay MuLTITUDEs, 
© MULTITUDEs were corverted to thee, even to thee O Hart- 
© ford, to thee O New-Haven, and to thee O Mindſor; and 
© the ſame may be ſaid of many Churches of CHRIsT in New- 
England; and then your Hearts were afraid, (not with baſe 
E ſlaviſh Fear in Times of Danger) and were enlarged : O the 
< uniting Glory then manifeſt from the Shine of Mercy from 
© the Throne; Grace ruling and ordering both Rulzrs and 
© Peope under the glorious Banner of true Goſpel holy Love; 
© For the Banner over them was Love: Then were Colonies 
© united, and Courts united, Magiſtrates united, and HMin:/ters 
© united, Churches united, and Plantations united, & c. 
We might eaſily produce ſeveral other eminent Matneſis of 
the Power and Prevalence of Religion among the fir/? Settlers of 
New-EucGLAND, and may offer more hereafter : But theſe 
may ſuffice at preſent; eſpecially ſince big will be _ forts 
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deſcribed in Way of Compariſon, by our famous Mriters, under 
the IId general Head; which is to repreſent the great and ie: 
mented Decay of Religion: in the ſucceeding Generations. 
But having juſt received ſome entertaining Letters from * 
20 gern Parts of SCOTLAND ; we are willing to deferr the 
Chriſtian Hiſtory of NE w-ENGLAND to another Paper; that 
we may gratify our pious Readers with theſe freſh — joyful 
Occurrences, 

The fir/t is from the Reverend Mr. John Hamilton, a ſolid, 
prudent, and pious Miniſter of the Barony Pariſb ** to 
Ca got to the Rev. Mr. Prince. 

FS. Guam, Sch. 13. 1742. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
6 1 moſt remarkable News from our Parts are, bleſſed 
be God, the ſame we have from you. We in the 
e South and I of SCOTLAND have great Reaſon to join in 
6 Thankfulneſs to God with you for the Days of the Re- 
© deemer's Power that we are favoured with. God has viſited 
© us in much Love: Religion begins to revive among us, which 
no Doubt you have heard of. Mr. II hiteſield came to Scot- 
« land in Summer 1741 for the t Time: And in many Places 
« where he preached, his Miniſtrations were evidently bleſſed, 
particularly in the Cities of Edmburgh and Glaſgow ; where | 
5 a conſiderable Number of Perſons were brought under ſuch 
© Impreſſions of Religica as have never yet left them, but are 
« {til following on to know the Lord. 
However this was only the Beginning of far greater 
Things : For about the Middle of February laſt, a very great 
Concern appeared among the People of CAMBUSLANG, a 
ſmall Pariſh lying four Miles South-eaf of Glaſgow, under 
the Paſtoral Inſpection of the Rev. Mr. William 4c Cullech, 
a Man of conſiderable Parts and great Piety. This Concern 
2ppeargd with ſome Circumſtances very unuſual among vs : 
to wit, ſevere bodily Agonies, Out- cryings and F aintings in 
the Congregation which we hear has attended the fame 
good Work in moſt Places of your Country. This made 
the Report of it ſpread like Fire, and drew vaſt Multitudes of 
People from all Quarters to that Place: And I believe in / 
than two Months after the Commencement of it there were 
few Pariſhes within twelve Miles of Cambuſiang,but hid ſome 
more or fewer awakned there to a very deep piercing Senſe 
of Sin; and many at a much greater Diſtance. I am venly 
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perſwaded with your worthy Brother Mr. Cooper, in his 
Preface to Mr. Edwards's Sermon, that God has made uſe of 
theſe uncommon Circumſtances to make his Work ſpread the faſter. 
© But bleſſed be God, Cambuſlang is not the only Place where 
theſe Impreſſions are got: The fame Work is ſpreading in 
other Pariſhes, and under their own Miniſters ; particularly 
at Calder, Kilſyth and Cumbernauld, all to the North and 
North-eaft of Glaſgot and in the Preſbytery thereof. And! 
doubt not that ſince the Middle of February when this Work 
began at Cambuſſang, ther: are upwards of two Thouſand 
Perſons awakened, and almoſt all of them by the beſt Ac- 
counts I have in a promi/ing Condition there being very few 
Inſtances of Impoſtors or ſuch as have loft their Impreflions ; 
and many whom we are bound to think are true Scripture 
Converts, and evidencing it by a ſuitable Walk and Converſa- 
tion. There is evidently a greater Seriouſneſs and Concern 
about Religion appearing in moſt of our Congregations than 
formerly, a greater Deſire after the Word; People applying 
themſelves more cloſely to their Duty, and erecting new So- 
cielies for Prayer and ſpiritual Conference: which gives us 
the joyful Proſpect of a conſiderable Enlargement of the 
MkssiAH's Kingdom. | 

s Aly Pariſh his likewiſe had ſome Share in this good Work, 
There has been above an Hundred new Communicants amon 
them hie du er who never did partake of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment before. which is five Times as many as ever J admitted 
in any former Tear. The moſt of them were awakned at 
GCambuſianz : Some of them in their own Church; and 
others their Impreſſions have been more gradual, and not at- 
tended with theſe uncommon Circumſtances before-menti- 
oned. And it is to be obſerved that before we admit any 
Perſon to the Lord's Table, we particularly examine them, 
and arc ſatisfied with their Knowledge of the Principles of 
Religion, of the Nature and Ends of the Sacrament, and the 


- Impreſſions of Religion they have on their Minds. 


Mr. Whitefield has made a ſecond Viſit to SCOTLAND. 
He came down to Edinburgh in June laſt, and has been with 
us in and about Glaſgow for ſome Weeks paſt : And I hope his 
Labours have been bleſſed to many, both for the awakning of 
ſecure unconcerned Sinners, and for comforting thoſe under 
Soul Diftreſs. He is really the moſt aſſiduous fervent Prea- 
cher of the Goſpel I ever knew,and has ſomething extreamly 


uncommon about him. Thoſe 
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* Thoſe who are friendly to this Wort among us have a high 
© Senfe of the Worth of Mr. Edwards of Northampton; and 
© reckon themſelves exceedingly obliged to him for that in- 
comparable Sermon on the Marks of a Work of the Sp1R1T 
« of God : wherein he reaſons with the greateſt Judgment and 
« Salidity, and a Mind perfectly free of all enthuſiaſtic or Party 
« Humours : and pray that he may be long preſerved as an 
Ornament to the Church of CHRIST in that Part of the 
World where God has caſt his Lot.--- | 

Our ſecond Letter in order of Date is from the Rev. Mr. 
John Ac Laurin, an eminent Miniſter in Glaſgow, to the Rev. 
Mr. Cooper. 


R. D. B. BENE 
_ 1 Sent you along with my laſt Letter the Narrative of 
the Work of Gop at Cambuſlang, which I hope has 
come to your Hands: I fend you now ſome more good Ac- 
counts from this Country, in the Kilſyth Narrative and Kil- 
th Fournals, in the Numbers I ſend you of a J/eekly Hiſtory, 
* which Accounts you may ſafely rely on; as Mr. Robe the Mi- 
niſter of that Pariſh and Writer of theſe Accounts is a Per- 
« ſon of great Integrity and Piety : which I can affirm with 
© the more Confidence as he is my particular Acquaintance of 
* along Time, and my wee, Aſſiſtant at the Communion 
for more than fifteen Years paſt. _ 
FHleſſed be the Lord, the Evidences of the Reality of the Work 
are multiplying ; ſuch happy Evidences as are mention'd in the 
Cambuſſang Narrative: particularly great Regards to the Glory 
of God's Grace in his Son's Mediation, and the Work of his 
Spirit; much Love, Humility, Meekneſs, Peace: A conſi- 
derable Number of Inſtances of Reſtitution, conſiſt with 
my Knowledge. 
It is remarkable that beſides thoſe who are awaken'd by 
Ordinances, ſome ſeem to be awaken'd when not attending 
theſe, but otherwiſe employed: In one Fo: encon, in the 
Country, I ſaw three young Perſons awakened at Home, the 
Evening before, all in one Village, in May laſt. 
As to Mournings and Outcries it is obſervable, and certain, 
that theſe Things ſometimes are fo very conſiderable when 
the Miniſter is not preaching on the Terrors of the LoRD, 
but on the moſt comfortable SubjeAs : that ſometimes they 
who blamed others for crying out,have been afterwards forced 
to it themſelves. | It 


< Glaſgow, Sept. 17. 1742. 
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< Ftis much and juſtiy taken Notice of, that ſome of thoſs 
© whoſe Sermons have been fo ſucceſsful in awakening People, 
© are far from being eminent for the pathetick Way. I heard 
* a Miniſter of Edinburgh tell, that a Deiſt whom he knew, 


made a frank Acknowledgment to this Purpoſe, That ſome 
« Sermons he heard in this Corner, at which he was like to 


c fleep, awaken'd others with a Witneſs. 


© Bleſſed be the LoR D, the Number of Impeſtors and Back- 


« ſliders i is ſo ſurprizingly few : And if more ſhould appear 
© hereafter, we have Reaſon to hope their Room may be more 
« than ſupplied by new Converts not yet known; as from 
Time to Time ſome are diſcovered whoſe happy Impreſſions 
have been concealed for ſome Time. There are ſome few 
© who ſeemed to be in ſome Degree, for ſome Time, Viſiona- 
ry, who however ſeem tractable when warn'd neither to ſeek 
© after ſuch Things nor to lay Streſs on them. If anv are 
© otherwiſe I have Ground to believe they are very few.--- 


_— 


The Friends of the Rev. Mr. WHI1TEFIELD will doubtleſs 
be entertained with the following Extracts out of two Letters 
from Mr. Samuel Engs, a young Merchant of this Town now 
in Landon, with which therefore we ſhall fill up the remaining 
Vacancy in this Page. 

Lontlin, Nov. 17. 1742. 

— R. I piteſeld arrived here about ten Days ſince from 

Scotland, where, as the Papers mention, he has been 
« preaching inceſſantly and ſucceſsfully, and has continued fo 
© todo ever ſince he came to Lenden. In order to prevent 
bis Enemies having Occaſion to fay that he hinders People 
from their Labour, he preaches in the Morning (tho* now 
very raw and cold) at fix o' Clock, being above an Hour 
© before Sunriſe, and finiſhes about half an Hour after: He 


« preaches again in the Evening at fix o Clock, and finiſhes 


© before eight.” 
Feb. 16. 1742. 


* (M IV hitefield is ill here, but will go in a few Days 
« for Briſtol, and from thence to Georgia: He has 
© been down to Scotland ſince I came, and preached his fate- 
© well Sermon there to 50,000 People; he has ſince been to 
«* Wales at the Deſire of many Minifters there in a Letter to 
6 him : Duccels attends him where-ever he goes. --- 
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WE go on with our Intelligences juſt arrived from Scots 

land- And, at the Defre of ſome of our Readers, 
here inſert the following Preface, to the firſs Edinburgh 
Edition of My.Edwards's Sermon on theTrial of theSpiritg 
ly the Rev. Mr. Williſon, one of the maſt eminent Mini- 
fers in Scotland. 


PREFACE to the Scors REA PDE R. 


E in this Church and Land may acknowledge with 
M ö deepRegret (as may other Churches alſo) that it hath 
| been a dead, barren and backſliding Time with us 
for many Years paſt; the Work of Conviction andConverſiort 
hath beeri rare, the Golden Showers of the Spirit have been 
reftrained, the Pangs of the New Bitth little experieticed, and 
few Sons and Daughters born to God, in reſpe& of former 
Times. Mean while, Infidelity, Error, Lukewatmneſs, Car- 
nality and Profanity have beth on the growing Hand; fo that 
we had Cauſe to fear God was about to remove our Candle- 
2 out of its Place, or come againſt us with ſome deſolating 
udgment. | | | ; 

In ſuch a deſpetate like Caſe, it is amazing to think that 
God ſhould go to work quite another Way, and glorify his 
ſoyereign Mercy and Grace, in pitying his foflorn People, and 
cauſing his Spirit lift up a Standard againſt the Enemy when 
coming in as an 3 Flood, while in Fuſtice he might 
ye given us for a Prey: _ Ged's Thoughts are not as our 
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Thoughts, nor his Mays as ours; but as the Heavens are higher 
than the Earth, ſo are tus Ways and Thoughts higher than ours, 
When God comes to build up Zion, and diſplay his Glory 
therein, he acts ſtill in a Way ſurpriſing and peculiaf to him- 
ſelf, and will not be confined to our Times, Ways, and In- 
ſtruments of working; hisGoings are free, ſovereign, and aw- 
ful, to teach all to adore his Majeſty and Sovereignty, and be- 
ware of limiting the holy One of 1ſrael. 

When God turned again the Captivity of Zion, their Sur- 
priſe was ſo great, they were like Men in a Dream, and could 
hardly believe the Reality of it : For the Mercy came at the 
very Time they were provoking God, and cauſing his holy 
Name to be profaned among the Heathen, Exel. xxxvi. yet 
then, he faith, I'll ſanctify my Name before the Heathen, by 
pitying my People, gathering them to their own Land, and 
ſprinkling them with clean Water, &c. A ſtrange Way to 
retrieve his Honour, and reſent Indignities ! But this he doth 
out of his ſovereign Goodneſs and Mercy, and for Reaſons 
within himſelf, Ezek. xxxvi. 22. Thus ſaith-the Lord God, I 
do not this for your Sakes, O Houſe of Iſrael, but for my huh 
Name's Sake, And God knows beſt how to glorify his own 
Name: One Deſign in it toward his People he expreſſeth, 
Ezek. xvi. 63. That thou may/t remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy Mouth any more becauſe of thy Shame, when I an 
pactfied toward thee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord Gul. 

When ſome alledge, God will not be pacified, nor return 
to us, till we thorowly reform ourſelves ; it is to ſay, We 
muſt firſt chuſe him before he chuſe us; which is impoſſible, 
and contrary to the Method of God's preventing free Grace: 
For ſtill God pities and turns to us, before we really and un- 
feignedly turn to him. He muſt pour out his Spirit to cauſe 
us mourn aud reform, before we can do either: And this he 
doth, not for our Sake, but for his own Name's Sake. 

How aſtoniſhing are the Diſpenſations of a provoked holy 
God in our Day ! That, in midft of Backſlidings and Provo- 
cations from his Churches, he ſhould come ſuddenly into bu 
Temple, by a glorious Miniſtration of his Spirit with the Word; 
firſt in America, through the Britiſb Colonies there; then in 
Britain itſelf, and particularly in ſeveral Parts of the Welt of 
Scotland ; whereby many are awakned and converted from vin 
to God. But, tho* the Lord comes thus with his ſurpriſing 


Goodneſs and Mercy, it is to be regreted, that many = te 
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People are ſo far from meeting him withPraiſes, that they con- 
tinue ſtill dreaming, and queſtioning if it be the real Work of 
God ; nay, inclining to aſcribe it to other Cauſes: Yet, I 
hope, all true Lovers of Jeſus, tho* fome for a Time may be 
prejudiced thro* Party-Zeal or Miſinformation, will at length 
own that Work to be the Work of God, which produceth 
the Fruits of the Spirit in the Lives of thoſe that are awakned 
and convinced by the Word. | 
I acknowledge all are bound to try the Spirits, and guard a- 
gainſt Deluſions, ſeeing Satan may trarsform himſelf into an 
Angel of Light. I grant, ſometimes he may do fo, to promote 
Errors ſtriking at the Vitals of Religion: But did he ever tranſ- 
form himſelf to promote Truth and Godlineſs ? Did ever the 
Devil deviſe a Deluſion, or carry on a Deſign, to turn People 
from all Error and Vice, to all Truth andHolineſs? From rely- 
ing on Self- righteouſneſs, to reſt wholly on Chriſt and his im- 
puted Righteouſneſs for Juſtification? From the Love of the 
World and of Sin, to the Love of Chriſt, and Deſires of Con- 
formity to him, inHolineſs, Meekneſs and Lowlineſs of Heart? 
From all falſe Rules, to make the Bible the only Rule of their 
Faith and Practice? and at the ſame Time they ſtudy to exalt 
free Grace in the whole of their Salvation, to aim in Chriſt's 
Strength at univerſal Holineſs, and the Practice of good Works, 
according to both the firſt and ſecond Table of the La ? Was 
the Devil ever the Author of ſuch a Work as this? They who 
can believe this, may as well believe that the Devil is turned 
Chriſtian, and is pulling down his own Kingdom to build up 
Chriſt's on the Ruins of it. | 
The atteſted Narrative of the extraordinary Work at Cam- 
buſlang has given Account of ſuch wonderful Changes wrought 
upon great Numbers by the Goſpel there, as afford laſting Mat- 
ter of Praiſe to all the Well-wiſhers of Chriſt's Kingdom ; and 
the more, that we ſtill hear of theContinuance and Increafe of 
that glorious Work. Bleſſed be God, that the little Cloud 
there, which a few Months ago was but like a Man's Hand, is 
now grown ſo big, as to ſpread and water many Pariſhes in the 
Neighbourhood, and ſome at a good Diſtance. This gives 2 
loud Call to all through the Land, to obſerve and regard the 
Works of the Lord, and to put in for a Share, and to go forth 
to meet the heavenlyShower with empty Veſſels and dryFleeces 
ſpread out, and alſo with the highPraiſes of God in our Mouths 
for what he is doing for others: Nay, there is juſt now, me- 
L 2 | thinks 
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thinks, the Sound of Abundance of Rain ; and, if we could 
believe and pray more, we might hope the bleſſed Work now 
begun would ſpread, till it even go through the Breadth and 
Length of the Land. Bleſſed be God, that has not quite forgot 
poor Scatland his ancient covenanted Land, notwithſtanding 
the Evils and Ahominations done in the midſt of us. 
ell may that Word be applied to us, Jer. li. 5, For 1 
bath rat been for ſaken, nor Judah of bis God, of the Lord of Hoſts ; 
though their Land was filled with Sin againſt the holy One of 
Ser Q what are theſe Mountains and Difficulties which 
vereign Grace cannot overcome ! This ſoyereign Lord ſeems 
to be ſaying of us, as he did of Judah, after he had ſeen his 
treacherous Dealing, and his going on frowardly in the Way 
of his Heart, even under God's providential Checks and Dif- 
penſations to reclaim him, I have ſcen his Mays, and will heal 
Eim, Iſa. Ivii. 17, 18. O, will not fuch aſtoniſhing Riches of 
(Goodneſs, and Forbearance, aud Long-ſuffering, melt our Hearts, 
and lead us to Repentance | p | 
The enſuing Treatiſe, by the Reverend Mr. Edwards at 
Northampton in News England, concerning the Work and Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit upon Men's Conſcier.ces, is, in my 
humble Opinion, a moſt excellent, ſolid, judicious, and ſcrip- 
tural Performance, which, I hope, thro' the Divine Blefling, 
will prove moſt uſeful to the Church, for diſcerning a true and 
real Work of the Spirit of God, and for guarding againſt De- 
luſions and Miſtakes. It is certainly a great Mercy to the 
Church, that this Subject hath been undertaken and handled 
by ſuch an experienced well-furniſh*d Scribe, that hath been 
Jong acquainted with the Spirit of God's Dealings with the 
Souls of Men in his own Congregation and Country where he 
lives. And ſeeing the extraordinary Work there at preſent 
(tho? ſeveral Thouſands of Miles diſtant from Scotland) is of the 
ſame Kind with that at Cambuſſang, and other Places about, 
and meets with much the ſame Oppoſition ; the Author doth, 
with great Judgment, anſwer the common Objections which 
are made againſt the Work both there and here, ſo that fcarcs 
any Thing further needs he added. He warns People very 
warmly againſt oppoſing or reproaching the Work of the Holy 
Spirit. He being the third Perſon of the glorious Trinity, and 
God equal with the Father and the Son, and the grout Applier 
of the Redemption purchaſed for us ; it becomes all Men high- 


ly to honour him and his Work, and to look upon it as highly 
dangerous 
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dangerous to ſpeak a Word againſt him, according to Mat. 
xii. 32. I do not doubt but ſome well-inclined Perſons may be 
in hazard of neglecting that awful Caution too much, in Time 
of hot Diviſion of Parties, and of the abounding Cavils of Deifts 
and Enemies of the Work of the Holy Spirit. Wherefore it 
js moſt ſeaſonable and neceſſary that they ſhould read and peruſe 
this Treatiſe at this Time, that they may be directed how to 
pay a ſuitableRegard to the Works of the Lord, and Operations 
of his Hands, which.ſeem to be ſo ſingular and uncommon in 
his Churches at this Day both abroad and at home ; and par- 
ticularly, that they may avoid that very alarming Threatning, 
P/al. xxviii. 5. Becauſe they regard not the Works of the Lord, 
and the Operations of his Hand, he ſhall deſlroy them, and not 
build them up. 

Seeing that worthy Man, Mr. Cooper of Boſton, who writes 
a noble Preface to Mr. Edwards's Treatiſe, and who knows 
the Author better than I, doth in it give him and his Perfor- 
mance their due Character, I ſhall add no more but my fer- 
yent Prayers to God, to bleſs both him and it ; and that he 
would pour out his Spirit yet more abundantly both upon Ame- 
rica and all the Britih Dominions ; and that he would haſten 
the Glory of the latter Days, when the Jeꝛus ſhall be brought in 
with the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, and that all the Kingdoms of the 
IWarld may become the Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chriſt, that 
he may reign for ever and ever. Amen and Amen. 

Dundee, June 23. 

1742. | Jo. WILLISON, 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Alexander Webſter 
and Vn. Guſthart to the Rev. Dr. Colman. 
« Edinburgh, Jan. 29. 1742, 3. 

R. D. B. 


© T'HO" not perſonally acquainted, your Character is well 

© known to us: which makes us preſume to join with 
our worthy Friend the Rev. Mr. Williſon, Miniſter of Dun- 
* dee, in tranſmitting to you ſome well atteſted Accounts of 
the late glorious Appearances God hath made in our Sanctu- 
ary. The Reſemblance which this Work has to what was 
of late Years in New-England is moſt remarkable. It's 
* ſcarce poſſible to ſay by what innumerable Tricks and Arti- 
* fices it has been oppoſed. But bleſſed be Gap, it triumphs 


over all Qppefitian.* 
. nn Extract 


36 S COT LAN D. 
Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Williſon of Dundee to 


the Rev. Dr. Colman. 
Dundee, Feb. 28. 1742, 3. 
c Very Revd. and much Hond - 


c wa | Am glad to know by yours of May 27. that the good 
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Work with you is not ceaſed, and that your Miniſtry 
and that of your Brethren is ſtill attended with remarkable 
Succeſs ; notwithſtanding ſome Things diſcouraging go- 
ing alongſt. 1 | 
< I muſt inform you a little of the Work of God be- 
gun here. I told you in my laſt, that after the Rev. Mr. 
IWhitefield's firſt coming and preaching three Months in 
Scotland, there were ſome Beginnings of a Revival of Reli- 
gion in ſome of our principal Cities, as Edinburgh and _ 

r. 
IM hitefiell's ſecond Coming in June laſt. But beſides theſe 
Cities, the Lord hath been pleaſed to begin a Work much 
like that in New-England, in ſeveral Places in the Weſt of 
Scotland. The firſt Pariſh awakened was Fm rad the 
next was the Pariſh of Kilſyth, about nine Miles North-eaſt 
from Glaſgow ; and afterward the Pariſhes Calder, Kirkin- 
tillch, Cumbernauld, Campſie, Killmarnock, Gargunack, and a 
great many others in the Country. The Awakenings of 
People have been in a good many attended withOutcryings, 
Faintings and bodily Diſtreſſes, but in many more the Work 
has proceeded with more Calmneſs. But the Effects in 
both Sorts are alike good and deſirable, and hitherto we hear 
nothing of their falling back from what they have profeſſed 
at the Beginning: and ſtill we hear of ſome new Pariſhes 
falling under great Concern here and there, tho? the great 
Cryings and outward Diſtreſſes are much ceaſed. 
— © The Lord in this backſliding Time is willing to pity 
us, and ſee our Ways and heal them, however crooked and 
perverſe they have been. Oh! ſhall not this wonderful 
Step of divine Condeſcenſion lead us all to Repentance, 
and to go out to meet a returning Gop in the _ 
Humiliation and Reformation. The Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters of Edinburgh are beginning to ſet up Societies for 
Reformation of Manners,and new Lectures on Week Days. 
May all our Cities follow their Example. There is a great 
Increaſe of praying Societies alſo in Edinburgh and other 
Towns and Villages, and in them they are keeping 252 
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c of Thankſgiving for the partial Waterings the Loks is 
« giving us. Thoſe in EpIx BURG ſend printed Memoriats 
to others thro* the Nation to excite them to it. I have ſent 
< one of them herewith. May the Lord accept their T hn. 
« givings, and hear their Prayers. 

The above Memorial referred to, is as follows viz. 


MEMORIAL. 
Edinbr. January 21ſt, 1743. 

c COME Chriſtian Societies in thisPlace who have of late ob- 

« ſerved, with no ſmall ſpiritual Joy, the Outpourings of the 
« Spirit from onHigh on ſeveral Corners of this wither*dChurch, 
think it a Duty incumbent on all that love our Lord Jeſus 
in Sincerity and Truth, and who long for the Coming of 
© his Kingdom, to ſet a Day apart for praiſing and giving Thanks 
©to his Name, for any remarkable Waterings he has given to 
«< ſomeSpots of his Vineyard; and to pray that theſe may only be 
the Fore-runners of a plentiful Shower, to refreſh the Whole. 

That he would carry on this good and unexpected Work 
© with ſuch Power and Demonſtration of the Spirit, that all 
© Oppoſers, whether profeſſed Enemies to his Kingdom, or 
© miſtaken Friends, may be at laſt obliged to own that it is 
© the Doing of the Lord, and wonderful in their Eyes. 

The Day propoſed for this agreable Duty is the 18th of 
© February next. 

But if that Day does not ſuit with the Conveniency of 
© any of the Societies, or private Chriſtians, that deſire to keep 
* ſuch a Day, they may chuſe another more convenient for 
© them. 

WE now proceed to give the Reader a Continuation 
of Mr. Robe's Narrative, lately arrived. And having 
hniſhed the three firſt Articles in our 7th Number, We go 
on to the 
| IV ARTICLE. 
Concerning thoſe who have been awaken'd and appear now to be 
converted in a ſilent unobſerved Manner. 
HE obſerves under this Head, That — ſome have expreſs'd 
great Diſſatisfaction with the Work, that the Awaken'd 
didn't conceal their Diſtreſs, at leaſt from the Publick ; and 
have declar'd they ſhould be pleaſed with Inftances of a Work 
of Conviction carried on in a calm and quiet Manner. Inall 
which they have the Satisfaction they demand; and at the ſame 


Time fo extraordinary anOut- pouring of theSpirit, as that the 
5 Inſtances 
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Inftances are more numerous for theſe //x Months paſt than there 
has been for as many Years before, as far as he can judge ; and 
theſe Inſtances of Converſion more unqueſtionable. That — 
the Convictions, Diſtreſſes and Exerciſes of theſe, have been 
of the ſame Kind with thoſe, whoſe Diſtreſſes have been 
openly manifeſted, and their Experiences, as to an Eſcape by 
Grace much alike. 

He then proceeds to give Inſtances of this Sort. The firſt 
of which we ſhall here inſert, and ſo paſs on. 

C. D. „ Came firſt under Convictions which made him 
<< uneaſy, upon the firſt Sabbath of March laſt, by hearing the 
«« Work of Regeneration preach'd, as it is the writing of 
« God's Law upon the Sinner's Heart, from Heb. viii. 10. 
«<< He was made to ſee that it was not as yet written upon his 
Heart, and the abſolute Neceſſity of having it. At Night 
ac his Landlady and he diſcourſed of God's raiſing the Dead at 
<< the laſt Day, and the general Judgment then to be: The 


«« Confideration of theſe, and of the dreadful fad Eſtate which 


c the Wicked ſhall be in, made further deep Impreſſions 
cc upon him: -He ſays, That he found every Sermon he heard 
<< make theſe Impreſſions deeper; and that he was much 
cc difpleaſed with himſelf, that his Concern and Anxiety about 
« his ſpiritual and eternal State was not greater. Upon the 
cc laſt Sabbath of April his Convictions, & thereby his Diſtreſs 
cc came to a great Height, from his hearing of a Woman who 
c was that Day awakened, and brought to my Houſe in great 
«< Diſtreſs. | 

«« He told me that he could apply to himſelf, the moſt Part 
«< of a Sermon, he heard from me upon the 19th of May laſt z 
<< concerning the Spirit's convincing the World of Sin ; ſuch 
<< as that he uſually begins with one Sin, and carrieth it on to 
cc a Conviction of particular Sins: which, he ſays, He could 
c name particularly before the Lord: And that further, he 
<< was convinced of Boſom Sins, and of the evil Nature of 
« Sin; and that he was not ſo much affrighted with the Terror 
cc of Hell, as he was afflicted for offending a holy God: And 


<< that further he got ſuch a Sight of the Filthineſs of Sin, as 


<< to loath himſelf becauſe of it. That he was alſo convinced 
«< of the Evil of Unbelief, of the firſt Motions of Sin, and the 
«< Sinfulneſs of them tho? not conſented to; of Self-conceit, 
c a Senſe of the Evil of which, ſtuck as long with him as any 
4 Thing elle, as he terms it. 

(To be continued.) 
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M. B. Page 87. Line 31. read Two firſt Articles. 
Line 33. read III ARTICEE. --- 


And under this Third Article Mr. Robe goes on with his 
firſt Inſtance as follows --- | 


6 E was alſo convinced of his Inability to help him- 
« ſelf, and of his own want of Righteouſneſs, 
© and that he could never work out Righteouſneſs 

for himſelf, He ſays further, That he was brought to ſee 

* the Sufficiency of Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, and that He 

* was always ready (which are his own Words) if he could 

* but truſt in him. 

* Seeing he had told me, that he had never inform'd any 

* Perſon of his inward ſpiritual Diſtreſs, until he got an 

* Outgate ; I afked him, What it was that kept up his 

* Pirit under Fear, and Trouble of Mind continuing fo 

long? He anſwered, That when his Heart was like to 

* burſt in Prayer, that Word in the 40th P/alm and 1ſt Verſe, 

came conſtantly in his Mind. I waited patiently for the 

* Lord, and he inclined unto me, and heard my Cry. And that 

* this encouraged him to wait for the Lord with Patience 

and Hope. | 

: His firſt Relief came after this Manner ; in the Society 
* for Prayer, to which he 1 joined himſelf, he inquired, 


What was the moſt proper Exerciſe for a Perſon under 
Convictions ? It was anſwered unto bim by a judicious 
« Chriſtian, That it was to behold the Lamb of God, which 
« taketh away the Sin of the World, which he eflay'd to do. 
Upon the Sabbath after that, I gave the Marks of them 
£ who have Chriſt form'd in them: ſuch as having the Spirit 
« of Chriſt, x Fohn 3. 24. Saving Faith Eph. 3. 17. Deveting 
and dedicating ourſelves to the Lord. Rom. 6. 13. Imprefſi- 
© ons anſwerable to the Mediatory Actions of Jeſus Chriſt, 
© Rom. vi. 4, 5, 6. Habitual Endeavour to imitate him. 
© 1 John ii. 6. Fervent Longings after a perfect Likeneſs to 
him. Phil. iii. 8.--13- And Zaftly, A high Valuation for 
the Word and Inſtitutions of Fe/us Chriſt. He ſays, That 
by the help of the Spirit he could apply them all to himſelf, 
And that during the publick Prayer after Sermon, he was in 
« a Frame ſurpriſing to himſelf : That his whole Heart and 
« Aﬀections, went out in cloſing with Jeſus Chrift ; and that 
he was filled with rejoicing and wonder at his Love. 

« During that Night and two Days after, he was much de- 
© jected & caſt down, for fear that Things were not right with 
him; and leſt it was not a real Work of Grace upon him, 

« He got out of this Plunge, by the third Verſe of the fixth 
« Chapter of Hoſea, brought to his Remembrance while he 
© was retired. Then ſhall we know if we follow on to know the 
* Lixd: His going forth is prepared as the Morning; ami be 
© ſhall come unto us as the Rain, as the former and latter Rain 
© upon the Earth, It was ſome Days after that, ere he could 
* find theſe Words out. He was then filled with Joy in the 
© Lord and Wonder at his Love; and thought he could do 

and ſuffer any Thing for Jeſus Chriſt, who had done and 
< ſuffered ſo much for him. He came to be ſatisfied about 
© the Truth of the Work of Grace upon him, and to be free 
from Doubts about his Intereft : Which he fays, continue 
cin ſome good Meaſure with him, and that tho* he is ſome- 
< times dull, as he calls it; yet he is not a Day to the Eu 
< without ſome reviving: 

< The above Relation was made me by the foreſaid Perſot 
upon the 27th of May laſt in my Cloſet. His Converſation 
appears to all, who knowhim, to be ſober, pious, and ſuits 
dle to the Narrative given. 

ThepPerſon concerned in this Journal, continues, by Grace, 
© this, 16th of September to walk tenderly, and in every I 


« ſtance of Life as becometh a good Chriſtian, We 
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We now paſs on to 
X 07 $M: IE; 
Concerning them who cried out when they were awakened, or 
made Application to me from Time to Time, under their Pit 
tual Diſtreſs; but were not under any bodily Afﬀfections. 
TY are greatly miſtaken, who imagine that all thoſe 
who have been obſervably awakened in this or other 
Congregations have come under Faintings, Tremblings, or other 
bodily Di/trefſes. Theſe have been by far the feweſt Number. 
As far as I and others can judge they have not been one to ſix. 
Others have indeed cried aut when their ſpiritual Diſtreſs eame 
to a Height, and ſome cried not out at all; with whom not- 


withſtanding their inward Diſtreſs was fo great, as they were 


obliged to apply to me, and the Miniſters to whoſe Charge 
they belonged for Advice and Direction. 


This Article gives Inſtances of theſe two Sorts as they are 
diſtinguiſhed from the firſt Sort mentioned. 

There was a great Variety in the Expreſſions uttered by 
them who cried out in the Publick. Their different Out- cries 
were ſuch as theſe. I am undone ! What ſhall Ido? I bat 
/all I do to be ſaved? Lord have Mercy upon me ! Oh alas ! 
O this unbelieving Heart of mine Some crying out bitterly 
without uttering any Words. Others reſtrained crying out 
while they were in Publick, who did it bitterly after they re- 
tired to their Homes, and ſometimes in their Way homeward, 
and hereby gave no Diſturbance to the publick preaching of. 
the Word, as thoſe diforderly Hearers (in the Judgment of the 
Adverſaries to this bleſſed Work) gave to Peter's Sermon, ac- 
cording to the Hiſtory in the Second of the Acts. Tho' indeed, 
I muſt acknowledge, I wou'd bę glad to be diſturbed every 
Sermon I preach by the Out- cries of all the chriſtleſs Perſons 
hearing me; if ſo were the Will of God, to give them ſuch a 
Sight of their Sin and Danger, as muſt break out into imme- 
diate and undelayed Enquiries after the Way of Eſcape. Let 
thoſe that never ſaw their own miſerable Condition in the 
Light of a clear and full Conviction; wonder to ſee or hear 
of others ſo deeply diſtreſſed in Spirit, as to make ſuch Out- 
cries ; I do not; becauſe, I am ſure ſpiritual Troubles do not 
exceed the Cauſe and Ground of them, let them be as great 
and deep as they will. And if others have had the Effect of 
Converſion, by the Power of God's Spirit in a gentler Way; 


or, have bad the Diſcovery ws Remy as oon as the Mi- 
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ſery, which muſt needs prevent a great Part of this Trouble; 
let them not misjudge others, and ſet themſelves up as Stan- 
dards : Seeing that they are Strangers to the Doctrine of Con- 
verſion, and the Experiences of the Lord's People, who know 
not that God's Ways of working in this, are various, and dif- 
as to Circumſtances, tho* producing the ſamebleſſed Effect. 
Under this IV Article Mr. Robe gives drverſe Inſtances alſo + 
One of which is as follows ; | 88 
R. S. Firſt touched with Convictions upon the Lord” 
Day May 16th. He heard Sermons upon the Vedneſday at 
Kilſzth, and upon the Thurſday at Kirkintilloch : But ſtrug: 
gled with his Convictions until the ſaid Thur/day-Night, 
when he could hold no longer ; but getting up from his Fa- 
ther's Fire- ſide, run out to the Fields, where he cried out 
violently under his Diſtreſs. He came to me upon theMorn- 
ing of the 21ſt of May, with great Out-cries. He had a diſ- 
treſſing Sight of particular Sins, ſuch as Sabbath- breaking, 
Curſing, Swearing, evil Thoughts. He was grieved for Sin 
as an Offence againſt God. And ſaid with great Earngſtneſi, 
he would give a thouſand Worlds for Chrift. : 
May 24th, He Lei That he ſaw he had a vile corrupt 
Nature, and vil of deſpiſing Chriſt thro* Unbelief, and 
ſaid, He would not for all the World not have had this uneaſy 
Sight of Sin, nor be freed from it, until he come to Chriſt. 
une 8th, and roth, His ſpiritual Diſtreſs continuing, and 
complaining of the Hardneſs of his Heart, I endeavoured to in- 
ſtruct him in the Nature of Faith, and the Way of Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt. N 
June der He ſaid, he was very uneaſy in the Kirk upon 
Tueſ vening, after he heard the valuable Mr. 1/h:tefield 
preach that Day at K:1/pth. He ſaid, That his Heart warmed 
to Jeſus Chriſt : I aſked him, Why? He anſiuered, Becauſe 
of his Love to poor Sinners, and namely, to me the Chief of 
all Sinners. I enquired of him, If it was accompanied with 
Hatred of Sin? He cried out, For having offended ſuch a juſt 
and holy God, and that he hated every Thing that was offen- 
five to him, He ſaid, That he had eſſayed to cloſe withChriſt, 
and that his very Heart warms when he ſpeaks of him. That, 
this Word came home unto him, and runs continually in his 
Mind, Mat. 11. 28,29. Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you refl. Take my Yoke upon 
and learn of me, for 1 am meek and lowly in Heart : ws 


ſhall fad 14h for your Saul, 
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une 24, He ſaid, He was fomewhat eaſier ſince he was 
laſt with me, and that he had endeavoured to cloſe wich a2 
whole Chriſt, and counts all Things but Leſs and Dung for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and that he 


may win him, & that he hath now an Inclination to Chriſt, and 


that his Heart flutters in him like a Bird when he thinks of him. 
' Fuly 3d, He told me, That he is now well ; for Sabbath laſt 
while a Reverend Miniſter was ſpeaking of the Prodigal Son, 
and that his Father ran to meet him; he thought with himſelf 
what a Prodigal he had been, and that CyrisT Jesus had 
come to him : He was filled with ſuch a Senſe of it, that he 
was like to flee from the Seat where he was ſitting. He ſaid, 
That he was filled with Love to CHRIS from the Senſe of 
Chriſt's Love to him; and that he had cloſed with Chriſt in all 
his Offices, and laid the Streſs of his whole Salvation upon him, 
&c. He ſaid to me, Sir, many a Day Ihave had a light Heart 
in Sin, but now my Heart is light indeed, and my Love to 
Chriſt every Day grows. 1 * 

Juby 13th, He ſaid, That when he was at the Lord's Table, 
to which he was admitted the laſt Lord's Day, he had the 
greateſt Comfort in cloſing with a whole Chriſt in all his 
Offices, and his Heart warmed to him. He had large Views 
of what a vile Sinner he had been, and of the Wonders, 
Grace and Mercy had done for him, particularly in bringin 

him to his holy Table. Fe ſaid, he bleſſed the Lord with 
Heart and Soul, and Spirit, and all that was within him for 
Chriſt, and what he had done for him ; and that he had Fears 
leſt he ſhould fall away, and made Application to Jeſus Chrift 
to keep him : And that it was a joyful Sight to him, when he 
jaw the Bread broken, a Sign of Chriſt's Body broken for him, 
which he believed, as alſo that his Blood was ſhed for him. 


Pig given our piousReaders ſome entertaining Accounts 

from SCOTLAND ; we now Return to the Chriſtian 
Hiſtory of NEw-ENGLAND, where we left it at the Begin- 
ning of Page 77. And as There, we concluded our Accounts 
of the Power and Prevalence of Religion among the fir Settlers 
of New- England ; we now go on to our | 

IT GeneralHead, which is to repreſent the great and lamented 
DECAY of RELIGION in the following Generations. 

And to help our Readers to a clearer View of this, we ſhall 
firſt communicate a ſhort Hiforical Paragraph out of a Ser- 
mon not long ſince Preached by theRev. Mr. Prince--as — 

7 Rf I, Thus 
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E Thus this wonderful Work of the Grace of God, begun 
© in England and bro't over hither, was carried on while the 
© greater Part of the firft Generation lived, for about thirty 
« Years : And then the ſecond Generation riſing up and grow- 


< ing thick on the Stage; a little after 1660, there began to 


3 * a Decay : And this increafed to 1670, when it grew 


< very viſible and threatening, and was generally complained 
© of and bewailed bitterly by the Pious among them: And 
« yet much more to 1680, when but few of the firſt Genera- 
© tion remained.“ 

According to theſe Obſervations, our firft Extract is from 
the aforeſaid Election- Sermon of the excellent Mr. Stoughton 
in 1668. Page 16, &c. 

O whata fad Metamorphoſis hath there of later Vears paſſed 
upon us in theſe Churches and Plantations ?---Alaſs ! How 
is New- England in danger this Day to be loſt even in News 
England Y To be buried in its own Ruins? How fadly 
may we lament it that All are not Iſrael that are now ww 
Ifracl ? How is the good Grain Fats eh and the C 
increaſed ? The firſt Generation have been ripened Time 
after Lime, and the moſt of them gathered in as Shocks of 
Corn in their Seaſon ; but we who riſe up to tread out the 
Footſteps of them that are gone before us, Alaſs ! What 
are we? It is a ſad Name to be ſtiled Children that are Cor- 
rupters ; but are we not indeed many of us corrupted, and 
which is far worſe Corrupters © How is our Vine mixed 
with Matern? What Coolings and Abatements are there 
to be charged upon us in the Things that are good, and that 
© have been our Glory ? We have abated in our Eſteem of 
© Ordinances, in our hungring and thirſting after the rich 
© Proviſions of the Houſe of God; in our good Stomacks to 
c all that which is ſet before us upon the Table of the Goſpel. 
We have abated in our Love and Zeal, in our wiſe, tender 
< and faithful Management of that great Duty of mutual 
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Watchfulneſs and Reproof. 


© The Death and Removal of the Lord's eminent Servants 
© in one Rank and in another, this alſo hath manifeſted the 
© Lye in many of us. Whileſt they lived, theirPiety andZeal, 
© their Light and Life, their Counſels and Authority, their 


Examples and Awe kept us right, and drew us on in the 
+ Ways of God, to profeſs and practiſe the beſt Things; but 


now that they are dead and gone Ah how doth the Un- 
* Sone, «fo 
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fſoundneſs, the Rottenneſs and Hypocrify of too many | 
us make it ſelf known, as it was with Joaſb after the Death 
« of Jebejadab. | 2 > 

2. Our next Account is from the Rev. Mr. Thomas Walley, 
Paſtor of the Church of Chriſt in Barn/table, and one of the 
moſt eminent Miniſters of this Land in his Time. It is in 
his Sermon preached before the General Court of PLYMOUTH 
CoLoxy on June 1, 1669. being the Day of Electiam of 
Magiſtrates there, and publiſhed by their Order in the ſame 
Year. Page 11. Are we not this Day making Graves for 
all our Bleſſings and Coniforts ? Have we not Reaſon to 
expect that e re long, our Mourners will go up and down 
« and ſay, Het is NEw-EnGctanD fallen! The Land that 
© was a Land of Holineſs, hath loft her Holineſs ! That was a 
Land of Righteouſneſs, hath igſt her Righteouſneſs ! That 
© was a Land of Peace, hath liſt her Peace] That was a Land 
© of Liberty, it now in ſore Bondage 

3. Our next Account is from the Rev. Mr. Samuel Dane 


forth, a pious and learned Miniſter of Roxbury, in his Sermon 


preached before the General Court of the MAss ACHUSETS 
CoLony on May 11. 1670. being the Day of Electian of 
Magiſtrates --- in the following Words - 

«© Whether we have not in a great Meaſute forgot our 
Errand into the Wilderneſs, is a folemn and ſerious En- 
quiry. You have folemnly profeſſed before God, Angels and 
Men, that the Cauſe of your leaving your Country, Kin- 
dred and Father's Houſes, and tranſporting your ſelves with 
your Wives, little Ones and Subſtance over the vaſt Ocean 
into this howling Wilderneſs, was your Liberty to walk in the 
Faith of the Goſpel with all good Conſcience, according to 
the Order of the Goſpel, and your Enjoyment of the 
Worſhip of God according to his Inſtitution, without humane 
Mixtures and Impoſitions. Now let us conſider whether our 
ancient and primitive Affections to the Lord Jeſus his glorĩ- 
ous Goſpel remain. Let us call to Remembrance the former 
Days, and conſider, whether it was not then better with us 
than it is now. | 

In our firſt and beſt Times the Kingdom of Heaven broke 
in upon us with a holy Violence, and every Man preſſed into 
it. What mighty Efficacy and Power had the clear and faith» 
ful Diſpenſation of the Goſpel upon your Hearts? How 


 affeCtionately and zealouſly did you entertain the Kingdom of 


God? 
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and all evil Speaking; and, as new-born Babes, deſiring 
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God? How careful were you, even all Sorts, young and old, 
high and low, to take hold of the Opportunities of your ſpiri- 
tual Good and Edification ? ordering your ſecular Affairs fo 
as not to interfere with your general Calling. How diligent 
and faithful in preparing your Hearts for the Reception of the 
Word ? laying apart all filthineſs and ſuperfluity of Naughti- 
neſs, that you might receive with Meekneſs the engraffed 
Word ; and purging out all Malice, Guile, Hypocrify, 1 6 

the 
ſincere Milk of the Word. How attentive in hearing the 
everlaſting Goſpel ? Watching daily at the Gates of Wiſdom, 
and waiting at the Poſts of her Doors; that ye might find 
eternal Life, and obtain Favour of the Lord. Gleaning Day 
by Day in the Field of God's Ordinances, even among the 
Sheaves, and gathering up handfuls, which the Lord had let 
fall onPurpoſe for you; and at Night going Home, and beat- 


ing out what you had gleaned, by Meditation, Repetition and 


Conference. How painful in recollecting, repeating and diſ- 
courſing what you heard ? Whetting the Word of God upon 


the Hearts of your Children, Servants and Neighbours. How ů 


fervent in Prayer to God for his Blefling on. the Seed ſown ? 
O what an Eſteem for Chriſt's faithful Ambaſſadors in thoſe 
Days? How precious were they in your Eyes? Counting 
your ſelves happy in the Enjoyment of a pious, learned and 
orthodox Miniſtry. What ardent Deſires after Communion 
with Chriſt in his Ordinances? What Sollicitude to ſeek the 
Lord after the right Order? What fervent Zeal againſt all 
Manner of Heterodoxies ? What holy Endeavour to propa- 
gate Religion to your Children and Poſterity? Charging them 
to know the God of their Fathers and ſerve him with a per- 
Fe Heart; publickly aſſerting and maintaining their Intereſt 
in the Lord and in his holy Covenant, and zealouſly oppoſing 


-thoſe that denied the ſame. | 
Then had the Churches Reſt and were edified ; walking in 
the Fear of the Lord, and in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt. 


O how your Faith grew exceedingly ! You proceeded from 


-Faith to Faith, from a leſs to a greater Degree, growing up in 


him who is your Head ; and receiving Abundance of Grace 


and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs. O how your Love and 
+ Charity towards each other abounded ! O what Comfort of 


* 


Love ! what a 2 ! weeping with 
and rejoicing with t rejoiced.”” 
| (Te. be continued.) 
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Mr. DanroxTH's Account continued. 


UT who is there left among you that ſaw theſe Churches 
in their firſt Glory? And how do you ſee them now? 
Are they not in your Eyes in Compariſon thereof as 

nothing? Is not the "Temper, Complection & Countenance 

„of the Churches ſtrangely altered? Doth not a careleſs, re- 

* miſs, flat, dry, cold, dead Frame of Spirit grow upon us ſe- 

© cretly, ſtrongly, prodigiouſly ? They that have Ordinances 

* are as though they had none; they that hear the Word as 

© though they heard it not; and they that pray as tho* they 

* prayed not; and they that receive the Sacraments as tho? 

© they received them not; and they that are exerciſed in the 

holy Things, uſing them by the by as Matters of Cuſtom 

and Ceremony. Pride, Contention, Worldlineſs, Cove- 

© touſneſs, Luxury, Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs break in 

like a Flood upon us; and good Men grow cold in their 

Love to God, and one another. 5 
4. The Reverend & famous Dr. Ix REASsE MATHER in a 

Treatiſe intitled Pray for the riſing Generation, Printed in 1678, 

Writes, as follows-- | 
Prayer is needful on this Account, in that CONVERSIONS 

© are become rare in this Age of the World. They that have 

* their Thoughts exerciſed in diſcerning Things of this Na- 

* ture, have had ſad Apprehenſions with Reference unto this 

Matter; That the Wokk of ConvERs10N hath been at 

a great Stand in the World. In the laſt Age, in the Days of 

* our Fathers, in other Parts of the World, ſcarce a Sermon 

N 6 preached 
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preached but ſome evidently converted, and ſometimes Hin. 
areds in a Sermon. Which of us can ſay we have ſeen the 
like? Clear, ſound CONVERSIONS are not frequent in 
ſome Congregations. The Body of the r:/ing Generatin 
s a Poor, periſbing, UNCONVERTED, and (except the Lord 
pour down his Spirit) an undone Generation. Many that are 
© Profane, Drunkards, Swearers, Laſcivious, Scoffers at the 
© Power of Godlineſs, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, Dif- 
© obedient. Others that are only civil, and outwardly con- 
formed to good Order, by Reaſon of their Education, but 
© never knew what the NEW BIRTH means.” 

5. The venerable Mr. Sa MUEL ToRREy, Paſtor of the 
Church at Weymouth, in his Sermon intitled, A Plea for th 
Life of dying Religion, from Deut. xxxii. 47. Becauſe it i; 
your Life ; Preached before the General Court of the Mas- 
' SACHUSETTS Colony on May 16. 1683, being the Dayef 
their Election, ſays: | 
That there hath been a vital Decay, a Decay upon the vin 
Vitals of Religion, by a deep Declenſion in theLife, & Power 
of it; that there is already a great Death upon Religion, little 
more left than a Name to live; that the Things which remain, 
are ready to die; and that we are in great Danger of dying 
together with it: This is one of the moſt awakening, and 
humbling Conſiderations of our preſent State and Condition, 
Oh! the many deadlySymptoms,Symptoms of Death, that are 
upon our Religion! Conſider we then how much it is dyny 

reſpecting the very Being of it, by the general Failure of the 

Work of Cox VERSION; whereby only it is that Rel 
gion is propagated, continued, and upheld in Being among 
any People. As ConvERTING-WoRK doth ceaſe, fe 

Religion doth die away; though more inſen/ibly, yet mok 
« zrrecoverably, How much Religion is dying in the ve!) 
Hearts of ſincere Chriſtians, by their Declenſions in Gratt, 
« Holineſs, and the Power of Godlineſs! How much it i 
« dying, reſpecting the vi/ible Profeſſion, and Practice of it: 
« partly by the Formality of Churches; but more by the H. 
« pocriſy, and Apoſtaſy of formal, hypocritical Profeſſon 
How much it is dying under the prevailing Power of tholt 
« Sins and Eyils, which are utterly inconſiſtent with, and de- 
ſtructive of the Life of it! Thoſe Sins continuing, and 
« prevailing, Religion cannot live, it muſt needs die. Suci 


as are the deep, and general degeneracy of the Generations 
« upprofitads 


os: 0: 


a 6 A K M _ A 


7.90 


in New-ENGLAND, 99 


« unprofitableneſs under all Means of Grace, Unbelief, and 

« Diſobedience to the Goſpel ; Formality, Hypocriſy, and 
« ſpiritual Idolatry in the Worſhip of God ; Prophanations, 

and Pollutions of the Houſe of God; lighting and neglect 

« of holy Things, Intereſts, and Injoyments thereof ; World- 

« lineſs, Prophaneneſs, Senſuality. Hence how is Religion 
« dying in Churches! Churches, which are conſtituted on 
« Purpoſe for the Propagation, and Preſervation of the Life of 
Religion; that live, and have their Being, only by the Life 

of Religion, how little is there of the Life of Religion left. 
in them ! and how are Churches themſelves languiſbing and 

« dying together with Religion! How is Religion dying in 
Families! through the Neglect of the religious Service and 
« Worſhip of God, and of the religious Education of Children 

© and Youth in Families. Truly, here, and hereby Religion 

© firſt received it's Death's Wound. Hence Religion is dying 
F in all other Societies, among all Orders & Degrees of Men, 
in all Ways of Converſe, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. O 
© there is little or nothing of the Life of Religion to be ſeen, 

© or appearing either in the Frame, or Way, Hearts, cr 
© Lives of the generality of the Profeſſors of it. And that 

* which remains thereof, ready to die! 

6. The aforeſaid Dr. IncRE asE MATHER in his PRE+ 
FACE to Mr. Torrey's ſaid Election Sermon, then alſo wrote as 
follows— 

It hath often been affirmed, and truly, that the d:/?in- 
© guiſhing Character whereby New ENGLAND is differenced 
from other Out#oings of the Engliſh Nation, is, in that the 
great Motive inducing the firſt Planters to remove into a how- 
ling Wilderneſs, was the Intergſt of RELIGION. And 
* whilſt Men continued faithful to that bleſſed Deſign, it was 
* well with them. They that ſought firſt the Kingdom of 
God and his Righteouſneſs, had other Things added unto 
them. Nor did any Weapons formed againſt us in thoſe 
Pays proſper. The Lord hath cauſed us to ſee that Religion 
* is our Life. That this Intereſt, without which, we our 
© ſelves cannot live, hath been for many Years languiſping and 
* dying, is the Obſervation of all Men, that have their Hearts 
* exerciſed in diſcerning Things of this Nature. Ihe Com- 
* plaint is, that New ENGLAND is not to be found in NEW. 
ENGLAND; but we are become like the reſt of the Nations, 
* beg grown into the ſame Conformity to the World, with 

| N 2 other 
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© other Plantations, whoſe Intereſt and Profeſſion never was 
© as our's hath been. There is a woful Decay as to External, 
and the Form of Religion amongſt the Profeſſors of it. 
Hearing the Word as to the publick Diſpenſation thereof, 
Prayer with Faſting, and other religious Exerciſes, (which 
© reach no further than the Form of Godlineſs) are not fo 
© frequent as in former Days: and that is a moſt certainSign, 
< that the Power of Godlineſs is much more in a bleeding and 
© dying State. | 

The Reverend andRenownedMr.SamutLWILLARd, 
Paſtor of the Suth Church in Baſton, and Vice Preſident of Har- 
vard College; in his Sermon intitled, The Perils of the Time 
Diſplayed ; Printed in 1700. 

That there is a Form of Gedlineſs among us is manifeſt, 
© But the great Inquiry is, whether there be not too much 
< of a general denying of the Power of it? Whence elle is 
it, that there be ſuch Things as theſe that follow to be ob- 
ſerved ? That there is ſuch a Prevalency of ſo many Immo- 
ralities among Profeſſors. That there is ſo little Succeſs of 
the Goſpel. How few thorough Converſions are to be ob- 
ſerved? How ſcarce and ſeldom? Men go from Ordi- 
nance to Ordinance, and from Year to Year, and it may 
be are a little awakned and affected, but how few are 
effeftually turned from Sin to God. It is to be hoped that 
there are more than we know of : This Work of God is 
ſecret : however this is a certain Obſervation which may 
be ſafely made, that where there is ns OUTWARD Cox- 
VERSION, Charity hath no Ground to proceed on to believe 
that there is an IN N] ARD one ; for were the Heart ſavingly 
changed, that would influence the Life ; yea, were Men 
pricked to the Heart under the Ordinances, they would 
cry out for Help and Direction, and we ſhould hear of them. 
And how little is there to be diſcerned of a growing Grace in 
them that pretend to have experienced a Wokk of Cox- 
VERSION? Whence is it that ſo many grow weary of 
Chriſt's Yoke, that there is ſo much Contempt caſt on the 
Goſpel Miniſtry ? Whence the he Cover ſation of Pro- 
© feſſirs; the grievous neglect of Family- Ii arſbip; the woful 
© Ignorance that prevails among us; the little Savoury of God 
© lineſs in the private Converſation of Chriſtians ® The Heart 
© that is full of God will be like a Vel that is fled rurth new 
Nins, which mult have vent. David faith, J am a Comps: 
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nien of them that far thet ; and that all his Dalight is 
in "hg: and why fo ? beeauſe they are ſuitable for 


that Communication which his Heart breathes after. 
And we are told that they that feared God ſpake often 
ane to another : And what do we think they diſcourſed about? 
An Heart that is filled with Grace, is in it's Element when 
the Man is diſcourſing about the Kingdom and the Affairs 
« of that. When therefore Profeſſors either ſhun the Com- 
« pany of the godly, and ſeek Intimacy with vain Perſons ; or 
© when they come together, ſpend their Time in vain fooliſh 
« Diſcourſes, or at beſt about the Affairs of this World, and 
© not one warming Word about the Concerns of their Souls 
and Eternity, it ſaith there wants the PowW ER of GonLi- 
© NESS. If their Treaſure were in Heaven, their Hearts wou'd 
© be there : and if ſo, they would delight to be talking of their own 
© Country: Whereas :t is too notorious that ſuch Conferences 
© are very rare: and let @ ſerious Chriſtian begin them, and 
« he ſhall find the moſt to be filent about them : but if we diuert 
© to worldly Affairs, they are full of Matter. If godly Cam- 
© munication be burdenſome, it plainly F rs our SHEW of 
© Goodneſs is but a Shew, and hath no 7 in it. Whence 
the bad Symptoms that are on the riſing Generation. It 
© hath been a frequent Obſervation; that if one Generation 
begins to decline, the next that follows uſually grows worſe, 
© and ſo on, till God pours out his Spirit again upon them. The 
© Decays which we do already languiſh under are ſad: and what 
© Tokens are on our Children, that it is like to be better 
+ hereafter ? God be thanked that there are ſo many among 
them that promiſe well: But alas, how doth Vanity, and 
a a fondneſs after new Things abound among them? --- How 
© do young Profeſſors grow weary of the ſtrict Profeſſion 
© of their Fathers, and become ſtrong Diſputants for thoſe 
Things which their Progenitors forſook a pleaſant Land for 
the Avoidance of ! | 

8. Dr. Increaſe Mather, in his Book intitled, TheGlory dex 
parting from New-ENGLAMD : Printed in 1702, wrote as 
ollows : 

Let the Life and Power of Godlineſs be revived --- That 
© has been the ſengular Glory of NExW-EN IAN D. The 
* Generality of the firſt Planters were Men eminent forGod- 
© linefs. We are the Po/erity of the good old Puritan Non- 
* conformi/?s in ENGLAND, who where aà ſtrict and holy 
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< People. Such were our Fathers who followed the Lord 
< into this Wilderneſs. O NEw-EnGLANnD | NEW-ENG- 
LAND |! look to it- that the Glory be not removed from 
thee ! For it begins to go] O tremble : for it is going, 
it is gradually departing ! Altho' there is that of divine 
Glory ſtill remaining which we ought to be.very thankful 
for; neyertheleſs much of it is gone. You that are aged 
< Perſons and can remember what NEw-EnGLAND was 
« fifty Years ago, that ſaw theſe Churches in their firſt Glory; 
© is there not a ſad Decay and Diminution of that Glory 
How is the Gold become dim! the moſt fine Gold changed! 
Yea, how are the Golden Candleſticks changed in NRw- 
ENGLAND I Alas ! what a Change is there in that which 
hath been our Glory ! Time was when theſe” Churches 
were beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Jeruſalem, terrible as an 
Army with Banners. What a glorious Preſence of Chriſt 
was there in all his Ordinances. Many were converted, 
and willingly declared what God had done for their Souls: 
and there were added to theChurches daily ſuch as ſhould be 
ſaved. But are not ſound Converſions become rare in this 
Day and in many Congregations? Look into Pulpits, and 
and ſee if there is ſuch a Glory there as once there was : 
NEw-ENGLAND has had Teachers eminent for Learning, 
and no leſs eminent for Holineſs, and all miniſterial Ac- 
compliſhmens. When will Bo/ton ſee a Corro anda 
NoRToON again? When will NEw-ENnGLAND fee 2 
HooKER, a SHEPARD, a MITCHELL, not to mention 
others. No littlePart of theGlory was laid in theDuſt when 
theſe eminent Servants of Chriſt were laid in their Graves. 
Look into our CivilState ; doesChriſt reign there as once he 
did? How many Churches, how many Towns are there 
in New- England that we may ſigh over them and fay,--The 
Glory is gone! How many are there among us, whoſe 
Fathers in coming into this Wilderneſs deſigned nothing but 
Religion, but they are for another Intereſt ! | ; | 
< There is ſad Cauſe to fear that greater Depar- 
tures of the Glory are haſtning upon 'us. For 
iſt. Thoſe Sins which have provoked the Lord to remove 
his Glory, are not reformed, nor like to be: Ourlniquities 
teſtify againſt us, and our Backſlidings are many. That 
there is a general Defection in New- England from primitive 
Purity and Piety in many Reſpects, is fo plain it —_— 
EPL» | '$ denied, 
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© denied. 2dly, There are Miniſters who are not like their 
© Predeceſſors, nor principled not ſpirited as they were. 
« 2dly, TheProvidence of God is e pull down the 
Wall which has been a Defence to theſe Churches. Athly, 
That which ſome have thought was the ſpecial Deſign of 
Providence in bringing choice People into this Part of the 
World ſeems to be now over. It has been by wiſe and good 
Men conjectured that the Lord's more peculiar Deſign was 
that the World might ſee a Specimen of what ſhall be over 
all the Earth in the glorious Times expected. 

In thoſe Days what Manner of Perſons will there be in 
© Power as to civil Government? And what kind of Laws 
« ſhall there be eſtabliſhed ? A Prophet hath told us Ifai. 60. 
« 17. { will make thy Officers Peace, and thy Exattors Righte- 
* ouſneſs. And in thoſe Days how will Church Members be 
qualified? That we ſee in the fame Prophet, Ver. 21. Thy 
« People ſhall be all righteous. It was very much thus in New- 
England many Years ago, but neither our civil or eccleſi- 
© aſtical State is ever like to be what once it was. 

9. Dr. Increaſe Mather in a Preface to a Courſe of Sermons 
on Early Piety by ſome Miniſters of Beſton, Printed 1721, 
writes, | 

I am now in the eighty third Year of my Age: and 
© having had an Opportunity to converſe with the firſt Plan- 
© ters of thisCountry, and having been for ſixty five Years a 
Preacher of the Goſpel ; I cannot but be in the Diſpoſition 
of thoſe ancient Men who had feen the Foundation of the 
* firſtHouſe,and wept with a loud Voice to ſee what a Change 
© the Work of the Temple had upon it. I wiſh it were no 
© other than the Weakneſs of Horace's old Man, the Laudatcs 
« Temporis Afi, when I complain there is a grievous Decay 
of Piety in the Land, and a leaving the firſt Love, and that 
© the Beauties of Holineſs, are not to be ſeen as once they 
« were ; a fruitful Chriſtian grown too rare a Spectacle; yea 
too many are given to Change, and leave that Order of the 
© Goſpel, to ſet up and uphold which was the very Defign 
of theſe Colonies ; and the very Intereſt of New- England 
© ſeems to be changed from a religious to a worldly one. 
* Oh? that my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Foun- 
© taift of Tears.“ 

And in a Sermon in the aforemention'd Book, on 
Early Piety, he further writes, 
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© The Children of New-England are or once were for the 
< moſt Part the Children of godly Men. What did our Fa- 
* thers come into this Wilderneſs for? Not to gain Eſtates, 
* as Men do now, but for Religion, and that they might 
* leave their Children in a hopeful Way of being truly reli- 
gious. There was a famous Man that preached before one 
< of the rout Aſſemblies that ever was preached unto ſe- 
venty Years ago; and he told them, I have lived in Country 
« ſeven Years, and all that Time I never heard one profaneOath, 
* and all that Time 1 never did ſee Man drunk in that Land, 
« Where was that Country? It was New-Englang ! But 
ah degenerate New- England, what art thou come to at 
© this Day? How are thoſe Sins become common in thee, 
that once were not ſo much as heard of in this Land. 

We ſhall conclude this IId General Hegd with ſome remar- 
kable Paſſages in a Sermon of the late Reverend & Learned Dr. 
Catton Mather, of bleſſed Memory, Preached at the publick 
Latture in Boſton, and printed in 1706, Intitled, The Goed 
old May; in the following Words; | 5 


. 
— 


It is confeſſed by all, who know any Thing of the Mat- 
ter; and, Oh ! Why not with Rivers of Tears bewailed ! 
That there is a general,and an horribleDecay of Chriſtianity, 
among the Profeſſors of it. The glorious and heavenly 
Religion of our precious CHRIST, generally appears with 
quite another Face, in the Lives of Chriſtians at this Day, 
than what it had in the Lives of the Saints, into whoſe Hands 
the Matchleſs Gift of Cad, was firſt of all delivered. The 
modern Chriſtianity, tis too generally, but a very Spectre, 
Scarce a Shadow of the Ancient! Ah ! finful Nation. Ab, 

Children that are Gorrupters ; What have your Hands done, 
to defile, and to deface, a Jewel, which reſtored unto its 
Native Luſtre, would outſhine the Sun in the Firmament 
So notorious is this Decay of Chriſtianity, that whole Books 
are ever now and then written to inquire into it : Mat is 
the Cauſe, that the former Days were better than theſe ? And 
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Dr. Cotton Mather's Complaint of the lamentable Decay 
of Religion continued. ky: 

c T* Complaints of the Corruptions that are become 


© epidemical in the Lives of Chriſtians, and little 
© ſhort of wniverſal, are every where, every Day 
© wounding our Ears. At laſt they are come ſo far, that one 
of the Engliſb Biſbops, has let fall this mournful Paſſage ; Were 
* awiſe Man to choſe his Religion, by the Lives of them who pro- 
© feſs it, perhaps Chriſtianity would be the laſt Religion he would 
* chooſe. And, ſadder yet! There has been a Set of Prote/- 
© zants in the beſt Iſland, under Heaven: Proteſtants, who 
* have made a Profeſſion of a more than ordinary Purity ; 
there was a Time when their Behaviour did much anſwer 
their Profeſſion. But I have lately read another, inſulting 
© over them, That theſe alſo have of later Time almoſt wholly 
© loft the Reputation 10hich Mankind once allowed unto them. 
© In theſe deplorable Circumſtances of Chriſtianity, what 
© ſhall be done ? It is now-paſt meer Conjecture with me; 1 
am now got up unto an abſolute Certarnty ; That we are 
© entred into that Age, wherein the primitive Chriſtianity ſhall 
be revived unto Aftoni/hment ; the Enemies of it, ſhall /ee it, 
and be grieved, they ſhall gnaſh their Teeth, and melt atway.” 
Thus have we given from the moſt authentick Teſtimonies 
of divers of the nt venerable Fathers of NEW ENGLAND, a 
brief Account of the K Fran in their Days under theſe 
two general Heads, (1) Of our original Settlement by an emi- 
dently pious People for the Sake of Religion; with the Prin- 
aples, Spirit, Power and PREVALENCE of RELIGION a- 
O : mong 
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mong the primitive Planters and thoſe whom they bro't over 
with them. (2) An Account of the great and lamented 
Decay of RELIGION in the following Generations. And we 
are glad to find our Accounts from thoſe venerable Men ſo 
acceptable to our ſerious Readers; who love their Memory, 
and find their Souls revived with theſe Hitorical Extracts from 
their pious Writings. 

We might have cited divers other Teſtimonies : But theſe 
may ſuffice to clear the Heads aboveſaid ; and by repreſent- 
ing, fir/t the lively PREVALENCE, and then the great and 
ſad Decay of Religion in this Country, prepare our Minds the 
more to receive the Accounts of its ſurprizing REVIVAL in 

à greater or leſs Degree, in many Parts of the Land. 

If this Paper be encouraged, we {hall every now and then 
on proper Occaſions, bring m_ and others of our moſt excel. 
lent Predeceſſors on the publick Stage ; to excite and teach us, 
as when they were living, revive our Love and Reverence to 

them, and afreſh inſpire us, by the divine Concurrence, with 
their pious Principles and Spirit. But we ſhall take our “Leave 
of them at preſent : And go on to obſerve : 

1. Some Inſtances of the tranſient REv1v AL of Religion in 

ſome particular Places in the Midſt of theſe Decays. 
| And then 

2. The more ſurprizing and more extenſiveREVIV ALS of it 

in the preſent Day. | 

I. Some INSTANCES of the tranſient REVIVAL. of REL1- 
GION in ſome particular Places in the Mid/t of theſe Decays. 
Our FIRST Jn/tance of ſome Revivals in this Land was 
about the Year 1680. | 

And as we would have as little of our ownCompoſure inthis 
Chriſtian Hiſtory as may be, but rather fill it with the more 
authentick Accounts of others; we begLeave to repreſent this 
Article by tranſcribing a few Paſſages concerning it from the 
ſame manuſcript Sermon of the Rev. Mr.Prince's, out of which 
we gave the Extract in Page 93, 94. which Sermon with three 
others on the ſame Subject have been carneſtly deſired by many 
to be printed: But not finding Time enough to. tranſcribe 
them, it has been hitherto delay d. Repreſenting how bit- 
terly our pious Fathers lamented the growing Decay of Piei in 
New ENGLAND, from the Year 1670 and onward, as in 
the Extract men i med in page 93, Mr. Prince goes on a 
follows. ES 25: | | OY 1 
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It wou'd fill a Volumn, tho? it would be very affecting to 
repeat their heavy Lamentations publiſhed in their Election- 
« Sermons : and I cou'd heartily wiſh, they were reprinted. 
among us, eſpecially the Election Sermons preached between 
the Year 1660 and 1686, when we loſt our primitive 
« Charters and our Elections, were for a Time ſuſ- 
« pended ; that we might ſee the great Concern of our pious. 
Fathers for the Flouriſhing of CHRIS T's ſpiritual Kingdom, 
in the Potver of Gedlineſs as well as the ſcriptural Form there- 
of in this Land, both among themſelves and their * 

As we have had maſt pious and prayer ſul Anceſtors, a Peo- 
ple near and dear to GOD, and in Covenant with him; O 
« the Multitudes of earne/t Prayers they have made and Days 
© of Prayers they have kept, both privately and publickly for 
vs; that GOD would conſtantly maintain his Truths, and 
« pour out his Spirit, and revive his ert among thoſe who 

followed them. | 

In 1679, the Maſſachuſetts Government called a Synod of 
© all the Churches in that Colony to conſider and anſwer theſe 
too moſt important QUEs TIONS, (1) bat were the 
© Evils that have provoked the LORD to bring his Judgments on 
* New ENGLAND? (2) bat is to be done that ſo theſe 
« Evils may be reformed * And among their Anſwers to the 
« ſecond Quęſtion, the Synod adviſed the ſeveral Churches to an 

, © zxpreſs and ſolemn Renewal of Co vEN AN TH with Gop and 
« one another with which many complied, and thereupon , 
there was a conſiderable Revival of Religion among them. 
And Dr. Cotton Mather tells us (in his Church Hiſtory of 
NRW ENGLAND, Book V.) that Very remarkable was 
the Bleſſing of God on the Churches, which did not ſo ſleep 
- *© [as ſome others] not only by a great Advancement of Hq- 
© lineſs in the People; but alſo by a great Addition of Con- 
© verts to their holy Fellowſhip---And many thouſand Spec- 


he e tators will teſtify that they never ſaw the ſpecial Preſence 

ch ** of the great God our Saviour more notably diſcovered then 

bh in the Solemnity of theſe Opportunities. 

ny Dr. Cotton Matber likewiſe adds, that “ The Maſſachu- 
be s /etts Colony was not alone in ſuch Eſſays of Reformation; 

oy but the Colonies of Plymauth and Connecticut, &c. And 

in yet ſadly goes on in the following Words, Our manifold 


Indiſpoſit ions to recover the dying Power of Godlineſs,were 
© puniſhed with ſucceſſive Calamities; under all of which 
the Apo/tacies from that Godline/s have rather proceeded than 

O 2 mY abated, 
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cc abated. Altho” there has been a gloriousProfefſion of Reli- 
c gion made by the Body of this People unto this Day; yea 
4 and altho* there be Thouſands, which by keeping their Hearts 
<6 with all Diligence, and by ordering their Conver ſations aright, 
4 juſtify their Profeſſion; yet the Number of them that fo 
66 ſtrictly walk with Gop, has been woflly decaying. The 
<* old Spirit of NEW] ENGLAND has been ſenſibly going out 
< of the World, as the old Saints in whom it was, have gone: 
«© And inſtead thereof the Spirit of the World, with a la- 
„ mentable Neglect of ſtrict Piety has crept in upon the 
<c riſing Generation.“ 

© This he publiſhed in 1702 : and yet ever ſince we have 
© been generally growing worſe and worſe ; notwithſtanding 
© all the Methods uſed by God and Man, Miniſters and Ma- 
« oiſtrates, to reclaim and awaken us. 

Thus that Revival of Religion in NE ENGLAND about 
the Year 1680, ſoon paſs'd away. 

A. ſecond Inſtance of ſome Revival of Religion in this Country 
was about the Year 1705; which I find in a Book printed 
at London in 2 entituled, A Help to National Reformation; 
and in three Manuſcript Letters of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Dan- 
forth of Taunton, a worthy Son of the Rev. Mr. Danforth of 
Roxbury before mentioned. 

The Paſſages in the ſaid printed Book are as follow, 

© A Reverend Divine of Næu-England in his Letter dated 
from Boſton the 23 of November 1705, fays thus: 

Our Societies for the Suppreſſion of Diſorders, increaſe and 

and proſper in this Town ; there are two more ſuchSocieties 
added unto the former; there are alſo religiousSocteties with- 
< out Number in :his Country that meet at proper Times, to 
* 
c 


pray together, and repeat Sermons, and forward one another 
in the Fear of God. 

In ſome Towns of this Country, the Miniſters, who fur- 
c niſh themſelves with a Society for the Suppreſſian of Diſorders, 
© hardly find any notorious Diſorders to be ſuppreſſed : But 
© then their Societies are helpful unto them in doing Abun- 
dance of Good for the Advancement of ſerious Religion in 
© the Neighbourhood, and to make their Miniſtry much more 
« profitable in the weckly Exerciſe of it. 

A Gentleman writes from New-Englaxd, in his Letter of 
© the 20th of Nopember 1705. To gratify your Deſires ta 
© know what Progreſs we make here in our Societies, I make 
+ bold to add a Ling or two to certify, That in * the 
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« Societies for ſuppreſſing Diſorder? (of which mention was made 
in my former Letters) are upheld, and two other Societies 
« of the ſame Nature erected. All which are fpirited to be 
active, according to their Abilities and Influence, to pro- 
« mote Virtue, and diſcountenance and ſuppreſs Vice. And 
« not only in Boſton are ſuch good Things done, and doing, 
« but in many Places in the Province beſides. Omitting many 
« other Things that might be enumerated as to other 
« ] ſhall ſum up in ſhort, an Account of what hath been done 
© in a Town called Taunton, through the rich Mercy of God: 
« The Reverend Mr. *-------- Minifter there, having ſeen 
« ſome printed Accounts of the Methods for Reformation in 
« Old England, in Imitation thereof (after earneſt Prayers to 
« God for Succeſs) obtained of ſeveral Inhabitants of the Place 
(that were noted for Sobriety and Zeal againſt Sin) to meet 
« with him once in each Month, to conſult what might be done 
© to promote a Reformation of Diſorders there. And after a 
« Day improved in Faſting and Prayer together, they firſt at- 
© tempted to reduce the Heads of Families to ſet up Family 
« I/orſhip ; and God gave them great Succeſs ; ſo that moſt 
« of the Families in the large Towns hearkened to their Ex- 
© hortations and Reproofs ; and ſet upon the Practice of Fa- 
« mily Prayer Morning and Evening; every Day having heard 
© and read ſome Accounts of the religious Societies of young Men 
© in London, they were encouraged to endeavour the like among 
© them. And beyond their Expectation (God working with 
them) prevailed with the great Part of the Youth, to form 
© themſelves into Societies for religious Exerciſes, ſigning ſome 
* good Rules to be obſerved by them therein, much like the 
Orders of the Societies of young Men in London. The good 
Effect whereof was the putting an End to & utter Baniſhment 
of their former diſorderly and profane Meetings to drink, &c. 
and to the great Grief of godly Minds”. 
The three Manuſcript Letters from the ſaid Rev. Mr. Dan- 
firth of Taunton are theſe, | 
SIX, Tanton, Feb. 20th, 1704, 5. 
WE are much encouraged by an unuſual and amazing Im- 
< preſſion, made by GoD's SPIRIT on all Sorts among 
us, eſpecially on the young Men and amen. Its almoſt in- 
* credible how many viſit me with Diſcoveries of the extreme 
* Diſtreſs of Mind they are in about their ſpiritual Condition. 
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And the young Men inſtead of their merry Meetings, arenow 
forming themſelves into regular Meetings for Pray er, Repe- 
tition of Sermons, ſigning the ſame Orders, which I obtained 
ſome Years ago a Copy of from the young Men's Meeting in 
the North of Bos TON. Some awful Deaths and amazing 
Previdences have concur'd, with the Word preached to this 
good Effect. The Profaneſt among us ſeem'd ſtartled at 
the ſudden Change upon the riſing Generation. We need 
much Prayer, that theſe Strivings of the SPIRIT, may have 
a ſaving 1ſſue and Effect. Our Family Mectings are more 
and more frequented : And two more Family Meetings ſetting 
up at to remote Corners of our largeTown ; where we deſpair- 
ed of ſeeing any. Our laſt Society, which was Veſterday, had 
almoſt nothing to do, only to expreſs their Foy to each other, 
that the diſorderlyConcourſe of Youth was now over. We 
are both, Church, and all Inhabitants to renew the Covenant 


« for Reformation, this Veel; which this People made with 
God, the laſt Philip Indian Mar. We agreed to turn our 
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next Society Meeting into a Faf alſo, for ſpecial Reaſons: 
One of which was that we find Prayer our beſt 1/apon to 
reform Vice ; and the Devil's Kingdom can't ſtand before 
it; alſo as worldly Men when they find the World comes 
hovering in upon them, will pull the harder for it ; which 
ſhould make us pray more earneſtly and fervently : having 
had Encouragement ſo far, that when we can do nothing 
elſe but ſtretch our withered Hands in God's Work, yet 
eren doing of that ſhall not be in Vain. Some Remarkajles 
in the Progreſs of ourReformationWork I ſhall not commit. 
to writing, at preſent : but if common Fame do not bring em 
to you, ſhall reſerve them to be diſcover'd by Word of 
Mouth. The Lord be with you all Amen. 
Yours intirely, S. D. 


SIR, March 5th, 1504, 5. 


| * was a moſt comfortable Day the fit of March, when 


ye renew'd the Reformation Covenant, of which I ſuppoſe 
you have a Copy by you already: only we added an Engage- 
ment to reform dlene/s, unneceſſary frequenting Houſes of 
ublic Entertainment, irreverent Behaviour in public Worſhip, 
Neglect of Family-Prayer, Promiſe-breaking, end walking 
with Slanderers and Reproachers ef others ; and that we ſhould 
all in our Families be ſubject to good Orders and Govern- 


ment. It was read to the Brethren and Siters in the Fere- 


nen 


of Religion in Nzw-EncLand. It 


« non ; they landing up as an outward Sign of their inward 
« Conſent to the're/? of the Inhabitants, In the Afternoon 
« they ſtanding up alſo when it was read ; and then every.one 
« that ſtood up, brought his Name ready writ in a Paper and 
« put into the Box, that it might be put on Church Record. 
The Forenoon-Text was Hebrews 12. 4. About reſiſting and 
« ſtriving againſt Sin, the common Enemy of us all. The Af- 
« ternoon-Text was 2Chron. 29. 10. We gave Liberty to all 
Men and Women Kind, from ſrzxteen Years old and upwards 
to act with us; and had three hundred Names given in 10 liſt 
under Chriſt, againſt the Sins of the Times. The whole 
« ated with ſuch Gravity, and Tears of good Affection, as 
« would affect an Heart of Stone. Parents weeping for Joy, 
« ſeeing their Children give their Names to Chrijt. And we 
had ſeveral Children or the Church in neighbouring Towns, 
came & joined with us in it. We have à hundred more that 
« will yet bind themſelves in the Covenant, that were then de- 
« tained from Meeting. Let Gop have the Glory. Yeſterday 
« fourteen were propounded to the Church; ſome for full 
© Communion ; others for Baptiſm, being adult Perſons. All 
this calls for Prayer and humble Malting with Gop, and 
hope in his Mercy. Yours, S. D. 


SIR, Tanton, March 20th, 1704, 5 

1 Have now yours, and have ſent you two “Letters this Week; 
© I have little to add, and no Time to inlarge: But my 
Time is ſpent in daily Diſcourſe with the young People, viſiting 
* me with their Doubts, Fears and Agonies. RELIGION 
* flouriſhes to Amazement and Admiration ; that ſo, we ſhould 
be at once touched with Soul-AMiction, and this in all 
Corners of the Place; and that our late Converſions ſhould 
* be attended with more than uſual Degrees of Horror; and 
* Satan permitted to wreftle with them by extraordinaryTemp- 
* tations, and Aſſaults, and Hours of Darkneſs. But I hope 
the deeper the Mound the more ſound may be the Cure : and! 
have little Time to think of worldly Matters; ſcarce Time 
* toſtudy Sermons, as I uſed to do; but find Gop can bleſs 
* mean Preparations, when-ever he pleaſes ; that ſuch ſhall 
* be moſt cried up and commended, which I have had ſcarce 
Time to methodize. I think ſometimes that the Time of 
the pouring out of the SPIRIT 1h al! Fleſh, may be at 
„the Door. Lets be earneſt in Prayer that CHRITST's 
Kingdom 
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s Kingdom may come; and that being anInſtrument of good to 
bh others, I may not be my ſelf a Caft-away. Vours, 8, D. 


We conclude th;5 Head with thoſe | icular In/lances of the 
Revival of Religion at Northampton 1 0 Days of the late 
venerable Mr. Solomon Stoddard; as the Rev. Mr. Edward; 
gives them in the twa following Paragraphs, written in 1336. 
I am the third Miniſter that has been ſettled in the Town: 
© the Rev. Mr. Eleazer Mather, who was the fir/t, was or- 
* dained in Fuly, 1669. He was one whoſe Heart was much 
© in his Work, abundant in Labours for the good of precious 
© Souls ; he had the highEfteem and greatLove of his People, 
© and was bleſſed with no ſmall Succeſs. The Rev. Mr. Stod- 
© dard, who ſucceeded him, came firſt to the Town the M- 
vember after his Death, but was not ordained till September 
© II. 1672, and died Feb. 11. 1728, 9. So that he continued 
© in the Work of the Miniſtry here, from his firſt coming to 
£ 'Town,near 60Years. And as he was eminent and renowned 


< for his Gifts and Grace; ſo he was bleſſed, from the begin- 


© ning, with extraordinary Succeſs in his Miniſtry, in the Con- 
verſion of manySoulr, He had fiveHarvets,as he called them: 
The firft was about 57 Years ago, [i. e. about theYear 1679.] 
the ſecond about 53 Years, [i. e. about the Year 1683,] the 
third about 40, [i. e. about theYear 1696. ] the fourth about 
24, i. e. about the Year 1712.] the fifth and laſt about 18 
Years ago, ſ i. e. about theYear 1718-] Some of theſe Times 
were much more remarkable than others, and the ingather- 
ing of Souls more plentiful. "Thoſe that were about 53, and 
40, and 24 Years ago, were much greater than either the frff 
or the /af?, : but in cachof them, I have heard myGrandfather 
ſay, the bigger Part of the young People in the Town, ſeemed 
to be mainly concerned for their eternal Salvation. | 
After the /aft of theſe came a far more degenerate Time, 
< (at leaſt among the youngPeople) I ſuppoſe, than ever before. 
© Mr. Stoddard, indeed, had the Comfort before he died, of 
<. ſeeing a Time where there were no ſmall Appearances of a 
divine Work amongſt ſome, and a conſiderable /ngathermg 
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© of Souls, even after I was ſettled with him in the Miniſiry,, 


Which was about 7ws Years before his Death; and I have 
© Reaſon to bleſs God for the great Advantage I had by it. In 
6. theſe 0 Years there were near twenty that Mr. Stoddard 
«© hoped to be ſavingly converted; but there was nothing of 
any general Awakening. * | 


* 
eee eee 
N THE 
Chriſtian Hiſtory ; 
Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in England Scotland and America. 


TETTETETETLEFET TE TT ETEECELEEL EC LEE EE EEETEE 


To be publiſh d Weekly. 


WF eee ee 


Saturday Juxk 11. 1743. FN 16. 
D 1 UP PUP UND NP PD 
W REVIVAL of Religion in ſome other Parts of 

NEW ENGLAND in this long Seaſon of general 
and growing Decay; had we Time to look over a great Num- 
ber of Manuſcript original Letters now in the Hands of the 
Rev. Mr. Prince; which were written from Miniſters and 
others in almoſt all Parts of the Land during the Courſe of 
thoſe /axty Years, which paſs'd from 1660 to 1720. TheSub- 
ſtance of many of which Letters, i. e. thoſe of a religious and 
bi/lorical Nature, may be hereafter in proper Seaſons publiſh- 
ed. And if this Paper continues, and the ALMIGHTY will 
graciouſly pleaſe to help us; we hope to make it a Magazine 
or Treaſury of the moſt pious Parts of our new Engliſh Hiſtory 
from the Beginning. 

But the Inſtances above may ſuffice at preſent to illuſtrate 
our Iſt general Head, of /ome tranſient Revivals of Religion in 
lome particular Places of NEw ENGLAND in the Midſt of 
thoſe Decays, We now go on to our | 

Il General Head, which is to give an Account of the more 
ſoprizing and more extenſive REVIVALS of it, in the preſent 


of. } * 

And this we ſhall divide into theſe two Parts, (1) The 
remarkable Revival in this Country before Mr. Whitefield's 
ny hither. (2) The further Progreſs of this Revival 


. The remarkable Revival in this Country. before Mr. 
Wiitefield's Arrival hither — 1740. A 


E might no doubt produce more Inſtances of the 


& 
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In the Night after the Lord's Day, October 29. 172). 
there was a general and amazing EARTHQUAKE throughout 
New England & the neighbouring Pravinces ; which with ſeveral 
repeated Shocks afterwards in divers Parts of the Land, was a 
Means of awakening many to ſerious Thoughts of God and 

Eternity, and of reviving Religion among us ; which we ſhall 
give in the Words of the Rev. Dr. Sewall, and Mr. Prince, 

H[:bb and Cooper of Boſton, in their Preface to the 3d Edition 
of Mr. Edward's Narrative. Mentioning ſome remarkable 
£f/frons of the SPIRIT of CHRIST in other Ages and Part; 
of the World ; they go on as follows, 

© Nor have we in theſe remote Corners of the Earth, where 
© Satan had his Seat from Time immemorial, been left with- 
out a H/itnejs of the divine Power and Grace. | 

© Yea, we need look no higher than our own Times, to find 
abundantOccaſion to celebrate the wonderful Mords of God, 
Thus when God aroſe and ſhook the Earth, his loud Call 
to us in that amazing Providence was follow'd, ſo far as 
Man can judge, with the Vill Voice of hisSPIRIT,in which 
© he was preſent to awaken many and bring them to ſay 
< trembling, I hat muſt we do to be ſaved? Vea, as we hope, 
< to turn not a few from Sin to God in a thorough Converſion, 
< But when the Bitterneſs of Death was paſt, much the great. 
cer Part of thoſe whom God's Terrors affrighted, gave fad 
£ Occaſion to remember thoſe Words, Pſalm 78. 34,--- 30. 

l ben he flew them, then they ſought him: and they returmi 
© and enquired early after God. And they remembred that Gu 
< was their Rock, and the high God their Redeemer, Neuer 
< theleſs, they did flatter him with their Mouths, and they liu 
c unto him with their Tongues. And there has ſince been great 
© Reaſon to complain of our ſpeedy Return to our forme 
Sins, notwithſtanding ſome Hopes given of a more gener 
© Reformation.” | 

But a more remarkable Revival of Religion in this Count) 

follows in a Time of great Security; when there was 0 ff. 
rible Diſpenſation of Providence to awaken the Minds of Men, 
in the Years 1734, 35, and 36. An Account of this is gel 
in a printed Treatiſe entituled, 4 faithful NARRATIVE ! 

| the ſuprizing Mort of God in theConverſion of many hundre 
Souls in Northampton, and the neighbouring Towns an 

Villages of the County of Hampſhire in the Province . 

Mass AchuszrTSs, &c. in @ Letter te the Rev. Dr. Ben 
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Colman of Boſton, "written by the Rev. Mr. Jonathan 
Edwards Miniſter of Northampton, Nov. 6. 1736, with an 
Atteſtation from ſome of the Rev. Miniſters of Hampſhire, &c. 

Out of which we ſhall only ſelect rheſe three or four Leaves. 

I Revival of Religion at NORTHAMPTON. 

© Juſt after my Gaandfather's Death, it ſeemed to be a 
time of extraordinary Dulneſs in Religion: Licentiouſneſs 
« for ſome Years greatly prevailed among the Youth of the 
« Town ; they were many of them very much addicted to' 
« Night-walking, and frequenting the Tavern, and leud Prac- 
« tices, wherein ſome, by their Example exceedingly cor- 
« rupted others. It was their Manner very frequently to get 
together, in Conventions of both Sexes, for Mirth and Jol- 
© lity, which they called Frolichs; and they would often 
« ſpend the greater part of the Night in them, without regard 
to any Order in the Families they belonged to: and indeed 
« Family-Government did too much fail in the Town. It was 
become very cuſtomary with many of our young People, to 
© be [ndecent in their Carriage at Meeting, which doubtleſs,” 
would not have prevailed to ſuch a Degree, had it not been 
that my Grandfather through his great Age, ( tho” he retai- 
© ned his Powers ſurprizingly to the /a/f ) was not fo able 
to Obſerve them. There had alſo long prevailed in the 
* Town, a Spirit of Contention between tro Parties, into 
* which they had for many Years been divided, by which, 
* was maintain'd a Fealouſy one of the other, and they were 
prepared to oppoſe one another in all publick Affairs. 

« But in two or three Years after Mr. Stoddard's Death, 
© there began to be a ſenſible Amendment of theſe Evils ; the 
young People ſhew'd more of a Diſpoſition to hearken to 
«* Counſel, and by degrees left off their Frolicking, and grew 
© obſervably more Decent in their Attendance on the publick 
* Worſhip, and there were more that manifeſted a Religicus 
© Concern than there uſed to be. WP 

© At the latter end of the Year 1733. there appeared a very 
© unuſual flexibleneſs, and yielding to Advice, in our young 
* People. It had been too long their manner to make the 
Evening after the Sabbath *, and after our publick Locture, 
to be eſpecially the Times of their Mirth, and Company 


* It muft be noted, that it has nzvecr been our Manner, to obſerve 
the Evening that follows the Sabbath ; bur that which preccedt 
it, as Patt of holy Time, ; 
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keeping. But a Sermon was now preached on the Sabbath 
before the Lecture, to ſhew the Evil Tendency of the Prac- 
6: tice, and to perſuade them to reform it; and it was urged 
on Heads of Families, that it ſhould be a thing agreed upon 
among them to govern their Families, and keep their Chil- 
<, dren at home, at theſe times; and withal it was more pri- 
< vately moved, that they ſhould meet together, the next Day, 
< in their ſeveral Neighbourhoods, to know each other's 
Minds, which was accordingly done, and the Motion com- 
<_ plied with throughout the Town. But Parents found little, 
or no occaſion for the exerciſe of Government in the Caſe : 
the young People declared themſelves convinced by what they 
had heard from the Pulpit, and were willing of themſelves 
© to comply with the Counſel that had been given: and it 
« was immedi ately, and, I ſuppoſe, almoſt univerſally complied 
with; and there was a thorough Reformation of theſe Diſ- 
orders thencefor ward, which has continued ever ſince, 

« Preſently after this, there began to appear a remarkable 
* Religious Concern at a little Village, belonging to the Con- 
< pregation, call'd Paſcommuck, where a few Families were 
« ſettled, at about three Miles diſtance from the main Body of 
the Town. At this place, a number ef Perſons ſeemed to 
< be ſavingly wrought upon. In the April following, Aana 
< 1734, there happen'd a very ſudden and awful Death of a 
young Man, in the Bloom of his Youth ; who being violent- 
c ly ſeized with a Pleuriſy, and taken immediately very deli- 
© ious, died in about two Days; which (together with what 
< was preached publickly on that Occaſion ) much affided 
many young People. This was followed with another 
Death of a young married Voman, who had been conſidera 
« bly exerciſed in Mind, about the Salvation of her Saul, be- 
c fore ſhe was ill, and was in great Dir efs, in the begin- 
c ning of her Illneſs ; but ſeemed to have l Evidences 
< of God's faving Mercy to her, before her Death; ſo that 
« ſhedied very full of Comfort, in a moſt earneſt and moving 
Manner warning, and counſelling others. This ſeem'd 
< much to contribute to the ſolemnizing of the Spirits of many 
young Perſons : and there began evidently to appear more 
of a Religious Concern on People's Minds. 

In the Fall of the Year, I propoſed it to the young People, 
© that they ſhould agree among themſelves to ſpend the Eue- 
* nings after Lectures in ſocial Religion, and to that end di- 


vide 
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« vide themſelves into ſeveral Companies to meet in various 


« parts of the Town ; which was accordingly done, and 
« thoſe Meetings have been continued, and the Exam- 


« ple imitated by elder People. This was follow'd with the 


« Death of an elderly Perſon, which was attended with man 
« unuſual Circumſtances, by which many were much owl 
c and affected. | a i 

About this time, began the great Noiſe that was in this 
part of the Country, about Arminiani/m, which ſeemed to 
appear with a very threatning Aſpect upon the Intereſt of 
Religion here. The Friends of vital Piety trembled for fear 
« of the iſſue ; but it ſeemed, contrary to their Fear, ſtrong- 
y to be over-ruled for the 3 Religion. Many 
« who looked on themſelves as in a Chriſtleſt Condition, ſee- 
med to be awaken'd by it, with fear that God was about to 
withdraw from the Land, and that we ſhould be given up 
to Heterodoxy, and corrupt Principles; and that then their 
Opportunity for obtaining Salvation would be paſt ; and ma- 
© ny who were brought a little to doubt about the Truth of the 
« Dofrines they had hitherto been taught, ſeem'd to have a 
kind of a trembling Fear with their Doubts, leſt they ſhould 
© be led into By-paths, to their eternal undoing : And they 
« ſeem®d with much Concern and Engagedneſs of Mind, to 
© enquire what was indeed the Way in which they muſt come 
© to be accepted with God. There were then ſome things 
© ſaid publickly on that Occaſion, concerning Fuſtification by 
Faith alone. | 

Altho' great Fault was found with meddling with the 
© Controverſy in the Pulpit, by ſuch aPerſon,and at that Time 
© and tho* it was ridiculed by many elſawwhere ; yet it proved 
© a Word ſpoken in ſeaſon here; and was moſt evidently at- 
© tended with a very remarkable Bleſſing of Heaven to the 
* douls of the People in this Town. They received thence 
© a general Satisfaction with reſpect to the main Thing in 
* Queſtion, which they had been in trembling Doubts and 
* Concern about ; and their Minds were engag'd the more 
© earneſtly to ſeek that they might come to be accepted of 
© God, and ſaved in the Way of the Goſpel, which had been 
* made evident to them to be the true and only Way. And 
* then it was, in the latter Part of December, that the Spirit of 
Gad began extraordinarily to fet in, and wo Y to 
work amongſt us; and there were, very /uddenly,one after 
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another, five or fix Perſons, who were to all Appearance 


ſavingly conyerted, and ſome & them wrought upon in a 
6 "oy remarkable Manner. 
C 


Particularly, I was ſurprized with the Relation of a young 
Himan,who had been one of the greateſtCompany-Keepers 
in the whole Town : When ſhe came to me, I had never 
heard that ſhe was become in any wiſe ſerious, but by the 
Converſation I then had with her, it appeared to me, that 
what ſhe gave an Account of, was a glorious Work of 


God's infinite Power and ſovereign Grace ; and that God 


had given her a new Heart, truly broken and ſanctified. 1 
could not then doubt of it, and have ſeen much in my Ac- 
quaintance with her fince to confirm it. 


© 'Tho? the Work was glorious, yet I was filled with Con- 
cern about the EF it might have upon others: I was 
ready to conclude (tho? too raſhly) that ſome would be 
barden d by it, in Careleſſneſs and Looſeneſs of Life; and 
and would take Occaſion from it to open their Mouths, in 
Reproaches of Religion. But the Event was the Reverſe, 
to 2 wonderful Degree; God made it, I ſuppoſe, the 
greateſt Occaſion of Awakening to others, of any Thing that 
ever came to paſs in the Town. I have had abundant Op- 
portunity to know the Effect it had, by my privateConver- 
ſation with many. The News of it ſeemed to be almoſt 
like a Flaſb of Lightning, upon the Hearts of young People, 
all over the Town, and upon many others. "Thoſe Per- 
ſons amongſt us, who uſed to be fartheſt from Seriouſnels, 
and that I moſt feared would make an ill Improvement ot 
it, ſeemed greatly to be awakened with it ; many went to talk 
with her, concerning what ſhe had met with ; and what 
appeared in her ſeemed to be to the Satisfaction of all 
that did ſo. 

£ Preſently upon this, a great and earneſt Concern about 
the great Things of Religion, and the eternal World, be- 
came wniverſal in all Parts of the Town, and among Per. 
ſons of all Ages ; the Noiſe among the dry Bones waxed 
louder and louder : All other Talk but about ſpiritual and 
eternal Tings, was ſoon thrown by; all the Converſation 
in all Companies, and upon all Occaſions, was upon theſe 
Things only, unleſs ſo much as was neceſſary for People, 
carrying on their ordinary ſecular Buſineſs. Other Di- 
courſe than of the Things of Religion, would _— 1. 
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tolerated in any Company. The Minds of People were 


wonderfully taken off from the World, it was treated a- 


mongſt us as a Thing of very little Conſequence: They 
ſeemꝰ d to follow their worldly Buſineſs, more as a Part of 
their Duty, than from any Diſpoſition they had to ĩt; the 
Temptation now ſeemed to lie on that Hand, to neglef? worldly 
Affairs too much, and to ſpend too much Time in the im- 
mediate Exerciſe of Religion: Which Thing was exceed- 
ingly miſrepreſented by Reports that were ſpread in diſtant 
Parts of theLand, as tho* thePeople here had wholly thrown 
by all worldly Buſineſs, and betook themſelves entirely to 
reading and praying, and ſuch like religious Exerciſes. 

« But altho? People did not ordinarily negle& their worldly 
Buſineſs ; yet there then was the Reverſe of what com- 
monly is: Religion was with all Sorts the great Concern, 
and the Mord was a Thing only by the by. The only 
Thing in theit View was to get the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and every one appeared preſſing into it: The Engagedneſs 
of their Hearts in this great Concern cou'd not be hid, it 
appear'd in their very Countenances. It then was a dreadful 
Thing amongſt us to lie out of Chriſt, in Danger every 
Day of dropping into Hell ; and what Perſons Minds were 
intent upon was to eſcape for their Lives, and to fly from 
the Mratli to come. All would cagerly lay hold of Oppor- 
tunities for their Souls; and were wont very often to meet 
together in private Houſes for religiousPurpoſes : And ſuch 
Meetings when appointed were wont greatly to be 
thronged. | | 

© There was ſcarcely a fingle Perſon in the Town, either 
old or young, that was left unconcerned about the great 
Things of the eternalWorld. Thoſe that were wont to be 
the vaineſt, and looſeſt, and thoſe that had been moſt diſ- 
poſed to think, and ſpeak ſlightly of vital and experimental- 
Religion, were now generally ſubject to greatAwakenings. 
And the Work of Converſion was carried on in a moſt a 

niſbing Manner, and increaſed more and more; Souls 
did as it were come by Flocks to Jeſus Chriſt. From Day 
to Day, for many Months together, might be ſeen evident 
Inſtances of Sinners brought out of Darkneſs into marvelous 


* Light, and delivered out of an horrible Pit, and from the 


4 


miry Clay, and ſet upon a Rock, with a new Song of Praiſe 
to Gul in their Maus. i 
© This 
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This Work of God, as it was carried on, and the Num- 
© ber of true Saints multiplied, ſoon made a glorious Altera- 
tion in the Town; fo that in the Spring and Summer fol- 
flowing, _ 35- the Town ſeemed to be full of the 
© Preſence of God: It never was ſo full of Love, nor fo full 
of Fey; and yet ſo full of Diftreſs, as it was then. There 
«. were remarkable Tokens of God'sPreſence in almoſt every 
© Houſe. It was a Time of Joy in Families on the Account 
of Salvation's being brought unto them; Parents rejoicing 
© over their Children as new born, and Huſbands over their 
© Wives, and Hives over their Huſbands. The Goings of 
© God were then ſeen in his Sanctuary, God's Day was a 
© Delight, and his Tabernacles were amiable. Our publick 
© Aſſemblies were then beautiful; the Congregation was alive 
in God's Service, every one earneſtly intent on the public 
< Worſhip, every Hearer eager to drink in the Words of 
© the Miniſter as they came from his Mouth; the Aſſembly 
cin general were from Time to Time, in Tears while the 
Word was preached ; ſome weeping with Sorrow and Diſ- 
© treſs, others with Joy and Love, others with Pity and Con- 
© cern for the Souls of their Neighbours. | 

Our public Praiſes were then greatly enliven'd ; God 
was then ſerved in our Pſalmody, in ſome Meaſure, in the 
<- Beauty of Holineſs. It has been obſervable, that there has 
been ſcarce any Part of divine Worſhip, wherein good Men 
« amongſt us have had Grace Ps drawn forth, and theirHearts 
© {o lifted up in the Ways of God, as in ſinging his Praiſes : 
Our Congregation excell'd all that ever I knew in the ex- 
© -ternal Part of the Duty before, generally carrying regularly 
and well, three Parts of Muſick, and the JYamen a Part by 
« themſelves : But now they were evidently wont to ſing with 
a unuſual Elevation of Heart and Voice, which made the Duty 
« pleaſant indeed. | | 
= EL be finiſhed, and go on with other Accounts in our next. ) 


Juſt Reprinted, and Sold by Kneeland and Green, 
*Inners in ibe Hands of an angry GOD. A Sermon 
" Preached at Enficld, Fuly 8. 1741. At « Time of great Awal⸗ 
wings ; and attended with remarkable Impreſſions on many of the 
Hearers. By Jom TAN Epwarps, A M. Par of theChunth 
in Northampton. 

Dr. i att's in Letter to the Rev. Mr. Prince, April 22.1742, ſayt, 
think Mr. Edwards's Sermon on the Danger of the Uncenvertthy 
d one of the moſt terrible Repreſeatations I ever read. 
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{ Mr. EpwarDs's Account finiſhed; ] 5 


* FN all Companies on other Days, on whatever Occaſions 
p ] Perſons met together, CHR1sT was to be heard of and 
ſeen in the midſt of them. Our young People, when 
* they met, were wont to ſpend the Time in talking of the 
* Excellency and dying Love of Jesus CurisT, the Glori- 
* ouſneſs of the Way of Salvation, the wonderful, free, and 
* ſovereign Grace of God, his glorious Work in the Conver- 
fan of a Soul, the Truth and Certainty of the great Things 
of God's Word, the Sweetneſs of the Views of his Perfecti- 
* ons, &c. And even at Wedding, which formerly were 
* meerly Occaſions of Mirth and Jollity, there was now no 
* Diſcourſe of any thing but the Things of Religion, and no 
Appearance of any, but ſpiritual Mirth. COINS 
© Thoſe among us that had been formerly converted, were 
© greatly enliven'd and renew'd with freſh and extraordinary 
© Incomes of the Spirit of God; tho' ſome much more than 
© others, according to the Meaſure 4 Gift of Chrift : Many 
that before had laboured under Drfficulties about their own 
State, had now their Doubts removed by more ſatisfying 
* Experience, and more clear Diſcoveries of God's Love. 
Revival of Religion in oTHER Towns and Villages in 
the County of Hampſbire! ], e 
* When this Work firſt appeared, & was ſo extraordinarily 
* carried on amongſt vs in the Winter, others round about us, 
. * ſeemed not to know what to make of it; & there were many 
4 * that ſcoffed at and ridiculed it; and ſome compared what 
ve called Converſion, to certain Diſtempers. But it was 
Nn | LL, (2058 ery 
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very obſervable of many, that occaſionally came amongſt uy. 
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from abroad, with diſregardful Hearts, that what they ſary 
here cured them of ſuch a Temper of Mind: Strange; 
were generally ſurprized to find Things fo much beyond what 
they had heard, and were wont to tell others that the State 
of the Town could riot be conceiv'd of by thoſe that had not 
ſeen it. The Notice that was taken of it by the Papi 
that came to Town on Occaſion of the Court, that fat here in 
the beginning of March, was very obſervable. And thoſe 
that came from the Neighbourhood to our publick Lecturer, 
were for the moſt Part remarkably affected. Many that 
came to Town, on one Occaſion or other, had their Con- 
ſciences ſmitten,and awaken'd, & went home with wounded 
Hearts, and with thoſe Impreſſions that never wore off till 
they had hopefully a ſavinglſſue; and thoſe that before had 
ſerious Thoughts, had their Awakenings & Convictions great 
ly increaſed. And there were many Inſtances of Perſons 
that came from abroad, on Viſits, or on Buſineſs, that had not 
been long here before to all Appearance they were favingly 
wro' t upon, & partook of thatShower of divine Bleſſing that 
God rained down here, and went home rejoicing ; *till at 
Length the ſame //York began evidently to appear and pre- 
vail in ſeveral other Towns in the County. | 
In the Month of March, the People in Sou rH-HAbrEr 


began to be ſeized with deep Concern about the Things of 


Religion; which very ſoon became univerſal : And the 
Work of God has been very wonderful there ; not much, 
if any Thing, ſhort of what it has been here, in Proportion 
to the Bigneſs of the Place. | 

About the ſame Time, it began to break forth in the 
weſt Part of SUFFIELD(where it has alſo been very great, 


and it ſoon ſpread into all parts of the Town. 
© Tt next appear'd at SUNDERLAND, and ſoon overſpread 


© the Town ; and I believe was, for a Seaſon, not leſs re- 
< markable than it was here. 


* 


KR 
” ® 


C 
C 
£ 


© About the ſame Time, it began to appear in a Part of 


DrERTIEL D, called Gxttn-Riven, and afterwards fill'd 


the Town, and there has been a glorious Work there. 


lt began alſo to be manifeſt, in the ſouth Part of HaT- 


FIELD, ina Place called the HII L, and after that the 
wh:le Town, in the ſecond Week in April, ſeem'd to be 
ſeized, as it were at once, with Concern about the Thing 


of Religion; and the Work of God has been great there. 
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There has been alſo a very general Awakening at WESC 
© SPRINGFIELD, and LonG-ME apow. 

And in Ex FIELD, there was for a Time no ſmallConcern 
« amongſt ſome that before had been very looſe Perſons. 

About the ſame Time that this appear'd at Enfield, the 
Rev. Mr. Bull of WESTFIELD informed me, that there 
© had been a great Alteration there, and that more had been 
done in one Meet there than in ſeven Years before. 

« Something of this Work likewiſe appeared in the f 
Precinct in SPRINGFIELD, principally in the North and 
« South Extremes of the Pariſh. 

And in HADpLEY old Town, there gradually appear'd 
« ſo much of a Work of God on Souls, as at another Time 
« would have been thought worthy of much Notice. 

For a ſhort Time there was alſo a very great and general 
« Concern, of the like Nature, at NORTHFIELD. 

And wherever this Concern appeared, it ſeem'd not to 
© be in vajn ; But in every Place God brought ſaving Bleſ- 
© ſings with him, and his Word attended with his Spirit (as 
© we have all Reaſon to think) return'd not void. It might 
© well be ſaid at that Time in all Parts of the County, L 
are theſe that fly as a Claud, and as Doves io their Windows ? 

© As what other Towns heard of and found in this, was a 
great Means of awakening them; ſo cur hearing of ſuch a 
© ſwift, and extraordinary Propagation, and Extent of this 
* Work, did doubtleſs for a Time ſerve to uphold the Work 
* amongſt us. The continual News kept alive the Talk of 
* Religion, and did greatly quicken and rejoyce the Hearts 
* of God's People, and much awaken'd thoſe that looked on 
* themſelves as ſtill /zft behind, and made them the more ear- 
* neſt that they alſo might are in the great Bleſſing that 
* others had obtain'd. 


[Revival of Religion in ſeveral Towns in CONNECTICUT= 
COLONY. 

© This remarkable pouring out of the Spirit of Gad, which 
* thus extended from one End to the other of thisCounty, was 
not confin'd to it, but many Places in ConnecTicur, 
' havepartook in the ſameMercy : As for Inſtance, the FIxs r 
PARISH in WINDSOR, under the paſtoral Care of the 
| Rer. Mr. Marſh was thus bleſs'd about the ſame Time, as 
we in Northampton, while we had no Knowledge of each 
' ®her's Circumſtances : There has been a very great. Inga- 
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thering of Souls to CyR1sT inthatPlace, And ſomething 
conſiderable of the ſame Work began afterwards, in EAsr 
WiNpsoOR, my honoured Father's Pariſh, which has in 
Times paſt, been a Place favoured with Mercies of this Na- 
ture, above any on this weſtern Side of New- England, ex- 
cepting Northampton ; there having been four or five Seaſons 
of the pouring out of the Spirit to the general Awakening of 
the People there, ſince my Father's Settlement among 
them. | | 

© There was alſo the la/t Spring and Summer a wonderful 
Work of God carried on at CovEN TRV under the Mini- 
ſtry of the Rev. Mr. Meacham : I had Opportunity to con- 
verſe with ſome of Coventry People, who gave me a very 
remarkable Account of the ſurprizing Change that appear'd 
in the moſt rude and vicious Perſons there. 

The like was alſo very great at the ſame Time in a Part 
of LEBANON, called the CRANK, where the Rev. Mr. 
IYheelrxck, a young Gentleman is lately ſettled : And there 
has been much of the ſame at DuRHAM, under the Mi- 
niſtry of the Rev. Mr. Chauncy ; and to Appearance no 
ſmall Ingathering of Souls there. And likewiſe amongſt 
many of the young People in the firſt Precinct᷑ inSTRATEFORD, 
under the Miniſtry of the Rev. Mr. Gould ; where the 
Work was much promoted by the remarkable Converſion 
of a young Woman that had been a greatCompany-Keeper, 


as it was here. 15 

Something of this Work appeared in ſeveral other Town; 
in thoſe Parts, as I was informed when I was there, the lat 
Fail. And we have ſince been acquainted with ſomething 
very remarkable of this Nature at another Pariſh inSTRAT- 
FORD call'd RiyToN, under the paſtoral Care of the Rev. 
Mr. Mills. f..... 
And there was a conſiderable Revival of Religion laſt 
Summer at New-Haven old Town, as I was once 
and again informed by the Rev. Mr. Noyes the Miniſter 
there, and by others : And by a Letter which I very lately 
receiv d from Mr. Noyes, and alſo by Information we have 
had otherwiſe, this flouriſhing of Religion ſtill continues, 
and has lately much increaſed; Mr. Noyes writes, that 
many this Summer have been added to theChurch, and particu- 
larly mentions ſeveral young Perſons that belong to the 
principal Families of that TW I.. 
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There has been a Degree of the fame Work at a Part of 
© GuiLFORD 3; and very conſiderable at MAansF1ELD,un-+ 
der the Miniſtry of the Rev. Mr. Eleazer Williams; and 
an unuſal religiousConcern at TOLLAND 3 and . 


« of it at HEBRON, and Bol rox, 

There was alſo no ſmall Effuſion of the Spirit of God "a 
the Nerth Pariſh in PRESTON, in the eaſtern Part of- 
« CONNECTICUT, which I was informed of, and ſaw- 
it, when I was the laſt Auturen at the Houle, , 
tion of the Rev. Mr. Lord, theMinifter- 
© there 3 who, with the Rev. Mr. Owen of GRoToN, came 
up hither in May, the laſt Year, on Purpoſe to ſee the Work 
© of f God here; and having heard various and contradictory 
Accounts of it, were careful when they were here to inform 
© and ſatisfy themſelves ; and to that End particularly con- 
« verſed with many of our People; which they declared to be 
« entirely to their Satisfaction, and that the one Half had not 
geen told them, nor could be told them, Mr. Lord told me 
© that, when he got home, he informed his Congregation of 
< what he had ſeen, and that they were greatly affected with 
© it, and that it proved the Beginning 7 the ſame Work 
among them, which prevailed till there was a general R wak· 
© ening, and many Inſtances of Perſons, who ſeemed to be 
© remarkably converted. I alſo have lately heard that there 
has been ſomething of the ſame Work at WoODBURx. 

© This ſeems to haue been a very extraordinary Diſpenſa- 
© tion of Providence: God has in many Reſpects gone out 
« of, and much beyond his uſual, and — Tay, The 
Work in this Tam and ſome others about us, has been 
* extraordinary on Account of the Univerſality of it, affet- 
© ing all ſorts, ſober and vicious, high and low, iich and poor, 
viſe and unwiſe ; it reach'd the moſt conſiderable Families 
and Perſons, to all Appearance, as much as others. In 
former Stirrings of this Nature, the Bulk of the young Peo- 

ple have beans greatly affected; but old Men, and litile Chil- 
ren have been ſo now. Many of the la have, « of their 
oven Accord, formed themſelves into religious Secteties, in 

« different Parts of the Town : A looſe cartels Perſon could 
« ſcarcely find a Companion in the whole Neighbourhood ; 
and if there was any ane that feemed to remain * ar 


unconcerned, it would be ſpoken of as a range Thing. 


This Dipenation has alſo appeared very ertraordinary 
6 
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© in the Nambers of thoſe, on whom we have Reaſon to 
© hope it has had a ſaving Effect: We have about fix hundred 
© and twenty Communicants, which include almoſt all out adult 
© Perſons. - The Church was very large before; but Perſons 
« never thronged into it, as they did in the late extraordi 
Time: Our Sacraments are eight Meets aſunder, and I 
© received into our Communion about an hundred before one 
© Sacrament, and four ſcore of them at one Time, whoſe 
© Appearance, when they preſented themſelves together to 
© make an open explicit Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, was very 
affecting to the Congregation : --- I took in near ſixty be- 
© fore the next Sacrament-Day : But it muſt be noted that 
© it is not the Cuſtom here, as it is in many other Churches 
© in this Country, to make a credible Relation of their in- 
© ward Experiences the Ground of Admiſſion to the Lord's 
© Supper. EU | | 

© ] am far from pretending to be able to determine how 
many have lately been the Subjects of ſuch Mercy; but if 
« may be allowed to declare any thing that appears to me 
© probable in a Thing of this Nature, I hope that more than 
* three Hundred Souls were ſavingly brought home to Chriſi, 
in this Town, in the Space of half a Year, (how many more 


- © don't gueſs) and about the ſame Number of Males as Fe- 
C 


males ; which, by what I have heard Mr. Stoddard fay, 
was far from what has been uſual in Years paſt, for he ob- 
ſerved that in his Time, many more Women were convert- 
ed than Men. Thoſe of our young Penple, that are on other 
Accounts moſt likely and conſiderable, are moſtly, as I 
hope, truly pious, and leading Perſons in Ways of Reli- 
gion. Thoſe that were formerly looſer young Perſons, are 
generally to'all Appearance, become true Lovers of God 
and Chrift, and ſpiritual in their Diſpoſitions. And I hope 


that by far the greater Part of Perſons in this Town, above 


© 16 Years of Age, are ſuch as have the ſaving Knowledge 
© of Feſus Chrift; and fo by what I heard I ſuppoſe it is in 
ſome other Places, particularly at Sunderland & South Hadley. 
© This has alſo appear d to be a very extraordinary Diſpen- 
ſation, in that the Spirit of God has ſo much extended not 
only his awakening, but regenerating Influences, both to 
elderly Perſons, and alſo thoſe that are very young. It has 
been a Thing heretofore rarely to be heard of, that any 
were converted paſt middle Age: But now we have 8 
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© {ame Ground to think, that many ſuch have in this Time 
© been ſavingly changed, as that others have been fo 
in more early Years. I ſuppoſe there were upwards of 
« ffiy Perſons in this Town above 40 Years of Age; and 
more than twenty of them above 50, and about ten of them 
© above 60, and two of them above 70 Years of Age. 

It has heretofore been looked on as a ſtrange Thing, when 
any have ſeem'd to be favingly wrought upon, and remark- 
« able changed in their Childhood ; but now I ſuppoſe, near 


« thirty were toAppearance ſo wrought upon between 10 and 


« 14 Years of Age, and two between g and 10, and one of 
© about 4 Years of Age; and becauſe I ſuppoſe this laſt will 
© be moſt difficulily believed, I will hereafter give a particu- 
© Jar Account of it. The Influences of God's Spirit have 
© alſo been very remarkable on Children in ſome other Plages, 
© particularly at Sunderland and South- Hadley, and the weſt 
Part of Suffield. There are ſeveral Families in this Town 


that are all hopefully pious ; yea, there are ſeveral numer- 


© ous Families, in which, I think we have Reaſon to hope 
that all the Children are truly godly, and molt of them lately 
© become ſo : And there are very few Houſes in the whole 
© Town, into which Salvation has not lately come, in one or 
© more Inſtances. There are ſeveral Negroes, that from what 
© was ſeen in them then, and what is diſcernable in them ſince, 
appear to have been truly born again in the late remarkable 
© Seaſon. _ = | 
God has alſo ſeemed to have gone out of his uſual Way, 
in the Quichneſs of his Work, and the ſwift Progreſs his 
© Spirit has made in his Operations on the Hearts of many: 
« *Tis wonderful that Perſons ſhould be fo ſuddenly, and yet 
* ſo greatly changed : Many have been taken from a looſe 
© and careleſs Way of Living, and ſeized with ſtrong Con- 
© victions of their Guilt andMiſery, and in a very little Time 
old Things have paſſed away, and all Things have become 
* new with them. | 
God's Work has alſo appeared very extraordinary, in the 
© Degrees of the Influences of his Spirit, both in the Degree of 
* ſaving Light, and Love, and Foy, that many have experien- 
* ced. It has alſo been very extraordinary in the Extent of 
© it, and its being fs ſwiftly propagated from Town to Town. 
In former Times of the pouring out of the Spirit of God on 
* this Town, tho” in ſome of them it was very remarkable, 
* yet 
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« yet it reached no further than this Town, the neighbouring 


«< Towns all around continued unmoved. . | 
< The Work of God's Spirit ſeemed to be at its greateſt 
© Height in this Town, in the former Part of the Spring, in 
March and April; at which Time God's Work in the 
< Converſion of Souls was carried on amongſt us in ſo. won- 
< derful a Manner, that ſo far as I, by looking back, « 
© judge from the particular Acquaintance I have had with 
Souls in this Work, it appears to me probable, to have been 
© at the Rate, at leaſt, of four Perſons in a Day, or near 
< thirty in a Week, take one with another, for five or ſix Weeks 
< together : When God in ſo remarkable a Manner took the 
Work into his own Hands, there was as much done in a 
< Day or two, as at ordinary Times, with all Endeavour 
< thatMen can uſe, and with ſuch aBlefling as we commonly 
have, is done ina Year. coy eel 
This is the Rev. Mr. EDwAaRDs's General Account of the 
wonderful Revival of Religion not only at Northampton, but 
alſo in ether Towns both of the Ccunty of Hampſhire and of 
Connecticut Colony, in the Years 1734, 1735 and 1736. To 
which we ſhall ſubjoin the following ATTESTATION ; and 
for particular Inſtances of the powerful. Influence of the di- 
vine Spirit, refer thoſe who deſire to read them, to that re- 
markable Narrative. Ys : 
To the Reverend Benjamin Colnian, D. D. Paſtor of 3 
Church in Bo/ton. _ 1 
Stix, Maſtfield, Octob. 11. 1738, 
TY your Letter of Auguſt 19. you inform us, that the Rev, 
Dr. Watts and Dr.Guy/e deſire that ſome other Miniſters, 
who were Eye and Ear Witneſſes to ſome of thoſe numerouy 
Conver/zons in the other Towns about Northampton, would 
atteſt unto what the Rev. Mr. Edwards has written of them, 
We take this Opportunity to aſſure you, that the Account 
Mr. Edwards has given in his Narrative of our ſeveral Towns 
or, Pariſhes is true; and that much more of the like Nature 
might have been added with Reſpect to ſome of them. 
We are, Reverend Sir, Your Brethren and Servants . 


William Williams, Paſtor of Hatfeld. 


Ebenezer Devotion - of Suffield, 

| Stephen Williams ------- of Long Meadotw, 
Peter Raynolds -- of Enfield. 
Nehemiah Bull of Wt field. 


Samuel Hophins — - of IF. pringfield, 
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S the chief Deſign of this Paper is to be a General Mas 
A gazine or Treaſury of Pious HisToRY, collected 
from authentick Books, Pamphlets, Papers and Let- 
| ters both in Print and Manuſcript, as they come to our No- 
tice ; it cannot be expected, we ſhould go on in ſo exact an 
Order as if we had them all in our Eye at the Entrance of our 
Undertaking. But when we find we have omitted any Remar- 
ible, we believe we ſhall oblige our pious Readers, and ren- 
der our Collection more compleat, if we look back a little 
and recover what we had unhappily paſs*d over. And this 
ſhall be therefore the Buſineſs of the preſent Number: Eſpe- 
cially ſince the following Femarkable Inſtance of the Revival of 
Religion at WINDHAM* in Connefticut-Colony in the Year 
1721, which we had over-looked, and which we are obliged 
to the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft for putting us in Mind of, will more 
properly come in Here than after, and ſhou'd have been placed 
before the Farthquake,which was in 1727. And herein we may 
ſee a remarkable Inſtance of the ſame Nature with that E ffu fe ion 
of the HoLy SPIRIT at NORTHAMPTON and other Places 
about 14 Years after: tho' this at WINDHAM has not been 
{ much known in this Part of the Land, and that ſince at 
NokTHAMPTON ſeems to have been in a greater Mea ſure. 
The Account is contained in a PREFACE to aSermon of the 
Rer. Mr. Adams of Neu- Landen. The Title-Page is Thus 
- © ASERMON preached at WiNDHAM, July 12.1721- 
On a Day of Thankſziving for the late remarkable Succeſs 
* of the Goſpel among them. 
And the PREFACE is as Nu 
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I T ſeems to be ſomething [neceſſary that ſome Account, 
k ſhould be given of -theOccaſion of = enſuingDiſcourſe, 
and it may (through the Bleffing of Gop ) be uſefl unto 
many, when they ſhall hear of the Grace of God unto othen, 
and how he hath been mercifully pleaſed to vi/it his People, 
l indbam is a Town of about fome thirty Years ſtanding, 
where the Rev. Mr. Samuel Whiting hath been improved in 
© the Work of the Miniſtry, even from their Beginning, 

_ © Gop hath been pleaſed to make him a very rich Bleffing 
among them, and doubtleſs many will have Reaſon to bk 
God for ever in that theirLot hath been caſt to dwell under 
his Miniſtry. Not only hath he ſeen the Town flouriſhing to 
that Degree in this fhort ſpace of Time, as that two other 
Societies are already ſprung out therefrom, but he hath had 
the Comfort to obſerve that many living and ſerious Chrif- 
tians have been born there, and that his Labour bath not bun 
in vain in the Lord. 1 
© But of late there has been a greater Stirring than ordi- 
nary among the dry Bones, many have been awakened to 
conſider and enquire with a great deal of Earneſtneſs, J/hat 
they ſhould do to be ſaved ? Perſons of all Ages and ſome of 
whom there was but little Expectation, have come together 
tweeping to ſeek the Lord thrir God, fo that within the com- 
paſs of about half a year, there have been Four ſcore Perſons 
joined to their Communion, and more are ſtill dropping in; 
So mightily doth the Word of Gods grow and prevail among 
them, and let us charitably hope that the Lord hath been 
adding to his Church, ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 

Could their Rev. Paſtor have been prevailed upon fo far 
to have gratified the Publick, we might have been more 
curiouſly entertained with the Knowledge of many Parti- 
© calars, which ought not to be forgotten, while the Holy 
© Spirit, like the Mind that bloweth where it liſteth, hath been 
© dividing to every one ſeverally as it will, in this Day of the! 
< /Vi/itaticn; But at preſent we muſt be content with thus 
© ſhort and imperfect Account. 
© In the mean time it is ſurpriſing to ſee what an happy 

+ Alteration there is made when God is pleaſed to bleſs the 

« Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and the Inſtitutions of hisHoule, 

and confirm his Mord in the Mouths of his Servants. . Nov 


© the Eyes of he blind are opened, the Ears of the Deaf unſl 1 
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c 924, the Dumb are taught to ſpea#, and they that were /þ1- 


« ritually dead are raiſed unto Life. | 

Jo behold obſtinate Sinners that went on frowaraly in the 
« ways of their oton Heart, yielding themſelves unto Gad, ſuch 
« as were careleſs and unconcerned about their own Souls, now 
brought to the laſt Diſtreſs and Concern about what they 
« ſhatl do to Eſcape from the Mrath that is to come, and ſuch 
cas were fond of their feveral vicious Courſes now quitting 
them with ſhame and indignation, that they may endeavour 
« for the future to lead their Lives, not according to the Luſts 
« of Men, but thetill of God. Shall it not from this Time be ſaid, 
« JVhat hath God wrought ? Surely it is the work of him that 
at firſt commanded theLight to ſhine out of Dar#neſs and called 
« the things that were not as though they dere. 

Now the Work grows eaſie and delightful in the Hand 
of the Lord's Servants, their former Sighs occaſioned by 
their unſucceſsful Endeavoursare changed into Praiſes, and 
they almoſt forget their other Sorrows and Burdens that are 
upon them, for Fey that People are Born unto the Lord. 
Now they that have happily eſcaped out of the Snare of the 
« Frwler admire the wonders of Free Grace which remembred 
© and viſited them in their low Eſtate, they are brought forth 
into the Light of Life, & having their Doubts and Fears gra- 
« dually diſſipated, tkey goon rejoicing for theConſolation. Their 
Fellow Chriſtians who were in Chrift before them, receive 
them with open Arms, and many Thankſgivings are offered 
* up unto the Lord. Now things put on the ſame Face of 


* Gladneſs and Delight, as once they did at Samaria,, when 


* CHRIST was preached with Succeſs, Acts 8, 8. Aud there 
* was great Joy in that City. 

It was upon thisOccaſfion that a Day of Thankſgiving was 
appointed and obſerved by that diſtinguiſhed People, when 
the following Diſcourſe was delivered and is now by their 
* preſſing and repeated Inftances publiſhed to the World: if 
it may be any way Serviceable to influence them to Stand 
* faſt in the Lord, or ſtir up any to mind the Things that belong 
* unto their Peace there will be the lefs Occaſion to apologize 
for the Defects and Imperfections that may attend it. 

But, Oh ] that the ſame good Spirit from on High were 
* poured out upon the f the Country, for what pity is it 
that this ſingle Fleece only ſhould be ter with the Dew of 
© Heaven, while the reſt of the round round about remains, 
* ( comparatively ) dry. And may we not ſay with the 

R 2 Pfalmiſt 
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Pſalmiſt, It is time for thee, Lord to Work, when Iniquity 
< gets Head and ſerious Religion is ſo ſadly decaying through- 
© out the Land, inſomuch that there is ſcarce a ſufficient 
number riſing up to make good the Ground of them that 
are dropping off the Stage continually ; eſpecially when we 
conſider alſo how much ſhort they come of their goodSpirit, 
and we are almoſt at a loſs to find Chriſtians among Chriſ. 
tians. It is true God is calling loudly to us by variety of 
Providences,theMeans of Grace are yet in our Hands, and the 
Ordinances are among us, But where is the God of the Ordi- © 
nances? And where are all the wonders which our Fathers told 
us 7 when the Arm of the Lord was powerfully Revealed, 
and People more generally believed theReport of the Goſpel ; 
May the Lord pleaſe to revive his own Work and help us 
to Remember, hold ſaſt and Repent and do our firſt Wark, 
may his good Spirit be poured out more plentifully upon both 
Miniſters and People, that the one may preach more plainh, 
boldly, and with an uncommon Concern for the glory of Gid 
and the Gord of Immortal Souls, and the other may attmd 
with more Earne/tne/s and Care to the things that are ſpoken, 
left at any time they let them ſliþ ; and may that Good Spirit 
of Piety and Devotion which ſometimes through the Bleſſing 
of God and the influence of his Grace begins to kindle in 
this or that Place, ſpread like a fame throughout the Land 
to purge away our Droſs, and raiſe up à Seed which ſhall be 
accounted to the Lord for a Generation. 7 

For this let every one that is godly pray unto him Day and 
Night, ſince with him is the reſidue of the Spirit, and he de- 
lights to be ſtirred up by the Prayers of his People; Let us 
take with us Words and cry in the Language of the Prophet, 

Iſa. 51.9. Awake, Awake,put on Strength, O Arm o the Lord, 

awake as in the antient Days, in the Generations of Old. 

l ho can tell but that as he hath begun to pour out of His 
© good Spirit, ſo he may pleaſe to perfect the good Wark and caujt 
© the good Savour of his Knowledge to ſpread far and wide? 
Let us, as they that wiſh well to the Cauſe of ſerious and 

c practical Religion, ſeeing theTimes are drawing nearer, Walt 
upon the Lord, till he ſhall appear for our help, bringing 
© Salvation, when all Difficulties ſhall be removed, the Moun- 
© tains be levelled and made aPlain ; and whatſoever letteth, 


© ſhall be for ever taken away; when he that hath 44 the 
Faundans 
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« Foundation ſhall bring forth the Headflone with Shouting, 

« while the Standers by are prepared with joyful Acclamati- 

« ons to Cry, Grace Grace unto it. | 
 New-London Sept. | 
12. 1721. 


In the Application of Mr. Adams's Sermon he ſays, p. 24] 

« I would now take leave to Apply my ſelf more particu- 
« ]arly to the People in this Place; A good Work hath be 
of late wrought among you, Mam have been Awakened, 
« Convinced and (as we ought charitably to hope) ectualhy 
« brought home to God, the Neighbourhood hath rung of it and 
it hath been told for a Memorial of Divine Grace, good 
People every where have rejoiced upon the Hearing of it 
« and glorified God in you, Satan hath been Alarmed and En- 
« raged (as we may well think) to ſee ſuch an Encroachment 
made upon his Kingdom, to behold ſuch large Waſte and 
© Spoil made of his Goods : This is doubtleſs, theFinger of God, 
to him the Praiſe of it is intirely due, while the Inſtruments 
© ſtand by, content only with a ſecondary Honour, and y 
© have well done to ſet apart this time for your Publick, 
« thankful Acknowledgment of this and other Mercies. Suf- 
fer me therefore to apply my ſelf Particularly. 

« Firſt. To them who have happily been wrought upon in this 
Day f Grace and pouring out of the Spirit. 

* decondly, To them who have been paſſed Over and ſuffered 
© to remain ſtill in their former Hardneſs and Security. 

* Thirdly, Toall the Godly and Chriſtian People in this Place. 

[ [ Under this laſt Head he fays, --- ] 

© 1. Be the more confirmed in your V ay by all the greatThings 
© which the Lord hath been doing among you of late. I truſt that 
you are already well rooted and e/tabliſhed in the Faith, fo 
that nothing will eaſily move you from your Stedfaſineſs yet 
now thro* the Mercy of God you have an abundantConfir- 
* mation of your Faith: You ſee what great Virtue and 
Efficacy there is in the Chriſtian Doctrine, that it muſt 
needs be the Word of God ſeeing it produceth ſuch great 
© and good and marvellous Effects. You have a ſenſible and 
* convincing Proof before your Eyes that there is ſomethi 
in Religion, and have no further Need of Miracles to con- 
firm it. When you ſee the Doctrine of Chriſt triumphing 


E. Ap Ans. 


* remarkably over the Ignorance, the Miſtakes, the Careleſs- 


neſs, 
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_ © neſs and the Wickedneſs of Men, you haveReafon to draw 
up that Conclufion which ſometimes Jacob did, Surely the 
Lord is in this Place. Surely, his Word is good ; the Ways 
© of the Lord are right, and the uf? ſhall walk in them. Let 
nothing for the future ſhake your Stedfadneſs, and be not 
cat all moved by the Confidence of fooliſh Men (if you 
_ © ſhould be aſſaulted by them) to divert you from that Chriſfian 
£ Courſe wherein you have been educated, and take that 
* Counſel, in 1 Pet, 1. 13. I berefore gird up the Loins of 
your Mind, be ſober, and hope to the End, for the Grace that 
is to be brought unto you at the Revelation of Feſus Chriss. 
[And thus he concl . 

Leet us all give Thanks unto him whoſe Mercy endureth 
© for ever, who hath ridden forth proſperouſly upon the Word of 
* Truth and hath made ſo many People willing in the Day of 
* his Power. May he ſtill go on to ſubdue the People under him, 
£ that the Hearts of the Fathers may be bro't down into the Chil- 

dren, that we may ſtill /ee the good of his Choſen, and Rejeycy 

with the gladneſs of his Inheritance. And, Oh that the Lord 
_ would ariſe and have Mercy upon Zion, that the time to favour 

it, the ſet Time may come, that the whole Earth may be filled 

with the Knowledge of the Glory of the Lord, as the Waters 
cover the Sea. 

In ſome Meaſure agreeable to theſe pious Wiſhes was that 
Revival of Religion in New- England about fix Years after 
upon the great and general Zarthquake in 72 ; and much 
more ſurprizing that Revival in the County of Hampſhire of the 
Aaſſachuſetts Province and in djverſe Towns of Connecficui 
Colony in che Years 17 34,5 & b, as we have mention'd from 
Mr. Edwards before. But as Mr. Edwards has only given 
us theſe two Lines with reſpect toMANSFIELD in Connecticut 
Colony, viz. * The ſame Work has been very conſiderable at 
© MANSFIELD, under the Miniſtry of theRev.Mr.ELEAZER 
* W1LLIAMs .' And as this very pious Miniſter is of late de- 
ceaſed, it is to be fear'd we ſhall have no other Account. of 
the Revival of Religion There than what was publiſh'd by the 
ſame Rev. Mr. Adams of New-London in a Preface to three | 
Sermons of Mr. J/lliams's printed There in 1735; the Sub- 
Rlance of which Prefuce is allo inſerted in the Margin of the 
Rev. Mr. Fexcroft's Sermon on Soul Health and Preſperity, 
printed at Boſtan in 1742. We therefore judge it proper to 
put it in this Place of our Hiſtory, with the Rev. Mr. Fox: 


erofts INTRODUCTION, in the following Terms, p. ay 
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Let every new Converſion we ſee or hear of, open a freſſi 
« Spring of Joy inour Hearts, and fill our Mouths with Praiſe. 
As the Number of Converts in ion, in this remarbable Day 
«of divine Power and Grace, is on the increaſing Hand, and 
uch People are daily added ta the Lord in one Place and ano- 
« ther, how ſhou'd all that wou'd approve themſelves Lovers 
« of Chriſt and Souls rejoice and give Thanks Praiſe ye the 
Lord: Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul. Whatever Darkneſs 
« and Difficulty may hang about the Minds of any, let them. 
«© take Example from Acts. 11. 18. ben they heard theſe 
« Things, they held their Peace, and glorified Go D. O how 
« ſhou'd we magnify the Lord with Thankſgiving, who is fo 
© marvelouſly at this Day vi ſiting our Land, to take out of it a 
People for his Name, and in fo extenſive a Manner reviving his 
Mort among us! May it ſpread ſtill more and more, till 
© the whole Land, yea the whole Earth, is filled with the 
Glory of the Lord! 

This remarkable Work has ſurprizingly by various Means 
* andIn{truments been increas'd and extended, ſince the Rev. 
Mr. Ap aus, Paſtor of the firſt Church at New-London, 
* and a faithful, Brother unto them (as I ſuppoſe ) publiſh'd 
his Thoughts upon it (Anno 1735) ina Preface to the Rev. 
Mr. E. Milliam'sSermon on Prov. q. 4 5. I beg Leave 
* on this Occaſion to repeat from him the following Lines. 


We have heard of the Grace of God in ſome Parts of the 
Country; how his good SPIRIT hath been at Work in di- 
vers Towns, to awaken a Concern in many about what 
& they ſhall do to be ſaved ; that this Concern continues, that 
eit ſpreads, and that Perſons are flocking into the Churches, 
Has Doves to their Windows : It muſt be look'd upon as a 
% Token for Good, and ſhould produce Praiſes to the Lox D, 
who is graciouſly vi/ting his People. Only let them who, 
are thus awakened, take Care that they do not reſt in a 
% deceitful Work; and look well to their future Conver {a- 
tion ( eſpecially fince ſo many Eyes are upon them) that 
* it be altogether as becomes the Goſpel of Crit. 

< It is not to be doubted, but that the great Enemy of Souls 
** will endeavour to difgrace and throw an Odium upon this. 
good Work. It is no new Thing for him to ſow Tares in 
** the LoRn's Field among the good Il beat, eſpecially if the 
= dervants ſleep, 
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«« But ſo long as this Concern is awakened by the readin 
« and hearing of the Word; while it reforms the Life, an 
«« cleanſeth the Way; takes People off from their vain Con- 
«© fidences, and brings them kindly over to Jeſus Chriſt ; 
«© makes them ſerious, watchful, prayerful and heavenly- 
« minded; helps them to govern better their Thoughts, 
«© Words and Actions, their Appetites and Inclinations, 
4 Paffionsand Affections; difpoſeth them to be juſt and righ- 
c teous, kind and charitable to all that are about them; and 
<< finally, fills them with Love to God, his Truths, his Ways, 
«© his Worſhip and his People; Now it hath ſuch Marks of a 
« divine Work, that the more general it is, ſo much the bet- 
«< ter: and as it advanceth and ſpreads thro* the Country, 
«© we ſhould all cry, Grace, Grace unta it. | 

Some People at aDiſtance hearing of this Concern and 
«« Stirring, are quite at a Le, how to account for it; they 
«© wonder what ſhould be the Occaſion, and nothing leſs than 
„ ſome Prophet or Angel ſent from above, or ſome Expecta- 
« tionofthe World's ſudden coming to an End, ſeems to 
<< them ſufficient to make it either ſo great or ſo extenſive. 

« Others mock and deride. | 
gut what is there after all ſo very unaccountable in this 
« Matter ? Or what is there ſo very peculiar in their Cir- 
c cumfſtances, who are now, thro” the Mercy of God, fo 
«© very much concerned? Ought not all unconvertedSinners 
« ſadly to think of their loſt and undone Condition without 
Can Intereſt in Chriſt, if they would act reaſonably ? and 
«© will they not alſo be bro't to it in the Day when the Lord 
«© ſhall open their Eyes ? Truly it is wonderful, to think how 
«© they can reſt Day and Night, while they have Reaſon to 
judge that they are yet in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond 
« of Tniquity. Then ſhall theſe wondering People know 
«© the Meaning of this Diſpenſation, when the Spirit of 
„ Grace and Supplication ſhall drive them into their inner 
«. Chambers, to unboſom themſelves before the Lord: And it 
«© would be one of the beſt Days of all their Lives, were they 
C bro't into the like Condition. ELIPHALETADAMS. 
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H at preſent finiſh'd our Accounts of the Reui- 


val of Religion in NEw-EXNGLAND at the preſent 

Day before Mr. WWhitefield's Arrival in 1740 ; un- 
til a ſufficient Number of freſh Accounts come to our Hands; 
we would entertain our Readers with other Matters. And 
we cannot but think that the following Extract is exceeding 
ſuitable for the preſent Times. It is a Chapter contained i 
2valuable and famous Treatiſe intituled The Kingdom of GOD 
among Men, printed at London in 1679, and compoſed by the 
Rev. Mr. Joan Cox BET, one of the greateſt and moſt 
learned as well as pious of the Nonconformiſts in his Day, as 
we learn from his Funeral Sermon preached by the Rev. and 
famous Mr. Baxter, and from Dr. Calamy's Account of the 


ejected Miniſters. 
CHAP. XV. 


The Enmity of the IWorld againſt Godlineſs, and the Caluninied 
and Reproaches caſt upon it conſidered. 


T HE ſecurity and increaſe of true Religion i is a matter 
of no ſmall difficulty, TheEnmity againſt it is ge- 
neral and perpetual in the firſt race of Mankind it brake 
* forth' even to Blood, and throughout all Ages it hath been 

* propagated,and that with great rage, as well within as with- 
* out the Pale of the viſible Church. The adverſe World 
© knows not the new Nature what it is, for it knows not 


© God, whoſe Image. it is; The World is not only alienated- 


from the Life of God, but oppoſite to it by the antipathy of 

* the carnal Life, and fo not only, wants the true reliſh, but 

© hath 4 ſtrong diſeliſm of 45 divine and heavenly, Nan 
reov 
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« Moreover true Chriſtianity is a Light, by which all Things 
« that are reproved, are made manifeſt ; and the World that 
< lives in Sin and loves Darkneſs, hates the Light, by. which 
it is condemned, not only with an Hatred of Averfation, 
© but of hoſtile Perſecution. 

© Neverthelefs, the unregenerate Sort of Men in general, 
© cannot and would not abandon all Senſe of Religion, which 
cis ſo deeply imprinted in human Nature, and the Form 
© whereof may be acceptable even to corrupt Nature. Where- 
© fore they own the Name, while they hate the Thing; and 
© keep up a Shew and Form thereof, while they deny the 
Truth and Power. And having a falſe Apprehenſion of 
< Chriſt they adore him, while they trample upon his preſent 
Members, that really bear his Image; and having a falfe 
© Idea of Godlineſs, they honour the "Memory of the Saints 
< of former Ages, while they vilify thoſe of their own Times, 
© in-whomGodlineſs really exiſts : which ſhews, that if Chriſt 
and the former Saints were now on the Earth to appear 
© what they were indeed, they would be no leſs hated and 
© ſcorned than the Faithful that are now living. k 

The manifold Ways of Deſtruction and Miſery wherein 
© the Wicked walk, tho* contradictory to each other, do all 
© conſpire in this Enmity ; ; and Godlineſs is put to conflict 
© not with one Sort of Enemies, but with the various-corrupt 
c Parties of the divided carnal World. Yet worldly Intereſts 

© often make their Advantages of Chriſtianity,.and have their 
<© Deſigns upon it, and complicate themſelves with it in ſome 
© external and accidental Engagements fot᷑ a Seaſon, and then 
< the Enmity is reſtrained. And not a- few, that fall ſhort of 
Regeneration, may be ſo illuminated and wrought upon, as 
© not only to ceaſe from Malignancy and Hoſtility againſt it, 
< but to promote and ſtrengthen its external Intereſts. But 
© for all this, the Serpentine Nature hath hitherto been more 
© predominant in this lower World, and God's Kingdom hath 
© had far greater Oppoſition, than Aſfiſtance from the Powers 
© thereof. 

© Now we are noting the Injury and Deſpight that is done 
to Godlineſs, the Calumnies and Reproaches heaped on the 
© ſeriaus Profeſſors of it to render them hateful and contemp- 
© tible, requires ſome Animadverſion. Their Adverſaries 
- © ſet them forth as Proud, Froward, Stubborn, Falſe, Raſh, 
© Fierce, Petulant, Sullen, Fanatical, Hypocritical, Cenſo- 


rious, 
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© rious, Pragmatical, Unruly, Schiſmatical, Seditious, Un- 
peaceable, Preſumptuous, Selfiſh, and ſuch like. 
« If we would judge rightly of cheſelmputations, we are tq 
mind many Things, viz. The Intruſion of Hypocrites, the 
lultitude of halfConverts, the great Weakneſs of Grace, and 
Heſect of Wiſdom in the greater Part of ſincere Chriſtians, 
and the Imperfections of the beſt and chiefeſt of them. It 
is further to be conſidered that Faults real or ſeeming, are 
more remarkable in ſtrict Profeſſors than in any others, as 
Spots i in a white Garment ; alſo that the common Malig- 
nity will aggravate the fame above Meaſure ; likewiſe that 
the Things they arecharged with (werethey truly charged) 
are not peculiarly theirs, but the Corruptions of the World 
in general; and that ſome Degrees thereof are found in all, 
in whom human Weakneſs i is found, and thet they are leſs 
and in a lower Degree in this Party of Men than in any 
other. Add hereunto that the Faults of ſome are commonly 
objected againſt all, and the Sins of Men not yet made per- 
fect, are caſt | upon "that holy and perfect Way, which con- 
, demns thoſe Sins, and hath broken the Dominion of them. 
Morcover, when it is undeniable that this Sort of Men 
© in general have renounced palpable Diſhoneſty, Injuſtice, 
filthy Lewdnef;, Wantonneſs, Intemperance, Luxury and 
* other groſs Pollutions of the World, they are burdened (ac- 
© cording to the true Method of Calumniation) with Matter 
© of Suſpicion or evil Surmiſe, as Hypocriſy, Self-conceited- 
* neſs, Fancicalneſs and ſecret Pride, Things moſtly belong- 
© ing to the hidden Man of the Heart; or with ſpiritual 
6 Wickedneſs, as Envy, Malice, Bitterneſs, Vain-glory, Am- 
* bition, Self-admiration and Contempt of others, Things of 
more cloſe and covert Nature, and as not eaſily proved, ſo 
not eaſily diſproved where they are objected ; or with the 
© ambiguous Charge of Schiſm, Faction, Turbulency, Singu- 
© larity, Peeviſhneſs, Perverſneſs, Obſtinacy ; which oppo- 
* lite Parties are continually caſting upon each other ; Faults 
© and Duties, Vertues and Vices happening to be called by 
© theſe Names. And in this Method of Accuſation, the In- 
* nocent are ſooner injured than cleared, and Slanderers do 
© their Work, for the Reproaches are boldly caſt abroad, and 
ſomething ſticks, 
But notwithſtanding all the Obloquy and Calumny, the 


© whole World may be challenged to produce an Inſtance of 
8 2 , * 
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any Sort or Sect of Men, that have exceeded or equaled the 
ſerious Profeſſors of the true Chriſtianity in Things honeſt 


and juſt, and comely, and uſeful, and praiſe-worthy. It 


muſt not be expected, but that during their imperfect State 
Obliquities and Aberrations will be found more or leſs ig 
them, as they are more or leſs remote from Perfection. But 
if true Honeſty and Vertue be a Reality and not an empty 
Name, ard it it be not periſhed out of the World, it exiſts 
and reſides in them. | | 
< Howbeit in this Way there are inevitable Occaſions of 
ſtumbling, not given but taken, and ſuch fall thereat, as 


do err in their Hearts, and have not known God's Ways. The 


Practice of true Picty lying out of the common Road, is 
misjudg'd as a kind of humorous Singularity. hes 34 
< To ſpeak feelingly of divine Things, ſeems Folly or meer 
Fancy to them, who have no Knowledge or Taſte thereof 
in themſclves. | | | | 

Jo expreſs with Zeal or Vigour ſuch Things as ſeem to 
ochers 1acredible, tho? they be moſt true and excellent, is 
taken for Madneſs. es ge „ 
© Tenderneſs of Conſcience, StriQtneſs of Life, Feryour of 
Devotion, Mortification and Heavenly-mindedneſs, is by 
Senſualiſts, Formaliſts, and carnal Politicians, judging by 
their own Meaſure, taken forHypocriſy, deſigning the Ap- 
plauſe of Men, or ſome Eminency and Advancement in a 
Party, or ſome other Self-Intereſt, = 8 
A pious Regard to the leſſer as well as the greater Com- 
mands of the Law, and a Dread of deſpiſing the leaſt Com- 


© mandment, is commonly eſteemed Peeviſhneſs and needleſs 


6 Preciſenels. 
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To diſtinguiſh between the holy and profane, the zealous 
and lukewarm, the carnal and ſpiritual in the viſible Church, 
and to judge of both Sorts as they are, is a great Offence td 
the World,for which the Religious are thought to be Proud, 
Po iſters, Deſpiſers of others, Uncharitable, Cenforious ; 
and Formaliſts are magnified againſt them for their large 
Charity towards all, which is indeed no Charity, but Iadit- 
ferency in Religion, not feldom accompanied with Bittet- 
neſs towards the Godly. _ 3 f 

Jo ſpeak as the Scripture doth of a peculiar People, and 
as Chriſt himſelf, of the ſewneſs of God's choſen among 
the many outwardly called, is accounted the confining of 
FREY: n | '* Coglines 
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« Godlineſs to a Party, and the fancying of themſelves to be 
the only People of God. Now ſuch Arrogance is juſtly 
« charged on thoſe that place Religion in narrow Opinions, 
and Platforms, and Methods of their own chooſing, and 
judge of all Men as they are nearer or farther from them: 
yet nothing is ſurer than that God hath @ peculiar People, 
who are comparatively a ſmall Number diſtinguiſhed from 
© the World by his own Mark, which is no other than his 
« own Image in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 

To diſcern a laborious, lively, faithful Miniſtry from that 
© which is lazy, lifeleſs and deceitful, and to regard the one 
© and the other accordingly, to note the ignorant, fooliſh, 
« profane and ſcandalous of that Function, to contemn @ vile 
« Perſon, and to honour them that fear the Lord, to take Notice 
of the Serpentine Seed, and to turn away from ſuch, to 
© abhor Impiety, and to have no Fellowſhip with the Wicked 
in their evil Deeds, provokes an evil Generation that are 
© hereby reproved & judged ; and they raiſe anOutcry againſt 
© theGodly as factious, unſociable, Deſpiſers of Government, 
© Makers of Parties, and Enemies to Peace. | | 

To examine the Doctrines, Precepts, Traditions, and 
* Cuſtoms of Men by God's Word, to uſe all juſt Means to 
© diſcern his Will, and to chooſe to obey God rather than 
Men, when their Commands are contrary to his, is reviled 
for proud Perverſeneſs, Contempt of ancient Cuſtoms, and 
c 2 Authority of Superiours, Diſobedience to Kings and 
* LAWS. 

To be zealous for God's Honour, and the Purity of Re- 
* ligion, to be earneſt and active in ſtopping the Courſe of 
Sin, and promoting Piety and the Means of Salvation, and 
to be concerned for God's Intereſt in the World more than 
the common Sort are, make the Religious to ſeem prag- 
matical, turbulent, and unpeaceable. 

Not to run into the common Exceſs of Riot, nor to 
comply with mad Mirth and Jollity, offenſive Gallantry, 
or any Extravagancy that is in Faſhion, is accounted Stoical 
Superciliouſneſs and Moroſity. 

« Stritneſs of Profeſſion, Seriouſneſs and neceſſary Pre- 
ciſeneſs of Canyerſation ſeems to many to be the ſame Thing 
with Phariſeiſm, wherewith the moſt conſcientious are 
commonly moſt reproached, and ſo the hateful Name of 
Chriſt's worſt Enemies is caſt, upon his true and faithful 


Followers. * Wherefore 
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© Wherefore it is worth the while to note ws and what 
c they were. It is evident from the Goſpel-Hiſtory, that 
« the Phariſees were a ſtrict Sect, and i in great Reputation fax 
c « ſeeming Holineſs, no Separatiſts {rom the 7ew:h Church, 
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but of chiefeſt Sway therein, and of great Eſteem among 
the Rulers. They little cared for the ordering and Go- 
vernment of the Heart, and placed Perfection in optward 
Works, and in Rituals more than Morals, and chiefly i in 
the Ceremonies of their own deviſing, and the Traditions 
of the Elders, and in Zeal for the Corban or the Church's 
Treaſure, and to theſe Rr Th made the el Pe 
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ſeen of Men. They would be counted Rabbies, A own'd 
for abſolute teaching Maſters and Leaders of the People, 
and would have all ſubject to their Dictates. And they 
were Maligners and Oppoſers of the Power of Godlindis, 
and Perſecutors of the true Iſraelites to maintain their own 
Inſtitutes and Intereſt. Now for our Part we. have no 
need, nor Mind to vindicate the true Off. ſpring of fuch 
Forefathers. It concerns all Chriſtians, | as Chrift warn'd 
the Diſciples to beware of this Leaven. But the Truth is, 
ſomething of Phariſeiſm may be found among ſome of all 
Parties, as Self-confidence,' Vain-glory, Self-praiſe, Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, Arrogance, Partiality, perverſeneſs of Con- 
ſcience, or ſtraining at Gnats and ſwallowing of Camels, 


And peradventure, thoſe that moſt object it to others, may 


be moſt deeply infected with it themſelves ; but however, 
it concerns all forts to beware of it, and do as much as is 
poſſible to purge it out from among them, and every Chri- 
ſtian ſhould ſtrive to keep himſelf "from any Smatch of it, 
ſeeing it was fo unſavoury to Chriſt. 

It is thus very diſcernable from the manifold Mifappre- 
henſions of the Way it ſelf, how Godlineſs falls under the 
hard Thoughts and Speeches of the miſtaken World. But 
IViſdom is juſtified of her Children. And if Godlineſs it ſelf 
by Miſapprehenſion become a Rock of Offence, no won- 
der the World is ſcandalized at the Hypocriſy of falſe Pre- 
tenders, and at the real Faults and Weakneſs of ſincere Pro- 
feſſors. But Chriſt hatk ſaid, Bleed is be that is not * 


in me. Un- 
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© Undoubtedly the making of an higher Profeſſion doth not 
« exerapt any from a juſt Conviction and Reproof. Thæt 
« Hypocrites ſhould be detected, and the ſcandalous Faults 
« even of ſincere Chriſtians noted, is the Intereſt of true 
« Piety. And Charity both towards them that give Offence, 
and towards them that take it to their Hurt, requirethſuch 
«© Diſcovery. The Godly lay to Heart no Evils more, than 
the Scandals of Profeſſors ; and they know they are-moſt 
concerned to take heed, 4% any Root of Bitterneſs bearing 
& Gall or Mormmuood ſhould ſpring up among them. And thoſe 
that fin before all, their Difcipline is to rebuke before all; 
that others may fear. But the great Miſchief is, that ſome 
« ſo ſſ eak and write of Hypocrites and Offences, as to re- 
£ proach Godlineſs it ſelf, and bring the Profeſſion of it into 
© Diſgrace. s | * | 

When they take Notice of any Thing amiſs in Men pro- 
« feflitig Godlineſs, whether the Matter of Fact be true or 
« falſe, or the Scandal be in Reality or Appearance only, 
they preſently ſay theſe are your Profeſſors, they are all 
© ſuch, and the whole Pack affurds no better. a 

« The real or ſeeming Hypocriſy, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Un- 
* righteouſneſs, Unchatitableneſs, Selfiſhneſs of ſome is caſt 
upon all, | 

« Fromm ſome Inſtances of Aberration they argue againſt a 
« godly Tenor of Converſation, and deny Sincerity where 
© they ſee a falling ſhort of Perfection, | 

They diſparage a ſerious and circumſpect Courſe of Life, 
by pretendivg it may be but a meer Guiſe or Shew, there 
may be lurking Vices, and they who have ſcaped groſs Sen- 
© ſuality may be guilty of ſpiritual Sins, as Pride and Envy; 
© and fo they ground their Detraction upon Suppoſitions and 
* durmiſes. of what may be, tho' not appearing. 

They inveigh againſt Hypocriſy in that Manner, which 
© hardens the Vicious in their Debauchery ; and they incou- 
rage Libertines in Idleneſs and exceſs of Vanity, by telling 
them, that the Preciſians may do worſe. 

© Thoſe godly Exerciſes that lie out of the common Road 
© (as to inſtance in holy Conference) they bring into Con- 
© tempt, by obſecting an unſeaſonable and prepoſterous Uſe 
© thereof, or the Impertineney and Weakneſs of ſome therein. 

They cenſure inordinate Tranfports of Zeal, & Whim- 
* ſies in Religion more bitterly than Lewdneſſes, Outrages, 
* groſs Impieties, and daring Wickedneſs of diſſolute Perſons, 


144 
« They will burden the ſober- minded, that are zealous for 
« their God, with the inexcuſable Madneſs of ſome intempe- 
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rate-Zealots. | | 4.8 

© The Failings of the Religious they aggravate above Mea- 
ſure; and particularly ſome paſſionate Diſorders, 'that are 
commonly complexional, and have lefs of the Will, and 


conſequently of ſinful Malignity in them, than many Sing 
that make leſſer Noiſe, and raiſe leſs Clamour : and they 


magnify the Eveneſs, Moderation, Mildneſs and other Hu- 
manities of looſe or lukewarm Perſons for the true Chriſtian 


Spirit. 


They upbraid the Godly with their ſolemn Confeſſion: 
and Aggravations of Sin before the Lord, and with their 
Acknowledgment and bewailing of ſuch Scandal before the 
World, as have been given by ſome among them ; as alſo 
with their publick Teſtimonies againſt Errers and Corrup- 
tions, that have riſen in their Times ; and fo they reproach 
them for their Humility, Sincerity, and Impartiality in 
abaſing themſelves and giving Glory to God, and condemn- 
ing Sin where-ever they find it. | 
© They ſcoff at thoſe that ſpeak of Communion with God, 
fpiritual Experiences, Deſertions, and the like Matters; 
and uſe in Scorn ſcriptural Words and Phraſes, and other 
holy Expreffions uſed by the Religious; and profane the 
Terms of Holy, Gedly, Saint, Sandified, by the Uſe thereof 
in ſcandalous Ironies, and ſo they make Sport for profane 
Men, and harden them in their 8 14 | 
They would render holy Things contemptible by nothing, 
ſome little Overſight and Indecencies (moſtly involuntary) 
in thoſe that perform the ſame,as perhaps in the Preacher's 
Tone or Geſture. | | | 
© And to ſay the Truth, it is one of the eaſieſt Things in 
the World for licentious Wits to play upon the moſt ſerious 
and ſacred Things, and to make the moſt acceptable Ser- 
vice of God and his choiceſt Servants, ſeem ridiculous, 
Theſe are ſome of the many vile and wretched Ways of 
diſgracing true Religion : And I will add one more, to wit, 
that Madneſs of Oppoſition, on what Side foever it be, 
which to make a different Party odious, will not fear to 
expoſe Godlineſs it ſelf to the Contempt and corn of them 
that ſcorn all religious Parties. 

To be finiſhed in our next, 
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Page 137 line 10 from the bottom, Tread --- perpetual : In 
144. line 15 & 16 from the bottom, read ---by noting 


ſome little Overſights. 


Mr. Cok BET of the Enmity of the World againſiGedlineſs, 
finiſhed. 


Urely it is a fearful Thing to be a Hater, Reviler, and 
* Scorner of Perſons, and Things dear toGod,and pre- 
9 «© cious in his Sight: What is it t provoke the Lord to 


© ealouſy, if this be not? Wherefore he doth no ill Service 


© that detects this perilous Folly : And Men would eaſily 
* ſhun ſuch Miſtake and Prejudice, as makes them misjudge 
© and condemn the piaus, if they would but deal fairly, and 
* exerciſe the ſame Equity and Gander towards them, which 
is due to all Sorts, and which towards themſelves all do 
* juſtly challenge. | 
But Godlineſs will be ſtill Godlineſs, let preſumptugus 
* Wits employ their Tongues and Pens to transform it into 
never ſo ugly Shapes. Invectives, Sarcaſms, odious and ridi- 
culous Tales and Stories, ſcenial Repreſentations and Diſ- 
* guiſes will not confound it, nor ſink its Authority and Re- 
* putation, On the other Hand the faireſt Coverings, and 
© beſt contrived Apologies, the moſt notable & advantageous 
Policies, will not make corrupt Things ſavoury, nor inſipid 
* Things reliſhable, nor little empty Things great & weighty, 
nor uphold the Eſtimation of a degenerate, carnal, outſide, 


' lifeleſs State of Religion, where better Things are known. 
T « The 
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© The Wit of Man may adorn or palliate any Folly, aud 
deform true Wiſdom : but in a lucid Region, whereKnoy. 
ledge is diffuſed, Wiſdom will ſhew it ſelf, and tie Folly 
of Fools cannot be hid. 
© But let the religious know, that it behoves them to take 
Care that they ſuffer not ſo many Things in vain ; for theſe 
Indignities may do them more good, than the vain Applauſe 
of Men : If their Enemies give them Advantage (as indeed 
they do) for the learning of more Miſdem, Sobriety, and 
Circumſpection, let them receive it; it is pity they ſhould 
not make the moſt of ſuch harſh Inſtructions. What man- 
ner of Perſons ſnould they be in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs, that as much as in them lies, there might not 
be that Mae to the Morld becauſe of Offences ; and that with 
well doing, they might put to filence the Ignorance of 
fooliſh Men. More eſpecially they ſhould do their utter- 
moſt to ſhun even' the Appearance of the Sins more pecu- 
liarly charged upon them, as Hypocriſy, Pride, Wildneſs if 
Fancy, affected Singularity, and Self- Flattery ; and to be 
adorned with a conſpicuous Sincerity, Humility, and Charih. 
© And whatſoever contumely they endure, let them by no 
Means retaliate in the ſame Kind; remembring their bleſ- 
fed Lord, who being reviled, reviled not again, but commit- 
ted himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. Whicketne( 
cometh from the wicked: Scurrikty, Petulancy, Bitternels 
and all intemperate Language, is more agreeable to ther 
Adverſaries, than to them: And it is obſerved, that the 
ſtinging of witty Szrcaſms, biting Jears and Scoffs, and 
railing Words againſt a Party, do vex and gall more than 
hurt or break them ; and provoke, but not convince them; 
and ſerve indeed to feed a Humour, and make Sport, and 
ds ſome preſent Feat, but do not carry the main Cauſe, or 
prevail in the End, but turn rather to the Damage and Ble- 
miſh of thoſe, for whoſe Service they were deſigned.” 
Agreable to theſe Obſervations of Mr. Corbet; wrote the 
Rev. and famous Mr. BaxTER in 1689, in a Treatiſe of his 
intitled Cain and Abel : Malignity, that is, Enmity to ſeri 
Godlineſs Lamented, &c.--- And his Words are theſe- 
It was written by one who can remember, at leaft ſince 
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* 1627, that the ſerious Practice of Godlineſs was the | 
com non Scora of the vulgar Rabble; and he that did but 


* read the Scripture, and Books of Picty, and pray AT * 
muy, 
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« mily, and catechize Children or Servants, to hear a Sermon 
« at the next Pariſh Church from a godly Cenformiſt, when 
« he had none at Home; yea that did but ſeriouſly talk of 
« Chrift or Scripture, or the Life to come, or Preparation for 
« Death and Judgment, went under the Name of a Puritan, 
« which was a Reproach in theMouth of Drunkards, Swear- 
« ers, Fornicators, and all the ſenſual, worldly Sort, both high 


and low. And that conformable Miniſters (yea and Gen- 


« tiemen) that were but ſeriouſly religious, no more ſcap'd 


« this Scorn than Non-conformiſts (who were then ſo few, 
© that they were in moſt Places unknown.) He ſadly re- 


© membreth how greatly this malignant Rabble trĩumpbed in 
the Biſhops Viſitation Articles, and in the Preaching and 
Talk of many Prieſts, who ſharpened their Sermons with 
© Invectives againſt Puritans as dangerousHypocrites, though 
they had not a Nonconformiſt within many Miles. He 
© heard the godly, conformable Miniſters lament, that the 
© Biſhops and eccleſiaſtical Courts by their Jealouſy and heat 
* againſt the Nonconformable Puritans, became the Strength 
* and Encouragement of this malignant vicious Rabble ; and 
* that the young worldly Miniſters took it for the Way to 
© Preferment, to preach againſt Puritans, while they treated 
© the Multitude of profane prayerleſs Families that had no 
* ſavour of ſerious Religion, as their good & peaceableFlocks. 
© He lived to ſee the godly learned Conformiſts, ſo grieved for 
this, that they long'd for aReformation ; and manyConfor- 
© miſts (as Biſhop Robert Abbot; Biſhop Downame, and divers 
* others publiſhed theirReproof and Lamentation for it:) And 
good Robert Bolton (in his Directions for walking zuith Go 
thinks e that ſince Malice entered into the Heart of Man, 
there was never a Word toſſed with more Malice in the 
% Mouths of Drunkards and prophane Men, than the Word 
* [Puritan.]” Hundreds and Thouſands of theſe wicked 
© dcorners o Religion, were either admitted (or driven) to 
* the Sacrament, or lived quietly in great Pariſhes while 
* they deſpiſed it, while theſe poor Puritans were ſtrictly hunted 
after | And if they faſted and prayed with a dying or fick 
Friend, without getting a Licence for it from the Biſhop, 
* the Church-Warden muſt enter them into theirInquiſition, 
or be forſworn --<- << | : 

I tell you now what I mean by malignant Enmity to Gea- 
Ah,; via. ä 338 ; ; 
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When the blindneſs & ungodlineſs of corrupted Nature, 
increaſed by Practiee into ſerpentine Enmity, and turned 
Mens Hearts by Unbelief and Diſaffection from God and 
Heaven, doth poſſeſs them with a deepDiſlike of a holy, hea- 
venly & ſpiritual Life; firſt as to their own Practices, and 


then as it is in others; & becauſe it is againſt their worldly 


Hopes and fleſhly Luſts, they hate it and reject it themſelves, 
and then hate and maliciouſly oppoſe it in others ; yea tho' 
Law, Cuſtom, and worldly Intereſt draw them formally to 
profeſs Chriſtianity and Obedience to God's Laws, and to 
vow that in Baptiſm, they hate the ſerious Performance of 


their own Profeſſion andVows ; and would be glad to drive 


it out of the World, and to ſet upHypocriſy and Ceremony, 
or a Stage Religion and Mummery, or the toothleſs Mats 
and Formalities in its Stead : And if Cuſtom or Shame hin- 
der them from perſecuting or ſcorning Truth andGodlineſs 
in its proper Name, they will ſhew their Mind by theſe 
Things following. | 

© 1. They will ſet up ſome worldly, fleſhly Intereſt (like 
the Papal Kingdom) which is contrary to the Chriſtian and 
holy Intereſt ; and then they will perſecute Chriſtians not 
as Chriſtians, nor as godly in Name, but as ſuch indeed by 
pleading Conſcience and Obedience to God, againſt their 
inconſiſtent Intereſt and Ways. 


2. Among all that are againſt their carnal, falſe Intereſt, 


they will cull out the more ſerious godly Perſons to afflict. 
03. Among all the Faithful, they will cull out thoſe who 
do Chriſt more Service in the World; becauſe Chriſt'sSer- 
vice is it that is their Diſſervice, and oppoſite to their Sin. 
© 4. They will make a Scorn of their very religiousDuties, 
and take up mimical Deriſions, to make them ridiculous 
or contemptible. 

* 5. When they can charge them with no Crimes, they 
will purpoſely make Nets to catch them, as the Enemies of 


Daniel did by him, Dan. 6. And as the Spider makes her 


curious Webs to catch and kill the Flies. 
6. Yea they will make Faults by Slander and Lies, if not 


by Perjuries, if they can find none, 
7. Yea their Virtue, Piety and Innoceney ſhall be all 
called Hypocriſy ; and when they cannot accuſe their Ac- | 


tions, they will accuſe their Hearts and ſecret Thoughts, 


and judge them as if they had a Caſement into their Breaſts. 


« 8, Yea 
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8. Vea if their Innocency cannot be ſo ſtained, they will 


hate them ſo much the more, becauſe they cannot tread 
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down their Reputation. 
© 9. They will ſearch after, and aggravate all the Failings 
of religious People, and turn them into Crimes. 

« 10. If any one of them, or anHypocrite that's like them, 
be guilty of any notable Fall, they will perſwade Men that 
all the reſt of their Lives is like that Crime ; yea and that 
all that profeſs much ſeriouſneſs in Godlineſs, are as bad as 
they; that all the reſt of the Life of Noah, Lot, David, So- 
lamon, &c. were as bad as the criminal Part; and that all 
the Servants of Chriſt are Peter's, or Fudas's. 

< 11. That it is not their Sins, but their Piety which they 
hate, you will ſee in that they live in far greater Sins them- 
ſelves, and take it to be no great Harm, but hate thoſe that 
reprove them. , 

« 12. And they make light of the commonCrimes of others. 
They can bear with anAtheiſt,anInfidel, a Drunkard,a pro- 
phane Swearer, a Derider of Godlineſs, yea a Perſecutor, a 
Fornicator, a Man of no Religion, if he will but be for 
them, and ſerve their Intereſt,and will not ſcruple Commu- 
nion with ſuch: But Men never ſo ſober, juſt and godly, 
that croſs their Wills and carnal Ways, they cannot endure : 
And if they be ſuch Clergy-men, as the World hath too 
many, ſuch ſerious godly Men, for diſliking their Ungodli- 
neſs, are made the common Objects of their Pulpit and diſ- 
courſing Scorn or Accuſations, and perhaps are excommu- 
nicate þ/o facto, for diſſenting from their Opinions or Wills. 
« 13. Such uſually in former Ages have been the chief In- 
ſtigators of Princes and Rulers, to hate Men of ſerious Re- 
ligion, and to ſtir up Perſecution againſt them, and to ren- 
der ſuch odious to the World as Hereticks or intolerable Vil- 
lains. O what Difference is there between the trueNarra- 
tives of the Lives of Luther, Calvin, Beza, and abundance ' 
ſuch, and the odious Lies and Defamations written of them 
by ſome others. Yea, thoſe who commend Melancthon, 
Bucer, and many ſuch for Learning and Moderation, hate 
their Doctrine of Reformation and ſerious Piety. 

© 14. And you may note, that in any ſlander of a godly Man, 
they will ſooner believe one or two ignorant malicious Drun- 
kards againſt them, that never knew them, than the Teſti- 
monies of Hundreds of moſt faithful Perſons who praiſe and 
vindicate them, though they better know them, 15. 
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15. They ſeldom give the accuſed Leave to ſpeak for 
© themſelyes before they believe Accuſations againſt them; 
© but conclude that they are as bad as backbiting Malice re- 
< porteth them behind their Backs. | 

© 16. They are glad to hear of any Infamy of religious 
« Perſons,andloth to hear them praiſed withoutContradiCtion ; | 
c and are glad to hear of any Suffering which befalls them. 

© 17. If there be any publick Differences in a Church, 
City or Land, they are uſually againſt that Side, which moſt 
© favoureth ſerious Godlineſs, be they who they will. If the 
King, Parliament, Biſhops will be for thePerſons and Ways 
of Soberneſs, Juſtice and ſerious Godlineſs, they would be 
on the other Side. And they will cry up any that will cry 

them down, or would oppreſs them. | 

© 18. Laſtly, The Quality of the Enemies may help with 
the reſt to tell what it is that they are againſt : When it is 
the Generality of the Wordlings, proud, ambitious Men, 
ſenſual Drunkards, Gluttons, Fornicators, Profane & Irreligi- 
ous, who hate Godlineſs ſo far, as to drive it from themſelves 
and Families, and rather venture on Hell Fire, than be truly 
godly; it's eaſy to know what theſe hate in others. 
have told you who I mean by malignant Enemies of 

Godlineſs, that the Miſtakers and Slanderers of my Words 

may have no Excuſe. Could we now but prevail againſt 

this Cainiſm, or Deviliſm, it would do much to recover 
the Peace of many Nations of the Earth : But Chriſt hath 
told us, that Enmity between the Seed of the Woman and 

Serpent, of which Cain and hel were the fir{tSpecimen ſince 

the Fall, will never ceaſe till Chriſt come, as terribly deſ- 

cribed, 2 Thef.1.6,10,11,12, and Math. 25. 

The following Account is communicated to us from the 
Rev. Dr. Cop Max, concerning ſome religious Affairs among 
the Indians at Houſfatonncc. | | 

Sir, Boſton, May 20. 1743. 
A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Sargeant of Stockbridge, here- 
tofore called Houſſalonnoc, paſſing through my Hands ta 

the Rev. Mr. Iſaac Hollis, a pious Baptiſt Minifler near 
Landon; who has of late Years been at a pious and generous 
Expence for the clothing, boarding and Inſtruction of a Num- 
ber of Indian Boys ; I have with Pleaſure tranſcribed ſaid 
Letter for a Place in the Chriſtian Hiſtory, if it may be lawfut 
thus 
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chus to publiſh it without Mr. Sargeam s Knowledge and 
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Conſent, or that of the Rev. Mr. Hollis. | 
SE Feat. B. Conas. 
| To the Rev. Mr. Iſaac Hollis. | 
Rev. Sir, Stockbridge, April 7. 1743 
0 you have in the preceeding Pages a particular ' Account 
c of the laying out of your Money in Maintenance of your 
Boys. It has been under D:/advantage in many Reſpedcts, 
and particularly for want of a Houſe and the conſtant At- 
tendance of a Maſter with them together. Your Expente 
indeed has been great and generous, but not without con- 
ſiderable Fruit, tho' to ſome not fo happy as we could have 
wiſh'd. I have conducted my ſelf with all the Care and 
conſcientious Concern to anſwer the End, that I could; 
and have indeed (I think) been more frugal of the Money 
than if it had been my own. | 
Tuo out of your F Number died ſome Time in the ſecom 
Year, after we began with them ; and three or four more 
of them, who were almoſt grown up when they were taken 
into the Number, could not be prevail'd with to keep from 
marrying, Within about three Years from the Time they 
began; after which I thought it proper to withhold your 
Bounty from them : And after the reſt were ſent abroad, 
during thoſe /ntervals they were at home, I withheld their 
Maintenance, as looking upon it a needleſs Expence ; nor 
preſumed to fill up Vacancies till we ſhould ſee the Succeſs 
of your Bounty on thoſe we began with; which is the 
Reaſon your Money has ſpent no fafter of late, and that there 
is ſtill /o much left in my Hands: ; 
By my former Accounts you apprehend the Difficulties 
we laboured under in the beginning of my coming among 
them, by Reaſon of the Jealauſies and Suſpicions the Indians 
entertain'd of us and of our Deſigns : And becauſe of thefe 
Jealouſies, and being ſuch utter Strangers to the Reftraints 
of Government and proper Diſcipline; and their great Auer- 
« fron to ſuch Reftraints, looking upon them as Infqyngements 
© of their Liberties; we wereforc'd in Compliance with their 
* Weakneſs and filly Prejudices to deal only in the gentle Me- 
© thods of Perſuaſion, and to overlook many Things that were 
« ſufficiently ungrateful and diſingenuous. | | 
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I took the Boys into my own Houſe and under my own 


< Care for a conſiderable Part of the fir/t Year ; but found 


the Taſk too great a Burden with the other Buſineſs that 
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School among his 


lay on my Hands: Beſides, it was almoſt impoſſible, as 
Things were then circumſtanced to get a Houſe-keeper to 
take Care of ſo large and di cult a Family: And being withal 
fully perſuaded it would be better for them, and far more 
likely to anſwer the general Intention, I perſuaded them to 
go abroad into Engliſb Families; which Method J have con- 
tinued ever ſince as much as I Huld, and by this Meant tis 


evident they gain'd the Knowledge of the Engliſh Tongue 


much faſter, and made /wifter Progreſs in their Learning 
by far, than they could do here, where there were ſo many 
Avocations and Temptations to [dleneſs ; while alſo we 
dare not venture to uſe much Authority over them. 

© By Means of your Bounty we have been able to do more, 
in this Way of expending it, towards cultivating Humani- 
ty, introducing the Engl; Tongue and Manners, increaf- 
ing their Knowledge, and laying the Foundation of a virtu- 


ous and pious Life, in thoſe whom Divine Grace has or ſhall 


prepare for it, than we could have done in all human Pro- 


bability in twice the Number of Years. Sundry of them 
have arriv'd at conſiderable Degrees of Knowledge ; ſeveral 
appear v:rtuouſly diſpoſed, and ſome to be affected with a 


divine Senſe and Reliſh of Things. 

One in particular, on whom I have chiefly had my Eye, 
and have in a ſpecial Manner ſaueur d, has made extraordt- 
nary Progreſs in his Learning, and appears a virtuous pious 
young Man; and has been ſingularly ſerviceable to me in 
aſſiſting me in my Tranſlations, Expoſitions and Applicati- 
ons of the Scripture 3 and has been very helpful, eſpecially 
among the young People in a general 7e#grous Concern that 
has of late prevailed among them ; and been a great Pro- 


- moter of a religious Mecting held among tliem every Lord's 


Day Evening, for repeating what they hear in the Day, and 
praying and ſinging. And he is well qualify'd to teach 
8 and after a few Years 
more will probably be fit to be a Preacher of the Goſpel 
among them. He has liv'd conſiderably with me, and is 
now lately improv'd as an Interpreter for a young Man now 
preaching to a Number of Indians not far diſtant from us. 


To be finiſhed in our next. 
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c T or three others of them have been and are ſervi; 
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« ceable in improving the reſt of the Indians in 

© Knowledge & Vertue. I entertain ſome Tho'ts 
© of One's being ſent as a Miſſionary among his Countrymen 
© to preach the Goſpel to them; two others of the youn 
© ones promiſe very fair to prove 8 and uſeful, 
« [deſign to take one of them into my Houſe, and ſpend 
© what Meine of your's I have yet in my Hands upon him, 
till I receive further Orders from You. ED 

A continued Series of unweatiedneſs Kindneſs to the 
© Indians has (I think) at length intirely overcome their Jea- 
louſies and Suſpicions; and an almoſt wwverſal Diſpoſition 
to receive Inſtruction ſeems to prevail among them in theſe 
parts: I pray GOD increaſe it; and of late a Refpr- 
nation is very viſible among us. Alſo, a Moravian 
AHiſionary, not far from hence, has to Appearance had 
* wonderful 2 among a Number. | 
* Sir, I have lately propeſee, what has been for many 

© Yearsin my Mind, a Delign to ſet up 4 free bearding- 
* School in this Place, for the Education of Indian Children ; 
in which I propoſe that they ſhall be bro't up to Labour as 
well as Learning, and the Exerciſes of Devotion; with 
* which Propoſal the Indians now ſeem to be mightily 
talen; being ſenſible of their Folly in having been formerly 
* fo backward to improve the Advantages put into their 


Hands. Whither * will ſo ſmile on the Deſign, 
| hou 
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cas to make it take Effect, I know not; but am full of 

Faith in the Matter; and doubt not but we ſhall have 

« your Prayers, if not your. Aſſiſtance, altho* you have al- 

< ready been at ſo generous an Eæpence for us; which has 

prepared the Way for this Deſign; for which the 
Indians ſeem'd not diſpos'd till now. But I can think of 
no better Method, in a natural Way, to change the 
 Tuhole State of the Indians in America; and to prepare 
'em for an effectual Reception of Chriſtianity, to change 
their Habit of J/7ildneſs, and ſpread the Knowledge of 
CHRIST thro? all their Tribes The Diſpoſition to theſe 
Things ſeems more and more to prevail, and ſpread among 
them: May Almighty Power effect the merciful Purpo- 
ſes of ſovereign: Grace among them. 
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Sir, As to your making any Allowance to ze, for my 
Care and Trouble, of which you ſpeak in your very obliging 
Letter to me; I neither a/# nor deſire it; and beg of you 
not to think of it; for I ſhould indeed be aſhamed to ac- 
cept any Thing elſe of you (tho* my ſtated Allowance is 
not large) but your Interreſſions at the Throne of Grace 
for me, of which I ſtand in great need. We can never 
be thankful eno* to you, under GOD, for having put it 
in our Power to do ſo much to promote our general De- 
ſign. Thro' your Liberalities, Thankſgivings abound to 
GOD ; who ] am ſure will reward your Charity; and! 
doubt not but Generations to come will bleſs your Name; 
and you will find your Reward in Eternity. ------- 
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I beg the Favour of your Correſpondence, and a con- 
< tinual Intereſt in your Prayers for Me, and the poor 
© People, for whoſe Salvation J have the Honour and Hap- 
« pineſs to be imployed ; and aſſure your Self that I am 
© both on my own Account, and on the Behalf of the 
* Indians, 

Sir 


; Your moſt affectionate and obliged 
Friend and Servant, 


John Sargean. 
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An Account of Abe late, &c. 185 


* 


At the Deſine e ſeveral of our Cuſtomers,we propoſe to inſert 


in this and the following Numbers. The TE$TIMony and 
ApviCE of the late venerable ASSEMBLY of MINIST ERS, 
net at Boſton on Thur ſday July 7th Currant. And as an 
Introduction thereto have obtained of the Rev. Mr. Prince, 
one of the Scribes of ſaid Aſſembly, the following Account, 


VIZ. 


An Account of the late As8xMBLY of Paſtors &c. 


On Friday May 27 laſt, a Number of Miniſters belong- 
ing both to Bo/tor and divers Towns in the Country, con- 
ferring together and judging that the Honour and Intereſt 
of CHRIST call'd them to makg a general'ISQUIRY into 
the State of Religion in this Land, and with others to bear 
their TESTIMONY to the wondrous Wort of his Power and 
Grace in the late Revival of Religion among us; agreed to 
nnd following INVITATION in one of the News- 

apers, 

Accordingly, in the Bo/ton-Gazette of Tueſday May 31, 
the ſaid INVITATION appeared in the following Terms--- 


„To the Publiſhers of the Boſton Gazette. 
« Some of your Cuſtomers defire- yeu to inſert this in your 
next Paper. | 

It is deſir'd and propoſed by a Number of Minifters both 
in Town and Country, that ſuch of their Brethren as are 
* perſwaded there has of late been a happy REvIVAL of 
© RELIGION, thro* an extraordinary divine Influence, in 
« many Parts 7. this Land, and are concern'd for the Honour 
© and Progreſs of this remarkable Iork 7 GOD, may have 
* an INTERVIEW at Bos Tro, the Day after the approach- 
© ing "Commencement ; To conſider whether they are not 
called to give an open conjunct TES I ο N to an Event 
* ſo ſurprizing and gracious ; as well as again/t thoſe Errors 
in Doctrine and Diſorders in Practice, which thro* the 
* permitted Agency of Satan have attended it, and in any 
* Meaſure blemiſhed it's Glory and hindred its Advance- 
ment: And alſo to conſult the moſt likely Methedi to be 
taken, to guard People againſt ſuch Deluſians & Miſtakes 
© as in ſuch a Seaſon they are in Danger of falling into, 
and that his bleſſed Work may continue and fHauriſb among 
us. ä | 
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But if any Gentlemen who heartily contif in the End 

and Delign of this Propoſal, may be hindred in Providence 
from giving their Preſence at this defign'd InTzR view ; 
« [t is earneſtly defired they would ſend their Ax rs A- 
© TIONS, and communicate their Thoughts ſeaſonably in 
Writing: Tho? at the ſame Time it is hoped, none will 
<« ſuffer ſmall Difficulties to prevent their Attendance on an 
Affair of ſuch Importance to the Intereſt of CHRIST“; 
« Kingdom, both Here and in other Parts of the World.“ 

' Agreable to this Invitation; a conſiderable Number of 
Miniſters met at Boſton on Thurſday July 7. in the Hrn: 
when the Rev. Mr. bite of Glxe/ter open'd the Aﬀſembly 
with Prayer ; They had ſome Diſcourſe ; and then adjourn'd 
(in order to attend the publick Lecture) to half an Hour paſt 
two in the Afternoen. | 


In the Afternoon they met to the Number of ninety, choſe 
Dr. Colman Moderator, Dr. Setuall Aſſiſtant, and Mr. Prince 
and Mr. Hobby, Scribes. But Dr. Colman excuſing himſelf, 
Dr, Sewell acted as Moderator. g 

They then proceeded to read Letters from twenty eigbt 
who were abſent, bearing their Te/?:mony to this remarkable 
Work of GOD in the Land. And after further Inquiries, 
Declarations, Diſcourſes and Debates, a little after eight in 
the Evening, was read, propoſed and put, without any Ob- 
jection, the following VoTE, viz. | 

We Paſtors of Churches in the Provinces of the 
c Afr e & New- Hampſhire in NEw-ENGLAND, 
met at Boſton this 7th Day of Tuly 1743, being per- 
« ſwaded there has of bs been a happy Revival of Religion, 
thro* a remarkable divine Influence in many Parts of this 
Land, and apprehending it our Duty to give an open 
conjunt TESTIMONY, to the Glory of Gop, to an 
Event ſo ſurprizing and gracious, as well as againſt thoſe 
£rrers in Doctrine, and Diſorders in Practice which thro' 
humane Frailties and Corruptions and the permitted Agency 
of Satan have attended it, and in any Meaſure blemiſhed 
its Glory and hindred its Advancement; came to the 
following RESOLUTION, that a COMMITTEE be choſen 
ta conficer the Premiſes and make a Report to Morrow 
Morning at nine of the Clock”, Voted in the aſfirmative 
Generally, 


r e 


And 
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And cholEithe Rex. Dr. Saal, Mr. Mi. Wigth 15, Prince, 
Adams, Cooper, Nathaniel Rogers, Leonard bby, to be 
ſaid COMMIT TEE. 
The Rev. Mr. Moopy. pray'd. 


And they adjaurn'd to meet to Morrow Morning at nine 
of the Clock. 


FayDaY Monxine 

About 10, they met again, to the Number of about 
Seventy. Dr. Sz WALL pray'd : and then preſented the 
Committee's Report : Fi 
Then began again, and read the Intradultiom : 

Then read & ſeverally conſidered the following Paragraphs : 
And after diverſe Amendments, proceeded to SUBSCRIBE. 
VoTED, . That Mr. Prince, Cooper and Gee, be a Com- 
« mittee to take Care of publiſhing the [ſubſcribed TesT1- 
Mod and ADVICE, together with ſuitable Extras from 
the Letters communicated to us.” 

Rev. Mr. BaxtTER return'd Thanks and Pray d. 


And about three in the Afternoon we Diſſolve. 
A true Aﬀount according to the Minutes. 
Tnomas Prince, Scribe. 


The faid RxsuLT 7s as follows -—- 


The Tet tonr and Apvice of ' an Aſſembly of 
Paſtors of Churches in New-England, at a Meeting in 
Boſton July 7. 1743- Occaſion'd by the late happy Re- 
viyal of Religion in many Parts of the Land. To which 
are added, ATTESTATIONS contain'd in Letters from a 
Number of their Brethren who were providentially hinder'd 
from giving their Preſence. 


JF it is the Duty of every one, capable of Obſervation 
and Reflection, to take a conſtant religious Notice of 
* what occurs in the daily Courſe of common Providence ; 
* how much more is it — that thoſe Events in my 
divine CEconomy, wherein there is a fignal Diſplay of 

* the Power, Grace and Mercy of Gob fb in behalf of the 


$ Church, ſhould be obſery'd with facred Wonder, 1 
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ſure and Gratitude ?----- Nor ſhould the Peaple of GON 


content themſelves with a /ilent Notice, but Publiſh with | 


__ 2 of Thankſgiving, and tell of all hit wondrous | 
"x0 1B | | | * 

More particularly, When CHr1sT is pleas'd to come 
into his Church in a plentiful Effuſion of his Holy Spirit, 
by whoſe powerful Influences the Miniſtration of the 
Word is attended with uncommon Succeſs, Salvation- 
Work carried on in an eminent Manner, and his King- 
dom, which is within Men, and conſiſts in Righteouſneſ; 
and Peace and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, is notably advan- 
ced,--- THIS is an Event which above all others invites 
the Notice, and befpeaks the Praiſes of the Lord's People, 
and ſhould be declar'd abroad for a Jemorial of the divine 
Grace ; ----- as it tends to confirm the Divinity of a de- 


ſpiſed Goſpel, and manifeſts the Work of the Holy Spirit 
in the Application of Redemption, which too many are 


ready to reproach ; as it may have a happy Effect, by the 
divine Bleſſing, for the Revival of Religion in other Places, 
and the Enlargement of the Kingdom of CHR1sT in the 
World; ---and as it tends to enliven the Prayers, ſtrengthen 
the Faith, and raiſe the Hopes, of ſüch as are waiting for 
the Kingdom of God, and the coming on of the Glory ot the 


latter Days.---- 


© But if it is juſtly expected of all who profeſs themſelves 
the Diſciples of CHRIS, that they ſhould openly acknow- 
ledge and rejoice in a Work of this Nature, wherein the 
Honour of their divine Maſter is ſo much concerned; How 
much more is it to be look'd for from thoſe who are em- 
ploy'd in the Miniſtry of the LORD FESUS, and fo ſtand 
in a ſpecial Relation to him, as Servants of his Houſhold, 
and Officers in his Kingdom? Theſe ſtand as Watchmen 
upon the Walls of Jeruſalem; and it is their Buſineſs not 
only to give the Alarm of War when the Enemy is ap- 
proaching, but to ſound the Trumpet of Praiſe when tht 


King of Zion cameth, in a meek Triumph, having Salvatim.— 


For theſe and other Reaſons, We, whoſe Names are 
hereunto annexed, Paſtors of Churches in New- England, 
met together in Bo/ton, July 7th 1743, think it our indiſ- 
penſable Duty, ( without judging or cenſuring ſuch oo 
a CS Rogen a - + Rre- 
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Brethreti as cannot at preſent ſee Things in the ſame Livlit 


with us) in this open and conjunct Manner to declare, to 
the Glory of ſovereign Grace, our full Perſwaſion, either 


from what we have ſeen ourſelves, or received upon credi- 
ble Teſtimony, that there has been a happy and remarkable 
Revival of Religion in many Parts of this Land, through an 
uncommon divine Influence ; after a long Time of great De- 
cay and Deadneſs, and a ſenfible and very awful Withdraw 
of the Holy Spirit from his Sanctuary among us. 

< Tho? the Work of Grace wro't on the Hearts of Men 


by the Word and Spirit of GOD, and which has been 


more or Jeſs carried on in the Church from the Begin- 
nihg, is always the ſame for Subſtance, and agrees, at 
one Time and another, in one Place or Perſon and ano- 
ther, as to the main Strokes and Lineaments of it, yet 
the preſent Work appears to be remarkable and extra- 
ordinary, | 

On Account of the Numbers wrought uþon ---= We 
never before faw ſo many brought under Soul-Concern, 
and with Diftrefs making the Inquiry, J/hat muſt we ds to 
be ſaved ?® And theſe Perſons of all Characters and 
Ages. With Regard to the Suddenneſs and guick 
Progreſs of it ----- Ju Perſons and Places were ſur- 
prized with the gracious Viſit together, or near about the 
ſame Time ; and the heavenly Influence diffus'd itſelf far 
and wide like the Light of the Morning. Alſo in Reſpect 
of the Degree of Operation, both in a Way of Terror and 
in a Way of Conſolation ; attended in many with unuſual 
bodily Effetts.--- | 

© Not that all who are accounted the Subjects of the 
prefent Work, have had theſe extraordinary Degrees of 
previous Diſtreſs and ſubſequent Joy. But many, and 
we ſuppoſe the greater Number, have been wrought on in 


a more gentle and filent Way, and without any other 


Appearances than are common and uſual at other Times, 
when Perſons have been awakened to a ſolemn Concern 
about Salvation, and have been thought to have paſs'd out 
of a State of Nature into a State of Grace. 
As to thoſe whoſe inward Concern has occaſioned extra- 
ordinary outward Di/treſſes, the moſt of them when we 
came to converſe with them, were able to give, what 
appcar*d to us, a rational Account” of what ſo affected 
their 


* 
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their Minds ; viz. A quick Senſe of their Guilt, Miſery 
and Danger; and they would often mention the Paſſages 
in the Sermons they heard, or particular Texts of Scrip. 
ture, which were ſet home upon them with ſuch a power. 


ful Impreffion. ---- And as to ſuch whoſe Toys have car. 


ried them into Tranſports and Extaſies, they in like Man- 
ner have accounted for them, from a lively Senſe of the 
r they hop'd they were freed from, and the Hap- 
pineſs they were now poſſeſs'd of; ſuch clear Views of 
divine and heavenly Things, and particularly of the Ex- 
cellencies and Lovelineſs of JESUS ChRIST, and ſuch 
ſweet Taſtes of redeeming Love as they never bad be- 
fore. The Inſtances were very few in which we had 
Reaſon to think theſe Affections were produced by viſſanary 


or ſenſible Repreſentations, or by any other Images than 


ſuch as the Scripture it ſelf preſents unto us. 


© And here we think it not amiſs to declare, that in deal - 
ing with theſe Perſons we have been careful to inform 
them, That the Nature of Converſion does not conſiſt in 
theſe paſſionate Feelings; and to warn them not to look 
upon their State ſafe, becauſe they have paſs'd out of deep 
Diſtreſs into high Joys, unleſs they experience a Renova- 
tion of Nature, follow'd with a Change of Life, and a 
Courſe of vital Holineſs.------- Nor have we gone into ſuch 
an Opinion of the bodily Effects with which this Work has 
been attended in ſome of its Subjects, as to judge them any 
Signs that Perſons who have been ſo affected, were then 
under a ſaving Wort of the Spirit of God. No; We ne- 
ver ſo much as call'd theſe bodily Seizures, Convictionts; or 
ſpake of them as the immediate Work of the * Spirit. 
Vet we do not think them inconſiſtent with a Work of 
God upon the Soul at that very Time; but judge that thoſe 
inward Impreſſions which come from the Spirit of God, 
thoſe Terrors and Conſolations of which he is the Author, 
may, according to the natural Frame and Conſtitution 
which ſome Perſons are of, occaſion ſuch bodily Effects. 
And therefore that thoſe extraordinary outward Symptoms, 
are not an Argument that the Work is deluſive, or fram the 
Influence and Agency of the evil Spirit. 


( To be continued.) 
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The Teſtimony and Advice of the late venerable Aſſembly 
of Miniſters continucd. | 


under the Impreſſions of the preſent Day, we 
© muſt declare there is goodGround to conclude 
© they are become real Chriftians ; the Account they give of 
their Conviction and Confolation agreeing with theStandard 
* ofthe holy Scriptures, correſponding with the Experiences 
© of the Saints, and evidenc'd by the external Fruits of 
« Holinefs in their Lives: fo that they appear to thofe who 
© have the neareſt Acceſs to them, as ſo many Epiſtles of 
* Cirift, written, not with Ink, but by the Spirit of the 
© living God, atteſting to the Genuineneſs of the preſent Ope- 
ration, and repreſenting the Excellency of it. = 
Indeed many who appear'd to be under Convictions, 
and were much alter'd in their externalBehaviour, when this 
Work began, & while it was moſt flouriſhing, have Joſt their 
© Impreffions, and are relaps'd into their former Manner 
© of Liſe : Vet of thoſe who were judg'd hopefully con- 
© verted, and made a publick Profeſſion of Religion, there 
have been fewer Inftances of Scandal and Aþoſtacy than 
might de expected. So that, as far as we. are able to 
form a Judgment, the Face of Religion is lately ehang'd 
much for the better in many of our Towns and Congre- 
gations; and together with'a Reformation obſervable in 
* diverfe "Inſtances, there appears to be more experimental 
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Godlineſs, and lively Chriſtianity, than the moſt of vs can 
remember we have ever ſeen before.---- 5 

Thus we have freely declar'd our Tho'ts as to the Work 
of GOD fo remarkably reviv'd in many Parts of this 
Land. - And now, We deſire to bew the Knee in 
Thankſgiving to the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
that our Eyes have ſeen, and our Ears heard: ſuch 
Things.--- And while theſe are our Sentiments, we muſt 
neceſſarily be grieved at any Accounts ſent abroad, re- 


preſenting this Work as all Enthiſſiaſm, Deluſion and 


Di order. | 
Indeed it is not to be denied that in ſome Placgs many 
Irregularities and Extravagancies have been permitted to 
accompany it, which we would deeply Jament and bewail 
before GOD, and look upon our ſelves oblig'd, for the 
Honour of the HoLy SPIRIT, and of his bleſied Opera- 
tions on the Souls of Men, to bear a publick and faithful 
Teſtimony againſt ; tho? at the ſame Time it is to be ac- 
knowleg'd with much Thankfulneſs, that in other Placer, 
where the Work has greatly flouriſh'd, there have been few 
if any of theſe Diſorders and Exceſſes. But who can 
wonder, if at ſuch a Time as this Satan ſhould. intermingle 
himſelf, to hinder and blemiſh a Work ſo directly contrary 
to the Intereſts of his own Kingdom ?--- Or, if while ſo 
much good Seed is ſowing, the Enemy ſhould be buſy t: 
ow Tares ? ---- We would therefore, in the Bowels f 
Jeſus, beſeech ſuch as have been Partakers of this Work, 
or are zealous to promote it, that they be nat ignorant of 
Satan's Devices ; that they watch and pray againſt Error 
and Miſconduct of every Kind, leſt they blemiſh and 
hinder that which they deſire to honour and advance. — 
Particularly, i | 
© That they do not make ſecret Impulſes on their Minds, 
without a due Regard to the written Mord, the Rule ot 


their Duty: A very dangerous Miſtake which we appre- 


hend ſome in theſe Times have gone into--- That to avoid 
Arminianiſm they do not verge to the oppoſiteSide of 4!:r 
nomianiſm ; while we would have others take good Heed to 
themſelves, leſt they be by ſome led into, or fix'd in, 
Arminian Tenets, under the Pretence of oppoſing. Artinn 
mian Errors.---- That Laymen do not invade the Miniſte- 
rial Office, and under a Pretence of Exhorting ſet up 
| wits Preach; 
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« Preaching 3 which is very contrary to Goſpel Order, 
and tends to introduce Errors and Confuſion into the 
« Church.----- That Mrinifters do not invade the Province 
of others, and in ordinary Caſes preach in another's Pa- 
« riſh without his Knowledge, and againſt his Conſent : 
Nor encourage raw and mdiſcreet young Canchdates, in 
« ruſhing into particular Places, and- preaching publickly 
« or privately, as ſome have done to the no ſmall Diſrepute 
« and Damage of the Wotk in Places where it once pro- 
© mis'd to flouriſh. Tho? at the ſame Time we would 
© have Miniſters ſhew their Regard to the ſpiritual Wel- 
fare of their People, by ſuffering them to partake of 
the Gifts and Graces of able, ſound and zealous Preachers 
« of the Merd, as GOD in his Providence may give Op- 
« portunity therefor : Being perſwaded GOD has in this 
Day remarkably bleſs'd the Labours of /ome of his Ser- 
« vants who have travelled in preaching the Goſpe] of 
© CHRIST.---- That People beware of entertaining Pre- 
© judices againſt their wn Paſtors, and don't run into 
« unſcriptural Separations. ---- That they don't indulge 2 
© diſputatious Spirit, which has been attended with miſ- 
chievous Effects; nor diſcover a Spirit of Cenjeriouſnefs, 
« Uncharitableneſs, and raſh judging the State of otheis : 
© than which ſcarce any Thing has more blemiſhed the 
* Work of GOD amongſt us. ---- And while we would 
© meekly exhort both Miaiſters and Chriſtians, ſo far as is 
* conſiſtent with Truth and Holineſs, to follow the Things 
© that make for Peace; we would moſt carneſtly warn all 
* Sorts of Perſons not to deſpiſe theſe Out-pourings of the 
* Pirit, leſt a holy GOD be provoked to with-hold them, 
and inſtead thereof to pour out upon this People the Vials 
* of his Wrath, in temporal Judgments and ſpiritual 
© Plagues ; and would call upon every one to improve 
© this remarkable Seafon of Grace, and put in for a Share 

* of the heavenly Bleflings ſo liberally diſpenied.----- 

Finally, | 

We exhort the Children of GOD to continue in/tant 
in Prayer, that He, with whom is the Reſidue of the 
Spirit, would grant us freſh, more plentiful and exten- 
* five Effuſions, that ſo this Wilderneſs, in all the Parts of 
© it, may become a fruitful Field : ------ That the preſent 
Appearances may be an Zarne/? cf the glorious Things 
X promis'd 
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« promis'd to the Church in the latter Days; when ſhe 
« ſhall ſhine with the Glory of the LORD ariſen upon her, ſo 

© as to dazzle the Eyes of Beholders, confound and put to 
Shame all her Enemies, rejoyce the Hearts of her ſolici- 
tous and now ſadned Friends, and have a ftrong Influ- 
ence and Reſplendency throughout the Earth.---AMEN ! 
« Even ſo come LORD FESUS ; Come quickly ! 

After ſolemn repeated Prayer, free Inquiry and Debate, 
< and ſerious Deliberation, the above Teſtimony and Advice 
is ſigned by 

[ the following Paſtors of Churches, 
I. In the Province of the Mass AcHUSETTS-BA x. 


County of SUFFOLK. 
| Paſtors of Congregational Churches in * 


$ Benjamin Colman D. D. | 
Toſeph Sewall D. D. To the Sub/lance, Scope and End. 
Thomas Prince A. M. To the Subſtance. 
John Webb A. M. 
William Cooper A. M. 
Thomas Foxcroft A. MI. 
|| Samuel Checkley A. XI. 
Toſhua Gee A. M. 
1 Andrew Eliot A. M. 


Paſtor of a Presbyteri ian Congregation in Boſton. 
John Moorhead, 


James Bayley A. M. of the 2d Church in 1/ymeuth. 
John Fowle A. M. the 2d Church in Hingham. 

. Thomas Balch A. Mf. a Church in Dedham. 
Ileary Meſſinger A. M. the iſt Church in Mrenibam. 
Elias Haven A. M. the 2d Church in Hrentham. 
James. Allin A. M. the Church in Brookline. 

J .Joleph: Baxter A. M. the Church in Meafield. 
' Ezra Carpenter A. M. the Church in Hull. 


A 


* 


" 


County of Esst x. 


Jaw Diman A. M. a Church in Salem, 

To the Subſtance Scope and End. 
Samuel Wiggleſworth A. M. a Church in Ipſwich. 
Nathanael Rogers A. M. the iſt Church in 1p; Wich. 


Simon : Bradftreer A. M. the a Church nad 
ohn 
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John Chipman A. M. a Church in Beverly, 

To the Subſtance Scope and End. i 
Jedidiah Jewet A. M. the 1 Church in Rowley. 
James Chandler A. M. the 2d Church in Rowley. 
Samuel Bacheller A. M. the 3d Church in Hauerbill. 
John White A. M. the 1ſt Church in Glcgfer. 
John Emerſon A. M. the Church in Topsfield, 

To the Scope and Subſtance. 

John Warren A. M. the Church in Venbam. 
Ames Cheever A. M. the Church in Mancheſter. 


County of MippLEsEx. 


| Hull Abbot A. M. the Church in Charl:fown. 

|| Thomas Prentice A. M. the Church in Charltown, 
Daniel Bliſs A. M. the Church in Concord. 
William Hobby A. M. the 1ſt Church in Reading. 
John Cotton A. M. the Church in Newton. 
Toſeph Emerſon A. M. the 1ſt Church in Malden, 

To the Scope and Subſtance. 

|| Ebenezer Turell A. M. the Church in Medford. 
Daniel Emerſon A. M. the 2d Church in Dun/table. 
Phineas Hemmingway A. M. the Church inTownſhend. 


County of WoRCESTER. 


Joſeph Dorr A. M. the iſt Church in Mendon. 
| Ebenezer Parkman A. M. the Church in ſtborough. 
David Goddard A. M. the Church in Lzecefter, 
To the Subſtance. 
Solomon Prentice A. M. the Church in Grafton. 
John Seccomb A. M. the Church in Harvard. 
Nathan Webb A. M. the Church in Uxbridge. 


County of PI YMOUT RH. 


Nathanael Leonard A. M. the iſt Church in Plymouth. 
Jonathan Ellis A. B. the 2d Church in Plymouth. 
Nathanael Eells A. M. the 2d Church in Scituate. 
Samuel Veazie A. M. the Church in Daxberough, 
Samuel Hill A. M. the iſt Church in Marſbfield. 
John Porter A. M. the 4th Church in Bridgewater. 
Otiniel Campbell A. M. the 2d Church in — 
| Benjamin Baſs A. M. the Church in Hanover. 
Thaddeus Maccarty A. M. the Church in Kingfton. 
John Cotton A. M. the Church in Hallifax. 
County 
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County of BARNSTABLE. 
Francis Worſter, the 2d Church in Sandwich, 


County of Br1sTor. 


Joſiah Crocker A. M. the Church in Taunton. 
 Habjjah Weld A. M. the Church in Aztleboroueh, 
Too the Subſtance Scope and End. 
Samuel Tobey A. M. the Church in Berkley. 


County of Lokk. 


Samuel Moody A. M. the 1f Church in York. 
Samuel Chandler A. M. the 2d Church in Vors. 
Thomas Smith A. M. the iſt Church in Falmouth. 


II. In che Province of NREW-HAMPSHIRE. 


Ward Cotton A. M. the 1ſt Church in Hampton. 
Joſeph Adams A. M. the Church in Newington. 
James Pike A. M. the Church in Summer worth. 
Amos Main A. M. the Church in Rocheſte r. 
Joſhua Tufts A. M. the Church in LZrtchfield. 


III. In the Colony of Rropt-ILanD. 


Joſiah Cotton A. M. a Church in Providence, 
To the general Scope and Tendency. 


N. B. The Reverend Gentlemen, to whoſe Names ||'s are 
affixed, ſigned the Teſtimony & Advice with anException 
in the following Terms. We concur with the Teſti- 
mony for the Subſtance of it, excepting that Arti- 
cle of Itinerancy, or Miniſters and others, intruding 
< into other Miniſters Pariſhes without their Conſent, 
* which great Diſorder we apprehend not ſufficiently 
« teſtified againſt, therein. 


N. B. By Reaſon of Diſtance, the Minifters of Cox- 

NECTICUTT-CoLoNy, and of the County of Hamp- 
ſhire in the Mass AchusErs-PROvVINcE could not 
conveniently attend the Interview. 


DOESAEI IRIS ASPOITPUIPOISESS 
ATTESTA- 


Atteſtations. » W_ 


ATTESTATIONS contain'd in Letters from a 
Number of Paſtors abſent, and communicated to 


the Aſſembly. 


No. I. From the Rev. Mr. Rocrrs, ſenior Paſtor of the 
firſt Church in pſwrch, in the County of Eſſex. | 


Were it has been advertis'd in a late Gazette, or 
, Melly Journal, that ſome Rev. Miniſters in Boſton, 
* and Places adjacent, deſigning to meet together on the 
after Commencement, do deſire, that as many others 
* from the Country, as can conveniently, wou*d come 
© down and give in their TEsTIMony for GOD, and the 
© late glorious & remarkable Work of his Grace (marvellouſty 
begun and carrying on among us) and that ſuch as cannot 
& perſonally appear would fend their ATTESTATIONS in 
« Writing to that Aſſembly; 2022 ? 
< I being one of this Jatter Sort, who thro” * and 
Weakneſs of Body, am unable to travel ſo far — rut 
take this Way to ſignify my hearty Approbation of ſuch 
a Deſign, and alſo my Readineſs with and Hand to 
ſubſcribe to the moſt ample Teſtimony that may be' drawn 
by a better Pen, fot the Purpoſe above- mentioned; well 
knowing there can never be too much or enough ſpoken 
or written by Man to inagnify the Mercy of GOD in thus 
viſiting his People, as of late he hath remarkably been 
pleaſed to do, or enough ſaid or done to ſhew forth thePraiſe 
of divine Power, and ſovereign freeGace, fo wonderfully 
diſplayed in innumerable Inſtances and Effects thereof. 
I have for ſome Time apprehended it to be the righteous 
Expectation of our glorious Lokp, that all his Miniſters 
in theſe Churches, eſpecially ſuch as may have obſerved 
with Admiration (and other proper Affections) the great 
Revival of the Power of Gedlineſ+, and more general Refor- 
mation of Manners (in many Places) as a Fruit of his 
more plentiful Effufion of his moſt Hol v and BLESSED 
SPIRIT on the Minds and Hearts of the People, and (25 
we truſt) in Anſwer to the conſtant fervent Prayers of the 
Faithful,- both in the preſent and preceeding Generations 
--- ſhould in the moſt publick Manner teſtify their moſt 
grateful Senſe of this his unmerited Favour and Loving- 
kindneſs to this along and their Poſterity. 
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II ſhould have rejoyced to have ſeen ſomething. of this 


Nature to have gone before the Teſtimony of anothet Sort, 
© (againſt ſome real or ſuppoſed Errors and Diſorders), put 
«© forth in the Name of the late Convention. For certainly 
our 'LoRD ChRIST ought (in all Things) to have the Pre- 
© eminence, and moſt venerable Mention made of his glori- 
< ous Work, before any Things, which the grand Adver- 


< fary of his Kingdom and Church may have done to blemiſh, 


© interrupt or hinder the Progreſs thereof. Nevertheleſs -I 
de and believe it may yet be accepted of GOD, 
and hkewiſe be of great Service to his dear People, if a 


full and poſitive Declaration were drawn and ſubſcribed 


< by a Number of M itneſſes for CHRIST ; aſſerting @ mf 


'© powerful and clear Work of Grace (according to our Appre- 


© henſfion) wrought in the Hearts of Multitudes, from one 
End of the Land to the other. All ſuch as believe it with 
their Heart, will readily confeſs it with their Mauth. 


Rey. 1 rn LEAs ne VAT 
II I ſhall on the very Day of your propoſed Meeting, vis. 
July 5th (GOP continuing my | Life to that Day) 


enter on the 78th Year of my. Age, and in the $40 of 


my Miniftry. And now deſire, as I have utmoſt , Reaſon, 
to bleſs GOD who has given me to ſee a Day of ſuch 
| marvellous Power and Grace, particularly in this Place, 
and fince the Rev. Mr. I hiteſſeld and Tennent came among 
us ; wherein great Numbers of our young People, and 
others of more aduanced Age give clear Evidence of d ſau- 
ing Change wrought in them, and by the Fruzts ef the 
SPIRIT ſhew that they are born of the SPIRIT : And many 
<, Perſons of Chriſtian Experiences before, have been greatly re- 
< v1ved, inriched with Grace, eſtabliſhed and comforted by a 
new Influence, in and through the Word read & preached : 
This I have found by my beſt Obſervation in general, and 
more intimate Converſation with many of thoſe Scores, yea 
I chink I may fay, Hundreds living here & in the Neighbour- 
hood, and with ſeveral from diſtant Places, who uni- 
« verſally ſpeak the ſame Language, all giving Teſtimony 
, 2 their Experience to the Truth of Goſpel Doctrines of 
e Ace. b a 5288. 1 
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ATTESTATIONS &c. continued. 


Auch Things as theſe, my Brethren, witli many others 
« which might be mentioned, and I hope will be, I 
would look upon as Inſtances of GOD's Mercy, 

© Love and Care for his People in this Land, and fignal To- 

* kens of his abiding Preſence with them: That the LorpD 

* Gop of our Fathers is not about to leave or forſake us. 

© And they call for our mo/? publick grateful Acknowledgments 

and highe/# Praiſes to the ſovereign LoRD and gracious 

* Heap of his Church. 

« But we muſt at the ſame Time carefully watch, and bear 
due Te/2tmony againſt all Errors and Diſorders that have or 
may ariſe, and continue in Prayer for further Out- pourings 
* of the BLESSED SPIRIT to revive his Work in the midſt 
© of the Years, and cauſe it to ſpread far and wide, even un- 
* til the whole Earth be filled with the Knowledge and Glory 
* of the Loky. And in your Prayers temember me, a poor, 
© weak and worthleſs Creature, that I may be made ſtrong in 
© the Grace of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, enabled to keep 
the Faith, and finiſh my Courſe with Joy in the Logo, 


* Ipſwich, Fuly 2: 1743. John Regers, Paſtor. 


No. II. From the Rev. Mr. Witt, Paſtor of the Chatch in 
Berwick, in the County of York. | | 

| Berwick, Fuly 1. 1743. 

* I was my Deſign to have attended theConvention of Paſtors 

* + after Commencement. But I am prevented by my 

"DI. « Infirmitiss 


ww 
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© Infirmities, which reader me unable well to bear the Fatigue 
© of a Journey in this hot Seaſon. However, it ſhall be my 
« daily Prayer to the glorious He ab of the Church, that you 
all may be under the Guidance and Influence of the Drying 
s SPIRIT in all your Proceedings. I ſhall alſo be ready to 
< join with the Friends of the preſent glorious Work of the 
Grat of GOD in the Land, in bearing Te/ttmony to it as 
« ſuch a Work ; and to concur with them in the moſt proper 
©, Methods to remove Diſorders, and prevent the ſpreading 
© and Increaſe of Errors; eſpecially Arminian & Antinomian : 
© The latter of which, begin to appear bare-fac'd, as welb as 
© the former in ſome Places. And it ſeems very natural and 
© eaſy for thoſe that have been in the Extream of Arminianiſm, 
© to tun into the contrary Extream of Antinomianiſm : As a 
Pendulum, if it be ſwung too far one Way, will, on its Re- 
© turn, ſwing too far the other Way. Agreably, it's evident 
that ſome zealous Promoters of the preſent glorious Wark, 
© out of Indignation againſt Arminian Principles, which they 
© have lately been delivered from, and which are ſoderopatory 
to the Grace of GOD; when they have eſpouſed the con- 
< trary Doctrines of Grace, have carried Matters too far, and 
© werg'd to Antinomianiſm. But this Miſconduct of theirs, 
© has given the Enemies of thoſe Doctrines Advantage to re- 
« proach them, as naturally tending to Libertiniſm, Enthu- 
« fiaſm, and the like; and to poſſeſs People's Minds with Pre- 
« judices againſt them, and the glorious Work of GOD's 
Grace which through a divine Influence has lately attended 
© the powerful preaching of thoſe Doctrines. And they wil 
not neglect to improve the Advantage to promote theirown 
© Scheme, and to bring over as many as they can to embrace 
© their Principles; tho? thereby their Converſion ſhould be 
prevented rather than promoted. And it's to be fear'd, 
© that what ſome Gentlemen have in View at this Time, s 
to promote Arminiani/m under Colour of diſcountenancing 
Antinomiani ſi, and bearing Teſtimony againſt the Diſoraers 

© attending the preſent Work: And this we ought to be 
© aware of, and duly guard againſt ; leſt, inſtead of advance- 
ing the Cauſe and Intereſt of CHRIST, and his Truth and 
Grace, we ſhould by this Step, prejudice and hurt it our 
« ſelves, and join with the Enemies of it in deſtroying it; and 
that at the ſame Time we would be thought to be tak- 
ing Care to promote it. As to Diſorders, Irregularities Kc 
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am of Mr. Edwards, the worthy Paſtor of Northampton's 
Mind about them, and therefore muſt refer you to his late 
« Book for what I might ſay furtker under this Head; wheres 
© in he vindicates the Conduct of the Friends of this Work 
in ſome of thoſe Things that are accounted Diſorders, tho? 
« he cenſures them with Reſpect to ethers. | ! 
With Reſpect to the ordaining of Miſionaries, which has 
been practiſed for ſome Time in the Country, and has beech 
lately voted a Diſorder, I can't join in cenſuring it as ſuch ; 
© or in condemning the PraQiee of ſeparating ſome of the 
« Fraternity, that are gualzfied for it, to the ſacred Miniſtry, 
« when there is mani ſeſt Occaſion for it. Thus, I have written 
my Thoughts about ſome Things, that will lie before the 
Convention, and am, | | 
« Your unworthy Fellow-Labourer in the Goſpel, 
| 19 8 Feremiab Wiſe, 


No. III. From the Rev. Mr. THAchER, Paſtor of the firſt 
Church in Mziddleborough, in the County of Plymouth. 
| + Middleborough, June 30. 1743. 
3 prevented the Opportunity of giving an oral 
< Teſtimony to the Truth and Reality of the extraordi- 
© nary I/ark the LoRD has lately appeared in among us, in 
© comvincing, converting Sinners, building up, comforting and 
« ſealing the converted; I embrace this Way to do it: In 
* which I ſhall confine my ſelf to what I have ſeen and been 
© acquainted with among the People of my Charge, tho“ I 
might ſpeak of the ſame in other Places. 
© There have been above two Hundred in a Judgment of 
© Charity ſavingly wrought on ſince November 1741. Diver ſe 
© before that had been met with under the Miniſtry of the 
© Rev. Mr. Daniel Rogers and the Rey. Mr. J/heelock, not 
included in this Number. But on one Day in November 
© aforeſaid, above Eighty were prick'd at the Heart by a Ser- 
mon from Rom. 8. 1. had here from the Rev. Mr. Jeſiab 
© Crocker. Scarce a Sermon . deliver'd after that wonderful 
Day, but the Hearts of ſome ſeem to be reach'd by Con- 
© viction, Converſion or Conſolation, This Revival of the 
Power of Godlineſs appears to be the genuine York of the 
Hor SPIRIT accompanying his Mord, and in Anſwer to 
* a Spirit of Prayer poured out from G0D to plead with 
* Faithin CuRls r for this Good. Spiritual Things are naw 
6 treated and felt as Realities, by =P GEN We 
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We have not known Viſſons, nor Tranees, nor Revelation, 
© But brotherly exhorting with more Modeſty and Affection 
than hath been repreſented, Neither have theſe divine In. 
© fluences been attended with anabaptiſtical Errors: Twenty 
© that were before in thoſe Miſtakes are brought off. Nzther 
© have they been attended with the Errors of Familiſm, or 
© Antinomianiſm, The Arminian Errors were by the Converts 
univerſally detected and deteſted : The Doctrines of Grace 
ſhine in their Underſtandings ; defended and earneſtly con- 
tended for from inward and real Experience. The * 
SCRIPTURES made the Standard to try & examine Truth: 
which are now carefully fearched, and eſteem'd above 
Gold: And thoſe Principles that will not bear the Trial 
by this Rule, are rejected. A general and humble Wil. 
lingneſs to miniſterial Inſtructians, eagerly ſought. & attend- 
ed on: yet without giving up their Underſtandings. GQD's 
Morſbip, publick, private and ſecret, attended, and other- 
wiſe attended than ever. The Prayerleſs are prayerful ; 
the Looſe, ſtrict; the Ordinances humbly ſought, devoutly 
attended on. I believe I have ſeen at one — 
two Hundred taſting the Sweetneſs of the Redeemer's Lov 
at one Inſtant. Indeed CHR15T is now precious, breathed 
after, eſteemed, and pathetically recommended in Life 
and Converſation, relied on, rejoyced in. Their Lives 
are reformed as well as Principles, ſcripturally renewed. 
The Drunkard is ſober ; the Churl peaceful: Perſonal 
Feuds that had been ſuhſiſting more than eleven Years are 
buried; and Love takes Place and Power, where Envy 
and Malice and Hatred formerly ruled: Reftztution in 
many. Places made ; in more, the Wrongs acknowledged. 
In a Word, all the Fruits of the SpiRriT are viſible in the 
© Converts : and they too, free from cenſurable Enthuſiaſm. 
F This is evidently the LORD's Doing, and it's marvellous ix 
s our Eyes J 

The aboveſaid Number is excluſine of many Scores who 
© have been awalened by the Word in the late Showers, and 
© yet I fear have reſted ſhort of C RIS, & got ſecure again. 
© I hope the true De/ign of this is, that GOD may have 
* the Glory of bis exon Work ---- And THIS TESTIMONY 1 
« give, as knowing I muſt give an Account ; with an hum- 
< bling Senſe of my many Deficiencies in this great Day of 
$ divine Grace: Intreating the fervent Prayers of all that 
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| © love the Loxp Ixsus in Sincerity, that I may not 
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6 Caſt-away, after I have preached to others ; but ma * 
« Grace and obtain Mercy from the Lozy to fu 1 
« Miniſtry I have received, and to be found faithful in 

the Parts thereof. | Peter Thacher. 


No. IV, From the Rev. Mr. SHURTLEFF Paſtor of the 
ſecond Church in min in the Province of New; 
HAMPSHIRE. | 


To ſuch of the Be Paſtors of the Churches of the 
« Maſſachuſetts- Bay, or any other of the neighbouring Govern- 
© ments,as may convene inBoſton on the 7thDayofFul1743. 


© Reverend and Beloved, 
] Should have rejoyced in the Opportunity of being with 
you in your preſent Convention, had it been the Wil of 
« GOD; but being providentially hinder'd, I think my 
« ſelf oblig'd to make this brief Declaration to the Glory of 
© his Name, viz. That there has for ſome Time paſt" plainly 
appear d to be @ remarkable Revival of Religion, and a mar- 
« vellous Work of Gop's Grace going on in PORTSMOUTH 
in NEw-HAMPSHIRE ; ; the Place in which I am called to 
labour in the Goſpel Miniftry. That among the very 
f * many that have bom awaken'd and deeply convinced, there 
© js a goodly Number that are giving all the Evidence that 
can be expected of a real and faving Change. 

I muſt at the ſame Time declare hare has not been that 
© Diſturbance from Lay-Exhorters, from an Invaſion of the 
© miniſterial Office, and many other Irregularities, that have 
been complain'd of in many other Places. And here I would 
© take Leave with all Humility to ſay, that had I the Oppor- 
© tunity of being with you, whilſt Tſhould gladly bearTefti- 
* mony againſt theſe Things whereſoever they prevail, I ſhould 
* be for uſing a becomingCare that the Diſarders complain d of 
might nat be magnified in an undue Meaſure, and that nothing 
might come under that Character and Denomination . 
* 15 not worthy of it. Whilſt I ſheuld be for guarding 
* Pulpits and Pariſhes again/t bold, and ignorant In ik 92 . 
© ſuch as may unjuſtly pretend to an extraordinary Call & War- 
* rant fromG 0D: I ſhould be careful that none of the zealous and 
faithful Provebers of the everlaſting Goſpel, and the important 
f Dodtrines of it might be excluded, being perſwaded that 
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s GOD has Siet the Labours of Strangers and even of Itine, 
© rants among the People with whom I am contern'd. ArdT 
can't forbear ſaying, that as it appears to me that it would 
© be of ill Conſequence, if none might upon any Occaſion whatſc- 
© ever preach within the Limits of any Congregation without the 
< Leave of its flated Paſtor, I deſire that neither my ſelf, nor 
© any of my Brethren ſhould be poſſeſs'd of ſuch an abſolute and 
© deſpotick Power. | | 
That you may be under the Influence of the great HR an 
of the Church ; that he who holds the Stars in his right 
s Hand would direct and lead you, and that you may unite 
in ſuch Meaſures as may tend to the Progreſs of that good 
Work that has been begun, and be a Means greatly to 
£ advance his Kingdom and Intereſt thro* the whole Land, 
£ is the unfeigned Prayer of one of the meaneſt, and unwor- 
© thieſt of your Brethren in the Goſpel, c. | 
e * Witham Shurtlef. 


No. V. From the Rev. Mr. Russ ELI, Paſtorof the weſtern 
Church in Barnſtable, in the County of Barnſtable. 


© y Am of the Mind that there has been 4 great and goed 
| I Mort going forward in many Parts of the Land, beyond 
© what has been in ſomeYears paſt. Many have been awakned, 
 conminced, reformed, and I hope many ſavingly converted: 
and I think we ought to give GOD the Praiſe and Glory 
of it. Yet'I think there ſhould be a proper Teſtimony 
born againſt the Errors, Diſorders and Confuſions that have 
« prevailed in many Places. 457 Zh | 
© But perhaps the Puye/{ioa may occur, Nhat are the Di/- 
© orders, c. which are to be teſtify'd againſt? Tis proba- 
© ble one may call that Diſorder andConfuſjon which another 
calls lovely and beautiful, and endeavours to promote. 
Brother GREEN and I had Thoughts of being at the 
« Commencement, but ſaw him Yeſterday, and he thinks the 
State of his Health and other Circumſtanees ſorbid his go- 
« ing. And the Illneſs of my Family diſcourages me. / 
* hope thoſe who neither come nor ſend will not be branded as Op- 
« poſers. I wiſh you the divine Conduct in theAﬀair. And 
$ defire an Intereſt in your Prayers, that I may obtain Mercy 
© to be faithful, and that I may be ſucceſsful in my Miniſtry. 
I am your Brother and Fellow Labourer, 
1 FJienatbhan Ruſſell. 


Barnſtable June 30. 1743. No. 
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No. VI: From Six of the Rev. Paſtors of the Eaſtern Ae 
citation in the County of York. 


6 W E the Subſcribers, Paſtors of the Eaſtern Aſſociation 
taking into ſerious Conſideration the State of Reli- 
gion in ounſeveral Charges, and throughout the Land at this 
Dag, look on our ſelves bound in the moſt expreſs Manner 
« to declare our ſelves with reſpe& thereto: 
And in as much as it incontetibly appears to us from what 
© we have ſeen among our ſelves and in Halber laces; that by an 
© extraordinary divine Influence, there hath been an HAPPY 
« REVIVAL of RELIGION in our Land; we dare not but 
« publickly ſpeak out our grateful Senſe thereof to the Honour of 
« the 2 and ſovertign Grace of Gop. 
« But whereas at the ſame 'Time there have been great 
* Complaints of prevailing Errors in Doctrine and Diſorders 
in Practice, ſuch as, a denying the Doctrine of the divine 
Decrees, Fuſlification by Faith alone, irrefiftible Grace in the 
Converſion of Sinners ; and alſo the aſſerting, That ſecret 
Impulſes on the Minds of Per ſons without due 1 to the 
written Mord of Gon may be depended on as the Rule of 
their Conduc?; that none are converted but ſuch as know 
themſelves to be ſo, and can tell the Time when ; that Aſſur- 
ance is of the -E ſſence of ſaving Faith; and, that Sanffica- 
tion is no Evidence of Fuſtification ; with ather the like Ar- 
minian, Antinomian and Familiftical Tenets and Opinions: 
All which we judge are contrary to the pure Doctrines of 
the Goſpel : And as to Diſorders in Practice; ſuch as, 
private Perſons of no Education, without any regular Call 
taking upon them to preach the Mord of Gon ; the ordaining 
and ſeparating any Perſon ta the Mort of the evangelical Mi- 
niſtry at Large, and without a ſpecial Relation to any parti- 
clar Charge to enter into the regular Diſtritts of ſettled Mi- 
niſters ; Perſons aſſuming to themſelves the Prerogatrve e 
Gop to look into and judge the Hearts of others, cenſurisg 
and condemning their Brethren, and eſpecially their Miniſters, 
as Phariſees, Arminians, blind and unconverted, &c.and upon 
theſe pretended Grounds making an actual Separation from 
their reſpective Paſtors, though they openly diſavow the 
above-mentioned Errors, and are regular in their Lives: 
All which Errors and Di ſarders being of pernicious Con- 
* ſequence, as tending to obſcure the glorious Work of Gop, 
* bring it into Diſrepute and obſtruct the Progreſs of it, we 
« would 
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© would in like Manner bear our joint and ſolemi 79fim 
C I | 


And tho” we are fully perſuaded the human Mind under 
© the Operations of the divine Spirit, may be overborn with 
« Joy and Terror; yet the Tranſports and Agitations that 
have appeared in ſome Places from the ungovern'd Paſſions 
of People, and the exceſs of Joy and Sorrow, we judge to 
© be no certain Indication of the ſpecial Preſence or Work 
< of the SPIRIT of Gop. . But at the ſame Time we 
© lament the impious Spirit of ſuch as from hence take Occaſion 
© fo reproach the WORK OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT n the 
* Hearts of the Children of Gop. 


Sign'd, 


Benjamin Allen, Paſtor of the 2d Church in Falmouth. 
Wm. Thompſon, Paſtor of the Church in Scarborough. 
Samuel Jefferds, Paſtor 70 Church in Wells. 

John Hovey, Paſtor of the Church in Arundel. 
Nicholas Loring, Paſtor of the Church in North- Varmouth. 
Moſes Morrill, Paſtor of the Church in Biddeford. 


At anAſſociation Meeting, Scarborough June 23. 1743. 


© Voted, That the above Declaration be delivered to the 
Rev. Mr. Smith to be by him communicated at Diſcre- 
tion to the VENERABLE CONVENTION of Miniſters who 
are to meet at Beſten the Day after the approaching Com- 
mencement, as the Sentiments of the Aſſociation with Rela- 


tion to the preſent religious Appearances in the Country. 
Benjamin Allen, Moderator: 


 % « I -of 


To be continued. 
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No. VII. From the Rev. Mr. Rook xs junior, Paſtor 
of the 2d Church in Kittery, in the County of York. 
M our Lord JESUS CHRIST in fincerity, and fo are 

real Friends to the glorious Work of his Grace which 
has been begun and carried on in ſo remarkable a Manner in our 
Land, and by ſuch Inſtruments, as he has been pleaſed to raiſe 
up, and honour with wonderfulSucceſs. I hope now you are 
together you will be putting up united Prayers to the glorious 
HEAD of the Church, for the further Effufton of the BLESSED 
SPIRIT, in his awakening,convincing and convertingInfluences, 
and that the dear Children of God may be more rooted and 
grounded in Faith and Love, and abound in all the good Fruits 
teren . And that the Lox D would be pleaſed to raiſe up 
more ſkilful, faithful and induſtrious Labourers,and ſend them 
forth into his Harveſt ; for indeed the Harveſt is plenteous, but 
the Labourers are few. I ſhould not be for ſpending much 
Time, in diſputing with thoſe who are Oppoſers of this glori- 
ous ork of Gop's ſovereign rich free Grace; but rather in 
carrying them to the Throne of Grace, and there wreſtle with 
tie Lok p to open their Eyes, and engage them from an Expe- 
rence of the Work in their ownSouls to regard this glorious and 
Hracisus Operation of his HOLYSPIRIT in the Hearts of ſo many, 
ond that of allSorts,in one Place & another. For my own Part, 
lwant a Heart to conceive, and a Tongue to expreſs the Ob- 
lzations Iam under to admire, adore and Praiſe the Name of 


be Lord, for the great Things he has done, and the yet greater 
2 (I truſt) 


Y Heart and Affections are with all of you who love 
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(I truſt) he will do for his People in this Land; and that he 
has fpar'd me the chief of Sinners, to ſee this Day of his won- 
derſul Grace Oh Praiſe, praiſe him, on my Behalf ; and alſo 
wreſtle for me when neareſt to his Seat; that, I may know 
the Love of CHRISY which indeed paſſeth Knowledge, and 
that it may conftrain me to love and live to him, --- | 

But this is the Conſolation, The Lok D reigneth ; there is no 
Wiſdem, nor Counſel, nor Under/tanding agam/t him; he will 
carry on his own Work in his own Way; Not by Might, nur 
by Power, but by MY SPIRIT, ſaith the Lok D of Heft Here 
we may reſt, I hope you who are Friends to this Day, will 
have the Guidance of theHoLy SpIRIT in drawing up ſome- 
thing in Favour of this glorious Mor, that the Subjects and 
Friends of it abroad, may praiſe Gop for what he has done 
among his People here: And if you ſhould be led to this, 
would it not be proper to ſend a Draft of it to thoſe who 
could not be preſent with you, that not a Hand may be 
wanting where-ever there is an Heart for it. And, Ob that 
Something may be ſaid againſt ARMINIANISM as well as 
ANTINOMIANISM. I wiſh you much of the Preſence of 
CHRIST, and that whatever may be debated, may be with 
HIS SPIRIT, and iſſue in his Glory. 


I am your Brother and Friend in the dear JesUs, 
John Rogers, 


Kittery, July 4. 1743- 


No. VIII. From ſeven Rev. Paſtors in the County 
Hampſhire. 


Reverend and Honoured Sirs, | 
V Hereas an Advertiſement hath lately been publiſhed, | 
wherein it is ſignified, that it is the Deſire of a Num- 

ber of Miniſters that there ſhould be a meeting of all ſuch Mi. 
ni/ters in this Province as are perſwaded that there has of late } 
been a happy Revival of Religion in the Land, at Boſton, the | 
Day after Commencement, to give a joint TESTIMONY to the | 
late glorious Work of God's Grace, and to conſult what ſhould | 
be done to promote this Work, and to ſuppreſs thoſe Things 
that bring a Reproach upon it and hinder it; and in the ſame} 
Advertiſement it is deſired that if any ſuch Miniſters are not 


able to be preſent at this Interview, they would not fail to — 
eir 


„ 
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their Te/l;mony and Thoughts in Writing: We whoſe Names 
are ſubſcribed to this, living at a great Diſtance, and our Cir- 
cumſtances not well allowing us to go ſo great 'a Journey at 
the Time propofed, would hereby ſigniſy; That according to 


what Underſtanding we have of the Nature of Chrifttanity,"anil 


the Obſeruation we have had Opportunity to make, we judge 


hat there has been within the laſt two Years and an half, 4 


bleſſed Out pouring of. the SPIRIT 0F,GoD in this County, in 
awakening and converting Sinners, and. in ialigbtning, quickning 
and building up Saints in Tab, og: and Comfort.; which 
has been attended in great Numbers with an abiding Alteration 


and Reformation of Diſpoſition and Behaviour. And particu- 


larly we would hereby declare to the Glory of GOD*sGraee, + 


that we judge that there has been a happy Revival of Religion 
in the Congregations that have been committed ta our . 
and that theres are many in them that, by abiding 

if a ſerious, religious and humble Spirit, and a conſcrentiousCare 
and Watchfulnefs in their Behaviour towards GOD and Man, 
give all Grounds of Charity towards them, as having been ſincere 
in theProfeſſion i 2 have made. And however there has been, 


eſpecially in ſome Places, a Mixture of EF nihuſiaſm and felſe 


Religion, and ſome have run into great Errors in their Con- 
duct, and fame have fallen away, and there is a Declenſion in 
«hers that is to be lamented; yet we think the E feet has 
been ſuch, and ſtill continues ta be ſuch, as leaves no Room rea- 


ſmably to doubt of GOD's having been wonderfully in the mide” 


of us, and ſuch as has laid us under great Obligations forever to 


. 


admire and extol the Riches of his Grace iu doing. ſuch great Thizgs 


for u. n a" 3 

Thus Rev. Sirs, Begging of him that he would be with you 
in your Meeting, and guide you in your Thoughts and Con- 
cluſions with Reſpect to theſe Things, and direct vu to that 


which may be for his Glory and the Profperity of Zion, and 
defiring your Prayers to GOD for us, and the Flocks com- 


mitted to our Care, we remain * 
i Honoured and dear Sirs, 
| Your Brethren and Fellow-Servants 
d he in the Goſpel Miniſtry, 
Stephen Williams, Paſtor of a Church in Springfield. 
Peter Raynolds, Paſtor of the Church in Enfield. 


Jonathan Edwards, Paſtor of the Church in N orthampton.. 


Z 2 Samuel 


anife/tations . 
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Samuel Allis, Paſtor of the Church in Somers. 

John Woodbridge, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Hadley, 

David Parſons, jun. Paſtor of the third Church in Hadley, 

Edward Billing, Paſtor of the Church in Cold-Spring, 
County of Hampſhire June 30. 1743. 


No. IX. From two other Rev. Miniſters i in the County 
of Hampſhire ; who having ſeen the aboveſaid At- 
teſtation, they in another Letter expreſs their Concur- 
rence therewith in the following Terms. — 


Hadley, June 29. 1743. 
Hi: Line occaſioned by a Paper ſign'd by ſome of our Fa- 
thers and Brethren in the Miniſtry in this County reſpect- 
ing the late happy Revival of Religion, waits on j ou to let you 
know, that we can heartily join with thoſe Rev. Gentlemen in 
giving our TESTIMONY to every Thing there ix Og, concern- 
ing the late Revival of the great and glorious Work of divine 
Grace in our own ard the neighbouring Churches + The þh 
Fruits wheredf are conſpicuous in the Lives and Conver ſations 5 
many of our late Converts eſpecially. 
Timothy Woodbridge, Paſt of the Church in Hatfield. 
Cheſter Waves a bb 4 the firſt Church in Hadley. 


, 


No, X.. From the Rev. Mr. Putnam, Paſtor of FI 
2d Church in Reading, in the County 7. Middleſex. 


1 Find that ſuch of our Brethren who are perfwaded there bath 
of late been a happyRevival of Religion thro” an extraordinary 
divine Ir fluence in many Parts of this Land, are deſired to ma- 
ni feſt the ſame, either by giving their Preſence. at the appointed 
Meeting, or by writing. The Circumſtances of my Health 
makes riding grievous to me: but I am ready and that freely 
and I hope thankfully to declare that I have had the O pportu- 
nity, thro” the tender Compaſſions of a merciful GOD, to 
ſee much of the gracious Work of GOD in the Revival of 
| decaying Religion among the People committed to my paſto- 
9 ral Care; and this without ſuch Di ſorders and Extreams that 
[| are ſo much complain d of in many Places: the Worſhip of 
1 GOD not diſturbed. Ard to give 4 as brief an Account 
5 | | as I can. 


6 


Atteſtations. 18 


Sometime the beginning of March 1742, under a Senſe of 
the creat Decay of Religion among us, we kept a Day of Faft- 
ing and Prayer, to ſeek to GOD for the pouring out of H1s 
SpiK17 bon us:, and GOD was pleaſed out of his abundant” 
Grace to give us ſpeedy Anſwers of Prayer. For the ſpace of 
five or fix Weeks, more or leſs of my People younger and elder 
came to my Houſe every Day in the Week except Sabbaths 3 
and manifeſtly under a Work of Conviction, deeply concerned 
for the State of their Souls, and many of them expreſſing 
themſelves in theſe Words; O Sirs, what ſhall I do, what 
ſrall I do to get rid of my Sins? Complaining of the Load of 
Cuilt on their Conſciences, and of the Power of Sin in their 
Souls, of the hardneſs of their Hearts, and of the Senſe of 
GOD's' Wrath due to them: And ſome ſignifying to me, 
that they even now felt what they only before knew as by Hear- 
ſay ; that the Heart is /o 9 wicked, and by Nature fo 
unfit for Heaven. Some when they heard Mention made of 
CHRIST and of the Mercy of GOD; I cannot relate the 
greatneſs of the Diſtreſs that it put them into, to conſider that 
their Sins were againſt ſuch Mercy, fuch Love 
But I will not inlarge. I know this was the Work of the 
SPIRIT of GoD as a Spirit of Bondage and Fear, thus con- 
vincing and humbling them: And the moſt of theſe we have 
Grounds to hope have been ſince as fully convinced of Righte- 
ouſneſs and of Fudgment, of the Alſuffictency of CHRIST as 
+rieft and King; as they were convinc'd of their Sins and 
Miſery before ; and we charitably hope have experienced by- 
Faith in HIM through the Merits of his Righteouſneſs, and 
the Power of his Grace, that Ref? that he gives to ſuch weary 
Souls that receive him with their whole Heart: And there 
has been large Additions to the Church conſidering the Num- 
der of the People. And not only has this been the happy 
Caſe of ſome that were without the viſible Church, but even 
ſeveral of the Members of the Church have been very deeply 
concerned about the State of their own Souls: And I hope it 
has been for their everlaſting Good. The Sy1R1T of GOD 
has in Mercy to our Souls been as a refining Fire in this Re- 
ſpect, I truſt I can ſay ; and has ſearch'd this Feruſalem as 
with Candles: And I hope that both Fooliſh and 1/i/e have 
deen awakened now while Oy! and Increaſe thereof may be 
had. And not to inlarge, as I might do, I would mention 
me In/lance in particular: A Siſter of our Church aged Ninety 
one 
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one Years, who hath been under Deſertian even to a very great 
Degree for above twenty Tears, (who was eſteem'd converted 
in Youth) ſhe in this Time has been, favour'd with the Light 
of GoD's Countenance, to her abundant Joy,and remains ſo. 
As to ny People in general, there has been, and I hope re- 
mains a Refarmation'1n many Reſpects which might be menti- 
oned. And my Thoughts of the Vert of GOD among us are 
ſtill the ſame, That it calls for a pub/ich Acknowledgement to 
the Praiſe of GOD; notwithſtanding;ſome Diſarders and Er- 
rors there may be in the Land. Can we not diſtinguiſh be- 
tween that which is of GOD and that which is nat? Shall 
we ſay there is no heat becauſe there are Tares and Cha? 
The Mort proves it ſelf : and thoſe, that have experienc'd it 
on their own Souls, doubtleſs are beſt able to ſay how it is. 
Let our earne/t Prayer be to the G 05 Fall Grace that where 
he has begun it, he would d it en, and begin it yhere it is 
not begun; that the Kingdoms of this Mord may become the 
Kingdom of OUR. BI;ESSAD, LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS) 
CHRIST ; that he would go on in a Way of Mercy, to pour 
out HIS SPIRIT, upon us, and of h Beling upon pur; Chil- 
dren ;. that we may all know the Lo RD from the ellefip 
the younge/? ;. and may be ready and prepared. as a Bride for 
his coming · ve we | WM p. Polos. "7 : "F 4 berg why: A 
Il am your Brother in the Miniſtry; of the Goſpel, ” - 
- Reading, June 3oth. 17433. Daniel Putnam, 


No. XI. From . the Rev. Mr. Pra BODY, Paſtor of the 


+ Church in Natick, in the County of Middleſex. * © \ 
VNatick, July 4th. 1743. 


a. \ 


| 1 Abe own Thou ohts of the preſent Day; I freely pro- 

Ft -& feſs, that I believe there has been à very remarkable. and 

| | | glorious Work of 60 in many Parts of this Land of late Years, 
1 | and it is till in ſome Miaſure going on. altho' at the ſame 
lj Time, 1 believe Gop has permitted ſomez through an over- 
| | heated Zeal, to do thoſe Things which have very much hin- 


dted the Progreſs of this good Work, particularly by prejudi- 
cing/ People againſt their own Paſtors, encouraging Separa- 
tions, and encouraging Lay-Exhorters; and laying too much 
Streſs on Crying out, on being under ſttong Convictions and 
then receiving Comfort, c. I don't look on theſe Things as 
any Part of the good Work. For altho' I hope and believe, 


that where theſe extraordinary Things have been, nee 
there 


wa ww RT 
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there have been ſome, ſavingly brought Home to CHRIS ; 
yet as far as I can poſſibly inform my ſelf, there have been 
many more in Proportion ſavingly converted, where Mini- 
ſters and People have not encouraged ſuch Things: And I am 
fully perſwaded it will in Time appear evidently to be ſo. 
There have been very abſarvable Strivings of the ever BLESSED 
SPIRIT on the Hearts. of many, eſpecially Young People, in 
convincing and enlightening, and I hope converting them ; in 
my neighbouring Towns: as in Medfield, Dedham, Needham, 
Meduay and Sherbourn, &c. where the Miniſters have been 
lively and faithful. And among my little People, (I would 
mention it to the Glory of the rich Grace, and of the BLEs- 
SED SPIRIT of GOD) there have been very apparent Striu- 
ings and Operations of the Hol GHosT among Indiant and 
Engliſh, Young and Old, Male and Female. There have been 
added to our Church (of ſuch as 1 hope ſpall be ſaved) about fifty 
Perſons of different Nations, ſiuce the Beginuing of laſt March 
was two Years, whoſe Lives in general witneſs to the Sincerity of 
their Profeſſion. Here, we have never had any crying out in 
an extraordinary Manner, but the HoLy SPIRIT has been 
pleaſed to wor K in @ more calm May; but J hope effectually. 
But I muſt mention it, altho* with Sorrow, that for ſome 
Months paſt (altho* ſome are under powerful Operations) yet 
there has not appeared ſo much of the genuine Operations of 
the SPIRIT as heretofore ; People's Minds have ſeemed and 
do ſeem too much taken up with d:/puting about Perſons and 
Things; ſome are for one Miniſter and ſome for another, and 
ſome I think may ſay can't bear ſound Doctrine; which with 
us, has ariſen (as I apprehend) from ſome ignorant & erroneous 
Perſons who have ſpread & propagated corrupt Doctrines; as 
a Specimen of this they ſay I preach dangerous Doctrines 
becauſe I have preach'd that a Perſon may be converted and not 
certainly know it, &C. 

Upon the whole then, I am humbly of Opinion, that as 
there ought to be a publick ATTESTATION to the glorious 
Mort of divine Grace among us; ſo it ought to be fo d;tin&ly 
conſidered, and fo diſtinguiſbed from what is a Diſhonour to it; 
that all may know what we underſtand by the Mor of GOD 
among us; and a full explicit Teſtimony ought to be born by 


you againſt all ſuch Things, as in any Meaſure tend to blemi/b 


or hinder the Work of GOD among us: And I believe the 
more particular and expreſs vou be, it will be ſo much the 


better. Finally, 
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Finally, I earneſtly pray that the glorious HE Ap of the 
Church will vouchſafe his gracious Preſence and particular 
Influence and Direction to, and with you, in what is before 
you; and that you and all of us may be owned and honoured 
as Inſtruments in his Hands, of promoting his Intereſt and 
Glory here, that ſo we may have the Reward of faithful 
Servants hereafter. I am your Brother and Servant, 
| Oliver Peabody. 
#3 P. S. I would particularly remark that ſome with whom 
| I have converſed date their Convitons which have been 
3 ſtill carried on without any great Intermiſſion, before 
| ever Mr, Hhitefield came hither. And alſo that about 
5 ftien Years ago we had ſomething like this, at Natick. 


No. XII. From the Rev. Mr. Tuck, Paſtor of the Church in 
Goſport, on the Ille of Shoals, in the Province of Nx - 
| HAMPSHIRE. - | 
QEEIN G in theBe/tonGazette of the 31ſt of May laft anlnti- 
mation that it is deſired and propoſed by a Number of Mi- 
nifters in Town and Country,that ſuch of their Brethren as are 
per ſiuaded there has of late been a happy Revival of Religion,thro 
an extraordinary divine Influence, in many Parts of this Land, and 
0 are concerned for the Honour and Progreſs of this remarkable 
4 Wark of GOD, may have an Interview at Boſton the Day after 
the approaching Commencement, to conſider &c. But if 
who heartily concur in the End and Deſign of this Propoſal, be 
hindred in Providence from giving their Preſence at this de- 
ſigned Interview, it is earneſtly deſired they would ſend their 
ATTESTATIONS & communicate their Tho'ts ſeaſonably in | 
writing. According to this Deſire & Propoſal I had deſign'd 
to be at the /nterview, but Providence is now ſending Sickneſs 


CE ED 


. 3 — — 


A into my Family, ſo that I can't be in Be/ton this Week, I 
[ therefore ſend my Thoughts in writing. | | 
þ I acknowledge the Work in this Land to be a bleſſed Wark of 
F GOD: And I believe that it is the Duty of CHRIS T's Mini- , 
Pi! gers to give an open conjunct TESTIMONY wnto it. I apprehend 


there are in one Place & in another certain abominable Antino- a 
mian, Arminian, Socinian, Pelagian, Familiſtical, &c. Errors, and 
ſome Diſorders in Practice, which ought to be teſtify d againſt.— þ 
We have a Revival of Religion among us. I beg your Prayers 
for my Family, my People, & myſelf. Iam with all due Regards, ( 
Your humble Servant, John Tucke, 
Geſpert, July 4th 1743. (To be continued.) 


— — 
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No. XIII. From obe Rev. Mr. HALL, Paſtor of theChurch 
in Sutton, in the County of Worceſter. 


AVING been deſired by ſome of my Brethren, to 
write, provided I was not like to be perſonally pre- 
ſent at the Commencement ; to ſignify my Sentiments 

of the Wort of a religious Nature, that has been carried on in 
many Parts of this Land for ſome Years paſt ; | 
Lam free, it ſhould be known, that J do greatly rejoyce in 
the bleſſed Work that has been in the Land, and have been to che 
utmoſt of my Power labouring to promote it in theſe Parts. 


And as to the Eſſence of it; if I underſtand the Doctrines of 


the Goſpel according to Truth, and that old ſolid Calvinijtical 
Divinity, which was /o dear to our Forefathers ; and if the 
Writings of Meſſirs. Shepard, Willard; Stoddard, and numbers 
ks other Divines of that Stamp and Principle, are to be re- 
garded as the Writings of Men that rightly underſtood the 
Way of Salvation; I muſt conclude that the Work is the ſame, 
35 to the eſſential Parts of it, which in their Days, as well as 
from the Beginning, had been by the Servants of the moſt high 
* N in, as the only Way to Heaven, which the Goſpel 
leacheth. 

Some Irregularities (tis true) have ſometimes attended the 
Subjefzs of this Work; and ſome Imprudences may alſo have 
ſometimes attended the Promoters of it: But what is Man that 
be ſhould be perfett ? : 3 8 

There may be alſo ſome high Pretenders to the Work of 
Cnverſion in this remarkable Day, that may turn out Counter< 

A 2 Fus: 
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rits : and ſuch Tares have been among the Heat hitherto, 
and will be to the End: ſo that neither is this to be wondered 
at. 8 - Va, 0 
Moreover I have not been without Fears, In ſome at this 
Day run into Antinomian and familiſtical Errors; and that 
others would fall intajenthu/ia/{1ck Phrenſies, Evils by all Means 
to be watched and guarded againſt : And who in this Life is 
out of Danger? Dangers of this Kind are proportionab| 
greater according to the Height of Men's Zeal,and the Small. 
neſs of their Knowledge and Experiences; and if where there 
is a v Number of young and zealous Converts in a Place; and 
very few of long Experience to ſteady them, ſome for a Time 
appear in ſome Reſpects very weak and un/teady ; tis not to 
be wondered at: being fed with the ſincere Milk of the Ward, 
*tis hopeful, they will grow thereby. 

But I-conceive that in general the Subjects of this Mort, are 
groundlefly charged with ſuch Errors and Evils at this Day: 
and indeed I marvel not at it. For as there are very jad 
Tinctures of Arminiantſm in many; ſo with the Subjects of that 
Error, the PURE DocrRINES of FREE GRACE -and 
 JousTIFICATION by FAITH ALONE, are often charged 
upon, as Antinomian Errors. And with the dead Formalift, 
THAT SACRED ZEAL, Which is enkindled in the Breaſt of 
true Believers, from the ſanctifying Spirit, forming their 
Hearts to Love, and drawing forth the Powers of their Souls 
in a fervent lively Manner, to purſue the great Duties re- 
quired of us by Gop in his Word; why all this is by fat 


I 
termed Enthuſiaſm. | 0 
And no wonder therefore there are ſo. many Enemies to the l 
Bleſſed Work of God in the Land; ſeeing it is to be feared iſ * 
there are ſo many, who would have all to be counted Enthuſ- * 
4ſts, Antinomians, &c. that are under any powerful Conſtraim Wi * 
from the Views of divine overeignty and Grace. F 
But let ſuch Men think what they will of their ſlighting 
the precious Showers of divine Grace; yet I am of the Opt fu 
nion of Mr. Edwards of Northampton, that the GREAT Jt- K, 
HOVAH of a Truth has been in New- England. #4 
And although I hope many of thoſe who are fighting againk Pl: 
this Work, doing it ignorantly, will find. Mercy; yet for ou e 
that has ſeen and known ſo much of thePower & Grace of GO, 
in breaking down the ſtubborn Hearts of ſo many Scores of Sir * 
l 


ners, that were wickedLivers,turning them from their 2 
| our 
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Courſes to the, Ways of Virtue ; who are became ſome of the 
moſt lively Chriftians, and as far as I can learn and judge, walk- 
ing in Godlineſs and Honeſty ; as alſo the wonderful Change 
| have obſerved, even upon ſuch as were moral Men before, 
and high Profeſſors, who have been convinced of their bei ng 
very Hypecrites, building upon a falſe Foundation, who declare 
with Wonder and Tranfport, what Gop has done for their 
Souls, and think none ſo beholden as they, to divine ſovereign 
Grace, Upon the whole, if after all that l have ſeen and 
znoton, of the Wonders of Gop's Power and Grace, I ſhould 
join in with ſuch, as render theſe Doings of the Loxp to be 
the IVork of the Devil, I have thought in me it would be the 
Sin againſt THE HOLY GHOST. 

I ſtand ready to join in bearing any proper Te/timony againſt 
the Ingratitude of the Men of this Generation. And for my 
own Part think, I can never praiſe GOD enough, for the IVark 
be hath wrought among us; and doubt not but he will carry it 
on to greater Perfection. 

From your unworthy Brother, 


Sutton June 30. 1743- David Hall. 


No. XIV. From the Rev. Mr. BAA DSTREET, Paſtor 
of a Church in Gloceſter, in the County of Eſſex. 


W HEN I firſt ſaw in the Tueſday's Paper of May the 31ſt 
the Propoſul and Deſire of a e of Miniſters both 
in Town and Country, that ſuch of their Brethren as are perſua- 
ded that there has of late been 4 happy Revival of Religion, 
thro' an extraordinary divineInfluence in many Parts of this Land, 
&c,---- Might have an INTERVIEW at Bo/ton the Day after 
the approaching Commencement ; immediately I thought within 
my ſelf I would be preſent then; but theCircumſtancesof my 
Family are ſuch as by no Means will admit of it. 
Therefore this comes to inform you; that I am fully per- 
fwaded that of late (Glory be to Gop) there has been a happy 
Reformation, and glorious Revival 4 Religion in a wonderful 
Manner, in many Places in NEW-ENGLAND ; tho? in ſome 


Places attended with ſome Irregularities & Diſorders thro? the 
permitted Agency of Satan; and no Wonder at all that thzs 
grand Arch- Enemy ſhould uſe all hisDevices at ſuch a Day, to 
* ſo glorious a Work, which fo ſatally ſhakes his King: 
om. 1 
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T am fure in my little Pariſh there is of late a very conſidera» 
Reformation andRevival of Religion. (Let Gop have all 
tory :) Tho? I had labour'd hard for it, yet I could never 
per[wade young Perſon:, to form themſelves into a Society, for 
_ the ſpending together the Sabbath Evening in religious Exer- 
ciſes, until about fifteen Months paſt : And now we have fue 
Societies of young Perſons who meet together twice in theWeek 
to rcad, ſing, ard pray; to each of which J preach once 4 
£:2rter, And ſome of them which were too much addicted 
t thc youthful Sins of Quarelling, Swearing Drinking, &c, 
ſeem to be 2w-nderully reformed, and are hungering and thinſt. 
ig ofter theKightecuſneſs of CHRIST; and there is a very plea- 
ſ:..-Change wro't in them. And the Aged many of them (tho! 
ſome are {tumbled at the preſent Day) among us ſeem to be 
anointed afreſb : And there is a happy Revival of Religion, 
Our Lectures which have been once al ces, fer more than fifter 
Zoni bs poſt, are fuller and better attended, than when we had 
(as form-ily) a Lecture once in fix Weeks, We have had 
man;, (miſtiy yrung Perſons) under great Concern and dep 
Convif/igns, many crying out in Time of dwineService under 
a Senſe of their Sins, What they fhould do, and the meſt of them 
have had their Convictiens ending in the Joy of the LoRD, and 
Comfort of the HoLy GnosT. 

In my very ſmall Pariſh (conſiſting of about eighty Families) 
we have had in about twelve Months paſt (when we had before 
more Communicants than Families) about forty added to the 
Church; and all excepting ene, by the Grace of God (bleſied 
be his Nane) Ive to bear god Fruit. 

Thanks be to God, we have zo Diviſions, nor Seperations 
ameng vs; we are without Dreams, Viſions and Trances, (tho 
there has been ſome in the Neighbourhood) nor are we trou- 
Bled with Exhorters. The People ſeem to expreſs a greater 
Love for their Miniſter, and a greater Deſire than ever to hear 
th: Hord ; and I hope their unworthy Miniſter has a greater 
Regard than cver for their Souls. 

So that am far from joining with thoſe, who ſay the pre- 
ſent Day in general is a dark Day to our Churches, and looks 
with a melancholly Aſpect. (Tho? to be ſure, for the Divi- 
feons of Reuben there ought to be great Scarchings of Heart; 
and my Soul mourns in ſecret for the Divi/ions of the Houſe 
ot I, and theSeperation there is from ſome of ourChurches) 
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And I freely confeſs that I yerily believe, that there þas . 
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of late and now is, a bleſſed Work of Gor going on in mam 
Parts of this Land, and divine W the Spring of it. And 
it is ſurpriſing to me that any, becauſe of ſome Diſorders, 
ſhould attribute the whole of the glorious Scene to the Delu- 
ſions of the Devil; for I am full in the Opinion that in general 
the preſent Day is a glorious Day of Gop's Grace to NRWÜ . 
ENGLAND. Should be exceeding glad, if at your Interuietu 
(and to this End my Heart's Deſire and Prayer to Almighty 
Gop is that much of the divine Preſence may be with you) 
ſme Method may be taken (as is one propoſed End of your 
Meeting) to guard People againſt ſuch Deluſions & Miſtakes, 
as at ſuch a Seaſon they are in Danger of falling into, and that 
this bleſſed Wark may continue & flouriſh among us.--- I aſk your 
Prayers for me, and my Flock : and am your Servant and 
Brother in the Faith and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 
| | Benjamin Bradſtreet. 

Gloceſter Anniſquam Pariſh June 30. 1743. 


No. XV. From the Rev. Mr. Watts, Paſtor of the 
Church in Raynham, in the County of Briſtol. 


1 Having lately been inform'd by the public Prints, that it 
is the Deſire of a Number of Miniſters in Baſton, and elſe 
where ; that thoſe of their Brethren in the Miniſtry, who are 
convinced, that the preſent Operation upon the Minds and Conſci- 
ences of People in this Land, is rHE WoRK of Gop ; would 
meet in Boſton the Day after Commencement ; to conſult and 
adviſe what may be proper to be done for the promoting this 
good Work, and alſo to prevent thoſe Imprudencies that in 
ſome Places have been ſaid to attend it; my Circumſtances 
will not admit of my coming down ; I therefore thought I 
would write a Line to let you know, that I maſt firmly belicue 
the preſent Operation to be THE WORK of the bleſſed Gop ; 
and I, and many of myCharge, ſhall J hape, for ever bleſs and 
praiſe the great GOD for the great Diſplay of his ſpecial Grace 
be has lately made in this Place, in bringing of manySouls ſavingly 
7 fr. with CHRIST, and embrace him according to the Goſpel 
er. 

As to the Imprudencies and Irregularities that have been ſaid 
to attend this bleſſed Work, 7 can ſay nothing about them; for 
baue ſeen (bleſſed be Gop for it) few if any of them. I 
hould greatly rejoyce, to have any Thing done, that might 
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have a Tendency to promote this Work of the bleſſed Gop 
in this Land, and thro? the World: and ſhould. be willing 
to have myName annexed to any Thing that may be publiſh'd 
for the promoting and encouraging this Work of Gon. In 
the general, I am full in my Thot's with Mr. Edwards in his 
Diſcourſe, upon the preſent Revival of Religion, in five Parts; 
and am willing to have myName ſet to what may be publiſh'd 
conſiſtent with that. | , 

It is my Purpoſe to give in my Teſtimony to this great and 
goodWork,and an Account of the Riſe & Progreſs of it among us, 
in a ſhort Time; and therefore ſhall not now enlarge. Pray- 
ing that the GREAT SHEPHERD may lead his faithful Am- 
baſſadors into ſuch Methods and Meaſures, (on the Day of 
their Convention) whereby his Glory may be advanced, and 

the Kingdom of 0UR LoRD and Saviour JEsSUSCHRIST, 
be made to flouriſh every where, by Souls being brought into 
it: Intreating an Intereſt in your Prayers to Gop for me and 
my Charge ; I ſubſcribe my ſelf your moſt unworthy Servant 
in the Labours of the Goſpel of the BLESSED JESUs. ' 

Kaynham, July 4th. 1743. : Jobn Wales, 


No. XVI. From the Rev. Mr. Hovey, Paſtor of ib. 
2d Church in Rocheſter, in the County of Plimouth. 


T* Compliance with the Deſire of ſome of the Rev. Mini/- 
ters at Boſton, viz.. That the Miniſters of this Land who 
could not be preſent at an appointed /nterview the Day after 
Cammencement, and yet were fully ſatisfied in their own Minds, 
that there has of late been an extraordinary Mor of 60 D', 
SPIRIT upon the Hearts of People in this Land, or a ſpecial 
Revival of Religion in many Places among us, would communi- 
cate their Thoughts in Writing: Theſe are to inform, that 
I the Subſcriber being fully perſwaded that there has been ſuch 
a Mort, ſuch a glorious Out-pouring of the HOLY SPIRIT 
upon our Land of late ; think myſelf obliged in Gratitude, and 
bound in Duty to the GL o RIOS AUTHOR of ſaid Work, to 

join with you in giving Glory and Praiſe unto Him for the ſame 
according to my Capacity. At the ſame Time am ready to 
join with you alſo in bearing proper Te/timony againſt thoſe 
Errors in Doctrine, and Diſorders in Practice that any may 
have been guilty of, or fallen into ſince this bleſſed Revival. 


In a Word, I having ſeen and carefully peruſed a * 
igne 
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ſigned by the Rev. Miniſters of the Eaſtern A/ſociation;of the 
Crunty of York (which I ſuppoſe you have in your Hands) +F 
can readily unite with them in each Article: Altho? I at firſt 
heſitated a little when I came to that Article of ordaining Mi- 
niſters at large, yet when I had pondered upon it and heard 
their Explanation of it, I think I can comply with it in the 
Senſe they intend it: So that I need not be more particular 
in declaring my Sentiments. But earneſtly deſiring an Inte- 
reſt in your Prayers for me and my Flock, Iremain yours in 
the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, | 
Biddeford, June 26. 1743. Ivory Hevey. 


* 


+ See Page 173. nn > i "A 


——_————— CCC I 


An APPENDIX 


Containing ATTESTAT10NS which have come to the 
Committee from ſeveral Paſters ſince the Breaking 
of THE ASSEMBLY. | 


No. I. From the Rev. Mr. ApPpLE TON, Paſtor of the firſt 
Church in Cambridge, in the County of Middleſex. 


| Cambridge, 7uly 18. 1743. 

Reverend Gentlemen, 
HEREAS I was not preſent at the 4//embly of Mini/ers 
in Beſton the Day after Commencement, I do now agrea- 
ble to the Deſire and Propoſal in the publick Prints ſend in the 
following ATTESTATION, containing my Thoughts con- 
cerning the late, and preſent Times, relating to Religion, viz. 
From what I have heard, and from what I have ſeen, and 
obſerved in ſeveral Towns; but more eſpecially in my own 
Flock, I can teſtify that there has been in ſome of the Years 
paſt, a religious Concern among People of all Ages, but more 
eſpecially of the younger Sort, that has been extraordinary. And 
I am perſwaded that the SPIRIT of Gop has been ſtirring up 
Convictions in Multitudes, beyond what has been common. 
And there is Reaſon to hope that greater Numbers than uſual, 
have had gracious ſaving Impreſſions. made upon their Souls; 
which is to be acknowledged to the Glory of Gop's rich and 
tree 
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free Grace. And I am perſwaded from my Acquaintance 
with Miniſters, that this is the Judgment and Opinion of 4 
great Number of them whoſe Names will not be found in this 
public Teſtimony. | 

But then what I look upon as Matter of Lamentation at 
this Day is, that thoſe Convictions as to great Numbers in 
theſe Parts of the Land have dyed away without leaving any 
good Effect upon them. And that through the Weakneſs of 
Aen, and the Subtil'y of Satan, many Errors, Deluſions and 
_ Diſorders have crept into ſome Places, and much of the reli- 
gious Concern is degenerating into Controverſy: 

But I pray God that the 7%imcnies and the Counſels, that 
are or have been given by the Miniſters of CHRIST, may be 
bleſſed for the ſuppreſſing every Tl ing of a threatning Aſpect 
upon theſe Churches: And that we may all be directed to, 
and united in, thoſe Meaſures which Gop will own, and bleſs 
for the further promoting and advancing the Intereft and 
Kingdom of JesUs CHRIST among us, even that Kingdom 
8 which is Ryghteonſneſs and Peace and Jey in the Holy 

oft. 
Nathaniel Appleton; 


No. II. From the Rev. Mr. Pax RRR, Paſtor of the firſ 
Church in Plimpton, in the County of Plimouth. 


Plimpton, July 4. 1743. 


1 Was deſirous if Providence had given Leave to have been 
at the CONVENTION this Meet but my Circumſtances 
are ſuch that I muſt be excuſed. I wou'd therefore by a Line 
ſignify my Thoughts of the York which has of late ſo remark- 
ably appeared among us: And as I have had Opportunity 
of ſeeing and conver/ing with many that have been the Subject 
of this Work, and of obſerving their holy, blameleſs and circum- 
ſpe? Walk and Converſation ; Tam fully convinced that it“ 
no other than a glorious Work of Gop ; and a Day of his great 
Pawer and Grace; and that all are obliged to own and a- 
knowledge it to the Praiſe and Glory of Free Grace. 


( To be continued. ) 
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The Remainder of Mr. Pas k- 5 Atteſtation, 


Am of Opinion that Mr. Edwards has given a faithful 
Account of the gead Wark going on in the in his 
Book intitled, Some Thoughts concerning the preſent Revi- 
val of Religion i in Nx w-EXGLAND : and well obſerves 
that ſuch as reject /uch a Work as he has deſcribed, as not being 
the Work of GoD, muſt reject the Bible, not only in ſome par- 
ticular Paſſages but in the Subſtance of it. Page 60, 61. 
And I think he has impertially conſidered thoſe Things of a bad 
Tendency which attend the preſeat Work of GoD, and which 
need to be corrected and avoided. - 

[have no more to add but my fincere Prayer, that all Chriſt's 
Miniſters who may convene on this great Occaſion, may enjoy 
much of the divine Preſence, and be directed to bear ſuch a 
TesTIMony for Gop in this remarkable Day of his Grace, 
s that (by the Bleſſing of Heaven) it may ſerve to convince 
Gamſayers,and to fill both the Hearts and Mouths of his Saint: 
vith Praiſe and Thank/giving for the great and good Things 
which Gop is doing for this People. 

{ beg Leave to ſubſcribe your Brother in the Work of the 


Goſpel, and humble Servant, | 
| Tn Parker. 


No. III. From the Rev. Mr. Mes ECORE, Paſtor of 
the ſecond Church in Londonderry, in the Province 
of New-H aMp$HIRE. 

Þ was with no ſmall Satisfadtion that I heard of ſuch a Num- 
ber of Miniflers meeting in Bofton the 7th Inſtant, in order 


0 gi76 a UNITED Ts rüber to that glorious Work of 
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GOD's Power and Grace with which he has been graciouſh 
viſiting our Land, | Py 

Tho' my Attendance at the Convention had heen but of 
ſmall Conſequence, yet I ſhould gladly have gone there to 
contribute my Mite, had not a long Journey Eaſttward pre- 
vented me, to the Proſecution of which I was under a previous 
indiſpenſable Obligation. = THEM 

As to the remarkable religious Appearances that have been in 
various Parts of our Land theſe #wo or three Years laſt by gone; 
after the moſt. deliberate and impartial Inquiry have been 
capable of making, endeavouring to give every Thing its due 
Weight in the Ballances of the Sanctuary, I have long ago 
come to the following Concluſion, in which I am daily more 
and more confirm'd ; vis. $a 

That as far as my perſonal Knowledge has reach'd, I Int 
upon theſe religious Appearances in the general to be the RAE 
EFFECTS of Diving INFLUENCE. I have had an Oppor- 
tunity of being perſonally and particularly acquainted with a 
great Number of thoſe who have been the Subjects of religiou; 
Concern in this acceptable Year of the Lord: And when I heat 
them declare what they have experienced on their on Sous 
with Reſpect to Conviction, Humiliation, Illumination tn 
Mind in the Knowledge of CHRIST, together with a buſy) 
conſequent Change they experience in the Mill and Aﬀettions, 
and withal obſerve the Correſpondency of their Lives with 
their profefs*d Experiences; Iam unavoidably led to concluat, 
in a Judgment of Charity of many of them, that they have really 
undergone a ſaving Change. I have long obſerved @ remaris- 
ble Uniformity in the main Strokes of their ſpiritual Concern. 
And more lately have noticed with particularPleaſure, a gredt 
Thirſt after Doctrinal Knowledge, a greater Inſight into ther 
own Hearts, and à Love growing more and more in Knowles! 
and in all Judgment. 7 

As to Errors in Doctrine or Diſorders and Extravagancics 
in Practice that any who have been the Subjects of the Jate 
religious Concern may haye fallen into; J am humbly of Op- 
nion that theſe, if ſuch there be, ought neither to be winked ai 
nor repreſented through 4 Microſcope, but proper Taff imo 
ſhould be born againſt them. Yet in the mean Time think 
they ſhould not be repreſented ten ſold greater than they rea!) 
are, and by this Means the Glory of GOD's Work obſcured 
under a Cloud of imaginary Errors and Diſorders. Form? 
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own Part I have ſeen little or ns Appearance of the Growth of 
Antinomian Errors, or any Thing viſionary or enthuſigſticl, 
either in mine own Congregation or among the People in the 
Nei»bbourhood where I live. Indeed if aſſerting Juſtification 
t Faith alone, and Denying it by the Law as a Covenant 
of Works, while the eternal Obligation of the Law as a Rule 
of Life, is ſtrongly maintained in Practice as well as Profeſſion, 
if this (I ſay) be Antinomian Doctrine; then we have a great 
Growth of Antinomianiſm. Again, if aſſerting the Neceſſity 
of ſupernatural Influence or divine Energy in Converſion, or, 
the Reality of the immediate witneſſing and ſealing of the 
SPIRIT be Euthuſiaſm; then we have a remarkable Spread 
of Enthuſiaſm And in theſe Senſes may Antinomianiſm and 
Enthuſiaſm grow more and more till they overſpread the 
whole Land. 

If you apprehend that the Publication of this Letter, ox 
any Part of it,will be of Service to the glorious Mort of GOD; 
i am willing you ſhould make that Uſe of it. The Subſtance 
thereof being what I truſt (through divine Aſſiſtance) I ſhall 
Aways adhere to, and never be aſhamed of. 

[ ſubſcribe with great Reſpect, one of the meaneſt of your 

Fellow-Labourers in the Vineyard of our commonLord, 
David Mc Gregore. 
Londonderry, July 19th. 1743. 


No. IV. From twelve Rev. Paſtors of Churches in Cox- 
NECTICUT COLONY. 


Norwich, June 23. 1743. 

E the Subſcribers, Miniſters of the Goſpel, in (and in 

the Neighbourhood of) this Town, being occaſion- 
ally met here, have juſt had a Sight of a Paragraph in the 
Weekly Po/t- Boy of the zoth of May laſt, wherein it is pro- 
pos'd by a Number of Miniſters, that ſuch of their Brethren 
a5 are perſuaded there has been of late, an happy Revival of 
Religion in many Parts of the Land, might have an Interview 
at Beſten the Day after the Commencement approaching, and 
deſire that thoſe who may be hindred in Providence, from 
giving their Preſence at the defign'd Interview, wou'd ſend 
their ATTESTATIONS and communicate their Thoughts 
ſcaſonably in Writing. 
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Since we are not like to be at the propos'd Interview, we 
take this Opportunity to ſignify to you that, for our own 
Parts we are abundantly ſatisfied that there has of late, for 
about three Years paſt, been a great and wonderful Revival of 
Religion in the ſeveral Places to which we miniſter, and in diver; 
ethers which we are acquainted with ; wherein, through the 
mighty Power and Grace of GOD, great Numbers of Perſons of 
all Sorts, but eſpecially young People, have been greatly awak- 
ned, deeply convind of Sin; and many, as far as we can judge 
upon careful Obſervation and Examination, truly humbled at 
the Foot of a ſovereign and righteous GOD, and ſavingh 
brought to believe on the Lord IE sus CHRIST for everlaſting 
Life: and have ſince lived ſo as to give Credit and Confirma- 
tion to their Pretenſions; and do now adorn their Profeſſion 
in an humble and holy Life and Chriſtian Converſation ; walking 
in the Fear and Love of GOD, and bringing forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance, in the Exerciſe of the Graces and Vir- 
tues of the Chriſtian Life. 

Although many who have made a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
and Converſion have run into 1mprudent Things, and diſcover'd 
much ſpiritual Pride, by raſh, cenſorious Judgings, haſty Se- 
perations from their Miniſters and Brethren, and ſome have 
embraced wrong Notions and Principles in Religion; (tho' there 
has been /:ttle of that in the Places wherewe live) yet we know 
of great Numbers who have been happily preſerved from ſuch 
Falls and Failings, and who carry themſelves like the meek 
and humble Diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus ; and ſome who 
have been led aſtray through the Subtilty of Satan, have, by 
Glace, been recover'd and in a great Meaſure convinc'd of 
thoſe Follies and Miſtakes, and humbled for the Pride and 
Naughtineſs of their Hearts. And all of a bad 'Tendency 
and Nature that we have ſeen does not give us any Reaſon to 
think that there hag not been a great and glorigus Work of di- 
vine Grace carried on among us, and a great Reformgtion and 
Revival of Religion; for which we deſire to praiſe and adore 
the ſovereign Mercy of Gop. 

Our Time i; now ſhort, and we can't pretend to give a 
particular Account of ihe Work of Gop among our People, 
or of the bad Things which have been the Concomitants of 
this bleſd Mort; yet thus much we thought our ſelves 
menen, 
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Him who is the Author of all Good, to whom be all 
Glory, &c. We are your Brethren, &c. 
Joſeph Meacham, Paſtor of the Church in Coventry. 
Benjamin Lord, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Norwich. 
Hezekiah Lord, Paſtor of a Church in Preſton. 
Solomon Williams, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Lebanon, 
Daniel Kirtland, Paſtor of a Church in Norwich. 
Jabez Wight, Paſtor of a Church in Norwich. 
John Owen, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Groton. 
Samuel Moſeley, Paſtor of a Church in Windham. 
Jonathan Parſons, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Lyme. 
Eleazer Wheelock, Paſtor of a Church in Lebanon. 
Benjamin Pomroy, Paſtor of the Church jn Hebron. 
David Jewet, Poſter of the 24 Church in New-London. 
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FJ HUS we have given our Readers the TESTIMONY and 

ADVICE of the late ASSEMBLY of Paſtors, with the AT- 
TESTATIONS of 43 abſent Paſtors ; as they were publiſhed by 
the ſaid Afſembly*s Committee: To which we may add that we 
are informed by the Rev. Mr. PRINCE, one of the Scribes of 
tha 2 Aſſembly. 


+ That very few of the Miniſters preſent in the late vene- 
© rable Aſſembly complained of Errors or Diſorders in the 
* Congregations they belong'd to: That /everaldeclared they 
had had none from the Beginning; but, in the extraordinary 
© Revival of Religion among their People, the Work had 
been carried on with great Seriouſneſs and Regularity : 
That Others declared, that where there had been ſome Diſ- 
* orders and Miſtakes at firſt in /ome, thro? the great Num- 
© bers ſuddenly and mightily awaken'd, the great Diſtreſs of 
* ſome in their Convictions, the great Joy of others upon 
their laying Hold on CHRIS TH and finding a wondrous 
Change within them, the Frailties of ſome, and the Surprize 
of all; yet in a little while they ſaw and own'd their Miſ- 
takes, came into a more ſettled Way of thinking, ſpeaking 
and behaving, and the Diſorders ceaſed ; Declaring alſo 
that both Errors and Diſorders had been greatly magnified 
and multipled above what they really were in the Congre- 
gations they belong'd to: And that as far as they could 
* learn the greateſt Errors and Diſorders were in thoſe Places 
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s where the Miniſters oppoſed the Work, and thereby loſt 
much of their Reſpect and Influence. | 

To this may be added, That whereas ſeveral of the Rey, 
« Paſtors preſent in the ſaid Aſſembly ſubſcribed the Teftimony 
© ond Advice, as to the Subſtance, others to the Subſtance, Scopy 
« and End; and others without Reſtriction : This ſeemed 
© chiefly to ariſe from this particular Paſſage in the ſaid Ad- 
« vice, via. That Miniſters do not invade the Province of 
c others, and in ordinary Caſes preach in another sPariſhwith- 
«© out his Knowledge and againſt his Conſent.” In which par- 
4 ticular Article ſome of the Paſtors thought that Minifters 
© and others preaching in other Miniſters Pariſhes was not ſuf- 
5 ficrently te/iified againſt. Other Paſtors fear'd that this Ar- 
< ticle was in Danger of being conſtrued and perverted to the 
« great Infringement of Chriſtian and Humane Liberty of Con- 
s ſcience. And other Paſtors apprehended that this Article 
© was ſufficiently guarded by this Limitation to oRDINARY 
Cass: Leaving it to the ſerious Conſcience both of Mi- 
© ni/ters and 6ihers to judge when the Caſes are ordinary or 
not ordinary. . 

And as People of all Denominations and Opinions in the 
© Chriftian World reckon it lawful in many Caſes for Miniſters 
© to preach in the Pariſhes of others without their Knowledge 
and againſt theirConſent : Thus theProteſtants preach in the 
« Pariſhes of Papiſt Miniſters in Hungary, and formerly in 
France; the Preſbyterians, Congregationaliſts, Baptiſts and 
© Quakers in the Pariſhes of Epiſcopalian Miniſters in Ex- 
* land, treland, Virginia, and Carolina; the Epiſcopalians, 
< Baptiſts and Quakers in the Pariſhes of Congregational 
* Minifters in New-Eng/and ; and this Liberty cannot be 
© invaded or denie.] without inhumanly invading the effential 
Rights of Conſcience : So it muſt be left to the ſerious Con- 
feiences both of Miniſters and People: And in the free Ex- 
erciſe of Conſcience they are doubtleſs to be indulged with 
great Tenderneſs, Meekneſs and Forbearance ; as every 
Man deſires to be indulged in the Liberty of his own Cen- 
* ſcience. 
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To the Atteſtations recuted {rom the ſaid Commultee, we winid 
add ſeme others (communicated to us) from other Rev. Paſtors 
beth ef this and the neighbouring Province, which may be d 
aten as a Continuation of the ſame Teſtimony, N 

0. 
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No. I. From the Rev. Mr. Blur, Paſtor of th: Church 
in Newcaltle, in the Province of NEWũ.HAus HRE, 
to a Miniſter i in Boſton. 


Rev. Sir, | | 
AVING been confin'd by Sicknef for ſome Weeks paſt 
I heard nothing of the Intention the Miniſters had of 
convening at Boſton on the 7th Inſtant, till the Day on which 
they convened. 
could heartily have joined with them in 55 ing Teſtimony 
to what I have been long eonvinc d is a great Diſplay of 60 5 
Grace in this and ſeveral neighbouring 'Pariſhes, particularly at 
York and Portſmouth : And alſo in declaring againſt thoſe 
Errors in Doctrine and Diſorders in Practice that have been 
or may yet be prevailing to blemiſh or obſtru& it in any 
Parts of the Land, 

The Pariſh I am ſettled in is ſmall ; but GOD has I hope 
by the Influences of his gracious Spirit, made his Word 
and Ordinances effectual to the convincing and converting 2 
con/ederable Number among, us. | 

The Awakening in Months paſt was almft univerſal : Fear 
ſeem'd to fall onevery Soul; pr 0s Enquiry was, What 
ſpall I do to be ſaved? 

And altho' I have Reaſon to fear the Impreſſions are in 

a great Meaſure worn off from ſome; yet the laſting good 
Effects on many I think very conſiderable, and for which I de- 
kre to adore the rich and free Grace of GOD: 

Fifty have been added to our Communion in about the Space 
of two Years ; and moſt of them appear to have their Conver ſu- 
tion as becometh the Goſpel. 

Same of thofe who. were Profeſſors before this remarkable 
Day of GOD's Viſitation, have been of late much quickned and 
mpg And others, being convinced of their #ormality in 

Times paſt, declare how they have felt the Porwer of GOD's 
Grace upon their Souls. 

My Heart's Deſire and Prayer to GOD is, that he would 
ſtill more abundantly pour out his SpIRIT upon his People, 
and his Bleſſing on their Offspring; and that in Mercy he 
would heal the Diviſions of Churches ; and put an End to 
thoſe Differences that have of late ariſen, eſpecially among 
the Miniſters of GOD's Word ; and. that all who love our 
Loxp JEsUs in Sincerity may have their Hearts united, and 


their 
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their Hands ſtrengthened to promote that Religion which is 

pure and undefiled before GOD amdthe FATHER. Deſiring 

your Prayers for me who am lels than the leaſt of all Saints, 
Jam Rev. Sir, your unworthy Friend and Servant, in the 

Faith and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, | 

ER Jonun BLunt, 

New-Caftle, in NEw-HamMpsSHIRE, 4 

July 26th. 1743. 


No. II. From the Rev. Mr. Rv6cLes, Paſtor of the 
ſecond Church in Middleborough, in the County. of 
Plimouth, 10 4 Miniſter in Boſton. 


Reverend and dear Sir, | A 
R Elating to the Revival of Religion, & c. I would give you 
this ſhort and plain Account. As to the R:/e; On the 
13th of Augu/t in the Year 1741. we had in our Precinct a 
Day of Faſting and Prayer on theſe two Accounts, viz. 1. For 
the Revival of Religion, and 2. for Rain, it being a very dry 
Seaſon: We invited in to our Help the Rev. Mr. Thacher of 
Aliddleborough, the Rev. Mr. Ruggles of Rocheſter, and the 
Rev. Mr. Wales of Raynham. The Day was attended with 
very great Solemnity ; and the Anſiuer was very remarkable, 
and we may ſay, as Iſaiah 65. 24. Mpile they are yet ſpeak- 
ing, 1 will hear; For a very confiderable Supply of Rain 
was ſent us that Day. And as to the Revival of Religion ; a 
wonderful Seriouſneſs diſcovered in ſome that was more than 
common. I obſerved from that very Time there was an appa- 
rent Difference in Relation to Perſons attending the publick 
Worſhip, and a greater Regard to the Sanctification of the Sab- 
bath. Some Time after this, Convictions gradually proceeded, 
and openly evident: many of which I have all poſſible Reaſon 
to think ended in /ound Converſion. A conſiderable Number. 


among us joining themſelves to the Church; their regular 
Converſations evidencing their Sincerity. As to the Sorts of 


Perſons ; I muſt ſay it was very much on young ones of both 
Sexes. Alſo ſome who before had profeis'd themſelves of 
contrary Opinions were now reclaimed and brought off: Pray- 
erleſs, to be prayerful in their Families. : 


(To be continued.) 
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The Remainder of Mr. Rucct.zs's Atteſtation. 
T.. ſtill are evident Manife/tations of the Power and 


Grace of God among us. Religion is more peculi- 
arly the Subject of private Converſation : and religious 
Aſſemblies are ſet up, both by young & old Perſons, and ſpent in 
Prayer, finging Praiſes to GoD, and religious Conferences. 
From your humble Servant, 
Middleborough, Auguſt BENJAMIN RUGGLES» 
4th. 1743. 

P. S. Rev. Sir, Altho* ſome Perſons from the Diſorders 
and Declenſions which have appeared in ſome particular Perſons 
who evidenced their Canvictions by Outcries, &c. have thought 
this Mork not to be a Work of God's ſpecial Grace and 
Prof of the Revival of Religion; yet I muſt declare my 
Opinion otherwiſe; and ſay I am full in it, and verily believe, 
that it is a very remarkable Day of GO D's Grace and plentiful 
Cut. pouring of his Hol SPIRIT on his People. | 

Teſtified by me Benjamin RUGGLEs, Paſtor of the 
ſecond Church in Middleborough. 


AnAccount of the late Propagation of Religion at Maſterly and 
Charle/lown in Ryont-IsLanD Col oN v, in a Letter from 
the Rev. Mr. PAR Rs Paſtor of aChurch newlygathered there, 


To the Publiſher of the CHRISTIAN HIS TOR. 


WV:terly and Charles Town, RRODE-ISLAND Colony, 
8 Auguſt 1. 1743. 
dir, 
A <<ording to your Deſire, I here communicate to you 
ſome general Account of the Lord's Viſitation of tbis Place, 
Working Salvation in the midſt of it. 
Cc And 


* 
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And as it was the Occaſion of the fir/? planting of a Church 
in this Place, it may ſerve to give Light, and ſet forth the 
Gloiy of the Lokp, to give ſome general Account of Goy', 
providentral Dealings towards us from the Beginning of my Mi- 
. rf 

1 May 1733. I was ſent by the Honourable and Reverend 
the Co9n:!fſioners for the Indian Affairs, to preach the Goſpel 
to the INDIANS and ſuch of the Engliſh as would attend. 

At my Arrival I found a comfortable Appearance of Hu- 
manity and Courteſy among the People: But a Spirit of Pro- 
faneneſs and Irreligion awfully prevailing. My Judgment 
concerning my /elf is, That I was a moral religious Perſon, 
but extremely in the Dark as to the May of Salvation by 
CHRIST. 

I laboured in the Work of the Miniſtry with ſome Labori- 
ouſneſs and Faithfulneſs in the Diſcharge of myTruſt : Endea- 
vouring to reduce the People to Order, and the Practice of 
the Duties of Religion both moral and inſtituted ; by proving 
bath, and eſtabliſhing them upon as firm a Baſis as poſſible, 
both from Reaſon and Scripture ; and preſſing them to Prac- 
tice by the frenge/t Motives I could. And in that Method | 
miniſtred among the People for ſeveral Years ; but all invain: 
There appeared no Impreſſions of Religion and Virtue upon 
their Minds. But the more I laboured and contracted an 
Acquaintance, the more I ſaw of their Iniquity abounding: 
which was very diſcouraging ; that I could by no Means 
prevail upon them to be better, but that they rather grew 
worſe. 

And Gop was graciouſly pleaſed not to ſuffer me to over- 
look ny ſelf ; but by H1s SPIRIT made Application to me, 
and led me into the ſecret Imagery of my own Heart: And 
there I had as hard Labour to repair the Breaches which Sin 
had made, as among others. And tho? I had been ſomewbat 
indo&rinated in Goſpel-Truths, and had a Work of Convifiicn 
ſo far graciouſly carried on in me, that I could by no Mears 
embrace the ArminianPrinciples at large; yet ſomething | had 
ſecretly imagining, that there was ſomething in Men to begin tuill, 
and that Goſpel Grace came to make perfect But could not get to 
that Pitch as to think my ſelf ripe for Grace, and with any 
Confidence lay Claim to it; becauſe I found my Works were 
no better before Gop. But it pleaſed Gon to come cloter 


to me {till, and bring all into a ruinous Heap; till Gop * 
graciouily 
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graciouſiy pleaſed to give me to ſee his Glory in the Face of 
jesus CHRIST, and diſcover @ new and living Way to the 
FaTHER, Which is JESUS CnrIsT. 

The Glory of a SOVEREIGN Gop ſhined bright in diſpe/ing 
the Intere/ts of Mankind as he had done both in the fir/? and 
75 and ADAM. 

I ſaw then, that the Way to help. forward the Good of Han- 
lind, was not to go to repairing and mending, but to pull down 
as faſt as I could, becauſe there was 10 Foundation at all: and 
acc:rding to the Manifeftation of THE SPIRIT given me to profit 
withal, I Iaboured to ſhew forth the total Ruin of the fir? 
Alam, and the compleat Reſtoration in the ſecond. 

ily 1iniftry then began to be more contemptible that L was 
ſo much upon Original Sin and E kia, Doctrines extremely 
abhor'd by the People. They could bear egal Preaching, 
tho* it was a Miniſtration of Condenmaticn : fo long as they 
could keep any Hape in themſelves, Satan and à corrupt Heart 
would carry Men along pretty comfortably ; by flattering 
them either that what was preſſed upon them, was not a Duty, 
or not to be done by them who were not fully perſuaded in 
their own Mind, however obligatory to ſuch as were, or that 
in due Time they would engage in the Practice of their Duty. 

But when they came to be told, that THEY could do no- 
Ping; 3 That all THEY did or could do ſigniſied nothing toward 

their eternal Salvation : But all the Concerns of their Salvation 
were taken 1wholly out of their Hands and put into the Hanis of 
the LoRD JESUS CHRIST, and that THEY mr/t come to 
Hin, and take that Free Grace that the Goſpel of the bleſſed 
Gop /ets forth in IEsus CHRIST, or be damned to all Eter- 
zity ; This, tho' their imaginary Power was of no Ad- 
vantage, for they would not try to exert it; yet when it was 
denied them, ſtirred up their Indignation. 

But I know it was God's own Scheme, and muſt be Man's, 
if ever he attained to Gop or Gedlineſs. 

And therefore, tho” in much Weakneſs, Unbelicf and Un- 
aithfulneſs, I was by the Grace of Gon enabled in a Meaſure 
to contend for the Faith, and aſſert the great Doctrines of Grace 
for ſome Years. And the more I continued therein, the more 
op gave me to know the My/teries of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
de more I ſaw the Gliry of God therein, and was enabled 


V ſpeak with more Boldneſs. 
S6 Yet 
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Yet Satan and a corrupt Heart deceived me, and got an 
Advantage, and kept me from making full and particular Ap. 
plication to Souls, by declaring what their State, according to 
their Profeſſion and Practice was: But was ready to ſay when 
it came to that, that I hope] better Things, and Things which 
accompanied Salvation, tho” I thus ſpake ; leſt it ſhould raiſe 
their Prejudices, and they ſhould wholly ſhut out the Word, 
Such a fair Shew Satan put on. 

But a good and gracious Gop, who leads his People thro? 
dark Paths, would not ſuffer me to continue thus deceived: 
But taught me to bring his Truth more cloſe, and miniſter 
it fur Gon, and according to his Direction, and leave the 
Event with him. And convinced me, that, Truth muff be 
brought ta every Man's Cinſcience, or the Soul could never be 
made free. And therefore I now endeavoured to come to the 
Conſcience of every Man, and bring the Truth of Gop there, 
And this fretted them ſtill more. 

I had by my Acquaintance with People in ſome Meaſure 
recommended my ſelf to their Affections and Eſteem ſo far as 
to be accounted an hone/? Man that meant well, but wild in 
my Nations about Religion : that they did not wholly reject 
me, tho* they became apparently more eſtranged from me: 
But I was reſolved, through Grace, to go on boldly in the 
Cauſe of God and T ruth, till I ſaw what the End would be. 

And it pleaſed Gop in his Providence to bring the Revd. 
Mr. Gilbert Tennent this Way, both going and coming in his 
Travel through New-EnGLAND. Going he preached aSer- 
mon to a Number of the People from Math. 11. 28. And 
coming back, to a Number more, from Gen. 3. 9. which laſt 
more * eſpeciall y rouſed up the People, and filled ſome with 
great Wrath: and it raiſed the Prejudices of People the more 
2 gainſt me, for concurring in the ſame Teſtimony; but all 
terved to keep their Conſciences ſomething more awake. 
Now my #larers became very ſlack about coming to Meet- 
ing: ſeldom above Ten, Twenty, or T/;r:y Souls appeared at 
the public Aſſembly ; ſometimes not ſo many : and if the 
Weather was ſo as they could have any Excuſe, many Times 
none at all. Yet Conſcience was ſtirring. And if theſe 
Things were true, they muſt be wrong they knew. And tho' 
they f.  ght againſt the Truth, they could not overcome, 
And the Lox b enabled me as I had Opportunity more earn- 
eltly to maintain his Truth, and giye no Place to Oppo, 


? 
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Till ſometime after God in his Providence ſent the Revd. 
Mr. James Davenport over toNEw-ENGLAND. He preach'd 
at Stonington adjacent to us. I went my ſelf, and diverſe 
from this Place to hear him. I had heard many ſtrangeThings 
of him, and ſtrange Effects of his preaching. I went to meet 
him ſome Way before he came to the Mezting- Houſe > And 
upon their coming of N Proceſſion ſinging an Hymn, the dread 
Majefly of Gor ſeemed to fill Heaven and Earth; and à So- 
Jemnity appeared in the Countenances of all. He preach'd a plain 
and awakening Sermon, from John 5. 40. I heard nothing 
extraordinary, but the wholſome Truths of the Goſpel, and 
expected no extraordinary Effect, when to my Surprize their 
was 4 Cry all over the Meeting-Houſe. I went about and in- 
quired of one and another the Meaning of their Out- cry: And 
when I came to underſtand the inward and ſecret Spring 
thereof, viz. A deep Convidtion of Sin; I could not but ſay, 
This is the Loxb's Doing and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 
Several of our People were pricted to the Heart; who heard 
him give another additional Teſtimony to the Truth, and ſaw 
the wonderful EffeCts of it. And ſeveral attended his Miniſtry 
longer there, and returned deeply wounded. | 

And tho? the ſhining Light ſeemed to darken me, as to my 
own Experiences; yet the Loxp ſtrengthened me to plead 
for his Truth, the Witneſs of which, Ihad in myſelf. There 
continued a Shaking among many dry Bones and ſuch then 
would generally come to hear me preach, 

There continued much of the working of Gop's migh 
Power atSTONINGTON. And many were hopefully brought 
out of Darkneſs into GoD's marvellous Light. 

And ſeveral of them were moved to te/ify and exhort athers 
to fly for Refuge to lay hold of the Hope ſet before them. 
Upon firſt hearing of this, I diſapproved of it in myſelf, and 
had diverſe Objections againſt it. 

But providentially a Number of them came to hold a Meet- 
ing at a remote Part of I/e/terly : And one of my Friends who 
I truſt had been under the ſaving Operations of Gop'sSp IRI 
informed me of his Thoughts to go and hear them, and invite 
them to his Houſe and hold a Meeting there, I conſented 
provided he found them to his liking : and propoſed myſelf to 
come and hear them. 5 

Accordingly on the 21ſt of January, 1747, 2. having had a 
Lecture the Night before at a remote Part of I gſterhy, Number 
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of the new born Children of Gop came to me: Here they 
prayed and gave a Mord of Exhortation : They appeared hum- 
ble, and the Power of Gon ſeemed to accompany then, 

I went with them to the Place, where they ho) ap- 
pointed to meet in the Evening. I joined with them and 
began with Prayer. They gave ſome Declaration of the 
Fork of Gon upon their Hearts, in converting them to Bop, 
and exhorted the People to come to the Lond HFESUSC HY. 
And I gave public Teſtimony that this was the true Grace of 
Gop which they ſet forth, and encouraged them to bear tue 
Teſtimony of Jeſus among the People. Many were greatly 
enraged at them, and at me for countenancing hem: But I 
thought the true Gract of Gop muſt not be oppoſed, but en- 
couraged where-ever Gop was beſtowing it, and hig ver he 
was ſending i it. So that none of theſe Tings moved me. I 
was with them the next Day likewiſe : The Power „t Bop 
appeared accompanying them: and I was myſelſ ſti eng thened 
and lifted up by their Means. 

Upon the 28 Day of the Month, having been to Stoning- 
ten to viſit and aſſiſt the Rev. Mr. Fiſb, upon a Lecture, I 
was accompanied home by Number of Converts ; and there 
being a conſiderable Concourſe of People, we went into the 
Meeting- Houſe. We prayed, and ſeveral gave a Word of Ex- 
bertatim : And there was ſome-what of the Power of Gon 
viſible among the People; ſome crying ent under a Senſe of 
their nf and undine Condition, 

Upon the 29th of Jannary, 1741, 2. The Rev. Mr. Eells 
of Stonington came and preached an awakening Sermon from 
Amos 6. 1. After which I declared publickly, that? ary had 
a Mord of Labortation to ſay, they were defired ta ſay on. 
Several Chriſtians, gave a Word of Exhortatian, Gop began 
then to work more powertully : ſeveral were pricked to "the 
Heart Two hopefully received Light and Comfort that 
Day: The Way was opened to the FATHER in C:1R1ST 
3 They had a Meeting in the Evening at ſuch a Diſtance 
that I could not attend it. The wonderful Power of Gon 
was ſaid to be viſibly manifeſted : ſeveral were pricked to the 
Heart, crying out, IL is me : and ſeveral broken Hearts 
were healed. 

Upon the 31/4. being Lord's-Day, ſome Brethren from 
Stonington returned to keep Sabbath with us. We had a 


Meeting alſo in the Evening. There was great . : 
ut 
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But Gon ſhew'd himſelf victorious; and ſeveral were wounded 


in Spirit, and one Negro hopefully rznewed. 

Febrivary Iſt. and 2d. We had Meetings. The Lord was 
preſenc t. kill and make alive. And in this Time the Number 
bt efutly converted was fifteen Souls. 

] coatinued frequent Lectures, (beſides Sabbath Exerciſes) 
anne Engliſb & Indians : Had frequent Help from Miniſters 
and Extorterss The Lokxp continuing to work Salvation 
amo g us. 

Be tore this Day of Gopꝰ's Power, there was not (as far as 

2 1 learnt) one Houſe of Prayer in the Place, in two large 
7; «015 containing ſome Hundreds of Families, nor any that 
proteiied the Faith of Gon's own Operation, or the true 
D: trines of Grace. 

Now when the Lok p ſet up his Sanctuary in the midſt of 
us, thoſe Heads of Families, who had been the happy Subjects 
of his Grace, immediately /et up the Worſhip of Gon in their 
Houſes; reading, praying and ſinging the Praile of Goy in 
Palms, Hymns and ſpiritual Songs. They were brought ſur- 
prizingly to know the Doctrine of the Grace of Gov 3 ; ſuch 
as beiore had counted it Fooliſhneſs: and their Souls were 
thereby quickned towards Gop. 

They became earneſtly engaged to come into Covenant with 
the Lok 1» and one another in the e Fellowſhip of the Goſpel. 

Accordingly upon the 29th of April, 1742. a Number of 
them ſet a-part a Day ef Faſting and Prayer, to implore the 
Direction and Biethng of Go. , in ſettling Goſpel- Worſhip 
and Ordinances among them. 

And upon the 579 of ax, they were formed i intoa Churtb- 
State, by the ¶ iſlance of a Council of Miniſlers and Delegates 
trom Stonington. 

And upon Auguſt the 13h 1742. through much Oppoſition 
became an organized Boay : when by the Providence of Gon, 
I was erdained to the paſtoral Office over them. May the 
LORD walk in the midſt of this his Golden Candleftick, 
and hold his Star in his OS Hand, feed and lead and lit us 
vp forever. 


* We ſuppoſe, that WESTERLY is lately divided into two 
Towns ; one named Charle//own, and the other retaining 
the Name of I gſteriy, and that Mr. Parks Congregation 


conſiſts of People belonging to Bath. 
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The LORD has added daily to the Church, ſuch we hope as 
ſpall be ſaved. The Number of Profeſſors firſt entring into 
the Bonds and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, was fourteen Souls, 
eight Males and fix Females, all Engliſh : Since which Time 
have been joined to our Communion twenty-two Perſons, be- 
ſides two that have been recommended from other Churches. 
Of thoſe added fix are Indians, and two Negroes. | 

They all in ſome good Meaſure appear hopefully to continue 
in the Grace of GOD, and with Purpoſe of Heart to cleave to 
the LORD; approving themſelves the true and faithful Di/- 
ciples of the Lok» JESUS CHRIST, thro” manifold Tempta- 
tions preſſing forward toward the Mark, growing in Grace, and 
in the Knowledge of our Lok D and SAviouR JEsUsSCHRIST, 
None have run into ſcandalous Living, or Hetrodoxy of Opi- 
nion, to bring any Reproach upon Chriſtianity, (the LORD 
have the Praiſe) but have manifeſted, under all Temptations 
and Toſſings of the Adverſary, hopeful Tokens of Stedfaſtneſs 
of Heart. 

The LORD in the Beginning of his Viſitation, was graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to ſhew fome Tokens for Good towards the 
Is bIANs, and ſingled out ſome of them for Monuments of his 
free and ſovereign Grace. 

But the Power of GOD began to be moſt remarkable 
among the Body of them upon Feb. b. 1742, 3. when upon the 
Lerd's Day, a Number of Chriſtian Indians from Stonington 
came to viſit the Indians here: I went in the Evening after the 
publick Worſhip of GOD to meet them, and preach a Lec- 
ture to them. 

The LORD gave me to plead with him that his Kingdom 
might be ſeen coming with Power among the Indians. The 
LORD I truſt began to anſwer even in the Time of Prayer. 
After which we ſung an Hymn. The Glory of the LORD 
was manifeſted more and more. The Enlightened among 
them had a great Senſe of ſpiritual and eternal Things: A 
SPIRIT of Prayer and Supplication was poured out upon 
them; and a SPIRIT of Condiction upon the Enemies of Gon. 

I attempted to preach from 2 Cor. 6. 2. but was unable to 
continue my Diſcourſe by Reaſon of the Outcry. I therefore 
gave it up: And as I had Opportunity offered a Word of Ex- 
hortation, as the Lord enabled me. I ſpent the Evening until 


late with them. 
(Ta be finiſhed in our next.) 
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The Remainder of Mr. Park's Account. 


T's Indians continued together all Night, and ſpent 

the moſt of the next Day and Night together : And 
it continued a wonderful Time of Gop's Power. 

And from that Time the Indians were generally ſtirred up to 
{eek after eternal Life. They flocked more to the Houſe and 
Verſpip of Gop, than they were wont to do to their Frolicts. 
They remain earneſtly enquiring after GOD: and appear 
many of them hopefully to have found the LORD. And 
there are Tokens for Good that the LORD is preparing the 
Way, and gathering Numbers of them into the Kingdom, of 
nis dear SON, 

Tho' the Evidences of Grace do not appear ſo clearly in 
many of them, as through Grace it has done in ſome others; 
yet they manifeſt a Senſe of the Darkneſs and Wickedneſs of 
their former State, and a Deſire to live to GOD for Time to 
come. 

They have forſaken their Dances and drunken Frolicks, 
appear ſober and ſerious, very diligently attend the preaching 
of the Nord of Gon and Prayer. And great Encouragement 
appears that Gop is ſhedding forth among them more and 
more Goſpel-Truth and Grace. | 

There was not above zen or twelve Indians that uſed to come 
to Meeting at all; and they very negligently. 

There is now naar an Hundred that come very conſtantly, 
and attend very ſeriouſly, and I hope to profit. ** the 
Loxp carry on his Work to Perfection. 

think it is a true Remark ; that when the. LORD has at 
*ny Time come in Power _—_ * hg has appeared to ſeize upon 

a 
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a Number of Souls by @ SPIRIT of Co vicriox, and then 
almoſs ceaſe and withdraw HIS SPIRIT of CONVICTION, and 
in his own Time and Way TRANSLATE theft Souls into the 

glorious Liberty of the Sons of GOD. an 
There are but few, if any among us of Engl/h, that have 
been brought into the Light of the Goſpel, but were in the 
Beginning laid hold of by the Power of Gop ; and after grea- 
ter or leſſer, longer or ſhorter Struggling, have been brought 
to bow the Knee to the Name of JesUus.  _ a 
And ſome there are that ſeem to have been caſt into the 
River Jordan, and there to remain ſtill: And which Side they 
will come out at, or whether they will drown there, muſt be 
left with the LoR PD to determine. AMEN. | 
I am, Sir, yours, 
JoskPH Park, | 

r 


Ar TESTAT ION to Mr. Parts Account. 


V the Subſcribers having had our Birth and Education 
in Meſterly in RHoDE-IsL AND Coro v, and having 
had Acquaintance with the State of this Place before, and 
through Grace ſince the Lord's Viſitation of it in his mighty 
Power ; and having heard and conſidered the incloſed Narra- 
tive, do give our ATTESTATION to the Truth thereof, accord- 
ing to the beſt of our Knowledge and Judgment. 
h Stephen Babcock, 
Joſeph Pendleton, 
Ezekiel Gavil, jun. 
William Pendleton. 


N. B. To the Aceounts above we may add, that the Num- 
ber of Paſtors ſubſcribing and atteſting to a remarkable Revival 
of Religion, thro* an extraordinary divine Influence in many 
Parts of the Land, as Publiſhed by the Committee of the late 
venerable Aſſembly, was One Hundred and Eleven; to which 
we have added Three more - communicated to us ſince ; in 
all One Hundred and Fourteen : Of which are Two of the Five 
Congregational Miniiters in RHopt-IsL anpD-CoLoky ; 
Nine belong to the Province of Ne w-HamesHIRE ; Twelve 
to the Colony of CONNECTICUT ; the other Ninety One to 
the Province of the MAassAcHustTTs-BAy. Of theſe 
One Hundred and Fourteen, there are Minety /ix who took 17 
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| „ 
fot Degree of Batcheltir of Arts at one or other of our Colleges 
above ten Lars ago, beſides the Rev. Mr, Moorhead and theRev. 
Mr. McGregore, who are Gentlemen of a Liberal Education; 
of theſe Ninety Six there are Fifty Six who took their De- 
gree above twenty Years ago; and of theſe Fifty Six there are 
Twenty Six who took their firſt Degree above thirty Years ago. 
And as there had doubtleſs been many more Atteftations from 
Paſtors of CONNECTICUT, if the Propoſal which was pub- 
liſhed had reach'd Them ſeafonably ; ſo we doubt not but 
ſeveral will hereafter ſend them, which we ſhall faithfully 
communicate. 


hg — — 3 
* * 


An Extradt from a Letter of the Reverend and eminent Mr. 
MWilliſon of Dundee in SCOTLAND, to a Miniſter in Beſlon, 
juſt received by the Way of London. 


Dundee April 25. 1743. 
R. & D. B. | FO 


| Wrote you at ſome Length in Febr.laſt by Capt, Frazer--- 
ſhall add nothing but to tell you that there are ſtill con- 
ſilerable Awakenings and great Reformations in ſeveral Pa- 
11/hes in the Net of SCOTLAND 3 many praying Societies 
{ct up, and Ordinances better attended than before. 

. I hope you will be ready to concur with other Brethren 
to ſend us a true Account of the late and preſent Work with 
you, becauſe of the many Papers publiſh'd here to Diſcredit 
it, as if it was Deluſion and Diabolical: and ſome of theſæ 
Papers (they ſay) come from Beton. But we need not be 
much ſurprized at them, when we ſee they ſpeak as calum- 
niouſly of the Work here, to which we are Eye-Witneſſes, 
have ſent you a printed Letter of mine concerning Rel:- 
g10us Socteties * Let me know if theſe abound with you, 
May the Pleaſure of the Lord proſper in your Hands. 


I am 

| R. & D. B. 
Your's moſt affectionately in the Lord, 
J. WIIILIsO. 


The 
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The 8 Extract from tne excellent Mr. Bax TEN “T 
Chriſtian Directory. As it ſhews the Importance of a 
lively, ſearching and powerful, as well as laurned Miniſtry, 
we apprehend it to be one of thoſe many Directions at this 
Day needful, which his Writings ara thought to afford, and 
to be mere worthy of Nutice becauſe formed on long Experience 
and Obſervation. | | 

Direction 


F it be in your Power, live under a judicious, faithful, ſerious, 
: ſearching, powerful Miniſter ; and diligently attend bis pub- 
lick Teaching, and uſe his private Counſel for more particular 
Directions and Application, for the ſettling and managing the 
Affairs & your Souls; even as you take the Advice of Phi 
fer your Health, and of Lawyers for your Eſtates, and Tutor 
for your Studies. 

I. I give this Direction only to, thoſe that may enjoy fo 
great a Mercy if they will. Some live where no ſuch Mini- 
ſter is : Some are Children, or Servants, or Wives, that are 
bound and cannot remove their Habitations, or enjoy ſuch Li- 
berty, by Reafon of the Unwillingneſs and Reſtraint of others. 
Some are ſo poor, that they cannot remove their Dwelling for 
ſuch Advantages. And ſome are fo ſerviceable in theirPlaces, 
that they may be bound to ſtay under a very weak Miniſtcr, 
that they may de Goad ts others, where they have beſt Oppor- 
tunity. But let him that can be free, and poſſeſs ſo great a 
Mercy, accept it thankfully, though to his Coſt. As Chriſt 
ſaid in another Caſe, Every Man cannot merive this Saying ; 
but he that can receive it, let him. 

2. There is abundance of Difference between a weak, un- 
ſkilful, unexperienced, dead-hearted, formal Teacher, and 
ſuch a one as is deſcribed in the Direction. Some that are 
ſenſeleſs or indifferent in ſuch Matters as theſe themſelves, 
would perſwade you to be ſo too, and look firſt in your Set- 
tlement to your bodily Conveniencies, and be content with 
ſuch a Teacher as accidentally you are cit upon, And they“ 
tell you, that the Work of Grace dependeth not on the 
Preacher's Gifts, but on the Gift and Blefling of the Spirit of 
God: The Formalifts and the Enthuſigſts concur in this, tho 
from different Principles: But tho* God can fruſtrate the 
fitteſt Means, and can work without Means,or by that which 
is leaſt fitted to the End, yet it is his ordinary Way to work 
by Means, and that for the Soul as well as for the Body; and 
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to work mo/t by the apteſt Means. And J am ſure it is the 
Duty of every Teacher, to preach in the fitteſt Manner that he 
can, for the People's Edification ; and not to do God's Work 
deceitfully, and ineptly, becauſe God can bleſs the unfitteſt 
Means: And it is the People's Duty to attend upon the beſt 
they can enjoy, tho: God can equally work by the weakeſt or 
by none. As that Pretence will not excuſe the Contemners 
of God's Ordinances, that upon every little Buſineſs, ſtay at 
Home, and attend upon no Miniſtry at all, no more will it 
excuſe them, that refuſe that Help that is moſt ſuited to their 
Edification, and take up with a worſe, when they might have 
better. We are not to neglet Duty upon a preſumptuous 
Expectation of miraculous or extraordinary Works: When 
we can have no better, we may hope for the greater Benefit 
from the weakeft ; but not when it is the Choice of our own 
preſumptuous irreligious Hearts. God can make Daniel and 
his Companions to thrive better by eating Pulſe, than others 
that fed at the Table of the King : And rather than fin againſt 
God, we muſt caſt our ſelves on him for unuſual Supplies, or 
leave all to his Will. But few would therefore be perſwaded 
cauſelefly to live on Pulſe, when they may have better. And 
one would think this Truth ſhould have no Contradiction, 
eſpecially from thoſe Men, that are apt to obſcure and extenu- 
ate the Spirit's Operations on the Soul,and to confeſs no Grace, 
but what conſiſteth in a congruous Ordination of Means and Cir- 
cumſtances : When their Doctrine layeth all a Man's Hopes 
of Salvation upon this Congruity of Means and Circumſtances, 
ſhould they afterwards teach Men to undervalue or neglect 
the fitteft, and wilfully caſt their Souls upon the maſt unfit and 
unlikely Means? But Ungedlineſs firit reſolveth what to ſpeak 
ggainſt, before it reſolveth what to ſay ; and will contradict 
God's Mord, tho? it contradict its own : And will oppoſe Ho- 
lineſs, tho* by a ſelſoppoſing. | 
3. But the ſpiritual Reliſh and Experience of the Godly, is 
2 very great Preſervative to them againſt ſuch deluding Rea- 
ſonings as theſe. It's harder for a Sophiſter of the greateſt 
vubtilty or Authority to perſwade him that hath taſted them, 
that Sugar is bitter, or Wormwood ſweet, than to perſwade 
tim to bclieve it, that never taſted them: And. it's hard to 
make a healthful Man believe that it is beſt for him to eat but 
once a Week, or beſt to live on Graſs or Straw. I doubt not 
but thoſe that now I ſpeak to, have ſuch Experience and Per- 
ception 
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ception of the Benefit of a judicious & lively Miniſtry, in Com- 
pariſon of the ignorant, cold &lifeleſs, that no Words will make 
them indifferent herein. Have you not found the Miniſtry of 
the one Sort to enlighten, and warm, and quicken, & comfort, 
and ſtrengthen you, much more than of the other? I am ſure [ 
have the common Senſe and Experience of the Faithful on my 
Side in this, which were enough of it ſelf againſt more than can 
be faid againſt it. Even new-born Babes in Chriſt have in their 
new Natures a Deſire (not to ſenſeleſs or malicious Pratings, 
but) to the rational ſincere Milk, that they may grow by it, and 
to perform to God a rational Service, Rom. 12. 1. 

4. And it muſt needs be a very proud or ſtupid Heart that 
can be fo inſenſible of its own Infirmity, Sinfulneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity, as to think the weakeſt, dulleſt Miniſter may ſerve 
their Turns, and that they are able to keep up their Life and 
Vigour, and Watchfulneſs, and Fruitfulneſs, with any little 
ordinary Help : I cannot but fear ſuch Men know not what 
the Power and Efficacy of the Word upon the Heart and Con- 
ſcience meaneth : Nor what it is to live a Life of Faith and 
Holineſs ;- and to watch the Heart, and walk with God, If 
they did, they could not but find fo much Difficulty herein, 
and fo much Backwardneſs and Unikilfulneſs in themſelves 
hereto, as would make them feel the Neceſſity of the greateſt 
Helps; And it could not be but they muſt feel the Difference 
between a clear & quickning Sermon, and an ignorant, heart- 
leſs, dead Diſcourſe, that is ſpoken as if a Man were talking 
in his Sleep, or ofa Matter that he never underſtood, nor had 
Experience of. 

5. Alas, How apt are the beſt to cool, if they be not kept 
warm by a powerful Miniſtry? How apt to loſe the Hatred 
of Sin, the Tenderneſs of Conſcience, the Fervency in Prayer, 
the Zeal and Fulneſs in edifying Diſcourſe, and the Delights 
and Power of hcavenly Meditations, which before we had ? 
How apt is Faith to ſtagger if it be not powerfully underpropt 
by the Helpers of our Faith? How hardly do we keep up 
the Heat of Love, the Confidence of Hope, the Reſolution and 
Fulneſs of Obedience, without the Help of a powerful Mini- 
firy? Nay, how hardly do we do our Part in the ſe, in any 
tolerable Sort, even while we have the cleareſt livelieſt 
Helps, that are ordinarily to be had? And can any that 
are not blind and proud, imagine that they are fo holy 


and good, that they are above the Neceſſity of ſuch 
Aſſiſtanc: 
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Aſfiſtance, and that the weakeſt Breath is en ou gh to kindle 
the Fire of holy Love and Zeal, and keep them in the Fear 
and Obedience of God? Alas, we are under languiſhing 
Weakneſs, and muſt be dieted with the beſt, or we ſhall ſoon 
decay : We are Cripples, and cannot go or Rand without out 
Crutches? And there muſt be ſome Savour of the Spirit in 
him that will be fit to make us ſpiritual, and ſome Savour of 
Faith and Love in him, that would kindle Faith and Love in 
us: And he mult ſpeak clearly and convincingly that will be 
underſtood, and will prevail with ſuch as we: And he muſt 
ſpeak feelingly, that would make us feel, and ſpeak ſeriouſly, 
that would be much regarded by us, and would mn us 
ſerious. 


6 


1 Hat our leſs Se ee may lean cat One ind 

bodily Diftreſſes attending a Work of the divinsaSpirit,are 
no new Things, we here publiſh a few Extras frem ſeve- 
ral Authors, as we have occaſionally met with. | 

We find there were ſome Appearances of theſe among the 
Natives of this Country, upon our Forefathers coming over 
and preaching among them. 

Thus faith the Reverend Mr. Leverich of Sandwich in a 
Letter to the Reverend Mr. Wilſon of Boſton as printed in a 
Pamphlet intitled Strength out of Weakneſs, publiſhed by the 
Corporation eſtabliſhed by Parliament for the * ropagitien of 
the Goſpel among the Hleathen &c. 1652. 

God hath brought ſome of them to a Senſe of their Sins 
© and a Fear of his Juſtice. Here I ſhall inſert an Example 


© or two: One of them being to repeat ſuchPrinciples as I had 


© begun to train them in, was a good while before he could. 
© ſpeak, having his Countenance ſad before, (and as I have: 
© ſince underſtood a Week together, after our former Exer- 
« ciſe) and in ſpeaking, the Tears all the while trickling 


© down hisCheeks : after being demanded by me, Il hat was the: 
© Matter of his Sadneſs ? He anſwers me, He did now under 


© ſtand that Gd was a juſt God; and for himſelf he had been very. 
* wicked even from a Child. Another whom I uſed as my In- 
* terpreter now and then in teaching them, falls /uddenly and 
6 publuckly into a bitter Paſſion, erying out and toringing his 
* Hands out of the like W of his CONE „ as he 
* told me afterwards.” 
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And ſaith the Rev. Mr. Thomas Maybe of Martha Vineyard, 
in aLetter tothe Rev. Mr. Jahn /i hi tſield, publiſh'd in the afore- 
ſaid Pamphlet, concerning the Converſion of ſome Pawaws, 
 * Truly it did give us agreatOccaſion of praiſing the Lord, 
© to ſee thoſe poor naked Sons of Adam and Slaves to the 
Devil from their Birth, to come toward the Lord as they 
did with their Fonts bake, and their Bowels trembling, 
© their Spirits troubled, and their Voices with muchFery 
c uttering Words of fare Diſpleaſure againſt Sin and Satan.“ 

There was alſo ſomething ſimilar to this among the Englih 
themſelves. 

Thus the Rev. Mr. Shepard of Charlkffown, Son of the 
famous Mr. Shepard of Cambridge, in a Sermon preached 
before the GeneralAſſembly on the Day of Electien at Boſton, 
and printed 1672. ſays of thoſe Days, 

..* Then might be ſeen Miniſters and their Congregations to- 
c gether, their People trembling at the Word of God deliyer- 
ed to them. 

And very remarkable is the following Paſſage in a Manuſcript 
Sermon of the Rev. Mr. Prince, from which we have _— 
extracted ſome Paragraphs, 

Of Mr. Shepard of Cambridge I was told when a 
< Youth by elderly People, that he ſcarce ever preached a 
Sermon, but ſome or other of his Congregation were ſtruck 
« with great Diſtreſs of Soul, and cried out aloud in Agony, 
hat ſhall 1 do to be ſaved ? Tho his Voice was low, yet 
© ſo ſearching was his preaching, and ſo great a Power attend- 
ing, as an Hypocrite cou'd not eaſily bare it, and it ſeem'd 
© almoſt irreſiſtable. | "P 

( To be continued, ) 
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now living, that one Mr. Pattin, an aticient Man of 
Cambridge, eminent for Piety, Plain-heartedneſs and 
Simplicity, deceaſed near twenty Years ago, uſed very 
frequently in Converſation to put thoſe he converſed with in 
Mind of Mr. Shepard and Mr. Mitehell's powerful and awak- 
ening Miniſtry ; repreſenting as if it was common to ſee ſome 


ar other crying or manifeſting ſome Signs or other of great 


Di/irefs or Concern of Soul, either in Time of Sermon or at 
the End of the Meeting : that they rarely preach'd a Sermon 
without ſome viſible Effects on ſome or other: And when the 
People return'd from Meeting, it was a Queſtion which thoſe 


who had been detain'd at Home were wont to aſk them, 


Ilhether any Boch appear d to be wrought upon to Pays or whe- 
ther there were any viſible Effects of the Word -- or Expreſſions 
of the like Importance: 


There are ſeveral Inſtances of Out-cries and bodily Ditreſſes 
mentioned in that famous Book intitled, The fulfilling of the 
Scriptures. But as theſe have been already reprinted by the 
Rev. Mr. Edwards, we ſhall refer our Readers to his late ex- 


cellent Treatiſe; or the Book itſelf ; and only give the follow- 


ins Paſſages relating to the Character of that famous Book and 
ts celebrated Authot Mr. Robert Fleming, fot the Information 
of the leſs knowing, v1z. | 8 
Mr. Daniel Burgeſs in an Epiſtle to a Book of Mr. 
Plming's, intitled, The confirming Work of Religion, ſays, 
* Againſt his [Mr. F — G's] Vill, it came to be * 
E 
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g ND tis known to ſeveral Gentlemen of Learning. 
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© that the Book of the fulfilling of the Scriptures was his, £4 

Book followed with the £Zulgies of the greateſt Divine, 
and is a Manna, ſweet to the Taſte of all ſerious Chriſtian, 
His Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, dedicated to the QUtex'; 
MaJjesTy [i.e. Queen MARY] hath been moſt graciouſ] 

accepted by her, and highly valued by thoſe that I muſt think 
of the beſt of her Subjects. 

- And in a Preface to the fame Book, viz. The confirming 
4 Mort of a Chriftian, we find the following "Teſtimony born 
'4 and ſubſcribed by Dr. Bates, Mr. Matthew Mead, Mr. The- 
4 mas Cole, Mr. John How, Mr. Matthew Sylveſter, Mr. Daniel 
EC IVilliams, Mr. 122 Showers, all eminent Diſſenting Miniſtets 
+ in the City of London, viz. | | 

We give our great Thanks to the Author of every good 
« Gift, who hath drawn this his richly furniſh'd Scribe to 
< ſupply us with ſo very needful a Treatiſe as is here offeted. 
< Some of us do profeſs that in reading it we were ſurprized 
c with Joy and Wonder, that a Topick ſo little written, diſ- 
courſed or thought of, ſhould be treated on with ſuch Depth 
of Judgment, and with ſuch Experience as is rarely found in 
the moſt laudable Writers. Through the Divine Bleſſing 
which we implore, we hope that we, and our Brethren 
throughout theſe Nations, ſhall find good Succeſs of our 
People's Uſe of this mot inſtructive Work ; For which with 
the Excellent Author, we are indebted to the reverend and 
worthy Publiſher, &c. | 
Such a Character from ſuch great and learned Men as theſe 
will ſecure Mr. FLEMING's high Reputation as long as the 
Sun endures. 

To this we may add the following Paſſages of that great 
and famous Calviniſtical Divine the Rev. Mr. THOMAS 
CoLE of Lenaun, who, as Dr. Caiamy tells us, was a Man 
of good Learning, and had been Principal of dt. 
Mary's Hall in Oxford They are in his excellent 
Treatiſe of Faith, Repentance and Regeneration, preached at 
the Merchant's Lecture in Broad/treet, London, and printed 
there in 1689. Page 31. 

When the Word works effectually after hearing, it uſu- 
* ally gives ſome powerſul! Touch upon the Heart in the Time 
of hearing. So 1 Cor. 14. 24, 25. he ſpeaks there of the 
occaſional Conver/jon of an Unbeliever, who came into the 
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is probable ſome ſuch are come in hither Te-day 3 Oh 
+ that God would meet with them, that they might be con- 
« vinced and fall down upen their Faces, worſhipping God, ac- 
« knawledging that he is among us of Truth. So As 2. 37. 
their Hearts were prict'd, they cry out in the midſt of the 
Sermon, Men and Brethren, what ſpall we de:? We want 
« ſuch publick Converſions ; had we more of theſe New- Birth; 
in our Congregations, we ſhould have more of theſe Oui- 
* cries z which would be very awakening to us all. If God 
would honour his Ordinances with ſuch viſible Signs of his 
« Preſence ; as in the Primitive Times, the Word was 
« preached with that Power, that it wrought a great Con/ter- 
« nation and Aſtoniſhment in the whole Aſſembly; there was 
« 2 great Impreſſion upon their Minds, which had various 
Effects; ſome blaſphemed, and ſome believed, but all were 
moved and ſtirred, ſtruck inwardly, tho* many ſa not the 
Hand that ſtruck them. Tis otherwiſe now; Hearers 
* are more unconcern'd, in a more drowly Frame; we can 
hardly keep them waking all Sermon Time. They ſay theſe 
vere extraordinary Caſes, not applicable to us now: I muſt 
* tell you, Converſions wrought by ordinary Means now, are 

extraordinary Things, have extraordinary Effects; the 


Light into which we are brought, is, and ought to be, as 


6 
c 

* marvellous in our Eyes now, as *twas in theirs heretofore ; 
they who find nothing of this, neither in or after Converſion, 
would do well to make a ſtricter Inquiry into their State; 
* ſometimes we bring down Grace as low as we can for the 
* dake of weak ones, but we muſt not make nothing of it, to 
* pleaſe ſome who would reſt in a /lent caſy Converſion, and 
think to go to Heaven by the charitable Opinion others have 
* of them: That ſo great a Change as Converſian is, ſhould 
make ſo little Appearance as it does in many pretending to 
* 1t, is that which we ſhould not caſily digeſt. Let every one 
examine himſelf, 

Should God come upon any of you with a thorough Con- 
viction of Sin, and give you a real Sight of Chriſt as your 
only Saviout, you world not be ableto contain your ſelves under 
this marvellous Light; *twill be lite Fire in your Bones, 
Jer. 20. 9. you'l immediately ſpring up as the Goaler did, 
Atts 16. 29. &'ce7;9108 ; he did not conſider which Foot 
© he ſhould put foremoſt, but /caped up on a ſudden, broke out 
into @ paſſtenate Iuguity after the Way of Salvation. 
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A very remarkable Account of Crying out is to be met with 
in the Life of Mr. Samutr PoMFRET, an eminent Mini. 
ſter in the City of London, who deceaſed there in 1722. wrote 
by the Rev. Mr. Thomas Reynolds, which is as follows : 

The Lord did not ſuffer this his faithful Servant to labour 
in vain, or ſpend his Strength for nought. He had a wide 
Door of Service opened unto him. His Audience at Hem: 
was always numerous. When he preach'd abread, whether 
in City or Country, if it was known, Multitudes m_—_ flack 
ſo hear him : And they are few whoſe Miniſtry was attended 
with more remar#able Succeſs than his was. I am aſſur'd it 
wou'd be endleſs to enumerate all the Particulars. How- 
ever I ſhall conclude this ſhort Account of his Life, with 
relating ſome In/tances of the great Succeſs, which God 
gave to his unwearied Labours. In Converſion Mort he 
ſeemed to be honoured above moſt z and the Words (N. B.) 
* of Mr. Baxter were verified concerning him, who, diſcour- 
« ſing with a Friend about his Zeal and Courage and Pains, 
delivered it as his Opinion, . That G would own hin 
© and ſuch as te was more than others who excelled them in 
«© Reputation as judicious Preachers. 

© He had a marvellous Way of ſtriking the — of 
Sinners. Few could attend his Miniſtry without ftrong 
< Cenvittions and Awakenings. Multitudes of young People were 
greatly affected by him. The Rev. Mr. J7eſeph Kentiſh, 
my old Friend and Acquaintance, who preached for ſome 
time in London with great Accęptance, and was afterwards 
© Paſtor at Briſtol to as great a Congregation, as any in Ex- 
© land, told me many Years ago when a young Man, That 
© he received the firſt Impreſſions of his Seriouſneſs under his 
< Miniſtry, and that he knew of many others who had done the 
like. He would ſet before Sinners the Terrors of the LoRD 
in ſuch a Manner as if Hell- Fire were flaſhing in ibeir Faces, 
and has preſſed Things ſo home upon the Conference that 

ome have not been able to contain themſelves, but have cried 
out in the midſt of the Congregation, even whilſt he hath been 
preaching, I am the Man, Guilty ! Guilty That ſhall I 
do to be ſaved! Fer the Lord's Sake 2 for me They 
have been convinced before all, have taken publick Shame to 
themſelves, and in the after Courſe of their Lives have given 
Proofs of a ſaund Converſion. Ot theſe J am aſſured there 
are now ſome Inſtances living. | 
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And with Reſpect to Out- cries from the overbearing Influ« 
ence of Divine Jays; we ſhall give the following remarkable 
Inflances from the Rev. Mr. Thou As WI TE, Lecturer at 
Sl. Bride's, London : Of whom Dr. Calamy writes, That 
He was a general Scholar; Mr. Chillingwortb's Amanuenſis; 
« of great Humility and Sincerity ; an excellent, practical, 
© uſeful Preacher; much eſteem'd, and protected at the 
« Chappel at Ludgate by Bp. Sheldon, and often very kindly 
« treated by him.” They are in his very valuable Treatiſe of 
the Power of Gealincſs, Printed at London in 1658: And the 
finſt In/tance is as follows — p. 388, 

A precious holy Man told me of a Woman that was . 
« Years in Deſertion ; and by God's Providence hearing Mr. 
c 2 preach, ſhe of a ſudden fell dun, overwhelmed with 

oy, crying out, O, he is come, whom my Soul loueth 1 and 

o was carried home for dead; and for divers Days aſter 
c yo was filled with exceeding Joys, and had ſuch pious and 
* ſingularly raviſhing Expreſſions, ſo fluently coming from 
© her, that many came to hear the rare Manifeſtations of God's 
Grace in her; and amongſt the reſt that went to hear, there 
© was one that could write Short-Hand, who yet a great while 
« ſtood ſo amazed at her Expreſſions, that he could nat write; 
at laſt, reeovering himſelf, he wrote a wholeSheet of Paper; 
6 which this 3 read, and told me, that of all the Ex: 
© preflions that ever he read in the Book of Martyrs, or Ale 
© where, he never read any ſo high, as the loweſt of them. 

To this we may add another Inſtance of exceeding Fay in ws 
Hol Gos r, as repreſented by the ſame Author, Fage a} 
in the following Terms : 

That precious Saint Mrs. Drake, of whoſe Life & Death 

© there is a little Book worth the peruſing, out of which I 
5 ſhall only give you an Account of her Carriage, and the 
wonderful Raptures that God gave her a little before her 
© Death. She was a Woman of great Temptations and De- 
* ſertions for the ſpate of ten Years, notwithſtanding the 
© Endeavours and Labours of thoſe four eminent Servatits of 
f God, Biſhop Uper, Dr. Preſton, Mr. Hooker, * and Mr. 
9 Ded : but at laſt growing ſickly, and being free from her 


—_—— 
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* 1, e. The famous Mr. Thomas Hooker, afterwards of Hart- 
ford in New- England ; who when be firſt left the Uni · 
* erſity ſojourn'd at her Houſe, Deſer- 
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Deſertions, ſhe became inceflant in her Diſcourſes of Hea- 
ven, and of the Things of God Night and Day; ſo that 
ſhe took little Reſt, but ſpent her Time and Strength in 
Duties and Conference. She knew her End approached 
£ near, tho? others look*d upon her Diſtemper rather as an 
© Indiſpoſition of Body, than a Fit of Sickneſs ; but ſhe be- 
ing confident ſhe ſhould die, thereupon went to herFather's 
< Houſe, where ſhe always deſired to end her Days: and Mtr. 
Dad coming to her, ſpending much Time in Prayer, Confe- 
< rence, and expounding the Scripture ; ſhe carried her ſelf 
with ſuch unſatiable Deſires of more, and ſuch inflamed 
© Diſcourſes of the Things of God, that they were all fill'd 
with Admiration. The Lord's Day before her Death, ſhe 
© call*d-all her Children together; and with many Admoni- 
tions and zealous Inſtructions, and heavenly Diſcourſes, ſhe 
© tpent much Time that Day with them. The Tueſday fol. 
«lowing Mr. Dod came, and ſpent tome Time in heavenly 
* Diſcourſes, and then went to Prayer; and ſuddenly as 
Prayer was done, ſhe broke forth in a wonderful Manner, 
nin theſe Expreſſions: Oh, Oh, Oh, what's this, what's 


4 this, what's this? I am undone, undone, undone, I cannot 


£ endure it; O, O, O, let me be gone, let me be gone, O, 
I muſt be gone, 1 cannot tarry, I cannot tarry; O what 
« ſhall I do ? what, ſhall I do ? what ſhall I do ? O Father, 
« O Mother, O Huſband, kiſs me, kiſs me, and let me be 
« gone; come all, farewell all, let me take you by the Hand, 
4 and be gone: Lo, lo, the Angels are come, they wait and 
c ſtay for me; O dear Mother ! why hold you me? I muſt 
« be gone, O, he is come, he is come, he is come: Now, 
ec you have it, you have it, you have it, why hold you me? 
© Let me be gone, my Work is done: O call, call, call, 
<6 where is my Crown; fetch me my Crown, bring, bring, 
e bring me my whiteRobes,quickly, quickly, quickly, why 
run you not ? the Angels ſtay, now you have it, you have it, 
you have it, (meaning that now we had the Iſſue & Fruits of 
« all our Prayers) O, it overcomes, overcomes, overeomes me; 
«« undone, undone, undone, what ſhall I do ? what ſhall I do? 
e what ſhall I do? O you will not let me be gone.“ 
With innumerable ſuch ſwift Expreſſions as could not be 
« remembred, ſhe in that ſhort Time of half a quarter of an 
Hour, ſpeaking more than one can treatibly ſpeak in an 
Hour, with an extraordinary Swiftneſs (no nr 
| 4 | N O 
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© of this Life) when with all ſhe heaved up ſtill all the Time 
with fixed Eyes, towards the Houſe Top, as tho*” ſhe had 
« ſeen ſome Viſion, and would have flown away from theta 
« all. During which Time (as we cannot blame them) the 
« Poſture of all the Spectators was (except hes Huſband, who 
« went weeping, and wringing his Hands up and down the 
Chamber) Silence, Wonder and Admiration ; they in all 
« theirLife-time having never ſeen or heard of the like ; which 
put Mr. Ded, her Huſband, and all of them to a nenplus 
« (as being beyond all Experience) but if the Reader will have 
Patience, this good Creature ſhall her ſelf expound this 
rare Riddle, yea, and Comment upon it. a 

« This Fit of ſudden, extream, raviſhing, unſupportable 
Joy, (beyond the Strength of Mortality to retain, or be 
long capable of) being over, and ſhe laid again, who for- 
« merly had ſtriven to have got away from them all: all being 
in an amazed aſtoniſhed Silence, ſhe herſelf began thus; 
«« Why are you ſilent? Where is Mr. Dod ““ who being 
near her, fat by her Bed-fide, unto whom ſhe thus 
© directed her Speech; Sir, what did you think of me 
e ately in this ſtrange Poſture I have been in? Did not you 
e imagine me to have been mad all the Lime?“ Mr. Daa 
© replied, no, but that it was very ſtrange unto them all, 
having never heard or ſeen the like : *So(faid ſhe) ſurely it 
« was very ſtrange, but will you know how it ſurprized me: 
« As this Morning, ere you came to Prayer, I being alone, 
{© prayed to God, that he would not abſent himſelf for ever; 
© but that once before my Death, he would reveal Chriſt 
«© unto me, give me ſome Senſe and Feeling of his Love, and 
e open the brazen Gates of this hard Heart of mine, that 
« the King of Glory may enter in: After which, as you 


had prayed, this ſudden out- crying Fit of unſupportable Fey, 


« and Feeling, ſurprized me with ſuch Violence, ruſhing in 
e upon me, as I could not contain my ſelf, but make this 
{© ſuddenOut-cry among you all: but I muſt confeſs unto you 
„I know not, neither do I remember what I faid, but now 
I beſeech you to make this Uſe hereof hereafter unto all 
ein my Cate. 

After me never deſpair of any, how deſperately miſera- 
ble ſoever their Caſe be, which at the worſt cannot exceed 
mine, but uſe and apply the Means unto them, and they 
will prevail at length : I was like a Piece of knotty Time 
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<« ber, who have endured ſo many the more Knocks with 
4c ſtrong Wedges, ſo much Ado there was to work me © But 
4c now I thank God, who hath heard my Prayer, and revealed 
C Chriſt unto me, and now I care not for all this World: the 
ac. Fountain of all my Miſery hath been, that I fought for that 
ian the Law, which I ſhould have found in the Goſpel, and 
<« for that in my ſelf, which was only to be found in Chriſt, 
<<. A wrong Way I confeſs, which hath oecaſtoned unto me 
<< ſo much Sorrow, but now all is well; O pray, pray; pray, 
«<< Ogive Thanks, for now you have it, you have it, you 
have it. This ſo ſolid and ſtrange Speech, ſo heavenly, 
rational, gave a great deal of Contentment unto all preſent; 
Mr. Dad according unto her Deſire, framing himſelf unto 
< a Prayer altogether of Thankſgiving, admiting God's infi- 
< nite Work in her, and for her, beſeeching a happy Cloſe 
© of this great Work begun: For Matter of Petition now ſhe 
< cared not for, lying like a Conqueror with an extraordinary 
< chearful Aſpect, full of rapt Joy, as now ſhe had been Poſ- 
< ſeſſor of all Things, having no Need of any Thing: Now 
< that Chriſt was hers, all Things being hers -alfo : The Re- 
« 

C 

6 

4 

0 
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mainder of the Day being ſpent in over-joyed Speeches, 
with Exhortation to Thankſgiving, ſtill telling us, you have 
it, you have it, you have it; and taking our Hands in hers, 
and heaving them up and down many Times together, very 
thankful to us all, as ſhe wiſhed us to be thankful unto God 
for her. | 

© The ſame Treſday again, about Four of the Clock in the 
Afternoon, the Chamber being full of her Friends, joyful 
to ſee her ſo fraught with Joy, after ſo many ſorrowful 
Days. Suddenly ſhe fell out again in a ſtrange Manner, in 
ſuch another rapt Fit of Joy, beyond all Expreſſion, utter- 
ing juſt about the ſame Things as formerly, in the ſame 
Manner as in the Morning, enduring about the ſameTime: 
and fo ceaſed, and was quiet again as formerly: ſhe there- 
upon called Mr. Dad, wondering at the Strangeneſs of the 
Thing, told him, that her Joy and Senſe thereof was i 
overcoming and ſtrong, as ſhe could not for her Life con- 
tain herſelf from burſting forth thus again ; for as ſhe ſaid, 
her frail Fleſh was overcome therewith, and fo ſhe entreat- 
ed him again to give Thanks: he did fo, ſpending the 
Remainder of that Day in heavenly Diſcourſes of another 
World.“ 3 | | 

: (To be finiſhed in our next.) 
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N. B. To Mr. White's remarkable Account of the Woman's 
crying out and ſudden falling down as Dead, from her joyful 
Diſcovery of CHR1sT under Mr. RoLLocK's Preaching, 
Page 221 ; for the Information of the leſs Intelligent, we 
may obſerve, * That this was Mr. Robert Rollock, a re- 
* nowned Miniſter of the City of Edinburgh in Scotland, 
© the firſt Profeſſor of Divinity, and the firſt Principal and 
© Reftor of the Univerſity erected there in 1583,“ as the 
Writer of the State of Scotland, printed in 1682, informs 
us: who alſo ſays, He was a Perſon of great Worth 
and Learning, aud in great Eſteem with all good 
Men for his Learning, Holineſs and Moderation.“ And 
Mr. Samuel Clark who writes his Life, among many other 
obſervable Things tells us, that * He inſtructed the Students 
© in the Arts, and govern'd with Severity mix'd with Cle- 
* mency : and ſo educated them in Religion, that Gop 
© bleſs*'d his Labours exceedingly among them: For in- 
* deed he laboured in This above all Things, that his Scho- 
* lars ſhould have the Marks of true Holineſs appearing in 
them. Beſides this, He preached every Lord's Day in 
* the Church, and that with ſuch Fervency and evident De- 
© monſration of the Spirit, that he was the Inſtrument of 
* converting very many unto God: And that he died in 
* 1598, and of his Age 43.“ His dying Paſſages were ſa 
_ of holy Aſſurance and Foy, that we may hereafter pub- 
iſh them. 


The Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER WEBSTER, one of the pre- 
ſent Miniſters of Edinburgh, in his Letter intitled, Divine 
Influence the true $ pring of the extraordinary Work at Cambuſ- 


ang and other Places in the Weſt of SCOTLAND, reprinted 
| Ff here 
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| here this Year, has alſo the following Hiſtorical Paſſages, 
Page 28, &c. 

Such Inſtances of bodily Diſtreſs, flowing from the Terror: 
or Jeys of the Lord, are not confined to Old- Teſtament 
« Days, to the Times of the Apoſtles, or firſt Ages of Chriſti- 
* anity. Later Periods afford Examples of a ſimilar Nature. 

The Reverend Mr. Fobn Levingſton ſays of himſelf, --- ] 
© remember the firſt Time ever I communicated at theLord'; 
Table was in Stirling, when I was at School: when ſitting 
© at Table, and Mr. Patrick Simſon exhorting before the 
« Diſtribution, there came ſuch a Trembling upon me, that all 
© my Body ſhock ; yet afterwards Fear & Trembling departed, 
and I got ſome Comfort and Aſſurance. 

© It is well known, and can be vouched by ſeveral Perſon; 
« yet living, of known Character and Veracity, who have ſan 
and heard what paſſes at Cambuſlang, & c. among ſuch as are 
© affected in the Manner objected to, that they have frequent 
© obſerved, in different Parts of the Country, Convictions far 
Sin, attended with the /ike bodily Diſtreſs ; many being car- 
© ried out of the Churches ſhaking, trembling, fainting, almt 
dead, under theMiniſtry of the Reverend Maſters John Hy- 
© burn of Orre, Andrew Darling of Rumoul, Milliam Stewart 
© at Blairgourie, ohn Moncrieſ of College-Church, Edinburgh, 
© &c. and that many of theſe People, not a few of whom are 
« ſtill in Life, give to this Day evident Proof of the Reality of 
© their Concern by their /edate and religious Converſations. 

For irreſiſtible * and Crying out in the Congregation 
even in the Time of Sermon from the powerful Workings of 
the Word and SPIRIT of Gop, we obſerve what the Rev. 
and famous Mr. Thomas Hooker formerly Miniſter of 
Chelmsford in England, and afterwards of goo 1 in Neu- 
England, ſays in his ſearching Treatiſe of the Soul's Prapara- 
tion for CHRIST, from As II. 37. the ſixth Edition, printed 
at London 1643. Page 217, &c. His Words are theſe, 

© Sometimes God deals thus punctually with a Man; Firft, 
© he drives him to an Amazement ; Secondly, he works in him 
© marvellous Fear of Evil that is to come; Thirdly, he poſſeſ- 
« ſeth the Soul with the Feeling of the Evil, &c. as in the for- 
mer Particulars : but yet is bound to no Time, and therefore 
« we muſt nit limit the holy One of Iſrael. It is true, the 
© LoRp may preſs in upon the Soul, and work all this on the 
«< ſudden ; but yet Experience hath proved, and Reaſon 5 

© con 
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confirm it, when Gop works never ſo ſuddenly, he affecteth 


the Soul: Thus when a poor Soul cometh into the Congrega- 
« tion, He layeth ſome Truth upon him, that is new and terri- 
« ble ; ſo that the Soul dare not deny it, nor yet fully refit it, 
but is in @a Maze; and by and by it may be the Lox p opens 
« his Eyes, and awakens his Conſcience, and makes that more 
« evident to the Soul, and ſo immediately arreſts the Sou], and 
then Sorrow falls in amain upon it; and the Heart thinks 
God meant his Curſes, and the Miniſter ſpake againſt him; 
and e muſt go down to Hell ſuddenly ; ſo that ſometimes 
« the Sinner cries cut in the Congregation ; and the he contain 
« himſelf far a Time, yet he buckles under the Burthen : All this 
may be done at one Sermon, in one Doctrine, or in one Part 
© of an Uſe ; but uſually this is Gop's Manner of Working. 

As Mr. Hooker was one of the moſt awakening, ſearching 
and ſucceſsful Preachers which either England or New- Eng- 
land has known; it ſeems highly probable that he ſpoke thoſe 
Words in the Pulpit, 7 his own frequent Obſervation, as he 
piouſly aſcribes the Efets to the adorable Sovereignty and 
Pleaſurg as well as Power of Gop. 

For extraordinary Impreſſions both on the Soul and Boay, in 
a publick Congregation at the Beginmng of a Sermon; -=- we 
have had an Account from Mr. Luke Short, whe formerly 
lived under the Miniſtry of the Reverend and excellent Mr. 
FLAVEL of Dartmouth in England, but lately liv'd and died 
at Middleborough in this Province. He us'd to be often ſpeak- 


ing with great Affection of Mr. Flave”s powerful and ſuc- 


ceſsful Preaching. And among other Inſtances, gave this 
Remarkable : . * "That one Lord's Day, Mr. Flavel began his 
© Sermon with an Introductian of this Importance --- My 
„ dear Hearers | You know I have been long endeavouring 
to ſet forth the LoRD JESUS CHRIST in his amiable 
« Excellencies and All- ſufficiency before you, that if poſſi- 
© ble you might be allured to lou, Him; and I have uſed 
all the powerful Arguments and Motives I could thinkpf 
« to perſwade you to come to Him and heartily embrace Him. 
And theſe wining Methods you know are molt agreeable 
eto my natural Temper and Diſpoſition. And I deſire to 
<© rejoyce in the Hope that thro* the Grace of CHRIS, 
there are /ome among you who have been allured and per- 
*© {waded to love and embrace him. But alaſs! al J 
** have ſufficient Reaſon to fear that there are Others among 

8-13 you, 
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& you, who have not yielded to all my alluring Repreſenta- 
ce tions of Him, nor all the cogent Arguments and Mo- 
ce tives, which I have been ſo long uſing and fo frequently 
cc and earneſtly preſſing upon you: But, O] after all I can 
4 fay and do, you will not love Him ! And now alaſs! ] 
«© muſt change my Note | I muſt deliver a Meſſage to you, 
cc that I am loth to deliver; but my LoxD and Maſter re- 
& quires it of me, in order to deliver the whole Counſel of 
46 (op lt is that dreadful Meſſage in 1 Cor. xvi. 22, 
«© If any Man love not the LoRD JESUS CHRIST, Let him 
cc be Anathema, Maranatha ; i. e. Let him be accurſed of 
c Gop, till Gop ſhall come and judge him: an Man, 
© or any one, whether Male or Female, High or Low, 
Rich or Poor, Old or Young --- Love not the Lok IgE. 
c gus CHRIST, above every Thing in the World --- Lt 
<< them -- ſays the Jord and Majeſty of GOD be Anathens 
© Afaranatha - accurſed of Gon, and the Curſe of Gop, 
«© until the Loxp ſhall come and execute the Fulneſs of his 
4 Wrath upon them - or Words to this Purpoſe. Upon 
© which the whole Aſſembly was {truck into a very great and 
© viſible Conſternation ; ſome deeply affected for themſelves, 
and ſome for their Children. And among the reſt a 
Gentleman of Wealth and Figure, I think, if my Memory 
does not fail me, he was a KNIGHTBARONET, fell down 
£ as Dead in his Pew, tho” he reviv'd, in great Diſtreſs of 
© Soul. And the other Circumſtances, I cannot at preſent 
clearly remember, but hope to recover them. 

And as for extraordinary Cryings and Emotions in a Congre- 
gation, at the End of the publick Exerciſe ; --- ThatReverend 
an] eminently pious Miniſter Mr. THOMAS DooLIT TIE 
of London, famous in the Britiſh Dominions for his Treatiſe 
of the Lord's Supper and other Writings, ſufficiently inti- 
mates them. The Account is at the End of his excellent 
Diſcourſe on the ſame Text of Mr. FlavePs, viz. 1 Cor. 
hi. 22. Printed at London in 1692 : and we ſhall give it 
in his own Words as follow - 390 

The CONCLUSION. 
c AND now (beloved Hearers) what is the Iſſue of all that 
I have ſaid, and ye have heard, upon this Subject! 
© Have I gained any of your Love to Chriſt ? Or are ye {till 
* in love with the World, aud Pleaſures, and Profits, and 
s Honour; thereof ? Are ye in love with Sin and Seff, ** 
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« than with Chriſt, after all the Arguments and Pleadings of 
« Grace and Mercy for your Hearts, and hearty Love, to be 
placed on the bleſſed Son of the molt bleſſed God? Did ye 
6 love Sin, and will ye love it ſtill ? Did ye love the World, 
« and will ye do fo ſtill? Did ye nat love Chrift, and do ye 
not yet, and vill ye nat? Is this the Anſwer 1 muſt re- 
turn to him that ſent me? Lord, I cannot gain their Love 
« unto thy Son ; fain I would, but I cannot. I have aſked 
them in thy Name, but they will not. I have ſtudied for 
this Purpoſe, and prayed and preached for this Purpoſe, but 
I have ſtudied in vain, and my Labour with ſo many is loſt 
© Labour. I have delivered my Meſſage, but they will not 
6 hearken. I have entreated for their Love, not for my ſelf, 
but for thy Son, but many will not conſent. Why, Sirs ! 
Did I find you full of Love to Self, and Sin, and World, 
© and after all, muſt I leave you ſo? I found you void of the 
Love of Chriſt, and muſt I leave you ſo ? Why then did I 
« preach, and why did ye hear? Did ye come Day after Day 
$ reſolved, ſay what I could, ye would do what ye lift? Shall 
that bleſſed Jeſus, that hath been ſet forth before you, be 
$ ſtill thus deſpiſed, and ſet at naught by you ? Did I find 
© the Anathama upon you, and mult I leave it upon you, till 
« Maranatha ® What if God ſhould ſay, he that after all theſe 
«© Intreaties, Calls, Invitations, to love Chriſt, yet loveth the 
World, let him love the World; and he that loveth Sin, 
© let him lowe his Sin, let him love his Pleaſures, let him love 
« what he will, ſince he will not be perſuaded to love whom he 
© fbruld Oh dreadful Curſe ! Oh heavy Wrath ! Oh ſad 
© Prefage of the Curſe, that ſhall fall upon ſuch Souls when 
« Chriſt ſhall come, and after that, lie and abide upon them 
for ever. 

Speak therefore in thy Heart, Sinner, and return thine 
$ Anſwer, for it may be this might be to thee the laſt Time 
* of aſking : Wilt thou give Chriſt thy Love, or wilt thou 
not? Thy ſincere, not thy pretended Love? Wilt thou 
* Conſent and Promiſe, before thou ſtirreſt out of this Place, 
to love Chriſt ore than all, beyond all, and above all? Or 
* wilt thou deny him ſuch Love, and keep it for, and place 
it ſtill upon thy old beloved ſinful Objects? Sayſt thou 
* ſo? What, muſt I, to my Sorrow, and thy Noe, as td 
* thee, end as I did begin? I had hoped I might have bid 
' thee Foy of thy new Love, and matchleſs Match, in thy con- 

8 | ( * ſenting 
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* ſenting to Love, and accept of this bleſſed Jeſus for thy 
* Lord and Huſband ; but if thou wilt not, I muſt ſay what 
I would not. Lord, I am lth to ſay it, but it is what thay 
* doff ſay, and I cannot alter it; yet, if I muſt ſay it, let it be 
* with a pained, and a ſorrowful Heart, and as my Mouth 
© ſhall drop the Word, let mine Eyes drop ſo many Tears, 
* whilſt at thy Command I muſt pronounce, Jam Man live 
nat the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema Maranatha, 
ut muſt this be the Sentence I muſt leave upon you all, 

© that at the beginning of this Text had no Love to Jeſus 
s Chriſt? What, is there nat one amongſt you all that can 
c fay, Before 1 did love my Pleaſures, but now I love Chriſt ! 
© did love my Sin, but now I love my Lord and Saviour? My 
© Love is turned into another Channel (I have found another 
© Object for my Love ; 1 would not for a thouſand Werlds have 
© died before I had ſincere Love to Chriſt? Not only one, but 
© many of you, can ſay fo, or elſe ye have baſely difſembled, 
© both with God, and this Congregation. Mam of you that 
< did not love the Lord JeſusChrift, now do, or ye have been 
* wretched Hypocrites, while ye have been Hearers of theſe 
© Sermons ; for what did ye mean by all thoſe BLLLs that ye 
© did give in, Day after Day, ten or twenty in a Day, acknow- 
* Jedging your former Sin, till now, in loving other Things, 
s and not Chriſt? Why did ye ſay, Je never were convinced 
© of the Neceſſity of loving CHRIST befort ® I beſeech you, 
* Why have ye ſo many, and fo often, with ſuch earneft RE- 
© QUESTS, even for Jeſus Sake, and as we had any Love for 
© your Souls, deſire Me, and the Congregation, to beg with Im- 
s portunity, that God would give you ſuch an Heart now, that yt 
s might love the Lord Feſus Chrift in Sincerity ; above all, with 
© @ ſuperlative Love, with a predominant Love, 1with all your 
Heart, and with all your Soul, that you might not be Anathema 
© when Maranatha? Were not theſe your own Words! 
s Did not the Congregation hear them read? When I reviewed 
6 we Papers at Home, did not I find theſe Words, and ſuch 
< like, whereby ye did expreſs the former Condition, and the 
* preſent Deſires of your Souls? Tell me then, were ye in 
good earneſt, or did ye jet with God and Men, in deſiring 
Prayers that ye might ſo love the Lord Jeſus ? If fo, repent 
s of your Hypocriſy; lament your double Dealings; bitterly 
* bewail ſuch curſed Diſſemblings. If ye were in earneſt, 
* and your Hearts, as well as your Hands, did guide * 
* — « Pons 
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« Pens in writing ſuch Deſires, and ye have indeed changed 
« your Love ; or rather, God hath turned your Love from 
Sin unto his Son, from the World unto himſelf, I ſhall have 
« Cauſe to bleſs God that I preached, and ye heard what was 
« ſpoken of this Subject; then are ye my Foy, and Crown, and 
« Rejoicing, both now, and at the Coming of the Lord Feſus 
« Chriſt, And to you that have this Love wrought in your 
Hearts ſo lately, and to all the reſt that had like Love to 
him before, I wiſh all the Bleſſings that are contained in 
« that Prayer of the Apoſtle, with which he concludeth his 
« Epiſtle ; and I this Subject, Eph. 6. 24. Grace be with all 
« them that love the Lord Feſus in Sincerity. Amen. 


« The BLESSING, to the Lovers of CHRIST. 

The P/alm being ſung, all the People (as is uſual) ford 
© up : I kept my Seat longer than ordinarily I was wont, 
£ which cauſed their Eyes to be the more towards me. Then 
] ſtood up and ſaid, Why ſtand ye gazing ? Why are your 
« Eves ſo intent upon me? What can I ſay more? What 
more do ye expect? The BLEssiNG? What! Al ot 
« you? What! Whether ye love ChrisT or no? Alas! 
« If God curſe, how can I bleſs? T have Day after Day, 
© ſet Life and Death, a Bleſſing and a Curſe before you, and 
© muſt it not be with you according to your own Choice? 
If ye will be bleſt indeed, ye muſt love Chrift ; if ye will 
© not love Chriſt, the Curſe, and not a Bleſſing, waiteth for 
© you, tho' ye here wait for the Bleſſing. If ye would not 
go without the pronouncing the Bleſſing, from hence to 
© your Homes, love Chriſt ; Oh love Chriſt : Oh at laſt be 
« perſwaded to love Chriſt, that ye might not go from Chriſt's 
© Bar to the Flames of Hell (without his Bleſſing) for ever. 
© | have done for this Lime and Text, when I have faid the 
Words of my Text, any Man love not the Lord Feſus 
« Chrift, let him be Anathema Maranatha ; and let all the Peo- 
© ple that dare, (leaſt they ſhould wiſh a Curſe upon them- 
© ſelves) ſay Amen. And for you that have fet your Hearts 
on Chriſt above all, I beg from the Father of Mercies, that 
Grace might be with all them that love the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
in Sincerity, and let all the People fav, Amen. 

What lively Countenances, what Aﬀeftioms, what TE ARS 


and CRyINGs, with the SPIRIT's Ving, were cauſed, 


do not expect that I ſhould tell. 
Thus 
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232 Extras from a Sermon of Mr. Baxter, 

Thus have we at preſent finiſh'd'our Collection of In/ancey 
of theſe Kinds of religious Appearances in the Days of our Fa- 
thers. And they ſeem to have been given beferehand as x 
few ſprinkling and previous Drops of the Divine Influence; 
to intimate what ſhould more abundantly and commonly be 
in the following Age, when its diffuſive Showers ſhould come 
down amain upon the parched World. 

We think convenient to add to this ſome Paſſages ef Mr. 
Baxter's; by which we may come to know what Judgment 
that great and good Man would have form'd of ſuch Appea- 
rances at this Day. They are in a moving Sermon of his 
Preach'd at Lawrence-Fury London, intitled, Making Light 
of CHRIST and SALVATION too oft the 1/Jue, of Goſpel Invi- 
tations, and are as follow--- | 

© You make Light of Matters of greate/# Excellency and 
© Moment in the I/orld : You know not what it is that you 
< flight ; had you well &4nown, you could not have done it. 
As Chriſt faid to the Woman of S2maria, Joh. 4.10. Had/# 
thou known who it is that ſpeaketh to thee, thou wouldſt 
have aſked of him the Waters of Life: Had they &nown, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory, 1 Gor. 
2. 8. So, had you An what CHRIST is, you would not 
have made light of him: Had you been one Day in Heaven, 
and but ſeen what they poſſeſs, and ſeen alſo what miſerable 
Souls muſt endure that are ſhut out, you, would never ſure 
have made ſo light of CHR1sT again. 
Oh Sirs, They are no Trifles or jeſting Matters that the 
Goſpel ſpeaks of. I muſt needs profeſs to you that when 1 
have the moſt ſerious Thoughts of theſe Things my ſelf, I am 
ready to marvel that ſuch amazing Matters do not everwhelm 
tke Souls of Men: that the Greatneſs of the Suljects doth 
not ſo evermatch our Under/tandings and Affections, as even 
to drive Men beſide themſelves, but that God hath always 
ſomewhat allayed it by the Diſtance ; much more that Men 
ſhould be blockiſh as to make light of them. OhLord,that 
Men did but know what Everlaſting Glory, and Everlaſting 
Torments are; would they then hear us as they do ? Would 
they read and think of theſe Things as they do? I profeſs 
I have been ready to wonder, when I have heard ſuch weighty 
Things delivered, how People can forbear crying out in the 
Congregation much more, how they can reſt till they have 
gone to their Miniſters, and learned what they ſhould do 
to be ſaved, that this greatBuſineſs might be put out of doubt, 
| (To le continued. ) | 
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The Remainder of the Extract from Mr. Baxter's Ser- 
mon on Making light of Chriſt and Salvation, &c, 


c H that Heaven and Hell ſhould work no more on 
Men] Oh that Everlaſtingneſs ſhould work no 
© more ! O how can you forbear when you are 

alone to think with your ſelves what it is to be everla/tingly 

in Foy or in Torment ! I wonder that ſuch Thoughts do not 

* break your Sleep; and that they come not in your Mind when 

© you are about your Labour ! I wonder how you can almoſt 

* do any thing elſe : How you can have any Quieineſs in your 

Minds: How you can eat or drink, or reſt till you have got 

* ſome Ground of everlaſting Conſolations ! Is that a Wan or 

© a Corps that is not affected with Matters of this Moment? 

© That can be readier to ſleep, than to tremble, when he hear- 
eth how he muſt ſtand at the Bar of God? Is that a Man, 

* or a Clid of Clay, that can riſe and lie down without being 

deeply affected with his ever/a/ting Eftate ? That can fol- 

low his worldly Buſineſs, and make nothing of the great 

* Buſineſs of Salvation or Damnation; and that, when they 

* know it is hardat Hand ? Truly Sirs, when I think of the 

Weight of the Matter, I wonder at the very beſt of GOD's 

* Saints upon Earth, that they are no better, and do no more 

in ſo weighty a Caſe. I wonder at thoſe whom the World. 

* accounteth more holy than needs, and ſcorns for making too 

much Ado; that they can put off Chriſt and their Souls 

* with fo little : That they pour not out their Souls in every 

* dupplication : That they are not more taken up with Ged ; 

that their Thoughts be not more ſerious in Preparation or 

* their Account, I wonder that they be not an hundred 
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Times more ſtrict in their Lives; and more laborious and 
unwearicd in ſtriving for the Crown than they are. And 
for my ſelf, as J am aſhamed of my dull and careleſs Heart, 
and of my flow and unprofitable Courſe of Life; fo, the 
Lord knows, I am aſbamed of every Sermon I preach : when 
think what I have been ſpeaking of, and who ſent me; 
and that Men's Salvation or Damnation is ſo much con- 
cern'd init. I am ready to tremble, leſt God ſhovld judge 
me as a Slighter of his Truths and the Souls of Men, and 
leſt in the beſt Sermon I ſhould be guilty of their Blood. 
Methinks we ſhould not ſpeak a Word to Men in Matter, 
of ſuch Conſequence, without Tears, or the greateſt Earn. 
ne/s that poſſibly we can: Mere not we too much guilty of the 
Sin which we reprove, it would be ſo. Whether we are alone, 
or in Company, methinks eur End, and ſuch an End, ſhould 
{till be in our Mind, and as before our Eyes, and we ſhould 
ſooner forget any Thing, and ſet light by any Thing, or by 
all Things, than by this 

We know not how to cloſe this Article of Outcries with 


more Propriety than in the Words of the Rev. Dr. SEWALL 
in his Sermon on a Day of Prayer, to ſeek to Gon for the mir: 
plentiful Effuſion of his HoLv SPIRIT, Feb. 26. 1741, 2. 
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As for the Out-cries, Tremblings, and Faintings which have 
been experienced in ſeme Places, I apprehend the Cauſe muſt 
be judged of by the Effect. Me may nit limit THE Holy 
Ox E. The Jailor came trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas. They who heard Peter's Sermon were pricked ir 
their Heart, and ſaid to Peter, and to the reſtof the Apoſtles, 
Men and Brethren, that ſhall we de? Acts 2. 37. A wounds 
Spirit who can bear? If ſuch Perſons therefore have an holy 
Awe of God, a deep Humiliation under the Senſe of din, 
and carneſt Concern about Deliverance from it; here is th. 
Finger of God. And if it ſhall pleaſe God to impreſs ſuch 
a Senſe of Sin, and of his Wrath on Men, that they are 
forced to cry out under it; they are to be pitied, and proper 
Means uſed for their Relief; and not to be cenſured as mad 
and out-ragious. But then, if any would zndulge themſelves 
in theſe Outer ies, eſpecially in Time of publick Horſhh, 
when there is zo real Neceſſity for it, and they mrght reſtrai 
themſelves ; I think they are diſerderly, and do that which 
has a Tendency to diſturb the quiet attentive hearing 0i 


God's Word. Nor may we make a Judgment of a Work 
| s whether 
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whether genuine or no, meerly by ſuch extraordinary Com- 
motions. For there have been FTremblings which have not 
proceeded from the Spirit of Truth and Holineſs. Let us 
not then preſume to confine the free SPIRIT of Gop, but 
regard the Sub/tance of the Work itſelf. I make no Doubt 
but that in ourCongregations many have been deeply wound- 
ed for Sin without theſe Out-cries,and that the Convictions 
have in conſiderable Numbers iſſued in a ſaving Converſion 
to God. Nor can I ſuppoſe that it is the Duty of Miniſters 
to try to excite theſe Screamings ; but rather to ſet the Ter- 
rors of the Lato and gracious Invitations of the Goſpel before 
Men in the moft powerful Manner they are able; and then 
leave it to the only wiſe God to take his own Way, who 
can if he pleaſeth order theſe "Things to the awakening of 
others; as we are inform'd has been the Caſe in ſume other 
Places. Let not ſuch then as have not felt this Degree of 
Terror, judge them that hade; and let not ſuch as haue been 
thus wrought upon, julge them that have not But let both 
prove their own Work, and examine by the Word of God 
whether the Fruits of the SPpiIRiT are found in them; ſuch 
as Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; Love to God, and our Neighbour, Meekneß, Hu- 
« mility, and the like. If upon an impartial Trial you find 
* theſe Things in you, you will have rejoicing in jourſelves, 
© and not in another. And let not any who have been made 
© ſenſible of their periſbing Condition, and then enabled to ſub- 
5 mit to Chriſt as their only Saviour, deny the Work of Grace 
God has wrought in them becauſe they have nt felt ſuch a 
© Degree of Terror, and then ſuch rapturous Joys as others 
may have experienced. But rather be encouraged to wait 
* upon God in the Way of Duty for the Aſſurance and Joy 
* of Faith. And let not your Eye be evil, becauſe God is 
* good. May not God do what he will with his own ? Do 
not then behave as the elder Son in the Parable, who was 
angry upon the Account of the Joy expreſſed in his Father's 
* Houſe, when his prodigal Brother return'd a true Penitent. 
* There is Foy in Heaven over the Sinner that repenteth ; and 
there muſt be juſt Oceaſion for Joy upon Earth, when the 
Dead are thus made alive, and the Loſt are found. 
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236 An Account of the late Revival of 
An Account of the late Revival of Religion in both the Pre. 


cincts of WRENTHAM, in the County of Suffolk in the 
Maſſachuſets-Province,about twenty-etght Miles to the South. 
ward of Boſton ; as ſent to us and ſubſcribed by the Rev. 
Mr. Mes$s1nGER Paſtor of the Church in the Eaſter 
Precinct, and the Rev. Mr, HAavzn Paſtor of the Church 
in the J/e/tern. 


0 UR bleſſed LoRPD's Obſervations in Mat. 5. 14, 15. 
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are indeed verified with Reſpect to many Places in 
this Land and elſewhere in late Months and Years; A City 
that is ſet on a Hill cannot be hid. Neither do Men light a 
Canale and put it under a Buſbel; but on a Candleſtick, and it 
giveth Light unto all that are in the Houſe. A Man muſt be 


a very Stranger in our Iſrael, who doth not know, that Al 
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mighty GOD hath done ſuch Wonders of Grace in may 
of our Towns and Churches, the Fame whereof has been 
ſpread far in the Country and the World : And the News 
whereof hath been very refreſhing to many pious Souls, at 
a Diſtance. : 

© The Places on which GOD has remarkably and plenti- 
fully rained down Righteouſneſs, are as Cities ſet on Hills, 
And where the SUN oF RIGHTEOUSNESS hath ſhined 
with more than ordinary Clearneſs and Power, and hath 
cauſed His SPIRIT to reft on many as an Enlightener, 
Sanctifier, Guide and Comforter ; we ſhould ſurely be un- 
willing, as we are unable to conceal ſuch glorious Things 
from the Churches abroad, and from the World. Nay, on 
the other Hand, we cannot but think it the Duty of thoſe 
who are fo highly favoured of the LorD,ts publiſh the Go 
neſs of the LORD with the Voice of Thankſgrving, and tell if 
his wondrous Mors; by which he is doing Honour, eſpeci- 
ally to his own Name, to his Sox, and to his SPIRIT ; 
and greatly promoting the Kingdom of CHRIST in the 
Souls of Men. And ſince the Gop of all Grace hath thewn 
much of the Power of his Grace in au Pariſhes, which net 
ther can, nor ought to be concealed ; we think it aur Duty 
to give the Publick an Account thereof with as much Dif 
tinctneſs and Brevity as we can, for the Glory of his 
Name, Encouragement of his People, and Promotion 
Ei; Cauſe, | | , 
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It is now about fifty Years ſince the fir? Church of 
CHRIST was gathered“ in the Town of Mrentbam; and 
fince the Rey. Mr. Sa uUEL MAN was ordained Paſtor 
thereof; whoſe Name is ſtill precious to many here: who 
labourcd in this Part of CarisT's Vineyard till March 
1719, and died the 22d of May following, and left a very 
mournful Family and People, bereaved of their worthy and 
highly eſteemed Shepherd. But the Goodneſs of the great 
Shepherd was very remarkable in the Steps of his holy and 
wiſe Providence in keeping the Sheep from ſcattering, and 


in ſpeedily uniting them in the Choice of the ſenior Subſcri- 


ber to this Account, to be their ſecond Paſtor : whom Gop 
in his holy Providence, and without the Deſign of either 
Mr. Mefſinger or the People, ſent to preach with them on 
the next Lord's Day after the Death of their former Paſtor. 
And it afterwards appeared that then the Hearts of many of 
the People were knit to him in ſuch Love, as hath not yet 
been broken ; and proved a kind Providence to promote 
his ſpeedy Settlement among them, viz. on the gth of 
December 1719. 

The Town has moſtly from its Infancy been greatly 
ſmiled upon by Divine Providence,and is greatly increaſed : 
ſo that on the 23d of December 1737, the General Court 
was pleaſed to divide it into wo Pariſhes ; and on the 16th 
of February 17 37-8, a ſecond Church of CHRIST was ga- 
thered in the Town, conſiſting of twenty four Males, moſtly 
diſmiſſed from the ſaid firſt Church, and ſoon after twenty four 
Nomen were diſmiſſed from the fir/? to the ſecond Church, 
On the eighth of November the junior Subſcriber to this 
Account was ordained + cas of the ſaid ſecond Church in this 
Town : And an happy Correſpondence has hitherto conti- 
nued, bleſſed be Gop, between the two Pariſhes, Churches 
and Paſtors. And this is the more properly taken Notice 
of in this Place, as it gives us very frequent Opportunities 
to change Pulpits on Sabbaths and Lectures; to attend on 
each other's Lectures, publick and private, without Preju- 
dice; to converſe with Perſons of each other's Charge, 
who are under fpiritual Difficulties, and with one another 
relating to any difficult and perplexed Caſes, that come un- 
der either of our Obſervation : (A Priviledge which we 
pray may be commenſurate with the Life of us botk.) All 
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. which gives us vaſt Opportunity to be acquainted with the 
© State of Religion through the Low, and enables us to ſign 
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our Names in conjun& Teſtimony for the Nori of Divine 
Grace that is happily carrying on among us. 

The People in this Town (fo far as we can learn, or 
have had Opportunity to obſerve) have generally been ex- 
ternally ſober and honeſt ; have kept up a great deal of ex- 
ternal Religion, eſpecially in their Families, and the Houſe 
of God; fo that the Generations that have riſen up from 


Time to Time, have generally been inſtructed, from their 


very early Youth, in the firſt Principles of our holy Reli- 
gion. But, alas ! for a long Time paſt, the Power of God- 
line s has been evident but in comparatively few Inſtances ; 
till the bleſſed Revival of Religion the Almighty GOD has 
lately favoured us with. And juſt before the Deſcent of 
theſe late remarkable Showers of Divine Influence, Religion 
was plainly in à languiſbing Condition: even ſome External 
of it began to be more and more neglected; inſomuch that 
in the Year 1739 there were but two in the whole Town ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Table : and Vices of various Sorts were 
much more prevalent than before. And tho? we have Rea- 
ſon to think that ſome among us did ſigh and cry for the 
Abominations that were among us, and for the Spirit of 
Formality in, and Indifferency about Religion, which were 
very evident among us; yet we had awful Reaſcn to 
think that the 24 Virgins ſlumber'd and ſlept too too much 
with the Voliſb; and that the Godly were by far too much 
conformed to this preſent evil World. And as for us, our 
Hearts were ready to fink to ſee Religion dying, and were 
ready to mourn in the Prophet's Language, I/. 49. 4. 1 
have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my Strength for nought,ond 
in vain. --- But behold in the midſt of Darkneſs, Light 
aroſe ! and the great GOD was pleaſed to glorify the 
Riches of his boundleſs Grace, and viſit the Souls of many 
of his Peeple with the powerful Influences of his own 
SPIRIT: And many that were going their own finful 
Wars, we truſt, he hath turned about, and ſet their Faces 
toward Zien. Blefſed be GOD, for bis preventing (Good- 
neſs! N hen the LORD turned again the Captivity of Zion, 
we were like them that dream. --- The LORD hath done great 
Things for us: wheresf we are glad, Praije ye the LOR _— 
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< The firſt open and publick Manifeſtation of the Loxp's 
Return to us by the Power of his Grace, was on the 26th 
of February 1740, 1. It was the Day appointed by the Go- 
vernment to be kept with ſolemn Faſting & Prayer through- 
out this Province to implore the Blefling of Heaven on our 
Nation in the War with Spain, &c. and the Day in Courſe 
for the publick Lecture preparatory for the Adminiſtration 
of the LoRD's Supper in the fecond Church in this Town; 
wi.cre on this double Occaſion the Miniſter preached from 
Zach. 12. 10. There appeared, eſpecially in the Afternoon, 
very uncommon Attentiveneſs upon the Word, a wonderful 
Tanna upon the Aſſembly : The Tokens of a very 
ſcrious Concern were viſible on many Faces. And tho? 
there is ſufficient Reaſon to believe that many Perſons, be- 
fore this, were under conſiderable Convictions, and abode fo 
after the Day aboveſaid ; yet they kept their Concern very 
much to themſelves, until ſome Time in March following, 
when they could no longer conceal their Diſtreſſes; they 
began to lament their own Caſes to one another, and to 
come frequently to their Miniiter under Soul- Trouble. It 
was very agreably ſurprizing almoſt daily to hear of netou In- 


ances of young Perſons (for the Work of God's SpIRIT 


ſeemed to be chiefly on yeung People) in great Concern, what 
they ſhould do to be ſaved. The ſame Thoughtfulneſs ſeem'd 
to run from Houſe to Houſe, and from Soul to Soul; and 
their Complaints againſt themſelves were very much the 
ſame. 

It was but 4 lietle tubile after this before the ſame Spi- 
RI T's Operations of the ſame Kind were equally remarka- 
ble in the fe Pariſh and Congregation in the Town. Par- 
ticularly on the Zrmual Faſt April 23. 1741, was a very 
open and publick Diſplay of Divine Grace there, very much 
as mentioned above (in the ether C:xgregat:en\) when the 
Miniſter preached from Fer. 26. 13; and mam were bro't 
under /trong Conviftions, and thenceforward many flocked 
to their Miniſter, eſpecially young Peopie, under Soul- 
Diſtreſs. 

The powerful Awakenings & Cerciice lens on Perſons Minds 
ſpread from Neighbourhoed to Noiwhbbourned, fo that by Mid- 
Summer there were Inſtances in al! Parts of the Thun under 
great Concern to know icht they h] as is be ſaved. Yea, 
it appeared to us, ſo far as we could obſerve in our reſpective 


« Pariſhes, 
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Pariſhes, that very few Houſes,if any in the Town were paſſed 
by and left without ſome obſervable ſpiritual Concern on 
ſome or other of the Family. Our People, in general, be- 
came much more attentive in Time of publick Worſhip ; 
their Countenances being generally ſolemn, liſtening and 
tender, ſhew'd their extraordinary Appetite for the Word : 
and it became a very common Thing with us to have @ great 
Part of the Aſſembly in Tears at hearing the Word, and eſpe- 
cially when they heard the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, and 


they were invited to reſt their weary Souls in CHRIST the 


Saviour. While we endeavoured with great Plainneſs to 
ſhow unto Sinners their Guilt and Danger, and to open the 
awful Contents of the Law to them, theſe Truths would 
often have their proper Effect, in alarming guilty Conſci- 
ences, and filling the Minds of many with great Concern 
for their own Souls; and then the Goſpel-News of a Sa- 
VIOUR, and the Freeneſs of Divine Grace would marvel- 
loufly melt a great Part of our Congregations into Tears, and 
perſwade them, by divine Help, to ſeek the great Salvation, 
Nor have we ſeen Reaſon as yet to think any other than that 
many of theſe earne/t Seekers were ſure Finders of the Pearl 
of great Price. ; 

Our People grew very deſirous of Lectures; that they 
might have more frequent Opportunities for ſpiritual In- 
ſtruction, and to join in ſocial Worſhip; where we found 
GOD often beſtowed his Bleſſing. It was not rare to hear 
them confeſs that they uſed to be weary of the Sabbath; 
but now they long to have it return, and that it ſeemed ex- 
ceeding long to them, if they went from Sabbath to Sabbath 
without hearing a Sermon. We uſed frequently to gratify 
their Deſires, and preach publick or private Lectures: tho 
we have fince ſeen Cauſe to lament that we did not preach 
much oftener at the Beginning of this very remarkable Day 
of Grace, than we did; when the Sp1R1T was moſt eri 
dently with the Verd. and the Work of the Lord, thro' 
infinitely wonderful Grace, did proſper in our Hands. We 
have ſince, upon more Obſervation and Experience, been 
more frequent in our Preaching, and ſee no Reaſon to repent 
it, but to bleſs GOD far ſtrengthening us unto and ſucceed- 
ing us, as we believe he hath, in our more abundant L- 


bours. 
(Te be continuzd. ) 
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The Account of the late Revival of Religion in Wren- 
tham continued. i 


« nerally and voluntarily dane with their Frolicking and 

merry Meetings: Many of them have appear'd bitterly 
© to lament their Miſpence of much precious Time in ſuch 
Meetings: It hath been very agreably ſurprizing to obſerve 
© the Reſentment of themſelves, which 'ſome of the /ate 
* Ring-leaders of their Merriment expreſſed. For while we 
© hope they ſorrowed after a godly ſort, behold, what Careful- 
© ne/5 it wrought in them, yea, what vebement Deſire to be for 
© ever free from ſuch Folly, yea, what Zeal, yea, what Re- 
* venge / Nor did they degenerate into Melancholy, or refuſe 
Company, but frequently would aſſociate themſelves for reli- 
« gious Exerciſes. Accordingly the religious Societies of young 
People that were before formed in the Town, grew much more 
numerous; and other Societiet were ſet up, and continue in 
various Parts of the Town, both among young People and 
Heads of Families. And both Family- Meetings and young 
* Mer's religious Meetings are much frequented. We have 
© great Reaſon to rejoice in the Chri/t;an Conference that has 
long been one /tated Part of the Exerciſe of our young Men's 
* Meetings ; there being evident Tokens of their Gain in 
* ſpiritual Knowledge thereby, diſcoverable when we have 
* had Opportunity to converſe with them, and others in pri- 
vate about the State of their Souls. Upon which we can 
© freely recommend it as a very proper Part of the Exerciſe 
* of private Meetings, where it has not yet been practiſed, 
As we have alſo abundant Reaſon to recommend it unto 
H h 6 young 


c J. is now above two Years ſince our young Perple have ge- 
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young People to aſſociate themſelves for religious Exerciſe, 
in proper Time, and under due Regulations; from what 
we have heard of the Advantage thereof to many of our youny 
People, when they have declared to us, and in the publick 
Congregation, what GOD hath done for their Souls, at, 
and by ſuch Meetings. And doubtleſs private Societies fot reli- 
tous Exerciſes among Heads of Families, under equally proper 
egulations, might be proportionably beneficial 3 of which, 
we truſt, GOD hath not left us without Witneſs in thisTowr, 
© Before this bleſſed Revival of Religion in the Town, 
there was very little to be heard among Old or Young, of 
pious Diſcourſe, when they were occaſionally together, but 
it is now above two Years ſince there has been an happy 
Reformation in this Regard, tho? it hath not yet been pre- 
valent to the Degree as it ought in the Town. It was cn 
pleaſant to ſee and hear the wonderful Alteration in d 
Matter among the Youth, and ſome Children of nine, ten, (r 
twelveYears of Age. Many of our youngPeople,who whenevi: 
they viſited one another or met occationally, would ſpe 
their Time in meer vain and uſeleſs Diſcourſe, if not worſe; 
now grew much more deſirous to be together than heretc- 
fore; and the BiBLE, or ſome pious Author muſt ordinrij 
at ſuch Times be one of the Company, and their Conver 
ſation would turn chiefly on the State of the.r Souls, d- 
vine and eternal Things: And many of their Minds ſeen cd 
much more intent on theſe Things than formerly on Vanity. 
Such as would before purpoſely avoid the Company and Li. 
courſe of the Godly, would now induſtriouſly ſeek both, ui 
would frequently apply to thoſe, whom they thought more 
Enowing and pious, with ſerious and weighty Queſtions 

about the Things of GOD. | 
Many of our People living three or four Miles or mit! 
from our Places of publick Worſhip, are neceſſitated to 
tarry at or near about the Meeting- Houſes, through the Ii. 
termiſſion, between Forenoon and Afternoon Exerciſes ; and 
there uſed to be little elſe, but vain and worldly Talk among 
moſt : But upon the late remarkable divine Influence al 
People's Minds, there was a wonderful Change in this Re. 
gard among (we think) the greateſt Part of our People. I 
became a common Thing for them to retire in ſmall Com. 
panies to different Places, for religious Conferences, or 71s 
ing, and ſometimes theſe Exerciſes were mixed. And wy 
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lately there are ſeveral Societies that ſpend Part of the Inter- 
miſſion in praying, reading and ſinging together. So that on 
many Accounts the Inter miſſion, as well as Time of publick 
Exerciſes of GOD's Worthip, is very remarkably Hl to 
the LORD, eſteemed honourable, and a great Delight unto 
the more ſerious among us. And even the Time of Travel 
to and from our Places of publick Worſhip has often been 
ſwectly redeemed for pious Diſcourſe between two or three, 
as they walk in Company together. 

We are ſatisfied that the general Concern upon People's 
Minds which prevailed among us above !wo Years ago, and 
has not ceaſed, did not ariſ from a Diſpoſition to conform 
to the prevailing Cuſtom of People around us ; ; for this was 
the fir ft Town which was ſo remarkably viſited and bleſſed 
by ſovereign Grace witkin a pretty many Miles : And it 
evidently appeared that many would be under the ſame Con- 
cern at the ſame Time,and would be agreably ſurprized when 
they unexpectedly found one another uttering the /ame Cam- 
plaints relating to the State of their own Souls. 

It is alſo very evident that this general Awakening was 
not from the Influence of travelling Miniſters (tho* we 
are ſatisfied God has made Uſe of ſome of them for the 
revival of Religion in many Places: ) for there was 
but one Sermon preached in the Town in ſuch a Way, 
ad that to a ſmall Auditory, (the Warning being very ſhort) 
and this, Months before the Concern was very g general thro? 

the Town. And here it is very obſervable that there was 
a Spirit of Convidtion on the Hearts of mauy in the inter 
bef;re it was externally very evident; when, by the Extre- 
mity of the Winter and Depth of the Snow, many of our 
People could not for many Sabbaths together attend on the 
ordinary and ſtated Exerciſes of Religion: So clearly waz 
it the Wort of GOD. Nevertheleſs we are glad to owa 
that the News of many Converſions in Northampton and other 
Towns in that Part of the Country ſome Years before, and of 
ſome remarkable Succeſs of theGoſpel in ſome Parts of Eng- 
land & America, were Means of ſtirring upThoughtfulne/s | in 
many, and encouraged godly Perſons to pray with the re 


Confidence for the out- pouring of theHo LY GHOsralſoonus. 
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The remarkable external Reformation that has been among 
us, hath doubtleſs ariſen very much from internal Operations 


* of the HoLy GHOST, by the Law and Goſpel upon the 
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Minds of many. We had a great deal of Opportunity to 
obſerve the Concern upon People's Minds, and their bitter 


< Moans& Complaints about theState of their ownSouls, when 
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they uſed to flock to us, for Advice what they ſhould ds. 
Many came to offer themſelves to join in Church- Fellay. 
ſhip, whom we looked upon our ſelves obliged to examine 
particularly of their Experiences, which gave them Reaſon 
to hope that they could in Sincerity enter into ſolemn Co- 
venant with GO and his People. Our Times for theAd- 
miniſtration of the Lok 0's Supper in each Church are u 
Months apart and into the ſecond Church in the Town 
(which before conſiſted of ſixty three Communicants, and the 
Pariſh of about ſeventy Families) juſt before the Sacrament 
May 3. 1741, were admitted twenty four more: and be- 
tween the ſaid 3d of May and the fir/t of July following, 
were admitted thirty ſeven more. And conſiderable Num- 
bers afterwards from Time to Time. 

Into the firſt Church in the Town (which before conſiſt- 
ed of ninety tzwo Communicants, and the Pariſh of about one 
Hundred and twenty Families) were admitted juſt before the 
Sacrament Fuze 7th 1741, twenty more. And then be- 
fore Auguſt iſt thirty eight more. And then before October 
1ſt eighteen more. And before the Adminiſtration of the 
Lord's Supper there have conſtantly been a con/iderabl: 
Number admitted ever ſince (never leſs than five, except 
twice, and uſually more at a Time.) So that now in the 
firft Church are two Hundred & twenty eight Communicants, 
excluſive of two Perſons that have been diſmiſſed & recom- 
mended to us from anotherChurch. And in the ſecondChurch 
are one Hundred and fifty twoCommunicants,excluſive of five 
Perſons, who have been admitted into it, belonging to 2 
neighbouring Town where they have no ſettled Paſtor, or 
ſtated Ordinances, nor even Preaching conſtantly on Sab- 
baths. In ſhort, One Hundred and thirty ſix Communicants 
are added to the fir/? Church, and eighty nine to the ſecond 
ſince April 1741. 

© Thus greatly are the Numbers of our Communicants in- 
creaſed, and we had Opportunity to diſcourſe with each of 
thoſe admitted into the reſpective Churches under our par- 
ticular Watch, of the State of their Souls, and with many 
of them ſeveralTimes ; as well as with a conſiderable Num- 
ber who were Prefiſſors before, and came to us in this re- 

markable 
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markable Day, fuller of Concern about their Souls than 
uſual : And many that have been brought under ſome Con- 
victions, who yet ſtand off from the LORD's Table. Many 
(as each of us can declare relating to ſuch as one or other of 
us diſcourſed with, and to others that both of us diſcourſed 
with, and many, of whoſe Diſcourſe with their Neighbours 
and Acquaintance we had almoſt daily an Account of) uſed 
to complain of their Miſpence of Time, eſpecially of Sabbath- 
Time, and of their vain wandering Hearts in Time of religious 
Morſbip; they would lament over their whole Life,as having 
been filled up with Sin; and complain of their own wicked 
Hearts, as leading them to all Manner of Abominations na- 
turally : They would frequently confeſs it with apparent 
Mourning, that they had ſ long deſpiſed an offered and glo- 
rious SAVIOUR ; and expreſs their Wonder and Amaze- 
ment that GOD had ſpared them ſo long, that he did not 
cut them off in the midſt of their Wickedneſs ; acknow- 
ledging that GOD would be infin:tely juſt if he had done it, 
or if he ſhould ſtill caſt them off for ever; profeſſing their 
Senſe that it muſt and would be infinitely free Grace, if ever 
they were ſaved, moſt wonderful Grace. They would fre- 
quently complain of themſelves as greater Sinners than any 
they knew off: If others had been guilty of more open, 
ſcandalous Sins, yet they hoped that none had ſuch wicked 
Hearts as themſelves. They would often expreſs it, that 
the ſinful Ways, which they uſed to delight moſt in, were 
now the moſt loathſome and grievous to them : together 
with very earneſt Wiſhes, that they might be kept from all 
Sin; and would lament, that they could not live without 
Sin, becauſe of indwelling Corruption. Many would ſtill 
expreſs their Hope of Mercy through Jes Us CHRIS, not- 
withſtanding all their Vileneſs, and that they hoped they 
were enabled to venture their immortal Souls on that chief 
Corner-Stone for Safety ; and that they found a free Ac- 
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q quieſcence of Soul in him; that they deſired nothing ſo much 
as to ſubmit unto him, and to live to his Glory. | 
- Some could tell the Time when they firſt became ſeriouſly 
f © concerned about their Souls, and what was the Sermon, or 
- * the particular Paſſage in a Sermon that pricked them to the 
y Heart: And ſome would aſſure us, That the News of many 
- * others brought under Soul-Concern, and as they thought 
- bringing Home to CHRIST, awakened them. It ſeemed 
6 * a3 
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c as if almoſt all their Acquaintance would be ſaved, and 


themſelves left, which would look very awful to them. Some 
could give a diſtinct Account of the Time when from great 
Diftreſs, theic Souls were enabled to venture upon an infi- 
nite Saviour, and (if they deceived not themſelves) found 
Goſpel-Reſt in him. Others could give a leſs diſtinct Ac- 
count as to the Time of their greateſt Diſtreſs,and firſt find- 
ing Reſt in CHRIS, and yet perhaps equally diſtinct, as to 
the genuine Fruits of the Spirit in their Hearts. 


Some have had, to Appearance, much greater Degrees of 


Concern and Convifion than others, and there has been a 
great Fariety as to the Degrees of Perſons Ref? and Jay of 
Soul in ſpiritual Things. And we have been ever careful 
to adviſe Perſons to obſerve, rather the Spring, Nature and 
Effects, both of Terrors and Joys, than the Degrees of them: 
And that the Heart of a Sinner muſt be fo broken for Sin 
as to be broken of from Sin; and that every true Convert 
hath ſuch a Diſcovery of CHRIST as perſuades the Soul to 
chooſe him in all his Offices. 

Some have been much longer under aSp:7zt of Bondage than 
others, before they have had any ſatisfying Tokens of having 
received a Spirit of Adoption, whereby they could cry, Alla, 
Father. And ſome who were carly under Convictions of Sin, 
ſeem ſtill to remain ſo, without giving the diitinguithing 
Marks of a ſavirg Converſian; or without returning 
to their former Way of living, and Frame of Mind, 
now for above two Years. But we have awful Reafon to 
fear that ane who were under confiderable Awakenings at the 
Beginniag of this remarkable Day, have unburicned them- 
ſelves without finding Reſt in CHRIST, by a truc Faith. 

© There was about a Year ago, ſome Decay among us. 
There ſeemed to be leſs Solemnity and Livelineſs in the 
Countenances and Behaviour of the Generality of our Con- 
gregations while in the Houſe of GOD ; leſs Earneſtneſs 
after divine Inſtructions, both publick and perſonal ; not fo 
much Savourineſs in private Converſation; but a greater 
Eagerneſs after the Things of the World, than in Months 
before. Some who had ſeemed to be under ſome ſmall 
Awakening, ſeemed to loſe their Concern and Tenderneſs; 
tho* we think that very few, if any ſuch have returned to 
ſo great a Degree of Lewdneſs and Vanity as they formerly 
lived in. Some that appeared to be under great Awaken- 
— 6 ings, 
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ings, as well as ſome that appeared to be hopeſully convert- 
ed, ſcem'd to loſe much of the Senfe of Divine Things 
which they had before; and many were ſenſible of this 
Decay. But, blefled be GOD, among all thoſe, that we 
looked upon in a Judgment of Charity, to be born from 
:b;ve, there has not one turn'd an open Apoſtate,nor evidently 
and impenitently ſcandalous in their Behaviour: Nor have 
the Generality of thoſe who have been in any conſiderable 
Meaſure awakened, returned, in this Time of Decay, to 
their former heedleſs and airy Way of living: There has 
not been any Revival of their Frolicks, or vain and merry 
Meetings; nor did they ceaſe from their religious Meet- 
ings, nor drop any of them, unleſs on Occaſion of an extra- 
ordinary buſy Seaſon, and ſhort Evenings, and that only in 
one Part of the Town where they live remote from one 
another, and for a ſhort Time. Altho* Religion for fome 
Monchs about that Time did not feem to be fo reviving as 
betore, nor the Word to have ſuch Power, nor Convictions 
nor Corverſions to be multiplied ; yet neither did the State 
Religion among us, nor the Face of the Town appear to 
e at all the ſame as three Years ago. And we have Reaſon 
to think, that all this Time CONVERSIONS were more fre- 
zuent than for ſome Years before 1740. We have Reaſon 
to hope that many Prayers were aſcending from among us 


dan to the Throne of Grace for a greater Plenty of divine 
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and faving Influences on the People of the Town, as well as 
or the Proſperity of Zion in general: And we truſt that 
many of the People of GOD were (and are ſtill) praying 
for theſe Things. 

* And the LORD, the overflowing Fountain of Grace, 
hath been pleaſed to viſit us with AN THER plentiful Shower 
of Grace, and fo ſtrengthen that which he had wrought for 
us. It is now above half a Year ſince a SECOND REVIVAL 
of Religion began to be very obſervable in the Town ; 
Firſt, in the firſt Pariſh in the Town, and very ſoon aſter 
in the ſecond. As to the Sabſlance of the Work, it appears 
to us to be the ſame as was remarkably among us above tuo 
Year; ago, of which there has never ſince been a Ceſſation. 
But there are a few Things obſervable, which are Cireum- 


* /lances attending the Work of GOD's Grace new among 


c 
. 


us, in Which there is ſome Difference. --- There have not 


been ſo great Numbers brought under Corvictiens, and the 
Spirit 
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Spirit of Bondage now as before; according to our Obſer- 
vation. Some who have of late been under ſtrong Con- 
Vviciont, have been more 2 pricked to the Heart, and 
« brought into greater Diſtreſs, than before. Some, who 
© we have Reaſon to hope were /incere Converts unto GOD 
< before the Time which we are now {peaking of, have now 
© been brought into exceeding great Diſtreſs, at renewed and 
< .clearer Diſcoveries of their own Hearts, and a more bitter 
Remembrance of their Sins. x 
Not a few of real Chriſtians have been more remarkably 
£ guickened now than before, in their Chriſtian Walk. 
« Some who we charitably hope have been lately converted 
© to GOD, as well as ſome who we hope were converted a 
« Near or two ago, and ſome who have been looked upon as 
« ſincere Chriſtians for a conſiderable Number of Years, have 
nin this Time been very much filled and feaſted with the Con- 
ſalations of GOD, (as we judge from what they ſay, and 
< their after As ; 
There have been not a very few among us within ſeven 
or eight Months paſt that have cried out with great Agonies 
and Diſtreſs, or with high Joys on ſpiritual Accounts, and 
< that in Time of religious Exerciſes, But theſe two Things 
< we would obſerve relating to what we have ſeen of this 
Nature, viz. (1.) That we are perſuaded that very few if 
© any among us have cried out in ſuch a Manner while they 
© could refrain: And we have ever cautioned Perſons againſt 
© making any Outcries in Time of religious Worſhip, if they 
could avoid it, without doing too much Violence to their 
Nature, or turning their Thoughts from divine Things; 
Tho' we have not thought it ordinarily proper to leave off 
< ſpeaking, or to have the Perſons ſo affected removed out of 
© the Houſe. And (2.) That we by no Means account Per- 
© ſons crying out in Time of Worſhip, falling down, or the 
Degree of their Joys or Sorrows, that might occaſion theſe 
Effects on their Bodies, to be any Sign of their Conver/ton, 
when ſeparately conſidered ; & have carefully warn'd ourPeo- 


we cannot but think that moſt who have ſo manifeſted their 
Senſe of Things, were under the Operations of the Holy Gh; 
at the ſame Time, which occaſion'd theſe Outcries; and that 
their gnward Experiences were ſub/tantially the ſame as theirs, 
ho have been ſavingly converted toGOD, (as we hope) and 
have given no ſuch Tokens of their Diſtreſs or Joys. 
(Te be ſiniſbed in gur next.) 


R M A A „ „ @6 


ple againſt ſuch a Way of thinking: Tho! at the ſame Time 


6 —: , . A- 9 a=». ab 


1 — ig * 


s -u — 0 w Ms BE... 


— ww W ww. oc „* FO EL —_— 


Ebb (% S 
2 THE 


Chriſtian Hiſtory ; 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Reviyal 
of Religion in England Scotland and America, 


PUP UP? GP P12 UP): 1: «1: UN UP: UP UP UN UN): UN NU UP 


Saturday OcToper 8. 1743. Ne. 22. 


, . UP UP UP» 0 UP UP CPN UN PN UN NUR OP 3p UT 


The Account of the late Revival of Religion at Wren- 
tham finiſhed. | | 


EOPLE have within this Time appeared as defirous 
« as ever, or more ſo (as to conſiderable Numbers) 
© of Sermons and ſocial Worſhip, than ever 
< before. 

© There have been a Variety of Inſtances among us of 
© Perſons appearing in very great Diſtreſs, even unto Agonies, 
for others Souls ; beyond what we have ever ſeen before. 

And ſome among us have not been ſo well ſatisfied, nor 
* ſo much delighted with this late Revival, as they ſeemed to 
be tuo Years ago; and ſome that ſeemed ſomething awa- 
* kened then, have appeared to look ſomething ſtrange upon 
* what we take to be the ſame Work, now it hath been at- 
* tended with. ſome uncommon Circumſtances. And we are 
concerned leaſt ſome have been prejudiced againſt the 
* powerful Manner in which GOD hath been pleaſed to carry 
* on his own Work; and ſo have lain the leſs open to Con- 
* viftions and Benefit by Goſpel Ordinances. 

We have not known Trances, Viſions, Revelations, or the 
like. We have had great Freedom from the Appearances of 
* a cenſorious Spirit in the Subjects of this bleſſed Work; 
* tho' ſome tender and compaſſionate Expreſſions have been miſ- 
* conſtrued. We have not had 4 /ingle Inſtance, who 
© hath pretended to authoritative Exhorting, nor any that 9 
have pleaded for it; but Chriftian Conference hath been il 
much encouraged and practiſed among elder and younger | 


People. 
1i To 
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To conclude; We can, upon the whole freely declare 


our Opinion, That Almighty GOD hath begun, and now, 


for more than two Years, been carrying on @ glorious Refor- 
mation and Revival of pure and undefiled Religion among 
the People of our Charge ; convincing, hopefully converting, 
and greatly ſandifying, quickening arid comforting many 
among Us, by a wonderful Effuſion of the Drvixe 
SPIRIT, accompanying the Word, Otdinances and Pro- 
vidences- And that GOD hath been exceeding good to 
us in preſerving us from ſuch Errors, Seperations, and 
< Diſorders, which, we have heard have been in ſome other 
Places. For which, may God have all the Glory. 


Thus we have endeavoured to give a juft Account of "the + 


late remarkable Revival of Religion in WRENTHAu; 
with an exact Regard to Truth, according to our Obſervz- 
tion and Remembrance, of Perſons, ' Converſations, and 
Events. e N 8 
Now, earneſtly wiſhing the Proſperity of Zion; and 
« begging the Prayers of GOD's People for us, and the 
People under our immediate Care. We Subſcribe 


HENRY MessI1n@rts, Paſtor of the firſt: Church 


in WgENTHAM. | | 
ELras Haven, Paſtor of the /econd Church 


in WRENTHAM. 


Wrentham, Aug. 12. 1743. 
N. B. The Rev. Mr. Prince has the following Informatin 


remarkable In/lance, which fell under his Obſervation, when 
occaſionally at Wrentham in Auguſt 1742. /Fhich we thint 
proper to communicate to the Publick, in Addition to the far ego] 
Account, | | 


THE 7, Perſon that cried out under the preaching, of the 

Word, in the firſt Pariſh of Z/rentham, was a Man more 
than 40 Years old, at a Lecture, Aug. 19. 1742, when Mr. 
Cotton was preaching from Matth.1i1. 28. Towards the cloſe 
of the Sermon, the ſaid Perſon ſpake aut with much Concem 
and Diſtreſs about the State of his Soul. Soon after tht 


Congregation was diſmiſs'd, he went to diſcourſe with Mr. 
Catlan 


r 
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Cotton 3; who aſking him the Reaſon of his crying out in the 


Aſſembly, in the Manner he had done, the Man reply'd, 


That he could not avoid his doing ſo; tho* he had often ſpake 
againſt other People's crying out, and had ſaid that they might, 
if they would, refrain from it, and not diſturb the Congrega- 
tion in hearing. | 

He then added, that he went to that Lecture, with a 
more ſerious Concern upon his Mind, than he had commonly 
done, that he might get Good by that Opportunity; and he 
ſaid, that the Nord he heard, eame with ſuch Power upon 
him, that he could not help crying out, and ſpeaking as he 
did. When Inquity was made concerning his ſpiritual State, 


he declar'd, He had been an honeſt, moral Liver ; had pray'd 


conſtantly in his Family, tho? not ſo conſtantly in ſecret ; had 
made Conſcience of attending the publick Worſhip of Gop, 
lov'd to hear (as he tho't) faithful Preaching ; --- and he had 
been ready to conclude, he was in a good and ſafe State, and 
all was well with him. But now he was bro't to ſee his Sin, 
Miſery, and Danger, in a natural State,and his Need of Chrift 
to help & ſave him; and to ſee that if a new & ſaving Change 
was not wrought by the SpIR IT of Gop upon his Heart, he 
ſhould be undoxe'for ever --- And he expreſs'd his Fears that 
the Day of Grace was over as to him, and that there was now 
no Hope for him.--- Upon which it was ſuggeſted to him, that 
now the SPIRIT bf Gop was fo /?riving with him, he might 


be aſſur'd, that there was Hope concerning him; and it look'd 


as tho* GOD was waiting to be gracious, if ſuch Convictions 
were cheriſh'd. 

Mr. Cotton gave him what Advice and Direction he tho't 
needful, for one in his State and Circumſtances, upon his firſt 
coming to him. He came again the next Morning, and was 
in as great Diſtreſs as before, becauſe of the Provocations he 
had given to the SPIRIT of God to forſake him, and to rive 
7 more with him; but yet declar'd, he was reſolv'd to /cet 
and plead (as he was able) for the Lox D's Compaſſion & Mercy 
to him; and faid, If Gop ſhould not ſhew him Mercy now, 
he believ'd the SpIRIT would never /o frive with him any 
MOre,--=-- | 

After confiderable Time ſpent in converſing with him, he 


remain'd greatly concern'd and diſtreſs'd, left he ſhould not 


—.— Mercy from Gop: but ſtill reſolv'd to ſeek and cry 
or it. | 
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And uponInquiry Mr. Cotton has been inform'd there is now 
Reaſon to hope and believe that GOD has heard Prayer for this 
Man, and not turned away his Mercy from him.“ 


„* 
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As WESTERLY and CHARLSTOWN in Rnonx. 
IsLAND-Colemy ( of the Propagation of Religion in which tu 
Towns we gave the Rev. Mr. PARK*s Account in Page 201) ar; 
about a Hundred Miles to the Southward of BosTON ; we nny 


preſent our Readers with an Account of the Revival of Religion at 


NEWARK & ELIZABETH-Town in the Province of New. 
JERSEY above twoHundred & eighty Miles to theSouth-Weſt. 
ward ef BosTON ; as drawn up by the Rev. Mr. Diek ixsox, 
Paſtor of a Church in the laſt mentioned Town, and ſent in 
Letter to the Rev, Mr. Foxcroft, as follows---- 
Elizabeth-Town, Auguſt 23. 1743. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
* Compliance with your Defire, I ſhall endeavour to 

give you a brief Account of the late Revival of Re. 
ligion among us; tho? I dare not attempt to anſwer your 
ExpeCtations, by a particular Repreſentation of the exten- 
five Spread of the religious Concern in the diſtant Parts 
of this Province, and in Penſylvania ; having no particular 
Acquaintance with the wonderful Stir, that has been ſo much 
ſpoken of in ſo manyPlaces in thoſeParts ; and being willing to 
limit my Narrative to what fell under my more immediate 
Obſervation, in this Town and inNewark which is contiguous 
to it. 

Revival of Religion at NEW AR K.] 


In theſe Towns RELIGION was in a very low State; Proſeſ- 
ſors generally dead and lifeleſs ;_ and the Body of our People 
careleſs, carnal and ſecure ; that there was but little of the 
Power of Godlineſs appearing among us, till ſome Time in 
Auguſt 1739, (the Summer before Mr. Whitefield came firſt into 
theſeParts)when there was a remarkable Revival atNEWARK, 
eſpecially among their riſing Generation: Many of whom 
were now brought under Conviations ; and inſtead of frequent- 
ing their vain Company as uſual, were flocking to their Mi- 
niſter, with that important Inquiry, hat ſhall we di fo be 
ſaved ? ---- This Concern increaſed ior a conſiderable Time 


among the young People; (tho' not wholly conhn'd to 9 
an 
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and in November, December and January following, it became 


more remarkable, as well as more general. --- There was'an 
apparent Reformation among the Youth of the Town : their 
cuſtomary Tavern-haunting, Frolicking, and other youthful 
Extravagancies, were now laid aſide- A newFace of Things 
appeared in the Town : All Occaſions of religious Conver- 
{ation were improv'd withDelight : A Seriouſneſs, Solemnity, 
and devout Attention appeared in their publick Aſſemblies ; 
and a ſolemn Concern about their eternal Welfare, was viſible 
in the very Countenances of many.--- This Revival of Reli- 


gion was chtefly obſervable among the younger People, till the 


following March; when the whole Town in general was 
brought under an uncommon Concern about their eternal 
Intereſts ; and the Congregation appeared univerſally affected 
under ſome Sermons that were then preached to em; and 
there is good Reaſon to conclude, that there was a conſidera- 
ble Number who experienced a /aving Change about that 
Time. 

The dummer following, this awak*ningConcern ſenſibly aba- 
ted,tho? it did not wholly die away; and nothing remarkable 
occured till Febr.1740,1. when they were again viſited with 
the ſpecial and manifeſt Effuſions of the SPIRIT of Gop. --- 
A plain familiar Sermon then preached, without any peculiar 
Terror, Fervor, or affectionate Manner of Addreſs, was ſet 
home with Power. Many were brought to ſee and feel, that 
till then, they had no more than a Name to live; and Pro- 
feſſors in general were put upon ſerious and ſolemn Inquiries 
into the Foundation of their Hope. There ſeem'd to be very 
tew in the whole Congregation, but what felt more or leſs of the 
Power of God at this happy Seaſon ; tho' the greate/? Con- 
cern now appeared among the riſen Generation. There is 
good Reaſon to conclude, that there were a greater Number 
now brought home to Chriſt, than in the former gracious 
Viſitation. * 

It was remarkable at this Seaſon, that as Sinners were ge- 


nerally under an awakening diſtreſſing Senſe of their Guilt 


and Danger; ſo the Children of God were greatly refreſhed 


and comforted ; their Souls were maggifying the Lok p, and 
rejoycing in Gop their Saviour, while others in diſtreſſing . 


Agony were crying out, Men and Brethren what ſpall 


we dg ? 
In 
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In the Summer following, this religious Concern ſenſibly 
decay'd ; tho' the fincereConverts now held faſt their Profeſſion 
without wavering ; yet there were too many who had been 
under Convidtions, that grew careleſs and ſecure; and all 
Endeavours prov'd ineffectual, to give new Life to their for- 
mer Solicitude about their eternal Welfare. 

What ſeem'd greatly to contribute to this (now growing) 
Security among theſe, was the Pride, falſe and raſh Zeal,and 
Cenſoriouſneſs, which appeared among /ome few at this Time, 
who made high Pretences to Religion. This open'd the 
Mouths of many againſt the whole Work; and raiſed that 
Oppoſition which was not before heard of; almoſt every 
Body ſeeming to acknowledge the Finger of God in theſe 
wonderful Appearances, till this Handle was given to their 
Oppoſition. And the dreadful Scandals of Mr. C which 
came to Light about this Time, prov'd a Means to ſtill fur- 
ther harden many in their Deslenſion and Apoſtacy. That 
unhappy Gentleman having made ſo high Pretenſions to ex- 
traordinary Piety and Zeal, his Scandals gave the deeper 
Wound to vital and experimental Godlineſs. 

Thus Sir, I have faithfully given you a Narrative in ſome 
brief and general Hints of the late Revival of Religion at 
NEWARK ; and ſhall now proceed to give you a brief View 
- the like Manifeſtations of the divine Grace atEL1iz ABETH- 

OWN. 2 | 


[Revival of Religion at ELIZABETH-Towx.] 


The Reverend Mr. Vpbitefſeld preach'd a Sermon here in 
the Fall of the Year 1739, to a numerous and attentive Audi- 
tory ; but I could obſerve no further Influence upon ourPeo- 
ple by that Addreſs, than a general Thoughtfulneſs about Reli- 
gion ; and a Promptitude to make the extraordinary Zeal and 
Diligence of that Gentleman, the common and turning 
Topick of their Converſation. I don't know that there was 
any one Perſon brought under Conviction, or any new and 
ſpecial Concern about their Salvation, by that Sermon; nor 


more than one by any Endeavours that were uſed with them 


that Fall, or the ſucceeding Hinter.--- Tho? there was ſuch 2 
ſhaking among the dry Bones ſo near to us, as is above re- 
preſented, and we had continual Accounts from Newark of 


the growing Diſtreſs among their People, (their young People 


eſpecially) and of their awful ſolicitous Concern about their 
Salvation 4 
* 
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dalvation; our Congregation remained yet ſecure and careleſs ; 
and could not be awakened out of their Sleep. You will 
eaſily conceive, that this muſt needs be an afflicting and 
diſcouraging Conſideration to me; that when from other 
Places, we had the joyful News of ſo many flying to Chriſt 
as a Claud, and as Doves to their Windows, I had yet Cauſe to 
complain, that I l d in vain and ſpent my Strength for 
nought. But notwithſtanding all theſe diſcouraging Appea- 
rances, I could not butentertain an uncommonConcern,par- 
ticularly for the young People of my Charge, during that 
inter; and the enſuing Spring; which not only animated 
my Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace on their Behalf, but 
my Endeavours alfo, to excite in them if poſſible, ſome 
affecting Senſe of their Miſery, Danger, and Neceſſity of a 
Saviour. To that End, there were frequent Lectures appoint- 
ed for the young People in particular; but without any viſt- 
ble Succeſs, until ſome Time in June 1740, when we had 
a remarkable Manife/tation of the DIviNE PRESENCE with 
us. | 

Having at that Time invited the young People to hear a 
Serenen, there was a numerous Congregation conveen'd, 
ich conſiſted chiefly of our Youth, tho* there were 

others with them. I preach'd to them a plain, practical 
Sermon; without any Pathos or Pungency, or any ſpecial 
Livelineſs or Vigour ; for I was then in a remarkably dead 
and dull Frame, till enliven'd by a ſudden and deep Impreſſion 
which viſibly appear'd upon the Congregation in general.---- 
There was nd Crying out, or Falling down ; (as elſewhere has 
happen'd) but the inward Diſtreſs and Concern of the Audi- 
ence diſcover'd itſelf, by their Tears, and by an audible Sobbing 
and $ighing in almoſt all Parts of the Aſſembly. There ap- 
pear'd ſuch Tokens of a ſolemn and deep Concern, as I 
never before ſaw in any Congregation whatſoever. From this 
Time, we heard no more of our young People's meeting to- 
gether for Frolicks and extravagant Diverſions, as had been 
uſual among them; but inſtead thereof, prevate Heetings for 
religious Exerciſes were by them ſet up in ſeveral Parts of the 
Town., All our Opportunities of publick Worſhip, were 
carefully and conſtantly attended by our People in general; 
and a ſerious and ſolemn Attention to the Miniitry of the 
Word, was obſervable in their very Countenances. Num- 


bers were almoſt daily repairing to me, for Direction and 
Aſliſtance 
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| tance in their eternal Concerns. There were then pro- 


bably more came to me in one Day en thatErrand,than uſually 
in half a Years ſpace before. In a Word, the Face of the 
Congregation was quite altered ; and Religion became the 
— Subject of Converſation among a great Part of the 

eople. N 

Tho? this Work began among our yeung People; and the 
moſt of thoſe with whom we have Reaſon to conclude it be- 
came effectual, were of the younger Sort; yet there were 
ſome who had lived a careleſs and ſenſual Life to an advanced 
Age, who were under Convictions, and (I hope) ſaving 
brought home to CHRIST; at this bleſſed Time of the Effu- 
ſions of his HoL * SPIRIT. And ſome from the Epiſcopal 
Congregation, who by occaſional attending upon our publick 
Worſhip, were brought under Convictions, are now joined 
in Communion with us, and appear to be Chriſtians indeed. 

Tho? there were ſo many brought under Convictions at 
once, we had very little Appearance of thoſe irregular Heats 
among us, which are ſo loudly complain'd of in ſome other 
Parts of the Land. I don't remember to have heard of above 
two or three Inſtances of any Thing of that Nature, in this 
Congregation ; and thoſe eaſily and ſpeedily regulated. 

It it obſervable that this York was ſubſtantially the ſame in 
all the differing Subjects of it, tho? ſome paſſed thro* much 

eater Degrees of Diſtreſs and Terror than others ; and this 
Diſtreſs laſted much longer with ſome than with others; yet 
all were brought under a deep Senſe of their Sin, Guilt, and 
Danger; and none (that I know of) obtain'd ſatisfying Dif- 
coveries of Safety in CHRIST, till they were firſt brought to 
deſpair of Help from themſelves or any of their own Refuges, 
and to ſee and feel that they lay at Mercy. 

(To be finiſhed in our next.) 


— AO 


* Agpreable to this, the Rev. Mr. Dickinſon in another Letter 
wrote about that Time to the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft, viz 
September 4.1740, has theſe remarkablePaſſages--- I have 
«« ſtill the comfortable News to inform you ef, that there 
ce js yet a great Revival of Religion in theſe Parts. I have 
«© had more young People addreſs me for Direction in their 
ce ſpiritual Concerns within this three Menibs than in thirty 


„ Years before.” 
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The Account of the late Revival of Religion at Eliza- 
beth-Town finiſhed, 


E had no Inſtances among us of ſuch ſudden Converſions 
as I have heard of elſewhere ; but our new Converts 
were all for a conſiderable Time under aLaw-W ork, 

before they were brought to any Abe Views of their Inte- 

reſt in CHRIS and the Favour of Gop. Nor had we many 

Inſtances of thoſe extatick rapturous Joys, that were ſo frequent 

in ſome other Places. 3 

It was remarkable that they who were formerly eminent ſor 
Religion, were now greatly quickned and revived ; and ſome of 
them had now ſuch joyful Manifeſtations of Gop's Love to 
their Souls, as they had never before experienced. 

It was alſo remarkable, that as this Work began among us 
in a Time of greateſt Health and Proſperity ; ſo the Concern 
began ſenſibly to wear off in one of the greateſt Mortalities 
that had ever heen known in the Town ; which makes it ap- 
pear more evidently to be the Wort of Gor himſelf. & 

Tho? there are 2 of thoſe who were then under ſpecial 
Convictions, that have worn off their Impreſſions, and are be- 
come ſecure and careleſs ; yet I don't know of any two Per- 
ſons, who gave reaſonableHopes of a real Change at that Time, 
but what have kitherto by their Converſation confirm'd our 
Hopes of their ſaving Converſion to Gop. 

I would be very cautious of any confident Determinations, 
with Reſpect to the Conver/ien of particular Perſons : bur it 
we may judge the Tree by the Fruits, which we have now had 
ſo long a Time to obſerve, we have Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that. 
near about fixty Per ſons have received a ſaving Change in thrs 

K k Congregation 
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Congregation only, (and a Number in the Pariſh next adjoining 
to us, tho? I dare not pretend to gueſs how many) ſince the 
Beginning of this Work. CREE Wa 
The generalConcern which (as I have obſerved) apeared upon 
the Face of the Congregation, has gradually worn off; and à 
reat Part of thoſe who came ſhort of the effectual and ſaving 
e of the bleſſed 8SpIR IT, are return'd to their former 
Security and Inſenſibility, and again appear like a Valley of 


dry Bones. 23 there be yet a conſiderable Number, that 


don't give fatisfyingEvidences of a regenerate State, who hay: 
not worn off their ſerious Impreflions. | 
I entreat your Prayers for us, that he with whom is the R.. 


ſidue of the SPIRIT, would again revive his Work among us; 


and have Compaſſion upon the many poor Souls who are yet 
in the Paths of Deſtruction and Death. And be pleaſed par- 
ticularly to remember at the Throne of Grace 
Your moſt aſfectionate 
humble Servant 
JonaTHan Dickingon, 


N. B. The preceeding NARRATIVE came incloſed in aLet- 
ter to the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft ; in which are the following 
Paſſages, 5 
cel was exceedingly gratified by the DE ARA T ION of your 

LAST CONVENTION of Miniſters in Bos rod: have 

Reaſon to praiſe God, that there are ſuch a Number yet among 

you who are willing to give HIM theGlory of his ſpecial Grace 

ſo eminently difplay'd of late. 5 
According to your Deſire I have herewith ſent you a general 

Narrative of the late Revival of Religion with us ; in which 

I have endeavour'd to be ſcrupulouſly careful.” 5 

| D. 


1 — 1 


—  —  ——— —— 


It is not to be expected that, in publiſhing the Accounts 
ſuccefively ſent us of the Revival of Religion in variousParts, 
we ſhould obſerve ſo exact an Order with Reſpect either to 
Time or Place, as if we had them all before us at the Begin- 
ning: The Inconvenience of which we hope in ſome Mex 
Bop to remove by the Inarx we ſhall give at the Cloſe of the 

car, 
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The following is à general Hiſtory of the Revival of Re- 
ligion (in the Summer 1741, and ſince that Time) at 
HALLIFAX;in theCounty of Phmouth, about 25 Miles 
to theEaſtward of the South from Boſton, drawn up by 
tbe Rev. Mr. Cor rox, Paſtor of the Church in that 


Town,and ſent in a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Prince. 
Rev. Sir, HALLIEAx July 26. 1743. 
Ccording to your Deſire, I ſend you the followingAccount 
of the State of Religion among us. I am under ſome 
Diſadvantage as to this, not having kept Minutes by me, as 
ſome others have done; therefore my Account muſt be more 
general than otherwiſe it might have been. 

The Town of Hallifax contains to the Number of near 70 
Families, and has been a Townſhip about nine Nears : The 
People in general have been a ſober Sort of People ; Tavern- 
haunting, Swearing, and fuch like Vices have never prevailed 
among them to ſuch a Degree as in many other Places, --- But 
the common ere and Lukewarnneſs in Religion have had 
too much the Aſcendant. In the Summer 1741, there were 
many Rumours among us from diſtant Parts reſpecting Reli- 
gion, ſome good, ſome bad, by which we were ſet upon 2 
Gaze, and knew not what to think: Theſe Reports were ſo 
blended together, that we were filled withConcern what would 
be the Event of Things. In ſhort, the Reformation appear'd 
like a Dream to us, we could not realize it ; it ſeem'd as if 
ſome ſtrange Thing had happened. However, I did not fill 
my Pulpit. with the Cry of Diſorder, Confuſion, Trances, 
Viſions, Exbhorters &c. But tho't it more ratimal to ſuſpend 
my Judgment till I had Opportunity of ſeeing for my ſelf. 

In Auguft towards the latter End, we kept a Day of Faſting 
and Prayer, to aſk the Influences of the Se1R1T, and to im- 
plore his gracious Preſence among us. In the beginning of 
November, the Rev. Mr. II hecloct of Lebanon came toBridge- 
water, which is bordering upon us, and there preach'd ſeveral 
Sermons, which were fet home with Power on theSouls of the 
Hearers ; many were prick'd at the Heart, ſome in the time 
of hearing, and ſome thro? aſter - Recollection as they were 
going home &c; Of which no doubt ſome of the Reverend 
Miniſters of Bridgewater will give you a particular Account, 
I heard him preach three Times there, and ſeveral of myPeo- 
ple, I think about forty or fifty, had the Opportunity of hear- 
ing him, once or twice. For my Part, I never ſaw ſuch a 
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ſolemn Time in my Liſe; King Jesus ſeem'd to ride in 
Triumph; Concern appear'd in almoſt every Countenance; 
Tears guſh'd from many Eyes; ſome were quite overcome 
with a Senſe of Guilt, and all ſeem'd to be alive in the Wor- 
ſhip of GOD: My Doubts and Scruples reſpecting the 
Work vani/h'd ; and I was obliged by inconteſtible Evidence 
to ſay, that this muſt needs be the Finger of GOD. Not 
only my ſelf, but almoſt all my People preſent,” were full 
ſatisfyed with what they heard and ſaw ; they were convinced 
that it was Gop's Doing, and it was marvellous: in-their 
Eyes + and they bro't home ſuch a Report as gave a won- 
derful Turn to the Courſe of Things among us: The Senti- 
ments & Tho*ts of People in the Tove, ſeem'd to bealter'd as 
it were at once: The evil Reports ſoon loſt Ground, they 
were baniſh'd and chas'd away, except in a few, as Bats 
before the Light of the Sun. Some few of the Hearers 
preſent (who were maſtly Communicants)- return'd home 
under /trong Cenvictians; forme of whom declared it at firſt, 
andothers of them kept it to themſelves as long as they could: 

But after ſome time they could not help ſpeaking too, & de- 
claring their deplorable Caſe. The Diſcourſe of theſe in a pri- 

vate Way was very moving &affecting, and was I think one of 

the greate/? Means under GOD of ſpreading the Concern 

thro* the Town; tho? not excluſively of other Inſtituted Means; 
they all concurr d in producing this + aſtoniſhing Effect. 

Religion was the Diſcourſe in every Company, the Concern 

was almoſt general, and that Inquiry ſeem'd to be in every 

ones Mouth, M hat ſball Ido to be ſaved ? About the middle 

of November the young People ſet up religions Meetings with 
Advice, in ſeveral Parts of the Town; there being no ſuch 
Meetings before this ; and almoſt all of them both Male and 
Female attended them: and even little Children of about 
nine, ten or twelve Years of Age ſet up a Meeting of their 
own Accord. * And all Frolicking and Caroufing, and merry 


When I heard of this voluntary and unexpected Meeting, 
I was under Concern leſt they by their Miſmanagement 
ſhould open the Mouths of People ; but I was quickly bet- 
ter ſatisfied by the Accounts of ſome who overheard: them; 
they behaved with a great deal of Seriouſneſs and Regu- 
larity, and the Manner of their Performances was beyond, 
what could be expected from fuch Children, | 
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Meetings were laid aſide: Fooliſn Talking and Jeſting ſeemd 
terrible to the young People; they could not endure it; they 
deſir'd to hear nothing but what was ſerious and ſolemn ; 
they took more Delight in going to a Meeting than ever they 
did to a Frolick. But this religious Turn was not confin'd 
to theſe alone, tho? it appear d more in them at firſt; but 
Perſons of all Ages have been affected in a greater or leſſer 
Degree, in the Proceſs of this Work. | 
November 27. Friday, There was a private Meeting at my 
Houſe in the Evening, at which Time after Prayers &c, I 
read to them Mr. EDw aRDs's Narrative. After the Ser- 
vice was over, one that had been Mr. }#/heeloct's Hearers cry'd 
aut in great Diſtreſs, which was the firſt Inſtance of any crying 
out among us. This Perſon when at Bridgewater was very 
much diſguſted with a Perſon's crying out under Soul Concern 
near her, and Mr. Wheelock's Performances did not appear to 
her as they did to others ; ſhe had this Thought while hearing 
him, as ſhe declared in her Diſtreſs, <* Ah you are an Hypo- 
C crite,& you will be diſcover'd within this Twelve- month. 
But however ſhe was not eaſy in her Mind upon her Return; 
ſhe could not reſt contented in the Condition ſhe Was in; a 
Concern ſeiz' d her Soul, which kept encreaſing till this Time: 
And now her Sins ſtare her in the Face; ſhe trembled under 
a Senſe of Guilt, particularly becauſe of the Sin of Unbelief 
and the Hardneſs of her Heart; ſhe ſaid That ſhe was the 
Hypocrite, and that every Body was better than ſhe** ;_ and, 
ſhe appear'd under awful Apprehenſions leaſt ſhe ſhould be left 
to grieve the SPIRIT of Gop, and that he would depart from 
her, as he juſtly might. I and ſome others obſerved her nar- 
re-, and diſcourſed with her during her Diſtreſs ; and it 
was evident to us that ſhe could as ſoon have made a World, 
as have help'd manifeſting her Trouble in the Manner ſhe did. 
After about an Hour ſhe was ſomething more compoſed; tho” 
weak; ſhe then ſat in her Chair and made a pertinent pathe- 
tical Prayer; ſhe had but little Reſt that Night; the next Day 
ſhe appear d very melancholy, her Trouble continuing tho?. 
in a leſſer Degree. On the Sabbath ſne went to Meeting with 
an eager Deſire of hearing; in the Afternoon her Diſtreſs re- 
turn'd upon her with a redoubled Force; this Tho't pierced 
her Soul, „How in that Place ſhe had diſhonour'd CxrisT 
by receiving the Sacrament unworthily”” ; ſhe was affected 
to ſuch a Degree as to overcome her bodily Strength, and ſhe, 
> cry'd 
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cry'd out in the Bitterneſs of her Soul; and now and then ſhe 
had Power to utter herſelf, This Scene was very affeing to 
the Congregation ; and ſome that were under great rn 
before, and were as full as they could hold, could not now 
help manifeſting themſelves, ſeeing one juſt in their Circum- 
ances, oppreſt with a Load of Guilt like them. After we 
had waited ſome Time, I deſired the Perſon firſt affected to 
endeavour to compoſe her ſelf, ſo that ſhe might join with us 
in the Worſhip of GOD; ſhe ftrove for it with all ber 
Power, till ſhe became black in the Face, as thoſe that ſat by 
her declar d; but ſhe could not help fetching ſome Groans 
now and then, ſo that all the Congregation could hear her. 
After this ſhe had fome Diſcoveries of CHRIST, and was 
ſomething more comfortable; but fill full of Doubts and 
Fears; it was a conſiderable Time before her Evidences of 
receiving CHRISTH appear'd clear to her. p | 
Since this we have not had any conſiderable crying out un- 
der Convictiom in the publick Aſſembly during Service-Time ; 
but ſome have manifeſted great Diſtreſs after it has been over: 
Some have cry'd out in their own Houſes when pondering on 
igious Things; fome in private Meetings; and one young 
Girl particularly of nine Years of Age when at Play with her 
Conſorts out of Doors, tho* no Body had ſpoken to her of 
religious Things that Day; ſhe fell down in great Diſtreſs, 
and fad, it ſeem'd as if Hell lay before her, that ſhe was 
ready to fall into it: The Wrath of GOD was dreadful to 
her. Theſe Perſons all declare with one Accord, that they 
could not poſſibly help it; yea, one of them, if not more, have 
before their turn came, faulted others for it, and ſaid, << that 
they could help it if they would”. I don't mention theſe 
Things becauſe I lay any Streſs upon bodily Emotions &c. It 
is the Impreſſion the Soul is under, that I regard and am ſway'd 
by. But I think it neceſſary that theſe Circumſtances be re- 
lated, in order to the giving a juſt Account. If any call 
this Cenfu/ion, I would to ſtop their Mouths declare further, 
that the greater Part that have been under Impreſſions at this 
Day among us have been wrought upon in a filent May. 
But then thoſe that have cry'd out, and thoſe that have not cry'd 
out give the ſame Account of themſelves; and ſome of this 
latter Sort, have declared, that they don't wonder at others 
deing in ſuch an Agony and crying out in Diſtreſs, while 
under Cerviftion 4 for if their own Concern had prevailed 
| ons 
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one Degree farther, all the World could not have kept them 
from the like Manifeſtations. 4 

But what is it fills them with ſuch Horror and Diftreſs ? 
Why, they are convinced of their dreadful State by Nature ; 
they ſee themſelves periſhing and undone ; they feel the Wrath 
of Gop abiding on them: Hence they cry out with Davip, 


My Fleſh trembieth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy 


righteous Fudgments. are prick'd to the Heart with a 
Senſe of Sin; they are convinced that it is the greateſt Evil, 


and dread it more than Hell: They cry out of their Unbelief,. 


their Pride, their Hypocriſy, and the Sin of their Nature in 
the moſt melting Strains ; and nothing will content them but 
a CHRIST 3 nothing will ſatisfy them but an Intereft in 
CHRIST : and all this in ſuch a Manner as it is impoſſible it 

ſhould be feign*d ; many of them ſeem to go beyond them- 
ſelves, and ſpeak in ſuch a moving Manner 'as they were 
never Capable of before. Oh how do they cry out of their 
former miſpence of Time, their flighting of Sabbaths and 
Sermons, their contempt of good Men and good Company, 
their Frolicking, their Gaming, their Tavern-haunting, their 
love to the World, their averſeneſs to all that is Good, and 
all the Sins they have lived in! And how are they fill d with 
Wonder and Amazement that GOD hath let them alone thus 
long, that he hath not before this ſent them to Hell, and 
broke them in the Place of Dragons! And how fearful are 
they that he will ſuddenly cut the Thread of Life aſunder, 
and ſend them to Hell before the Morning Light, or that he 
will take his HoLy SP1R1T from them, and ſeal them up to 
Perdition. This 7 certainly know to be the Caſe ; and I ſo- 
lemnly declare further, that in the whole Courſe of my Mi- 
niſtry I never heard any under Convictions fpeak fo feelingly 
and ſenſibly as moſt have done in this preſentDay ; they indeed 
expreſs the ſame Things for Subſtance. that others have done 
formerly; but they ſeem to be impreſs'd to a greater De- 
gree, and to have more clear Diſcoveries of Sin and Hell &c. 
than they, Some few that were before looſe and ſcandalous 
in their Lives have been under deep Convictions; but the 
greater Number that have been the Subjects of this Work are 


ſuch as did not appear openly profane ; ſeveral moral Perſons | 


and Profeſſors have been diſſetled from their Foundation. 
When the Work came near us and began to prevail among 
us, I made it my Buſineſs in many Inſtances to trace * 
a the 
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the Fountain-Head the evi Reports that flew about as thick 

as Hail, where I had Opportunity. Some of them I found to 

be wholly groundleſs ; others were groſs Miſrepreſentations ; 

the bad Circumſtances of a Story were pick'd up and related, 

and the good all ſuppreſs*d ; and ſometimes when one only was 

guilty, the whole Body were charged: And when any parti- 
cular Perſon had really ſaid or done amiſs, and-was ſoon bro't 

to a Senſe of it and to a Repentance for it, I found that the 

Repentance did not fly an hundredth Part fo faſt as the Sin: 

People did not appear fo zealous to tell of this. 

In ſhort, Molehills were turned into Mountains; every 
little Indiſcretion was aggrandixed and render*d monſtrous, and 
ſome Things that were innocent were ſtrangely perverted and 
diſtorted, and made to appear in dreadful Colours. And 
when any have endeavoured to wipe off ſuch Aſperſions, and 
to declare the Truth from their own certain Knowledge, Peo- 
ple were hy of hearing it; they ſeem'd loth to have the Re- 
port contradicted ; by their Management it appear'd that they 
had rather it ſhould be true than falſe. I could ſay a great 
deal here in order to ſet the Diſingenuity of Men in a proper 
Light, but I muſt not be too lengthy. Only I think it neceſ- 


ſary to obſerve further, that thoſe that have been moſt oppo. 


ſite to this Reformation, have all along betray'd an utter Aver- 
fron to examine Things to the Bottom; they have from the Be- 
ginning avoided the Company and Converſation of ſuch as have 
been under Concern, or of fuch as are capable of ſolving their 
Difficulties ; yea, when urged over and over to go and dif- 
courſe with the young Converts, and that not only with one or 
two, but with many of them, and examine thoroughly into 
their Caſe, they could not be prevailed with to do it, but fill 
keep aloof : So that ſome that live in Places where this Refor- 
mation has been moſt prevalent, know as little of it as if they 
had lived Scores of Miles off. ls this a rational Way of att 
ing? Are theſe the Men that fo highly pretend to Reaſon ? 
that laugh at every Body elſe as Fools? If this be Reaſon to 
judge of Things before they know them, may I for ever be 
delivered from Reaſon. It ſeems to me that thoſe that talk 
moſt of Reaſon are generally the moſt unreaſonable ; as thoſe 
that talk moſt of free Will are generally the moſt wicked. 
With theſe reaſonable Men a Jeſt or Sneer or cunning Turn 
are ſufficient to baffle the moſt authentic Accounts, and make 
them appear ridiculous. 


( To be finiſhed in our next. ) 
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The Account of the late Revival of Religion at Hal- 
lifax in the County of PLiMouTH finiſhed. 


Here-were not many among, us that received Comfort 
before the Spring of the Year: But then a conſidera- 
ble Number did ; they had as we have Reaſon to hope 

Soul-ſaving Diſcoveries made to them; They bad, as they 

declare, ſuch a'Senſe of CyR1sT's AMility, Sufficiency, and 

Readineſs to help, as drew out their Souls to him; they were 

made his willing People in this Day of his Power ; They were 

enabled to cloſe with him in all his Offices, upon the Warrant 
of the Nord, as far as we can judge; and the Effect of this 
was Love and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt : And in about three 

Menths Time there were forty four added to the Church ||. 

We had little or no ozzward Manifeſtations of 7ey in the 
publick Aſſembly, viz. being overcome, fainting, crying-out, 
till ſome time in the Summer. In the Fall and Winter it in- 
creaſed pretty conſiderably, tho? never to ſuch a Degree as 
to break up the publick Worſhip. I was ſilent on this Head 
tor ſome time, being at a loſs what to ſay : But underſtanding 
that there was One that belonged to a neighbouring Town 
that was endeavouring to inſtil this Doctrine into my young 

People, That the more they cry'd out, the better, ſuppo- 
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| The whole Number that were added before the Cloſe of 
the Year 1742 were ſixty two, and ſince thisYear came in, 
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ſing it were done in ſincerity: I thought it time to ſpeak. ; 
And upon it ſtrictly caution'd them on thisHead : I told them 
if they could refrain from it, they acted finfully if they did 
not; but in Caſe they could not, after all their ftriving, I 
had nothing to ſay &c. &c. Since this they have more endea- 
aoured to lay a Reſtraint on themſelves ; and I believe have 

not made ſuch Manifeſtations, when they could avoid it. 
Some few that have been under /?rong Convictian we have 
Reaſon to fear are fallen away, and become as bad or worſe 
than ever: but we deſire to bleſs GOD there are no more, 
And @ few that we charitably hoped had received the SpI1R1T 
of Adoption, have given us too much Ground to think, that 
they never went farther than common Illumination, Heb. b. 4. 
miſſaking Conviction for Converſion. There is one notorious 
Inſtance of this: But the much greater Part continue ſted- 

faſt to this Day, and bring forth the Fruits of Holineſs. 
As to Errors and Diſorders, of which there is ſuch a Cry 
in the Land, I am forry that I have ſo much Occaſion to 
obſerve, that the greate/t Cry proceeds from thoſe that are of 
Arminian Principles, and of irregular Lives; tho' I am fer 
from thinking that all are chargeable in this Reſpect, who 
have not ſeen through the preſent Reformation: There arc 
no doubt, ſome Nathanael's among them, who are ready to 
cry out, Can any good Thing come out of Nazareth? There 
are one and another, who I hope are good Men, that are tco 
much under the Influence of Prejudice, not having Oppor- 
tunity of obſerving, or not improving thoſe Opportunities 
that they have had, or being too much Jed by thoſe they 
have an Eſteem for. But however TI would fay, that I am 
not for ſmothering any thing that is really erroneous or dif 
orderly : Let the bad be born Teftimony againſt in the Pla- 
ces where it prevails, and the Good be acknowledged ; Let 
the Chaff be ſeperated from the Wheat, but don't let us caſt 
away both together. For my Part, I frankly acknowledge 
that I adhere cloſely to the Confeſſion of Faith drawn up by 
our venerable Fore-fathers in their Syn 1680 : Not as it is 
their Confeſſion, or a meer human Teſt, but becauſe T trunk 
the Scripture Doctrine is there plainly and faithfully ſtated. 
And LI have Reaſon to think that 75 is the Scheme of Re- 
tigion that all the hearty Friends of the Reformation receive 
and embrace. Same have indeed teo much verged towards 
Anti; 
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Antinomianiſm * in leſſer Points, eſpecially when their Eyes 
were firſt opened and the Change was new ; they were too 
apt then in Deteſtation of Arminiani/m to run into the op- 

lite Extreme: But further Experience ſerves to correct 
this. But ſtill the Cry of Antinomianiſin has been greater 
than there has been real Occaſion for. Thoſe that are con- 
verſant with the modern Arminian Writers know that they 
brand all with this odious Name that hold the Doctrines of 
Calvin ; they deny any Medium between Armimaniſm and 
Autinamianiſm. If People were but aware of this, this Mord 
would not do ſuch Execution as it has done. I believe not 
one ſingle Perſon at this Day has imbibed the groſſer Tenets 
of i Antinomianiſm, particularly that the divine Law is not the 
Rule of Life ; this I am ſatisfied can't be prov'd upon any. 
And wherever any have harmonized with the Antinomians in 
eien Points, it is no more than Luther, and Zanchy, and 
Hegau, and many of the ancient Reformers from Popery did; 
who ſcem to make 4//arance one eflential Ingredient in Faith. 

But I forget that I am writing a History, and not an 
Apology. 

As to .Di/orders among us, we are free from Separations, 
and from Trances and J iſians; tho” at firſt there was one or 
tro that was ſomething Viſionary, but I han't heard any 
Thing of that Nature this twelve Month. We allow not of 
Lay-Hæborters; and indeed there has been very little of public 
Exbortatians in this County. Some have cartied the Matter 
of knowing the State of others to too great a Length; but 
the Generality are free from it. Some have been too cenſo- 
rious, eſpecially at firſt when they were in the Joys of Faith; 
they were for bringing all Chriſtians to their Standard, and 
were apt to look upon all as dead and graceleſs that did not 
appear as full as they: But after-Clouds and Darkneſs, makes 
them more modeſt and moderate. For my Part, I don't 
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* Here I would obſerve, that not only ſome of the Friends, 
but ſome of the violent Oppoſers of the preſent Reformation 
have too much ſymboliz'd with the Autinomians ; There 
are ſume of that Stamp in a neighbouring Town, that ſtifly 
deny that ever an elect Perſon is a Child of the Devil ; which 
is the ſame Thing as to Jay that they are juſtify'd from 
Eternity. 
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call it Cenſoriouſneſs to think thoſe unconverted, that appear 
by their Diſcourſe to be wholly ignorant of the experimental 
Part of Religion, or that are of ſcandalous Lives; Theſe are 
the Fruits by which we are to know them, Mat. 7. 20. Thru 
or four run into wrong Notions & Apprehenſions about ſome 
other Things; but being ſoon convinced of their Miſtake, I 
think it needleſs to mention Particulars. There' was one 
young Girl % Winter that endeavoured to counterfeit the 
Joy of others, but ſhe was ſoon detected by the Friends of 
the Reformation to her Shame and Confuſion. 

As to Oppoſition, there are a few Families that have ſtood 
out all along ; the greater Part of whom never made any 
Profeffion : But thro' the Blefling of GOD, we have had 
as great Peace in the Town ſince this religious Stir, as any 
Time ſince my Settlement. | 

Ever ſince % Fall, the SpIR1T ſeems to be withdrawn 
with Reſpect to his convincing Influences; there being no neu 
Condictions among us that I know of; tho* ſome that were 
under Concern before remain ſo ſtill. And true Chriſtians, 
the greater Part, ſeem not ſo lively as they have been: J 
frequently hear Complaints of Darkneſs, Unbelief, Hidings, 
Doubtings &c. Some have been too much led into Diſputes, 
which tend to eat out the Vitals of Religion, and to draw 
away the Heart from the mainConcern. But yet myPeople's 
Love to Gop's Houſe continues. May Gop yet again re- 
vive his Work among us : May He who is our Light and 
our Life return, and breathe upon the dry Bones: May he 
go on conquering and to conquer, till he has ſubdued the 
Land. Amen. 

Tis melancholy to think of the preſent Situation of Reli- 
gion in the Land: May it not be ſaid of the People in Ne w- 
ENGLAND as of the [jraelites ; They ſang his Praiſe, but they 
foon forgat bi: Works! Manna grows taſteleſs and infipid 
aſter a Year or two's Enjoyment ; and too many are for 
making a Captain, and returning to Egypt; they prefer the 
former Days of Security before the preſent Times, Oh what 
will be the End of thefe 'i'hings. 

But I muſt ftop ; and ſhall thut up with ane Reflection. 
If theſe Things, which come fo confirmed by Teſtimonies on 
all Hands are not to be received as [eritics, human Proof is 
at an End, and all Hen are Ly:zrs, For my Part, I muſt ſay 

with 
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with a late excellent Writer, that if this be not the Work of 
GOD's Spirit (in the Subſtance of it) then Corverſion is 4 
Delufion, and we muſt throw away our Bibles. | 
Thus I have given you ſome imperfectAccount of the great 
Things GOD has done for us: I deſire an Intereſt in your 
Prayers both for me and my People, and reſt | 
Your Friend and Servant, 


Jonx CoTTox. 


P. S. I think it proper to add the following Account, 
which I forgot in its proper Place; Mr. Tnomas Tomson 
aged 78 Years, dy'd here the 26th of Oober laſt : He was 
the wealthieſt Man in the Town; but what is more to his 
Honour he was rich towards GOD: He had as we haveRea- 
ſon to think, a Principle of Good in him many Years before 
his Death. In his Life he was eminently Serviceable ; it 
might be ſaid of him as of old Jehoiada, that he did Good in 
{ſrazl, 2 Chron. 24. 16. He was juſt and exact in all his 
Dealings, and made Conſcience of all his Ways : He was 
Food to the Hungry, a Father to the Poor, and an Harbour 
even to the Stranger. His laſt Sickneſs was very painful 
and tormenting to him ; but the Diſtreſs of his Soul in the 
beginning of his Illneſs ſurmounted his bodily Pains ; GOD 
ſeem'd to run upon him as a Giant, and to break him with 
Breach upon Breach ; all his Waves and Billows paſſed over 
him. But he was pleaſed at laſt to appear for his Relief, 
:nd to fill him with Joy and Peace in believing : And the 
two or three laſt Days of his Life, he ſeem'd to be upheld 
by an almighty Power only to ſpeak forth thePraiſes of GOD; 
he taking ſcarce any Suſtenance. After this happy Turn, he 
ſpent his Time wholly in diſcourſing of religious Things; 
he would talk an Hour upon a Stretch, and then would ſeem 
to faint and die away for ſome time; and as ſoon as he re- 
vived, he would return to ſome religious Topick, and keep 
on diſcourſing till his bodily Strength was gone; and this he 
kept doing by Turns from Saturday to Manday Evening 
dometimes he would be blefling GOD for his Goodnels ; 
ſometimes giving Advice to his Children and Relations, or to 
thoſe that viſited him; for great Numbers reſorted to his 
Houſe, being drawn by the Fame of what they heard : He 
had ſomething to ſay to every one, ſome Advice to give : He 


look me by the Hand that Evening he died, and ſpake to mo 
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in particular about half an Hour, and he concluded with theſe 
Words, I adviſe you to go on, and to diſcharge your Miniſtry 
with, Faithfulneſs, Chearfulneſs, Love andObedience. He ſpake 
very favourably and honourably of the preſent Times, tho' 
he tho't ſame had gone too far; and he bewailed it that while 
Children and young People were boldly praiſing & glorifying 
GOD, he had come ſo far behind them, and that he was ſo 
baſbful and ſilent in the Cauſe of GOD, and that he had been 
almoſt afraid to ſhew his Opinion. In ſhort, he ſeem'd to 
be in Heaven while he was upon Earth; he had glorious Fore- 
taſtes of the Bliſs above ; he departed with Praiſes upon his 
Lips, and with a glorious Triumph: Some of the laſt Words 
that he ſpake were thoſe of Paul, Oh Death where is thy Sting 
&c. This Inſtance put ſome Oppoſers to a Stand; they 
could not but acknowledge that Gop was with him of aTruth, 

I would here add a few Words of another Perſon, who was 
dangerouſly ſick the laſt Summer; ſhe had been under great 
ſpiritual Diſtreſs for three Months before her Sickneſs ; but 
after the Diſeaſe ſeized her, the Proſpect of Death encreaſed 
it; her Trouble grew greater and greater-; Horror & Amaze- 
ment poſſeſs'd her Soul, and ſhe could find no Relief; ſhe 
knew not which Way to turn. At laſt Gop was pleaſed to 
diſpel the Gloom upon her Breaſt, and to lift up the Light of 
his Countenance upon her: Upon which ſhe ſent for me; | 
found that /e was till apprehenſive that her great Change was 
near, and others were ſo too, but this daunted her not; ſhe 
appear'd perfectly calm and eaſy; ſhe ſaid CHR1sT was wi 
ling, and ſhe was willing ; ſhe called upon others to prai/: 
Gop with her, and wonder'd how any Mouth could be ſhut at 
ſuch a Time. Such Things as theſe methinks are ſufficient to 
convince any of the Reality of this Work: What can be more 
ſatisfying than to ſee Perſons while in the Agonies of Death 
triumphing and rejoycing and glorifying Gop ; than to hear 
them calling upon others ( who it may be are melted into 
Tears) to join with them in this heavenly Employment, and 
reproving them for their Backwardneſs thereto ? Surely Na- 
ture can never carry Perſons to ſo high a Pitch. This Perſon 
afterwards unexpectedly recover'd, and ſhe is I believe an 


excellent Chriſtian. 
— 7 G 
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Me. ſbould now proceed to other Accounts of theRevival 
of Religion here, hut having juſt received Intelligence from 
Scor LAND, we apprehend it proper to ſuſpend them for 
a Time, in order to preſent our Readers with ſome further 
Accounts of the Progreſs of Piety there. 1 


The two following Letters relate to the religious Societies in 
Edinburgh, , which ſeme Account was given in the $6thPage 
of our Hiſtory. © | 


The £irf from Mr.George Muire to Mr. James Aitken 
School-malſter in Glaſgow. 


cc A® you deſire, I have with the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Archibald 
| Bowre, Mr. Din, and the Serjeant, informed my ſelf a 
little with Reſpect to the Number and Situations of the pray- 
ing Societies in this Place, which you'l take very ſhortly, as 
follows. 

They are as near as we can gueſs betwixt twenty four and 
thirty in Number, ſome of which will neceſſarily be obliged 
to divide, by Reaſon of too many meeting together; and 
that will increaſe the Number. an 

Amongſt them are ſeveral Meetings of Boys and Girls, 
who in general ſeem not only to be growing in Grace, but 
really increaſing in Knowledge. The little Lambs appear to 
be unwilling to reſt upon Duties, or any Thing ſhort of 
Chriſt 3 as a young Gentleman of my Acquaintance told 'me 
when under a Temptation to think that he was ſurely ſeek- 
ing ſome imaginary Refuge inſtead of the Saviour, he was 
made to Cry out in Prayer, Lord, I want nothing elſe, and 
will have nothing ſhort of the very Chriſt of God. 

There are ſeveral Meetings of young Women, who (al- 
tho' I never as yet viſited any of them) I am informed, hold 
on very well. The Serjeant tells me of ſuch a Meeting on 
the Morning of the Lord's Day, he has known them all be- 
wet with Floods of Tears, jult melted down with Love to 
CHRIST, and Affection to one another for CHR1s T's Sake. 
T have my ſelf been much raviſhed (when in a Meeting in 
the Room below where ſome of theſe reſort) to hear them 
ling the Lok p's Praiſes with ſuch melodious Voices. 

There 
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| There are Numbers of young Men who meet for the ex- 
cellent Purpoſe of glorifying GOD,and promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge; amongſt ſome of whom I have the Honour to 
be a Member; many of them are Divines, who are uſeful 
in inſtructing the weaker Sort of us, and that they endea- 
vour to do with the greateſt Anxiety and Deſire. 

A goodly Number of old Men, ſubſtantial ſtanding Chriſti- 
ans, meet for their Edification and Inſtruction (the Glory of 
their GOD being always their chief End) and are thereby 
often revived and very much refreſhed. 

The generality of theſe Sorts above-mentioned do walk 
very circumſpectly, and really make it appear to the World 
that they have been with JES Us: Which is very much evi- 
denced in their chearfully bearing Reproaches for CHRIsT's 
Sake. And upon the whole, we hope there is ſuch a Flame 
kindled as it ſhall never be extinguiſhed. - 
And with Reſpect to two particular Societies whereof Mr, 
Bowre is a Member, he gave me the incloſed in writing, 
which you'l peruſe and return me, in Caſe I have need for 
it afterwards. | p20. 2340 | 

This is not all, for ſeveral Country People are beginning 
to aſſemble together in little Meetings to worſhip theirGOD, 
particularly the Serjeant informs me ef one about two Miles 
from this Place, where ſeveral Plowmen, Lads, and other 
illiterate Perſons meet for the moſt noble Ends and Purpoſes. 
and are going moſt ſweetly on, much increaſed in Grace and 
Knowledge, and ſome are daily added to their Number. 

I am informed from the Eaſt Country (where there have 
been no Societies ſince the Seceſſion) that about Old Cambus 
ſix Miles from Dunbar, many are now meeting together 
for ſocial Prayer and mutual Converſation about Mattersof 
Religion, wherein the Lord is with them of a Truth. And 
in that Place there is a more eager thirſting for the Word 
than uſual, and the Miniſters are learning to ſpeak with new 
Tongues. And one of my Acquaintance who was in this 
Place laſt Winter has happily been the Lord's Inſtrument in 
commencing tkeſe Societies. | 25 | 


( To be continued. ) 
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An Account of the Religions Societies at Edinburgh 
finiſhed. | 


OW beautiful and refreſhing is it, my dear Friend, to 
hear of ſo many following after the deſpiſed Jesus ? 
Should we not take it as a Token for Good, that 
197g Ones, inſtead of ſpending their ſpare Hours in idle vain 
and unprofitable Play, do now aſſemble and join in calling 
pon the LoRp. | Re 
Is it not a good Sign to hear many poot fooliſh Virgins (in- 
ſtead of being employed in the Vanities of the generality of 
their Sex) meeting together for Prayer ; and many prodigal 
Youths, inſtead of Revelling and Drunkenneſs, Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, now breathing after the Knowledge of 
Jesus CRRIS T; and him crucified? Oh ! that the Lord 
would more and more exert his almighty Power amongſt us. 
in the Name of the whole Societies, do earneſtly beg the 
help not only of your Prayers, but of the praying Societies 
in Gla/cow, that we may all know Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Power of his glorious Reſurrection, and that we may glory 
in nothing fave in the Croſs of Chriſt. 
I am, Dear Sir, 
your very affectionate Servant, 
Edinb. Aug. 8. 1743. Geo: Mul. 
N. B. There ate ſeveral otherSocieties for Prayer near about 
thisCity proſpering very well, which Convetiiency can't now 
allow me to enutherate ; and altho* Vice much abounds, yet 
[ hope Piety will prevail, andChriſt wear his own dear-bought 
rown amongſt us. Adieu. | G. . 
M M 2 
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De ſecond Letter, and which is refer'd to in the preceeding 
is from Mr. A. Bowre to Mr, Muire. 


Sir, Edinb. Aug. 6. 1743. 
| Ab you deſire a ſhort Account of the 12vo Societies I am con- 
cerned in, I ſhall give it in a very few Words : They 
conſiſt of twenty five or tiventy ſix Members each, and except 
a very few, are all Perſons whoſe Concern about Religion be- 
gan in the late Awakening. | — 5 
I never ſaw the Ends of ſuch Societies anſwered near ſo 
well as among theſe, I think I may ſafely declare that I was 
never Witneſs to ſo much of real Chriſtian Exerciſe among 
any Perſons I have known as I have obſerved to my great 
Satisfaction among moſt of them. Its moſt amazing to ob- 
ſerve how much ſome of them who at their fixſt Concern were 
brutiſhly ignerant of every thing good, have now made ſuch 
Advances in Knowledge that they excel thoſe who were for- 
merly far before them. The Concern about their own Salya- 
tion is not only remarkable, but the abiding Earneſtneſs they 
ſhow in their Prayers for the Increaſe of the Redcemer's 
Kingdom is moſt defireable, and the Care they ſhow in 
watching over one another is one cogvincing Evidence of their 
brotherly Love, and true Chriftian Tenderneſs. I might fay 
a great deal more, but muſt conclude, becauſe I cannot give 
a particular Account without exceeding due Bounds. 
I am, &c. A. Bor. 


a. 8 1 i n nan r 
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The five folloming Letters relate to the Reception, Mini 
ſwations and Succeſs of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, (in 
his firſt Viſit toScotland in theSummer and Fall 1741. 
at the three principal Cities of Edinburgh, Glaſgow, 
and Aberdeen; which would have been inſerted before 
had wwe received them ſooner, and are too material to be 
omitted. ; 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Ar. Whitefield, printed 
in the Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory, No. 4. k 
Edinburgh, Aug. 14. 1741. 


My dear Brother, 
I! would make yourHeart leap for Joy to be nowat Edinburgh. 


{ queſtion whether there are not upwards of three Hundred 
. 1B 
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i this City ſeeking after IE Sus every Morning. I have a 
conſtant Levee of wounded Souls, and many quite flain by 
the Law. God's Power attends me continually, juſt as when 
left London. At ſeven in the Morning we have a ſweet 
Lecture in the Fields, attended not only by the common Peo- 
eu, but by Perſons of great Rank, I have Reaſon to think 
ſeveral of the latter Sort are coming to JEesUs. Little Chil. 
dien alſo are much wrought upon--- O my dear Brother, 1 
am quite amazed when I think what God has wrought here 
ip 4 Fortnight. Our Congregations conſiſt of many Thou- 
{inds. Never did I ſee ſo many Bibles, nor People look into 
them with more Attention. Plenty of Tears flow from their 
Eyes, and their Concern appears various Ways : I preach. 
twice daily, and expound at a private Houſe at Night, and am 
employed in ſpeaking to Souls in Diſtreſs a great Part of the 
Day. 


Dear Brother Harris ever ever yours G. N, 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. E. A----n of Heriots Hoſpital 

in Edinburgh, printed in theGlaſgow Weekly Hiſtory, No. 15. 

December 8. 1741. 
To Mr. Wbitefield. 
* is With Pleaſure I can now inform you that ſuch has been 

the Behaviour of the Boys in this Hoſpital ever ſince they 
had the Opportunity of attending your Sermons, and particu- 
larly ſince that Time you ſpoke with them in the Hoſpital, 
that it is evident to every one that takes Notice of them that 
there is a very conſiderable Change in their Lives. An exter- 
nu Reformation prevails among them a//; and I hope God 
has wrought Fectually upon the Hearts of many of them. 

It would ſurely be rude to take up your Time with a parti- 
cular Narration of the many pleaſant Circumſtances of their 
Conduct, ſince you left us. But I cannot omit to tell you 
that one Night a Number of them came to my Room, and 
entertained me with very agreable Converſation, and gathery 
ing from their Talk and Behaviour that they had ſomething to 
ſay concerning their Souls, I deſired them to lay aſide their 
Baſhfulneſs, and ſpeak freely; ſo they began to acquaint me 
with their Grievances. One ſaid, I am froubled with ill 
Thoughts when 1 pray; ſuch Thoughts as I fear Cd will be angry 
with. Another ſaid, I think it is an exceeding difficult Thing to 
believe in Tesvs CarsT. I can believe that Chriſt is the Jon 
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of God and Saviour of loft Sinners, but O it is hard to Believe h 
75 my Saviour in particular : The reſt ſaid, Their Caſes wer- 
much the ſame. | ſpoke a little to them as I could, and as 
Gop affſted me, and when we parted they went away into 
the School Chamber, and ſpent much of that Night in Prayer 
and reading Gop's Mord, infomuch that I thought my ſelf 
obliged to call at the Door and defire them to break up their 
Meeting for that Time, the Night being very cold ; and be- 
fore many Days had paſſed they favoured me with the agrea- 
ble News that they had in a great Meaſure got above their 
Fears. And to this Day they continue frequent and fervent 
in Prayer to God for themſelves and for all Men; and not 
only thoſe few, but almoſt all our Boys ſeem to. be in love 
with their Bibles, and to delight in Prayer. M 

I have frequently taken a Courſe through their Rooms at 
ten and eleven o' Clock at Night, and found great Number; 
in Raptures of Devetion, ſome in Company together, and 
others ſecretly hy themſelves, and this is their conſtant Practice 
every Day; the older Ones teach the young Ones to pray 
not only by Example, but alſo by Advice and Inſtruction. 

It was a common Thing for the Boys in this Houſe to ci- 
ceal the greateſt Faults ; but now tke Caſe is quite altered: 
The ſmalleſt ſip is expoſed & zealouſly complained of: they 
abhor Vice by whomioever it is committed; and dearly love 
every one who is called a true Chriſtian, 

The other Hoſpitals and they, now live in great Friend/hip and 
Love,delighting to talk of the Goodneſs of Gop to loſt Sin- 
ners : whereas formerly they were too often falling ont. 

Heriots Hoſpital is now no more a Den of vitious Boys, but 
a Bethel, for Gop is worſhiped there. | 
Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. A. Wr IDs TE, 

one of the Miniſters of the City of Edinburgh, 10 the 

Rev. Mr. G. WHiTEFIELD, printed in the Glaſgow 

Weekly Hiſtory, No. 17. 

Revd and dear Sir, April 29. 1742. 
I; Nowing that many are careful to inform you from Time 

to Time what paſſes here, I have hitherto delayed anſ- 


wering your moſt acceptable Letter, until I ſhould tell you 
with the greate/t Certainty what were the bleed eck of your 
Miniſtrations among us; and can now allure you that they 
were not more ſupriging than laing: I don't know or 1 * 

: g 
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of any wrought upon by your Miniſtry, but are holding on in 
the Paths of Truth and Righteouſneſs: They ſeem poſſeſs'd of 
a truly Cbriſtian Spirit: IEsuvs is precious t6 their Souls ; 
and like the Morning Light they are advancing with encreaſ- 
ing Brightneſs to the perfect Day. Religion in this finful 
City revives and flouriſhes : Ordinances are more punctually 
attended on: People hear theWord withGladneſs, and receive 
it in Faith and Love: New Meetings for Prayer and ſpiritual 
Conference are erecting every where: Religious Converſation 
has baniſh'd Slander and Calumny from ſeveral Tea- Tables; 
and Chriſtians are not aſham'd to own their dear LoR D and 
Haſter: Praiſe is perfected out of the Mouths of Babes and 
*ucklings 3 and ſome Aout-hearted Sinners captivated unte the 
Obedience of CHRIST. 1 
cannot eaſily expreſs with what Pleaſufe I write theſe 
Things; and doubtleſs they will give you no leſs Joy in reading 
them. Should not theſe Droppings of theDew of Heaven en- 
courage our Faith and Hope of a plentiful Effuſion of the 
SPIRIT Which will at once change our barren Wilderneſs into 


2 fruitful Field? Should not this haſten your Return that we 


may take ſweet Counſel together, and enter into the Houſe 
of God in Company? You are often on our Hearts---- We 
long to ſee you Face to Face. May much of your great 
Maſter's Preſence ever attend and come along with you. 
Believe me to be, deareſt Sir, your aſſured Friend, 
and affectionate tho* unworthy 
in the Work of the Goſpel, A. W---r, 


An Account of the Succeſs of Mr. Whitefield's Preaching 
at Glaſgow in the Summer 1741. in a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. McCullock, Miniſter of the Goſpel inCam- 
buſlang to the Rev. Mr. Whiteſield, printed in ihe 
Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory, No. 13. 

As it is Matter of great Joy and Thankfulneis to God, who 

ſent you here, and gave you ſo much Countenance, and 
ſo remarkably crown'd your Labours when here at Glaſgnu 

With Succeſs ; fo I doubt not but the following Account of 

the many Seals to your Miniſtry in and about that City, will 

de very rejoycing to your Heart, as our glorious Redeemer's 

Kingdom is ſo much advanced, and the everlaſting Happineſs 

of immortal Souls promoted. : 


"of 
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I am well informed by ſome Miniſters and other judicious 
and experienced Chriſtians, that there are to the Number of 
50 Perſons already got Notice of in and about Gla/gow, that 
by all that can be judg'd by Perſons of the beſt diſcerning in 
ſpiritual Things, are ſavingly converted by the Blefling and 
Power of God, accompanying your tenSermons in that Place, 
beſides ſeveral others under Convictions, not reckon'd in this 
Number, whoſe State remains as yet a little doubtful. And 
belides ſeveral Chriſtians of conſiderable ſtanding, wha were 

much ſtrengthned, revived, and comforted, by Means of 
bearing your Sermons; being made to rejoyce in hope of the 

Glory of God, having attained the full Aſſurance of Faith. 

Among thoſe lately converted, here are ſeveral young Peo- 
ple who were formerly openly wicked and flagitious, or at beſt 
but very negligent as to ſpiritual Concerns, but are now in 
the Way of Salvation. Some young Converts are yet under 
Doubts and Fears; but a conſiderable Number of them have 
attained to Joy and Peace in believing. | 

Several lately wrought upon in a gracious Way, ſeem to 
outſtrip Chriſtians of conſiderable ſtanding in ſpiritual Mind- 

edneſs, and many other good QQualifications : and particularly 
in their Zeal for the Converſions of others, and Love to the 
Ordinances, without a Spirit of Bigotry or Party Zeal. 

Thefe Converts by your Miniſtry are diſcover'd from time 
to time ; a good many are but lately got Notice of that were 
not known before; which was partly occaſioned by their 
Convictions not being ſo ſtrong and pungent at the firſt as 
they proved afterwards, partly by the Diſcouragement they 
met with in the Families where they reſided, and partly by 
the reſerv'd Tempers of the Perſons themſelves, and their 
Baſhfulneſs, becauſe of their former Negligences and open 
Enormities. Theſe Things give Ground to hope therg may 
be more diſcovered afterwards that are not yet known. 

Beſides theſe awaken'd by the Power of God accompany- 
ing your Sermons, there are others awaken'd ſince that, by 
Means of the great viſible Change diſcovered in their former. 
intimate Aequaintance that were then converted, when they 
ſaw the Change fo remarkable, and the Effects fo abiding. 

Young Converts are exceeding active to promote the Con- 
verſion of others, eſpecially their Relations and nearConcerns, 
by their Exhortations and Letters to diſtant Friends in the 

| Country, 
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Country, and there are ſome Inſtances of the good Effects of 


theſe your Endeavours. 

They have all a great Love to one another, and all gootl 
Chriſtians, and a great Sympathy with ſuch of their Number 
as are under Doubts and Fears. Such of them as have not 
received Comfort, by their earneſt and deep Concern, and 
cloſe Attendance on the Means of Grace, are thereby Inſtru- 
mental to exciteChriſtians of older ſtanding, to morediligence 
in Religion. | 

Theſe, dear Brother, are a few Hints of ſome of the moſt 
remarkable Things, as to the Succeſs of your Lahgurs at 
Glaſgow, by the divine Bleſſing. May a rich and POwerful 
Blefing give a plentiful Increaſe to them every where, where 

u come with the glad Tidings of the great Salyation. With 
great Reſpect and Eſteem I am, Reverend and dear Sir, 

Your affectionate Brother in the Work of the Goſpel, 

-n. G- B. 


An Account of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield and his Reception, 
Miniftrations and Succeſs at Aberdeen in aLelter from 
the Rev. Mr. Ogilvie one of the Miniſters of thatCity, 
to a Perſon of Honour, printed in the Glaſgow Weekly 
Hiſtory, No. 28. 


Honoured Sir, Aberdeen, Octob. 3. 1741. 
Had the Honour of your's by yeſterday's Poſt ; and at your 
Deſire ſhall not refuſe, (however muchReafon I may have 
for declining to offer my Judgment er Opinion in Things of 
this Nature,) to acquaint you freely of what I think of the 
Rev. Mr. J/hitefield, or rather what is theOpinion of Perſons 

of more Acquaintance with the good Ways of God. | 
He is, I believe, juſtly eſteemed, by all who are perſonally 
acquainted with him, ap eminent Inſtrument of reviving, in 
theſe declining Times, a juſt Senſe and Concern for the 
great Things of Religion. We have of late been much em- 
ploy*d, and a great Noiſe has been made about the lr Mat- 
ters of the Law : and are now much broken in Judgment 
about Things, many of which I muſt own I do not under- 
ſtand. The Cry has been and till continues loud -- Lo here 
1s Chrift, and Lo there! And now the Lord has raiſed up 
this eminent Inſtrument, from a Quarter whence we could 
not have expected it, to call us all to return to him, from 
whom, it is plain, we have deeply revolted. His being by 
Education 
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Education and Profeſſion of a different Way, from what ! 
cannot but think is moſt juſtly profeſſed among us, ſeems to 
me to add no ſmall Weight to his Teſtimony ; as does alſo 

his Age: The Lord by this is, as it were, attracting our 
Eyes and Attention to One, who, had he been formerly of 
us, would doubtleſs like others be deſpiſed. And yet cannot 
but look upon it as a ſad Inſtance of a departing God, that, in- 
ſtead of Regard, he meets not only with Contempt, but with 

. Oppoſition alſo, from thoſe who ought to act a very different 

Part Did he preach another JE SUs, or another Doctrine, 
he ought juſtly to be rejected: But this is not the Caſe. 

HoWſurpriſingly ſtrange is the Conduct of theſe Miniſters, 
eſpecially of this Church, who oppoſe him ! And yet this 
veryThing is advanced as anArguinent againſt him-- It is faid 
he advances nothing new and I allow it: This gives his 
Friends Joy. But theſe Reverend Gentlemen ſhould mind, 
That there ate two Things in Goſpel Ordinances, Purity and 
Power. The ft in Mercy we ſtill have in ſome good Mea- 
ſure : Tho' Complaints of the want of this are very open; 
But the 4a we ſadly confeſs the want of; and this is what 
attends the Goſpel diſpenſed by um. And ſure I am, that 
even the credible Report of it {ſhould much endear him to all, 
who wiſh well to the Intereſt of our dear, tho* too unknown, 
and altogether lovely LoR D Jesus. | 

His Calmneſs and Serenity under all he meets with, yea his 
oy in Tribulation, is to me fo ſurpriſing, that I often think; 
the Lord ſent him to this Place in particular, to teach me 
how to preach, and eſpecially how to ſuffer, 

His Attachment to no Party but to CHRIST and true Grace 
alone, has long appeared to me a peculiar Excellency in him. 
Chriſtianity has been long broken into ſo many different Sects 
and Parties, that an honeſt Pagan might juſtly be at a Loſs, 
was he among us, where to find the Religion of Jens. 

One now appears who loudly calls us (and whoſe Voice the 
Lord ſcemis to back with Power) to look into the original 
Plan of that Religion wwe profeſs. Sure nothing more juſt, no- 
thing more reaſonable. He tells us wherein the Kingdom of 
God does conſiſt : And yet how ſad is it he ſhould be deſpiſed. 
Who knows but this may be the Lord's laſt Voice to us, be- 
fore he takes his Kingdom from us. 
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Mr. Ogilvie's Letter finiſhed. * 


S to what you aſk of his Reception in this City — I in- 
A vited him, nay urged him to undertake this Journey, 
in Conſequence of a Correſpondence I had with him 
'or more than two or three Years. I did it in Concurrence 
with a very few. His Journey was delayed, till bad Reperts 
had imbittered the Minds of almaſt all againſt him: ſo that 
when he came, I cou'd ſcarce obtain Liberty for him to 
preach even in the Feldt. All that I could do was, what I re- 
ſolved long before; I gave him with great Pleaſure & full Free- 
dom my Pulpit, which for that Day was in the Church, which our 
Mag iſtrates & principal People of Note frequent. And at once 
the Lord by his preaching melted down the Hearts of bis Ene- 
mies, except and; fo that, contrary to our Cuſtom, he 
was allowed the ſame Place and Pulpit in the Evening of that 

Day, and the other Church as often as he pleaſed. | 
While he ſtay*d among us, he anſwered our Expectations ſo 
much, that he has ſcarce more Friends any where of its Bulk 
than here; where at firſt almoſt all were againſt him. And 
the Word came alſo with ſo much Power, that I hope ſeveral 
of different Denominations will bleſs the Loh for evermore, 
that ever they heard him. And in his Way from us, I ſaw in 
Part, and have heard more fully ſince, what ſatisfies, that 

79:5 vas of the Lok p, and for the Good of many.--= 
Honoured Sir, 

Your moſt humble Servant, | 

James Ogilvie. 
P. S. ſuppoſe you have heard that our Magiſtrates waited 
him while here, and made him free of this Place. A Compli- 


ment rarely allowed to Strangers of late. 
| N n | To 
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Ta the preceeding Letters we here add an Extratt of a Letter 
from the Rev. Ar. Williſon of Dundee to his Friend at Edin- 
burgh, reſpecting Mr. WUITETIEIPD's Character; printed 
in the Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory No. 13. 


Honoured Sir, O ob. 8. 1741. 


1 Am favoured with yours, wherein you deſire my Thoughts 
of Mr. Whitefield, and Account of his Labours and Success 
with us. Altho' my Sentiments may be little regarded b 
many, yet when you put me to it, I think I am bound to do 
Juſtice to the Character of this Stranger, which I ſee few wil- 
ling to do. I am not much ſurprized tho* the Devi! and all 
he can influence be up in Arms againſt the Youth, ſeeing he 
makes ſuch bold and vigorous Attacks upon his Kingdom and 
ſtrong Holds. As you Sir, do obſerve it to be with you, ſo 
it is with us. He is hated and ſpoken againſt by all the £pi/- 
copal Party, and even the moſt of our Clergy do labour to di- 
miniſh and expoſe him : this is not to be much wondred at, 
ſeeing his inceſſant Labours for CHRIS and Souls is ſuch a 
ſtrong Repro to them, beſides what he ſays publickly againſt 
the ſending out of unconverted Miniſters, and their preaching 
an unknown CHRIsT, this muſt be galling to carnal Men. 
T look upon this Youth as raiſed up of Go for ſpecial Ser- 
vice, and ſpirited for making new and ſingular Attempts, for 
promoting true Chriſtianity in the World, and for reviving 
it where it is decayed ; and I ſee him wonderfully filled and 
ſtrengthned both in Body and Mind, for going thro' with 
his Projects amidſt the greateſtDilcouragements and Difficul- 
ties : I ſee the Man to be all of a Piece ; his Life and Con- 
verſation to be a Tranſcript of his Sermons. It is truly 2 
rare Thing to ſee ſo much of Gop. about any one Man. To 
ſee one ſo eminent for Humility- in the midſt of Applauſe; 
for Meekneſs and Patience under Reproaches and Injuries, 
for Love to Enemies, forDefire to glorify CHRIS T, and fave 
Souls; Coptentment in a mean Lot, acquicicing in the Will 
of (50D in all Caſes, never fretting under any Diſpeniation, 
but {till praifing and giving Thanks for every Thing, It 55 
rare to ſee in a Man ſuch a flaming Fire for Gov and againſt 
Sin, when in the Pulpit, and yet molt caſy and calm in cor- 
verſing with Men out of it, careful not to give Offence to 
them, and yet never couring the Favour of auy. Gop has 
beſtowed a large Meaſure of Gifts aud Graces upon 1 
5 0¹ 
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for the Work he is engaged in, and has made him a choſen 
Veſſel to carry his Name among the Gentiles, and to revive 
his Work in ſeveral other Churches. O that Cop may order 
his coming to poor Scatland in ſuch a cloudy Time for the ſame 
End! and who knows but Gop might be entreated if we 
could wreſtle with him, notwithſtanding of all our Provoca- 
tions! Things appeared moſt unlikely in other Places ſome 
while ago, where now CHRIST is riding in Triumph, going 
forth conquering and to conquer. This worthy Youth is ſingu- 
larly fitted to do the Work of an Evangeliſt; and I have been 
long of Opinion that it would be for the Advantage of the 
World were this ſtill to be a fanding Office in the Church. 
And ſeeing the Loꝝx p has ſtirred him up to venture his Life, 
Reputation, and his All for CHRIST, refaſe the beſt Bene- 
hces in his own Country, and run all Hazards by Sea and 
Land, and travel ſo many thouſand Miles to proclaim the 
Glory of CHRIST, and Riches of his free Grace, of which 
he himſelf is a Monument; and eſpecially ſeeing Gop has 
honour*d him to do all this with ſuch ſurprizingoucceſs, among 
dinners of all Ranks and Perſwaſions, and even many of the 
moſt notorious, in awakening and turning them to the LORD: 
I truly think we are alſo bound to honour him, and to eſteem 
him highly in Love for his Maſter's, and for his Work's fake, 
according to 1 The. v. 13.--- And for thoſe who vilify and 
oppoſe him, I wiſh, they would even notice a GamgizePs- 
Words, Act. 5. Let him alone, left haply ye be found to fight 
azain/t Gop; or rather.that they would regard the Apoſtle 
Peter's Words, apologizing for his going in with the un- 
circumciſed, A#s 11. when the HoLy Gros fel! upon 
them; Nhat was I that I could withſtand Gon ? T have my 
ſelf been Witneſs to the Hot,y Ghost falling upon him 
and his Hearers oftner then once, I don't ſay in a miraculous, 
tho* obſervable Manner. Yea, I have already ſeen the de- 
ſirable Fruits thereof in not a few ; and hope thro?” the divine 
Blefling on the Seed ſown, to ſee more: many here are 
blefling Gop for ſending him to the Country, tho* Satan has 
raged much againſt it. | 
The Loxp is a ſovereign Agent, and may raiſe up the In- 
ſtruments of his Glory, trom what Churches or Places he 
pleaſes ; and glorifies his Grace the more, when he does it 
from thoſe Societies whence and when it could be leaſt ex- 


pected : Tho” Mr. 7//hitefield be ordained according to his 
N n 2 Education, 
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Education, a Miniſter of the Church of England; yet we are 


to regard him as one whom Gop has raiſed up to witneſs a- 


gainſt the Corruptions of that Church; whom Gop is ſtil! 
inlightning, and cauſing to make advances towards us; he haz 
already conform'd to us both in Doctrine and MWorſbi, and lies 
open to Light to conform to us in other Points. He is tho- 
roughly Calvini/t and found in the Dofrines of free Grace, 
in the Doctrine of original Sin, the new Birth, Juſtification 
by CHR1sT, the Neceſſity of imputed Righteouſneſs, the 
Operations of the HoLy GrosT, &c. Theſe he makes his 
reat Theme, drives the Point home to the Conſcience, and 
28 attends it with greatPower : And as GoD has inlightned 
him gradually in theſe Things, ſo he is ſtill ready to receive 
more Light; and fo ſoon as he gets it, he is moſt frank in 
declaring it, be the Hazard, T.6(s, or Suffering for it never 
ſo great; witneſs his Appearances againſt Tillotſon's Works, 
the Book called, The whole Duty of Man, * the abuſing the 
Negroes, &c. Now when ſuch a Man is ſtill coming forward 
to us, yea under Proceſs, and ſuffering Perſecution for his 
Faithfulneſs and conforming to us, it is neither Generous 
nor Chriſtian to diſcourage or difown him; nay if Gop think 
fit to employ him with ſo muchHonour,and to bear with ſome 
Miſtakes in him, and want of Light, we ought to bear with 
him alſo.--- | 
Gop by owning him ſo wonderfully,is pleaſed to give aRe- 
buke to our intemperate Bigotry and party Zeal, and to tell 
us that neither Circumciſion nor Uncircumeiſion availeth any 
Thing, but the new Creature. In haſte, 


Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant 


Jo: TVilliſer. 


P. S. Many with us are for preferringMinifters according 
to theParty they are of; but commend me to a prous CHRIST- 
exalting and Soul-winning Miniſter, whatever be his Deno- 
mination ; ſuch are Miniſters of CHñRIST's ſending ; and of 
ſuch he ſayeth, He that recciveth you, recerveth me, and he that 


deſpiſeth you, deſpiſcib me; which is a Rule of Duty to us. 
That 
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* That Mr. I hitefield in his Opinion of theſe celebrated 
Writings, and ſuch as theſe, is not ſingular or alone, the fol- 
lowing Paſſages from the very Pious & Learned Dr. Cor rox 
MATHER, may be a ſufficient Evidence. In his Book 
Intitled Directions for a Candidate of theMini/try, p. 96 &c. he 
writes thus, 


] muſt adviſe you, That the genuine Doc rines of Grace, be 
all of them always with you, as the very Salt and Soul of 
your Sermons. Aﬀert always the Neceſſity of turning and 
living untoGOD 3; and yet ſuch an/mpotency in the wound- 
ed and corrupt Faculties of Man, as renders a ſupernatural 
and regenerating Work "of ſovereign Grace, neceſſary for 
it. Show People how to plead the Sacrifice of our Sa vi- 
oUR, that they may be forgiven ; and how to lay hold on 
his Righteouſneſs, that they may be accepted with GOD. 

Show People how to overcome, and mortify and crucify 
their evil Appetites,by repairing to the Creſt of ourSA viour ; 
and how to derive Strength from him for the doing, and the 
bearing of all that they are called unto. Show the People 
of GOD, how to take the Comfort of their eternal Ele8:on, 
and ſpecialRedemption,and inſured Perſeverance ; and at the 
ſame Time fetch mighty Incentives to Halineſs, from thoſe 
Hopes, which will forever cauſe thoſe that have them to 
purify themſelves. Goſpellize to them all the Command- 
ments of the Law, and ſhow them how to obey upon the 
Principles of the Go/pe/: And how the Precepts of the 
Goſpel are alſo ſo many Promiſes of it. With a ſtrongAp- 
plication ſtudy the Covenant of Grace ; and let the Spirit of 
that Covenant animate and regulate all your Performances, 
when you bleſs the Lord in the Congregations. In theſe 
Truths there are the Articles, which the Church either 
ſtands or — withal. They 01 be the Life of your Mi- 
niſtry : Nor can the Power of Godline/s be maintained 
without them. The Loſs of theſe Truths will render a 
Miniftry inſipid and unfruitful ; and procure thisComplaint 
about the Shepherds, The diſeaſed ye have not ſirengthned, nei- 
ther have ye brought again, that which was driven away. 

That you may be well verſed in theſe Truths, it will be 
requiſite, that your main reading may not be of ſuch Books 
that have been much in Vogue, ſince real and vital Pix v 
has been ſo much baniſhed out of the World, but are as 


Lame 
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Lame in theſe Points, as that which is (znju/2y and un/afel 
enough) Intitled, The whole Duty of Man. There is a 
Set of Books which of late Years have brought in a 7b. 
nable Divinity; withſ the Authors whereof, I cannot but 
be in as ill Terms, as Gi//as was with his Britiſh Clergy, 
when with him aMan was, Non eximie Chriſtianus, who did 
not call them rather the Betrayers than the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. I can by no Means wiſh you to take your Divi- 
nity from them; or to be unacquainted with the Caſtiga- 
tions, which GOD has raiſed up one of their Church (an 
Edwards, I mean) to beftow upon them. In ſhort, if a 
Book that pretends to deſcribe the Way of a Sinner's Re- 
conciliation unto GOD, ſays nothing of, By the Obedience 
One, many made Righteous : If a Book that pretends to di- 
rect a Chriſtian Life, ſays nothing of a Converſion to GOD, 
and of being joined unto the Lord, thro” his one Spirit quick- 
ning of us: And if a Book (that ſhall be written perhaps 
by One who hath ſubſcribed our thirty nine Articles) dreſſes 
up our Doctrine of Prede/{ination in the fallacious and 
invidious Terms, and the Bearſeins in which it is now 
commonly exploded, and proclaims the Author did not 
believe in his Heart, the Articles and Homiliet, which his 
prevaricating Hand made a Subſcription to, (Or if it be 
aBook that ſhall any where ſpitefully link Rome and Geneva 
rogether :) Hunc tu, fudioſe, caveto. I had as good plainly 
ſay, Let not Scott, and Company, be the Alen of your 


Counſel.” 


+ i. e. but an indifferent Chriſtian. 
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Ina ſmuch as the Narrative of the extrsordinary Work at Ca u- 
BUSLANG in the Begiunirg of 1742, and Mr. Webſter's 
excellent Letter in its Vindication, have been reprinted here, we 
ſhall only preſent our Readers with the following E xtratts from 
the Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory re/þecZing the Revival & Pro- 


greſs of Religion in that Place. 


The follmving is a Tranſ#atimn of a Preface to the Cambuſlang 
Narrative printed in the Dutch Languag: at Rotterdam in 
HoLLAND, which wwe apprehend wil! be both entertaining and 


inflruftive. | 
| Glaſgow, 
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Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory, No. 43. 
To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Hugh Kennedy Miniſter of the Scots Church of JeſusChriſt 
in Retterdam, wiſhing Grace Mercy and Peace. 


12 Converſion of elect Sinners to Gop, is one of the 
moſt glorious and admirable Effects of ſovereign and 
infinite Wiſdom Power and Grace; and affords Matter of 
ſolemn Joy to all theSaints. For every one thus added to the 
Church of CHRIS brings ſo much more of his Preſence and 
SPIRIT into the Aſſembly where he worſhips ; and adds the 
more Strength & Beauty to the REDEEMER's Intereft in the 
World: He alſo adds to the Joy of Heaven - The good 
Angels rejoyce exceedingly to hear of one Sinner, much more 
ot a Multitude of Sinners, reſcued from the cruel Tyranny 
of Satan, and brought into the Kingdom of Gop, who ſhall 
be Sharers and Companions with them in the eternal Bliſs and 
Glory, and gladly become miniſtring Spirits for the Good of 
thoſe Heirs of Salvation. And ſuch Converts will in a very 
particular Manner be a Crown & a Joy to all ſuch who are any 
Ways concerned in bringing them to Gop. And can there 
be a more raviſhingSighton thisSide of Heaven than to behold 
periſhing Sinners on their return to God, under the ſweet but 
all-conquering Power of the Grace of JEsUs CHRIST. 

TheſeConſiderations moved me with the moſt ſenſible Joy, 
when J read this Narrative of a moſt gracious and wonderful 
pouring down of the SPIRIT upon many Perſons at CA u- 
BUSLANG, a Place within four Miles of Glaſgow. It is as 
Life from the Dead after a long Time of Barrenneſs and For- 
mality : And tho? a conftant lively Courſe of Religion be in 
it ſelf more valuable, yet the ſudden Converſion of many. 
careleſs Sinners from the Way of Sin and Wrath, muſt yield a 
more ſurprizing Pleaſure; and none but Men very much 
Strangers to a heavenly Spirit, or under the Influence of fear- 
tul Prejudices, will do any Thing to reproach ſuch a Work, 
to hinder it, or be exaſperated and grieved at it. 

I am confident this Narrative will afford a very high Plea- 
ſute and Satisfaction, to all in the UNITED PROVINCES, 
who love our Lord Ex ss in Sincerity,and long for his Com- 
ing and Kingdom. They will be glad to hear of the Con- 
verſion of poor Sinners, becauſe it accompliſhes God's great 


Deſign 


288 Cambuſlang in Scotland. 


Deſign of Grace and Love, and is the bringing of thoſe to 
CuRISTH whom the FA THE Ahas given him from Eternity, and 
in whom he will be for ever glorified. In this Confidence 1 
have chearfully promoted the Tranſlation of this Narrative 
into the Dutch Tongue, that ſo I might ſome Way contri- 
bute to help the Joy of thoſe whoſe Happineſs in Time and a 
Eternity, I moſt ſincerely pray for. | 

I know the Miniſters, who have atteſted this Narrative, to 
be Men of ſuch excellent Knowledge, in the Truths and Ways 
of Gop, ſuch ſolid Piety, and of ſuch Fidelity and Integrity, | 
that their Teſtimony in this Matter is worthy of all Credit, b 
and may ſafely be depended on. While others are ſpeaking 
and publiſhing their Sentiments concerning this Work with 
all Freedom, theſe faithful Miniſters of IEsus CHRIS judge 
themſelves obliged to do ſo too. | 

They had more Opportunity than any others, to inform them- 

ſelves concerning the Ways of the Log D with theſe People, . 
and their Manner of Life, Parpoſe, Faith, Charity; and what 
they have ſeen and heard, that declare they unto us; and I for 
myPart do chearfully receive their Teſtimony, becauſe I know 
them to be Men of good Senſe, & Learning, and of ftri&/aracity, , 


and alſo free from enthuſ;a/t:clmpreſſions, unleſs ſerious Religion 
and experimental Piety be ſo called, as alas we have melan- b 
choly Occaſion to obſerve they often are 

There appear plain Marks of Sincerity and Impartiality in ; 
the following Account; and the ſame Things have been writ- 0 


ten to me by other Friends of unquęſtionabie Capacity and Inte- 
grity, whom I know and correſpond with, and who have di- 
ligently viſited that People, among whom the REDEEMER is ; 


A now riding forth in the Chariot of the everlaſting Goſpel con- 5 
1 quering and to conquer. And this bleſſed I/ort is ſince the 

21 Publication of this Narrative, ſpreading and going forward in : 
1 ſeveral other Places ; particularly Kilhth a Pariſh, about fix ; 
w Miles to the North of Glaſgow, there are above an Hundred 1 
3 careleſs Sinners, lately awakned to a deep Concern about 
wr their Souls and Eternity, and appear to be in a hopeful | 
4 01 
3 Way. 8 
. | 
I (Te be continued. 4 
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Mr. Hugh Kennedy's Preface finiſhed. 


Am perſwaded that all who really make Gop's pure 
and perfect WorDp the only Rule of their Religion; 
who believe the great and univerſal Guilt, Corruption, 
and Impotency of the humaneNature in it's fallenState, 
and the abſolute Necefhty of the SpIR H of Go to convince 
Men effectually of Sin and Righteouſneſs, and Judgment to 
come; to enlighten the blind Mind, to awaken the ſecure 
leepy Conſcience, to bow the ſtubborn Will, land open the 
hard natural Heart to receive IRS US CHRIS]; I ſay, all who 
believe theſe Things, will own the Vert of GOD mention- 
ed in this Narrative,to be highly confiſtent with theScripture- 
Account of CONVERSION, and with all juſt Obſervation of 
the Doings of the LoRD in the Churches, when he is about 
to carry on Salvation-Work with any remarkable Succeſs : 
and I am very ſure, the common Senſe and Reaſon of Man- 
kind cannot ſhow the contrary, but that the ſame almighty 
Power, which firſt breathed a living Soul into Man, can by 
a further Inſpiration and Influence, coming along with the 
pure and faithful Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, raiſe Men t6 
2 highet and nobler Condition, than that in which they find 
themſelves by Nature. 

The wiſeſt of the Heathen Philsſophers were fo far ſenſible 
of the horrible Depravity of humane Nature, in its preſent 
State, that to the reforming of the Hearts and Lives of Men 
they were perſwaded, there was need of a ſupernatural and 
divine Aſſiſtance, or of the immediate Interpofition of Gon 
himſelf; but the Doctrines concerning the univerſal Corrup- 
tien of the humane Nature fince the Fall of Man; and of 
O o me 
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the abſolute Impotency, nay, Enmity of corrupted Nature, to 
any Thing ſpiritually Good, and conſequently of the abſo- 
lute, indiſpenſable Neceſſity of the SpIRIT and Grace of 
God, to begin, to carry on, and to perſect, the whole Work 
of a poor Sinner's Converſion, Sanctification and Salvation; 
are Principles moſt clearly revealed, and ſtrongly eſtabliſhed 
by the WorD of God, juſtified by the Experience of all the 
Saints, and allowed in Speculation by all who call themſelves 
reformed Chriſtians. | 

I confeſs, the HoLy SpIRIT has been in a great and la- 
mentable Meaſure ſo long departed from theChurches called 
Chriſtian; that many who wear that Name, are tempted to 
think, that all his affecting mighty Operations upon the 
Souls of Men by the preaching of the Goſpel, belonged only 
to the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, and to the extraordinary 
Miniſtrations of the Apoſtles; and that now, no more 1s 
neceſſary to make Men good Chriſtians, but a mere rational 
Conviction, of the Deformity of Vice, and of the Beauty 
and Excellency of Virtue, nor any other Chriſtianĩty neceſſary, 
but an external Profeſſion of the Name of CHRIST, witha 
general Aſſent to the Truths of Chriſtianity, and a Life un- 
blameable in the Eye of humane Laws, tho? at the ſame Time 
the Sinner be an abſolute Stranger to the Faith of Gop's 
Elect, and to the indwelling of the SPIRIT of CHRIST \,hav- 
ing made no particular Application of JESUS CHRIST to 
himſelf, nor being brought to reſt upon him alone for the 
whole of his Salvation from firſt to laſt ; and yet' tis as certain 
as Gop's WoRD is true, that unleſs the honeſteſt and beſt 
AMoraliſt in the World be born again of the SPIRIT, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Go; and if any Man, be he other- 
wiſe what he will, have not THE SPIRIT of CHRIST hei 
none of his J 

Great, and alas too ſucceſsful Endeavours have been uſed, 
to bring Men to reſt upon a Minittry and Ordinances witt- 
out THE SPIRIT ; the ETERNAL SPIRIT has been dead. 
full flighted ; his Gifts, his Grace, and peculiar Operations 
upon the Souls of Men in their Converſion, Sanctification, 
Conſolation and Eſtabliſhment in the Ways of God, ſcoff d 
at, reproach'd ; and Contempt thrown on thoſe who were 
moſt earneſt in recommending theſe Things; and yet per 
haps ſuch Men would think themſelves wronged, not tobe 
accounted Chriſtians, * 

- How 
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How irrational and inconſiſtent is the Judgment of the 
Men of the World, who know not the Things of the Sp1R1T 
7 Gor One Man who has a mere Form of Godlineſs, 
ut ſhews no Reliſh nor Power of it, but only ſome Times 
attends Ordinances, being inſtructed out of the Law, and 
ſeems to live a chaſte, honeſt, and ſober Life, and the World 
allows he does ſo, by the Grace of Gop; another who was 
regardleſs of all Religion, a Sabbath breaker, a Drunkard, 
an unclean Sinner, a prophane Swearer, a Deſpiſer of IE sus 
CHR1sT, and the great Salvation; but by a Day of Power 
is put into a deep Concern about his Soul, and earneſtly 
crys, II hat ſhall I do to be ſaved, and becomes, juſt, ſober, 
chaſte, holy, lively, and zealous, for the divine Glory; 
and yet Men ſay, its a Deluſion, all Enthuſiaſm! What 
abſurd Reaſoning is this ! What high and aggravated Provo- 
cation to THE SPIRIT of all Grace! Whether Men will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, it will oneDay be found 
an awful Truth, that Publicans and Harlots, ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, when the profeſſed Children of the 
Kingdom, who diſcover ſuch bitter Enmity at the gracious 
Operations of THE SPIRIT of the LoRD, ſhall be thruſt 
down to utter Darkneſs, unleſs they repent. The Lorp 
ſeems to have ſome great Event upon the Wheel juſt now; 
and I would fain hope, the Glory of the latter Days 1s not 
far off. The preſent Convulſions and Reelings among the 
Nations, as well as the ſtirring among the dry Bones inScot- 
land, America, and other Places, confirm me more and more 
in this Opinion. - Gop has given theNew-TeſtamentChurch 
a great Promiſe, concerning the ſignal Effuſion of the Hol x 
9PIRIT, the Accompliſhment of which, is in every Age to 
be expected by Faith, Joh. xiv. 16,17. Joh. xvi. 7,8,9,10. 
Hence the Holy GHosT is called THE SPIRIT of that 
Promiſe, Eph. i. 13. The SPIRIT that in the new Covenant 
is promiſed, and Believers in all Generations receive the Pro- 
miſe of the SPIR1T thraughFaith. Gal. iii. 2. 14. The Reſidue 
of the SPIRIT i; with our GOD, who in a Way of Sove- 
reignty pours out the HoLy SPIRIT, when, where, upon 
whomſoever, and in whatever Meaſure and Degrees he 
pleaſes : but yet will for this, be inquired of by the Houſe 
of Iſrael to do it for them, Ezek. xxxvi. 27,37 
Therefore I earneſtly beſpeak the Prayers of all the faith- 


ful in CHRIsT Jwsus, into whoſe Hands this Narrative may 
Oo2 come, 
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come, for the ſucceſsful carrying on of the Lozn's Vor in 
Scotland; that great and God-like Work of quickening the 
Dead, juſtifying the Guilty, and ſanQifying the Impure, 
which I hope is begun and going on] and allo for a notable 
reviving to the LoR DS Hort in theſe united Provinces ; that 
the Cloud which at preſent is but like a Man's Hand, may 
grow great and cover the whole Face of the Heavens, ; that 
the bleſſed Goſpel may yet be preached among us, as with 
the Sp1R1T ſent down from above; that Miniſters may be 
made divinely wiſe to win Souls toCHRI1sT, and be ſent forth 
in all Corners and Churches of this Land, with as full a 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel of CHRIST as any other Places have 
experienced, and much more abundantly by the Will and 
Grace of THE Lord ! And finally, pray, That the Lon» 
may heal all our ſad Breaches and Backſlidings, allow us his 
ſpecial Preſence, and leave ſome notable Bleſſing i in the midſt 
of us ; and that his almighty watchful Providence, may be a 
Wall of Fire about theſe Provinces, and all their valuable 
intereſts, and his Goſpel diſpenſed in the Power andDemon- 
ſtration of the HoLy SPIRIT, may be the Glory in the 
midſt of them till Time ſhall be no more, This is, and 
thro* Grace, ſhall be the fervent Prayer of, 
Your very aſfectionaie 
Friend and Servant, 

Rotterdam July * | 

26th 1742. in the Lord, &c. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Lawſon Miniſter 
of Cloſeburn e the Rev. Mr. McCulloch, containing an At- 
teſtation to the IFork of God fin Cambuſlang, . in tha 
Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory, No. 40. 


Rev. and very dear Brether, 
Rom the Time I firſt heard of the extraordinary Work 
at Cambuſlang, I conceived a good Opinion of it from 
ſeveral weighty Conſiderations. I was much perſwaded that 
the Work would appear remarkably to be of Gop, which! 
ſignified to as mary as I convers'd with upon the Subject. 
And notwithſtanding of all I heard to its Diſparagement, and 
to render it ridiculous to the World, as if it had been mere 
Whim and Enthuy/raſm, or Deluſion of Satan,! ſtill preferyed 
very good Thoughts of.it, and firong Expectations &Ho tay 
3 tha 
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that the Iſſue would be good; but upon your Invitation to 
me to come and ſee, and give you ſome Aſſiſtance, from my 
being an Eye and Ear Witneſs ; I was very much confirmed 
in my former Thoughts, and do believe that the Work is a 
ſpecial, a peculiar and extraordinary York of Gor, which 
Hiſtory can perhaps ſcarcely inſtance the Paralell of, in its 
different Circumſtances, ſince the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
[ bleſs Gop I had the Opportunity put into my Hand, of 
being preſent to ſee and obſerve a great Number of Men and 
Mamen, and ſome very young People under deep and bitter 
Convictions and- Diſtreſs, as ever I knew any particular 
Perſons to be under at any Time, all eagerly ſeeking, after 
Relief. Diſtreſs like that of a Woman in her very laitPangs 
of Child-birth, longing and crying with Bitterneſs forRelief ; 
or of a moſt affectionate Perſon deeply afflicted upon the 
Death of their deareſt Relation, their Huſband, their Furſt- 
born, or only Son; or like David when made to roar all 
the Day and Night, I convers'd with ſome who by common 
Fame, and their own voluntary Acknowledgment made with 
Shame and Bluſhing, had been great Debauchees, extreamly 
Wicked, and ſcandalous in their former Life, and who came 
to hear Sermon at Cambuſlang with no good Deſign, particu- 
larly a Man and M aman well known to many in yourBounds, 
whom Goy in his Mercy (according to my Judgment) has 
pluck'd as Brands out of the Burning. As they had been 
very wicked, ſo their Convictions were very ſtrong & bitter. 
They were known to be under them for a conſiderable length 
of Time, and were put to the utmoſt Extremity before they 
met with Deliverance and Outgate; and yet the Lord in 
Mercy made their Extremity hisOpportunity in working for 
them, and giving them Relief ; and among other Methods 
he dropt in comfortable Scripture Expreſſions into their 
Minds, ſuch as, be of good Cheer thy Sins are forgiven thee ; 
or as Iſai. iv. 10. Fear not I am with thee, &c. aWord, 
their Deliverance ſeems to be agreeable to Gop's Hay of 
dealing with his People whom he brings from under the Spi- 
it of Bondage to be under the Conduct of theSpzrit of Adoption, 
I alſo obſerved ſeveral other Exerciſes already mentioned by 
Miniſters and others, and particularly the great Foy ſome were 
filled with upon obtaining an Outgate, and the ſavourySenſe 
they ſeem'd to have of Religion, of the great Favour and 
Don leſcenſion of God to them, reſolving for the Time to 

| come 
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come (through the divine Goodneſs) to love Gor and a/ 
their Neighbours, and to live holy and exemplary Lives, and 
in a Word to follow ThE LAM whitherſoever he goes. I 
can further ſay, That I never ſaw ſuch a Keenneſs,nayGree- 
dineſs, and ſuch cloſe Attention to hear the Goſpel as with 
you, For tho? you and I upon Sabbath laſt preach'd to ten 
thouſand People, or above that Number as ſome thought; 
yet the whole Multitude ſeem'd to attend moſt cloſely, and 
for any Thing I could know without wearying ; for ey 
ms; {till deſirous to hear more. I am, | 

Rev. and dear Brother, your moſt 
a fectionate and humble Servant. 


Cloſeburn May + 
23d. 1742. > John Lawſon, 


Part of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. McCulloch Miniſter of 
Cambuſlang, giving an Account of the Sacrament en 
in Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory, No. 30. 


Camb. July 14. 1742. 

© he gloriousEMMANUEL is ſtill going on to make nume- 
rousConqueſts here. It is not yet quite fe llAonihs fince 

this Work began in this Place: And in that Time I have Rea- 
fon to think (to his own Praiſe alone be it ſpoken who is the 
Author of this Work) that above five HundredSouls have been 
awakned here, and brought under deepConvictions of Sin, and 
feeling Senſe of their loſt and periſhing Condition without a 
SAVIOUR, and are now moſtly I believe favingly brought 
home to Gop. I do not in this Number include thoſe that 
have been pretending to be under ſpiritual Diſtreſs, and 
have been diſcovered to be mereCounterfeits : Nor thoſe that 
appeared to have nothing in their Exerciſe, but a dread of 
Hell, which, you know, where it goes no further, never 
comes to any ſaviug Iſſue. Some of both theſe Sorts there 
have been, but bleſſed be Gop, no great Number, fo far as 
I could hitherto difcern. Nor do I include thoſe who have 
been awakened by Means of Mr. I hitefeld's Sermons in this 
Place ; becauſe I cannot pretend to compute them. He has 
now preached ſeventeen Sermons here fince he came laſt to 
ScoTLAND. He and Mr. Webſter aſſiſted at diſpenſing the 
Lory's Supper here, lat Lox p's Day, and the Day befor 
and after, and were both much aſſiſted and countenanced 
in their Sermons and Exhortations, and a more than ordinary 
Concern 
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Concern appeared among the People all along: And parti- 
cularly the Time of Mr. Whitefield's Sermon on Monday, 
there was a very great Weeping and Mourning among the 
Auditory. Some reckoned there were more than thirty thou- 
ſand People here on Sabbath laſt : But a more moderate Com- 
putation with which Mr.. -d, who is uſed to ſuch Things 
agrees, made them about twenty thouſand. "The Tables 
were below the Brae : The whole Work was without Doors 
in the open Air. There were two Tents, and two Miniſters 
imploy'd in ſpeaking in different Places all Day; except in 
the Evening, when Mr. Th. -d alone preach'd, te all the 
vaſt Multitude then preſent. The Tables or Services were 
ſeventeen in Number, each except the laſt, which was not 
quite full, containing about one hundred or more. And it 
appears by the Tokens gathered in from theCommunicaats at 
the Tables, that the whole Number of Communicants, was 
above ſeventeen Hundred: I am perſwaded that it was a 
bleſſed Time to very many. O come and let us fing @ new 
Song to the Lox D; for he hath done marvellous Things His 
right Hagd and his holy Arm hath won him the Victory. And 
yet, I am hopeful that we ſhall yet ſce and hear of far greater 
Things than theſe. | 

May the Lox ſend a plentiful Rain of divine Influences 
to Glaſgow his ancient Heritage, whereby Multitudes in it 


may be made to look to him whom they have pierced and 
mourn. I. MP C---h. 


An Account of the ſecond Sacrament at Cambuſlang : In 4 
Letter from Mr. M'Culloch to a Brother, printed in th 
Glaſgow Weekly Hiſtory, Ne. 39. | 


Rev. and dear Brother, 
OU know that we had the Sacrament of the LoRtp's 
Supper diſpens*d here, on the 11th of Fuly laſt. It was 
ſuch a ſweet and agreable Time to many, that a Motion 
was made by Mr. W/eb/ter, and immediately ſeconded by Mr. 
Ilhitefield, that we ſhould have another ſuch Occaſion again 
in this Place very ſoon. The Motion was very agreeable to 
me, but I thought it needful to deliberate before coming to 
a Reſolution. The Thing propoſed was indeed extraordi- 
nary, but ſo had the Work in this Place been for ſeveral 
Months paſt. Care was therefore taken to acquaint the ſe- 


veral Meetings for Prayer with the Motion, who reliſh'd it 
| | well, 


Aeta i Sochnd. 


well, and pray'd for Direction to thoſe concern'd to detef- 
mine in this Matter. The Seſſion met next Lord's Day, 
and taking into Conſideration the divine Command to cele- 
brate this Ordinance often, join'd with the extraordin 

Work that had been here for ſome Time paſt ; and under- 
ſtanding, that many that had met with much Benefit to their 
Souls at the laſt Solemnity, had expreſs'd their earneſt Deſires 
of ſeeing another in this Place ſhortly ; and hearing that there 
were many who intended to have join'd at the laſt Occaſion, 
but were keptback thro* inwardDiſcouragements or outward 
Obſtructions, & were wiſhing ſoon to ſee another Opportunity 
of that Kind here towhichtheymight haveAcceſs. Itwas there- 
fore reſoly*'d (Gop willing) that the Sacrament of the Loxp's 
Supper ſhould be again diſpens*din thisPariſh on the thirdSab. 
bath of Auguſt then next to come, being the 15th Day of that 
Month: And there was firſt one Day, and then another, at 
ſome Diſtance of Time from that, appointed for a general 
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Meeting of the ſeveral Societies for Prayer in the Pariſh, at 


the Manſe, who accordingly met there on the Days ap- 

inted, with ſome other Chriſtians from Placgs in the 
Neighbourhood : And when the Manſe ſometimes could 
not conveniently hold them, they went to the Church ; and 
at one of theſe Meetings, when Light failed them in the 
Church, a good Number, of thcir own free Motion, came 
again to the Manſe, and continued at Prayers and Praiſes 
together, till about ene o' Clock next Morning. 

The Deſign of theſe Meetings, and the Buſineſs which they 
were accordingly imploy'd in (beſides ſinging of P/alms and 
blefliag the Name of Gop together) was toaſk Mercy of the 
Gon of Heaven to ourſelves : To pray for the Seceders and 
others, who unhappily oppoſe this Work of God here, & in 
ſome other Parts where it takes Place; that God would for- 
give their Guilt in this Matter, open their Eyes, remove theit 
Prejudices, and convince them that it is indeed his Work, 
and give them Repentance to the acknowledgment of this 
Truth: That the Lon D would continue &inereaſe the bleſſed 
Work of Conviction & Converſion here, and in other Places 
where it is begun in a remarkable Meaſure, & extend ĩt to all 
the Corners of the Land: And that he would eminently coun- 
tenance the diſpenſing of the Sacrament of the holy Supper a 
ſecond Time in this Place, and thereby to make the Glory of 
this latter Solemnity to exceed that of the former. 

' (To be continued.) 
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Mr. McCulloch's Letter finiſhed. - 


Uch of the Loxp's gracious Preſence. was 00 | 
| at theſe Meetings for Prayer, Returns of Mercy 


were vouchſaf'd in Fart, and are * n ex- 
pected and hoped for. f 
This ſecond Sacrament Occaſion did indeed much excel 
the former, not only in the Number of Miniſters, People and 
Communicants, but what is the main Thing, in a much 
greater Meaſure of the Power and ſpecial Preſence of GOD, 
in the Obſervation and ſenſible W of rere | 
that were attending. 
The Miniſters that aſſiſted at this Solemnity were Mr. 
I iitefield, Mr. Mebſter from Edinburgh, Mr. A Laurin and 
Mr. Gulies from Glaſgow, Mr. Robe ff from Kilfyth, Mr. Cur- 
i from Kinglaſſie, Mr. M Kneight from Iruin, Mr. Bommer 
1:0: Torphicben, Mr. Hamilton from Douglaſs, and three of 
toe neighbouring Miniſters, viz. ** Hender ſon from Blan- 
tc, Mr. Maxwell from Rutherglen, and Mr. Adam from 
(../zcort, All of them appear'd to be very much aſſiſted in 
their Work. Four of them preach'd on the Faſt-day, four 
on Saturday, on Sabbath I cannot well tell how many, and 
hvc on Monday, on which laſt Day it was computed that 
about twenty four Miniſters and Preachers were preſent. 
Old Mr. Bonner, tho? ſo frail that he took three Days to ride 
18 Miles from Torpbichen to Cambuſlang, yet his Heart was 
ſo ſet upon coming here, that he could by no Means ftay 
away, and when he was help'd up to the Tent, preach'd 
three Times with great Life; and return'd with much Sa- 
tisfaction and Joy, Mr, J/hitefield's Sermons on Saturday, 
Sabbath, and Monday, were attended with much Power, 
particular on Sabbath * about ten, and that on 77 
| P 4, 
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day, ſeveral crying out, and a very great but decent Weey- 

ing and Mourning was obſervable thro” the Auditory. © On 

Sabbath Evening while he was ſerving ſome Tables, he ap- 

pear r'd to be ſo filled with the Love of God, as to be in a 
n 


d of Extaſy or Tranſſ rt, and communicated with much 


of that bleſſed F rame. Time would fail me to ſpeak of the 
Evidences of the Power of God coming along with the reſt 
of the Aſhſtants : And I am in Part prevented by what is 
noticed by Mr. Robe in his Narrative, * 

The Number of People that were there on Saturday and 
Menday, was very conſiderable. But the Number preſent at 
the three Tents on the Lord's-Day was ſo great, that, ſo far 
as I can hear, none ever ſaw the like ſince the Revolution in 
Scotland, or even any where elſe, at any Sacrament Occa- 
ſion: Some have called them fifty Thouſand ; ſome forty 
Thouſand ; ; the loweſt Eſtimate I hear of, with which Mr. 
Mbiteſſal agrees, who has been much us'd to great Multi- 
tudes, and forming a Judgment of their Number, makes 
them to have been upwards of thirty Thouſand. 

. TheNumber of Communicants appears to have been about 
three Thouſand. And ſome worthy of Credit, and that had 
proper Opportunities to know, gave it as their Opinion, 
that there was ſuch a bleſſed Frame fell upon the People, that 
if there had been Acceſs to get Tokens, there would have 
been a Thouſand more Communicants than what were. 

This vaſt Concourſe of People, you may eaſily imagine, 


came not only from the City of Glaſgow, and other Places 


near by, but from many Races at a conſiderable Diſtance : 
It was reckoned there were 200 Communicants from 
Edinburgh, 200 from Kilmarnock, 100 from Irvin, 100 
from "Stewarton. It was obſerved, That there were 
ſome from England and Ireland here at this Occaſion : A 
conſiderable Ny mber of Quakers. were Hearers : A great 
many of thoſe that had formerly been Seceders were hearing 
the Word, and ſeveral of them were Communicants. A 


Vouth chat has a near View to the Miniſtry, and had been 


for ſome time under great Temptations, that God's Preſence 
was no more to be enjoy'd, either in the Church, or among 


the Seceders, communicated here, and returned with FRE 
| Joy, fu full of the Love of Gad. 
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There was a great deal of outward Decency and Regula- 
rity obſervable about the Tables. Publick Worſhip began 
on the Lord's-Day juſt at half paſt Eight in the Morning. 
My Action Sermon, I think, was reaſonably ſhort : The 
third or fourth Table was a ſerving at 12 o'Clock: And the 
laſt Table was a ſerving about Sun-ſet, when that was done, 
the Work was clos'd with a few Words of Exhortation 
Prayer and Praiſe, the Precenter having ſo much Day-Light 
as to let him ſee to read four Lines of a P/a/m. The Tab les 
were all ſerv'd in the open Air, beſide the Tent, below the 
Braz : The Day was temperate : No Wind or Rain in the 
leaſt to diſturb. Several Perſons of conſiderable Rank and 
Diſtinction who were Elders, moſt chearfully aſſiſted our 
Elders in ſerving the Tables. | 

But what was moſt remarkable, was the ſpiritual Glory of 
this Solemnity, I mean the gracious and ſenſible Preſence of 
Gop. Not a few were awakened to a Senſe of Sin, and 
their loſt and periſhing Condition without a SAVIOUR. 
Others had their Bands loos'd, and were brought into the 
marvellous Liberty of the Sons of Gop. Many of God's 
dear Children have declared, That it was a happy Time to 
their Souls, wherein they were abundantly ſatisfied with the 
Goodneſs of God in his Ordinances, and filled with all Joy 
and Peace in believing. I have ſeen a Letter from Edin- 
burgh, the Writer of which ſays, That having talk'd with 
«© many Chriſtians in that City, who had been here at this 
«© Sacrament, they all own'd, ThatGophad dealt bountifully 
with their Souls at this Occaſion.” Some that attended 
here, declared, That they would not for a World have been 
abſent from this Solemnity. Others cry'd, Now let thy 
Servants depart in Peace, from this Place, fince our Eyes 
have ſeen thy Salvation here. Others wiſhing, If it were 
the Will of God, to die where they were attending Gon 
in his Ordinances, without ever returning again to the 
World or their Friends, that they might be with CHRIST 
in Heaven, as that which is incomparably beſt of all. 

I thought it my Duty to offer theſe few Hints concerning 
this Solemnity, and to record the Memory of Gop's great 
Goodneſs to many Souls at that Occaſion. May our ex- 
alted REDEEMER ſtill go on from conquering to conquer, 
till the whole Earth be filled with his Glory. Amen. ſo let 
it be. In him 1 am Tour's, &c. 

William M'Culloch. 
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A Continuation of Mr. Robe's NARRATIV. 
Having in ſome former Numbers given our Readers My, 
* 'RoBe's Narrative A the extraordinary Wark at Kilſyth 
from its Beginning toMay 1 9th 1742. (See Chriſtian Hiſtory 
p. 26.) as alſo the four firſt Articles, we now proceed to pre- 
ſent them with the Continuation of this Hiſtory to July 19th 
following, to which will be added his Account of the 
moſt material Paſſages in the Progreſs of this Work at 
K1iLsYTH and many other Places fince, with Atte/lation 

from ſeveral Miniſters : reſerving to be publiſhed hereafter 
the fifth Article, wherein he gives an Account of ſome un- 
uſual and peculiar Effects which ſpiritual Operations have 
had on theBodies of a few; with an Appendix, conſiſting of 
Inſtances of Perſons in former Times affected in their 
Bodies while under divine Influence; to which we prop:/e 
zo ſubjoin a further Collection of our own to the fame Purpoſe. 
The Continuation mentioned, conſiſts of Extras of Letter; 
from the Rev. Mr. Robe to theRev. Mr.McLaurin, an emi- 
nent Miniſter in Glaſgow, which with Mr.McLaurin's In. 
troduttion, now follow, 8 


Mr. McLavrin's Introduction. 


W Hen this good Work began I could with the more 
Freedom urge Mr. Robe, however hurried, to favour 
me with Accounts from Time to Time of its Progreſs ; be- 
cauſe ſuch Intelligence would be very acceptable and edify- 
ing to many others, particularly in this City. And tho? it 
could not be expected that Letters written by one having ſo 
much defirable Work on his Hands ſhould be very full and 
particular; or that one writing to a Friend, and in ſuch 
Haſte, ſhould have ſuch Regard to Stile, as in Things in- 
tended for publick View : Yet as theſe Letters give a pleaſant 
View of the gradual Progreſs of that Work, together with 
ſeveral remarkable Particulars ; and alſo of the warm Im- 
preſſions which a Train of ſo extraordinary and defireable 
Events behov'd to make on the Mind of one, by Duty and 
Inclination, ſo deeply interefted ; at or near the very Time 
that they happen'd, or while they were yet freſh in his Me- 
mory; expreſs'd in the natural Manner uſual between intt- 
mate Correſpondents : For theſe Reaſons I reckon it no ſmall 
Favour, that I have ſucceeded in taking Pains to obtain his 


Conſent, that Extrafs of theſe Letter; hould be publiſhed. 
Extract 


Kilſyth in Scotland. 301 


Extracts of Letters from Mr. Rog from May 18 to 
July 19. 1742. which the Author when prevailed on 
to yield to the Publication of ibem, refer d ſo intirely to 
his Correſpondent, as to the Choice of the Excerpts to 
be publiſhed, that he only, and not Mr. Robe is accoun- 
table, for the Choice made. 


Kilſyth, Saturday May 15. 1742. 
A Fter ſpeaking of what happen'd in his Journey from Cam- 
buſlang, an Account of which is publiſh'd in this Nar- 
rative Page 23. The LoRD is ſhooting his Arrows faſt ; Praiſe 
to him that they are not Arrows of Deſtruction as we deſerve : 
May his holy Arm get him theViftory over Satan in theſe wounded 
Souls. | | 
He is come to this Country-ſide ! There was a great Day 
of Power at Calder Tueſday laſt. We had a good Day Sab- 
bath laſt : I now know of /;x that came under Convictions 
that Day ; and there may be others. O cry to him for a 
plentiful Effuſion of his Spirit, and for much Zeal, Skill and 
Humility, with Singleneſs to- me. O if I could praiſe and 
| magnify him; I would fain do it: Pray that I may be kept 
out of my own Eye, and that I may have CHRISTH and the 
good of Souls only in Sight.--- | 
Poſt ſcript, Sabbath May 16th. This has been indeed one 
of the Days of the Son of Man. The KING or GLory 
hath ſhot his Arrows very thick into the Hearts of his Ene- 
mies, not for their Deſtruction, but to fall under him. 
There was a great Cry of awaken'd Sinners this Day: 
There have been ſeven & twenty awakened this Day, all of 
them under as great Agonies as we conceive thoſe of the 28 
of the Ads; beſides others that were carried away by their 
Friends, whoſe Names I have not yet: I bave dealt with 
them all this Evening, as alſo Mr. Oghter/ſon for a while, hav- 
ing ſent for him. --- O Praiſe him, and pray much for us, 
and tell every Body to Praiſe him for his Mercy to us, and 
that he will ſtay a long Time with us after this Sort.---There 
are no fewer than five in --- Family under deep Diſtreſs : --- 
two Daughters and three Servants. . O *tis a gracious Viſit : 
He hath wounded and will heal. Write this good News to 


Mr--- O let Heaven and Earth praiſe him: I expect you 
and am, Ec. 
Sabbath 
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| | Sabbath May 27; 
The Lord hath been graciouſſy preſent this Day: His Spi- 
rit yet poured forth from on high, notwithſtanding of our 
Stupidity and Ingratitude : There was an uncommon Con- 
cern upon the Congregation and Attendance unto theWorg : 
There are feven awakened Perſons known to us this Evening 
that were not known before: Some newly awaken'd, viz, 
this Day: Others whoſe Convictions begun laſt Sabbath, 
brought to a diſtreſſing and complaining Height this Day ; 
I am perſwaded there are many more of whom I expect to 
hear to Morrow. There were two others that came to us 
upon Saturday after you left us; both of them ſome Years 
above forty, one the fame Day above fifty ; another betwixt 
fexty and ſeventy. I rejoyce at the Lord's coming near old 


Sinners. 


Friday May 28th. 

I have the great Pleaſure to tell you that the Loxp yet 
continues to pour forth his good and free SPIRIT upon un- 
worthy us: I edneſday laſt the Congregation was much 
moved: Mr.--- and Mr. and I preached : The Awakened 
were added to: My Liſt amounts to fixtten, of which there 
are about forty eight in this Pariſh : beſides ſeven I am afſur'd 
of, two of which belong to Denny, two to Airth or Larbert, 
two to Cumbernauld, and one to this Pariſh: And ſeveral 
others we preſume are unknown to us. Some are come to 
ſolid Relief ; others I hope are not far from it. 

7, Wedneſday June 2d. 

I have juſt Time to write you this. Mr.---preached with 
me to Day : There was a conſiderable Multitude : There 
appeared a Concern among the People, tho* no Outcry. I 
wait for the Fruits, which I hope a ſovereignly gracious Gop 
will ſhew in his own Time : I have ſome newly awaken'd 
ſince I wrote to you, beſides others I hear of: This Night 
there werc three with me who never ſpoke to me before : 
N. B. They keep their Diſtreſs as long as they can hold: 
There was another with me ye/terday who was new; and one 
this Morning awaken'd laſt Lord's Day. 

Tueſday June 8. I have juſt Time to write this to you, 
having ſcarce a Moments ſpare Time, the Diſtreſs'd or thoſe 
who are come to Relief coming continually to me. The 
Pariſh-Liſt is now ſixty. I can give no diſtin Account 


of thoſe awakened here, in other Congregations. The Lord 
is 
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is continuing graciouſly with us. Four or five new ones have 
been with me ſince Sabbath laſt. Several are come to folid 
Relief, I had one this Day filled with inexpreflible Joy.—- 
I am wonderfully ſtrengthened, have great Pleaſure and made 
unwearied. O praiſe him who does it z Pray for a more 
plentiful Out-pouring'of the Holy Spirit. | 
Wedneſday June gth. We have had 4 glorious Day this 
Day. Many are added to the awakened, either altogether 
new, or thoſe who were formerly lightly touch'd are deeply 
a waken'd: There are eight Jam certainly inform'd of; be- 
ſides a great many others that I judge pretty probable ; five 
of the firſt are in this Pariſh : There was a-general Concern, 
in kee Congregation. ' I find when I am weakeſt and have 
leaſt Expectation from my Sermon, the Lok ſhews him- 
ſelf 1aoſt.. , I preached from Jobn xvi. 11. I was far from 
being pleaſed with the Compoſure.  Mr.---'s Helper preach- 
ed with me from Matth. 11.28. a good Sermon. Iam much 
ſtraitned for Help; but the Lox D ſtands by me; Bleſſed be 
he, and he will do it. Receive a third Journal. I have a 
beautiful one, of one who was inexpreſſibly filled with the 
Love of CHRIS ſhed abroad in her Heart - and they tell 
me continues yet overcome with it. Some old Chriſtians 
are getting wonderful Revivings, and Manifeſtations of the 
Love of Gop. PEGS. £4 | | 
Friday June 11th. Becauſe I know what Joy and Thank- 
fulneſs it gives you to hear of our dear LoRD's appearing in 
his Glory and Majefty, in conquering his Enemies. to him- 
ſelf; I embrace the Opportunity to write to you that this 
hath been a good Week ; one of the beſt I ever ſaw, tho” of 
the greateſt Labour ; yet of the greateſt Pleaſure. I had a 
Cloſet full of little Ones yeſternight, making a pleaſant Noiſe 
and Outcry for CHRIsT ; and two of the youngeff, one of 
them but zen, fainting, and ſo diſtreſs'd, they could ſcarce 
gohome. I cannot write unto you theWonders I ſaw : One 
of eleven crying out ſhe was fick of Sin, and crying out with 
Hands uplifted to Heaven: When I told her that if ſhe were 
willing to take CHRIST he would heal her; ſhe replied, 
* lam willing with all my Heart, and from the bottom of my 
* Heart to take him; l bad her wait with Patience, and told 
ſhe minded the fortieth P/alm : She noted over the firſt 
twelve Lines with great Calmneſs: I hear they have been 


rery diſtreſs'd laſt Night and this Day. I would fain hope 
| that 
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that Relief may not be very far from her. O pray for the 
poor young Babes : Tells me juſt now ſhe. is come to Joy 
and Peace in believing, for which I beg you'l Praiſe the 
Lox, and employ others to do it. Poor /:tt]:--- ſpeaks to 
the Diſtreſs'd like her ſelf. This is---A pleaſant Country- 
fide--be it was. I wiſh you was here. Wedneſday was a 
wonderful Day, when we were afraid the Work was like to 
ſtop : There have been ten new Ones belonging to this Con- 
gregation ſince laſt Lord*s-Day ; ſo that if I count right they 
are about or near ſeventy ; beſides thoſe who belong to +4 
[ 


Congregations, of which I can have no Account. 

_ Thurſday June 17th. Receive a fourth Journal, whi 
have with much Difficulty, for want of Time, got extrac/d 
from my Book. It concerns the Woman overcome i 
Love. She uttered many Things which I could not 
down, and I ſeldom inſert any Thing from my Memgry:: 
The Girl was with me this Day, and continues in the ame 
good Frame; only her Tears are dried up, and ſhe hath got 
a humble Joy in her Face. There is an elder Chriſtian in 
her Neighbourhood, who hath got a conſiderable Reviving, 
and marvellous Manifeſtations of the Love of Ix sus CHRIST, 
ſhewing themſelves to be genuine by their Effects. * 
From Lord's Day was ſeven Nights the KING of Kings 
has been riding gloriouſly upon the white Horſe, ſhooting his 
Arrows thick into the Hearts of his Enemies; making them 
ſenſible of their evil State of Unbelief, making them to cry 
out for fear of the Loxp, and the Glory of his Majeſty, at 
the ſame Time ſubduing others to himſelf. We had twelve 
awakened la/t Week belonging to the Pariſh, ſiſteen Sabbath 
laſt, four whereof were Strangers belonging to Cumbernauld, 
Campſy and Kirkintillock : Tueſday we had fifteen and one 
Stranger; and this Day I had two who were among the firſt, 
but never came to me until this Day; which make in all be- 
longing to the Pariſh; ſince Sabbath before the laſt, forty. I 
make no doubt, but there are a great many Strangers beſides 
not known to me. I have alſo had ſome with me who are 
come I hope to ſolidRelief. Tho? I am continually employ'd, 
yet the Lon p gives ſugh bodily Strength as I am not much 
wearied ; and is not wanting otherwiſe. He gives uncom- 
mon Strength for uncommon Service: Which I acknow- 
ledge to his Glorv ; and beg that you and others may help 
me to Praiſe him for it. N Ag, 

(To be continued.) 
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real Chriſtian, who blam*d the People much for 

crying out, and ſaid, Could they not be ſerious 
eneugh without crying? Sabbath was eight Days ſhe was 
made to cry eut her ſelf, and was not able to come from the 
Place of Meeting to my Houſe without being ſupported by 
two Men : She acknowledges this Day that ſhe juſtly met 
with it for her Raſhneſs. --- Laft Lord's Day there were a 
740d many awaken'd at Cumbernauld,--- cannot preciſely tell 
how many the Number of the Awaken'd are with us now, 
for I have not Time to number them. 

Monday June 28. There are now, Praiſes to theBuilder 
up of Zion appearing in his Glory, ſuch a Number of the 
Awakened as gives me no Reſpite; neither do I allow my 
{elf to deſire it, ſeeing Tam not call'd to work in my own 
Strength. The LoRD was'graciouſly witk vs yeſternight : 
There were ſeven awakened yeſterday newly: The Child of 
ſix was in greatDiftreſs during the moſt Part of the Sermon : 
I aſked her at Night, hat ſhe would give to get CHRIST : 
dhe anſwered with a great deal of Compoſure, I world part 
with my Life to have him; at which I was amazed. 

Blefled be the Lox D we are every Day getting Encou- 
ragement by ſome being brought to Relief: "Thoſe who have 
got it, walk anſwerably : We are, Gop willing, to obſerve 
Medneſday as a Day of Thank/giving to the Gop of our ex- 
traordinary Mercy: I beg you, and others will remember 
us that Day. 

Wedneſday June 30. The Lord hath been graciouſly 
preſent with us this Day. I looked upon it as a Token for 

Qq Good, 


12 was a good Voman who I doubt not was 4 
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Good, that we had a great Congregation, ſeeing it was ſet 
apart for ſolemn Thankſgiving to God. I am perſwaded it 
was the beſt obſerved Day of Thankſziving, in every Shape, 
that ever was in X:l/yth ; yet vaſtly ſhort of what ſhould have 
been rendered, according to the Benefit. We look to the 
great Altar, Sacrifice and High-Prieſt for Acceptance. I 
preached from Matth. xxi. 16. From which I proſecuted 
theſe two Purpoſes; 1. That extraordinary Comings of the 
Loa p JEsus to his Temple and Ordinances, ſhould be 
welcomed with extraordinary Praiſes, and that he is pleaſcd 
when it is ſo. 2dly. That when he comes he'll provide tc: 
his Praiſe by thoſe who are unlikely and unfeaſible in |: 
World's Eye; which made two Sermons in the Forenoon 
We had a good Sermon from Mr. Young in the Afternoon. 
There were three newly awakened brought to me this Day, 
belonging to this Congregation : There were doubtleſs many 
more, for the Concern was great.--- F:ve were added to the 
Awakened at Cumbernauld laſt Lord's Day: Bleſſed be the 
Gop of our Salvation, the Face of the Congregation and 
Country- ſide is changed. ; 

Friday July 2. Bleſſed for ever more be our Gop in 
CHRIsT, for his continued marvellousGrace : I have fiften 
new awakened this Week before this Day. I know of tw 
more this Day: And expect others to Morrow. TI have been 
at Cumbernauld all this Day, and I think the Body of thisParilh. 
There was @ very great Cry in the Congregation, not only 
while the Terrors of the Law were preached, but the Com- 
forts of the Goſpel : The former five were awakened this 
Day : I hear more and more of the vaſt Change there is upon 
the Face of this Pariſh : Iniquity as aſhamed hides its Head ; 
the Wolf and the Lamb dwell together.--- I am obliged to 
ay at the Cry of a Number of Diſtreſs'd coming into the 

loſet. 

There hath been brought to me, and come in about a 
Dozen in great Diſtreſs, moſt of them young ; ſome of them 
awakened at home this Day, and ſome at Cumbernauld : One 
of them was awakened while I was ſpeaking to the reſt : One 
weeding Corn to Day: They were in ſuch Diftreſs, that! 
could only ſpeak in general to them. One of them was look- 
ed upon as a---: O amazingGrace : I beg you'll pray forme: 
I ſhall have People to converſe with me all Day to Morrow, 
and no Body to preach for me on the Lord'sDay ; yet I wil 

not 
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not fear, for I truſt in the Lox D: I doubt not but he will 
be my Strength for all he calls to. 

Monday July 5. The Lord is making us Fiſhers of Men 
indeed: He is preſent ; and while we toiled Years in his 
Abſence, and to Apprehenſion catched nothing; at every 
letting down of the Goſpel- Net, ſome are catched ; he is 
driving them into the Net ; and making ſome pray to be en- 
cloſed : Endleſs Praiſes be, and will be to him for it. 
Yeſterday * was a Bochim in the Congregation for unworthy 
communicating ; and this Evening there was à great Cry in 
the Church: Mr. G--- Miniſter at Carnack, who came here 
this Afternoon preached : Laſt Week the newly awakened 

were about thirty ſix, of which about twelve or fourtcen were 
awakened at Cumbernauld Friday laſt : Yefterday, and this 
Day there were fifteen new, all belonging to this Congrega- 
tion : Three of them were awakened whileMr.---- preached. 
We never had ſo great a Number in ſo ſhort a Lime. Every 
Day I have ſome acquainting me with their Relief, which I 
find in the moſt to be folid and good. I have conv erſed with 
about forty this Day from the Town of Kt belides others 
I truſted in the Lok op for Yeſterday, and was helped.--- I 
had with me on Saturday an honeſt Man from Muthil, where 
Mr. Haly is Miniſter, who informs me there have been, ſince 
March fifty awakened in thatPariſh; for whichl bleſs theLor n 
---There is a Perfon in this Country--- who is jealous that 
his Family ow'd to the late --- about 10 Shillings : He hath 
put it into my Hands to give it to his Heirs, I know no 
Hand fo fit as vour's to do it, ſeeing it may be ſome Time 
ere ] come to Town, and do not know his Heirs : You'll 
pleaſe to receive it from the Bearer. 

Thurſday, July 8. There were eighteen awakned yeſterday, 
Sabbath laſt and ſince, all belonging to the Congregation. 
There are only two to Day, one in Denny and the other in 
Campſie. 

Thurſday, July 15th. I have been buſy in dealing with 
the Diſtreſs'd a good [Part of this Day ; we have only as far as 
I know yet about a Dozen or thirteen newly awakened of 
them who belong to this Congregation, ſince Thurſday laſt, 
and about fourteen we know of from Gargunnoct, Kippen and 


— 
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* It was the Preparation Sabbath before the Communion. 
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Campſie; beſides theſe, one from Mutbil, and one fromCarnac. 
There was ---a Trilapſe in Fornication fell down yeſterday 
in the Barn juſt as I was diſmifling the Diſtreſs'd: She was 
to be led home ; was with me toDay ; and in a hopeful Way. 
May the good and freeSP1R1T of the Lox p remain with us; 
Jam willing, with a Dependance on Grace to take no Reſt; 
to direct them under his Conduct to Jes Us CHRIST. Tho! 
we have had ſome every Day, yet we have had fewer belong- 
ing to this Pariſh theſe eight Days paſt than for fome Weeks 
before : Yet, bleſſed be the Loxp, it is made up with 
Strangers who have carried it home to their own Congrega- 
tions, who I hope ſhall be made as Leaven to leaven the 
whole Lump. 

MAonday, Fuly 19th. We had a good Day from the Pre- 
ſence of the Lon D ye/erday : There was a great Noiſe a- 
mong the dry Bones both Forenoon and Afternoon. There 
were a good many Strangers from beyond Stirling and from 
Fife : There were td of theſe at a Diſtance obſerved --»- 
under deep Concern : But they went away without ſpeak- 
ing: Eight have been with me: One fromGargunnick awak- 
ened yeſterday Afternoon: Bleſſed be the Loxp it is going 
comfortably over the Mountain ---- Two from Kirkintilloch 
and one from Cumbernauld, and only four of our own : Bleſſed 
be the Lo Rn for all. 


— 


An Account of the moſt remarłabie PARTICULARS con- 
cerning the PROGRESS of this bleſſed Wok k, [both at 
K1LSYTH and OTHER PLACE: With ATTESTA- 
T10NnS from ſcveral Miniſters. | 


1* is the Deſire of ſome, and J hope will be acceptable to 
many others, to have an Account of what ſhall come to 
my Knowledge of the Progreſs of this Work from time to 
time. This I ſhall endeavour to give in every print of this 
Narrative until it be ſiniſhed, if the Lon D will. 

Ockober zu. The Lord's Supper was given a ſecond time in 
this Congregation. ------ 

was afiſted in the giving of it by the Neighbouring Mi- 
niſters and former Aſliſtants who could be with me, ſuch as- 
the Rev. Mr. John Ac liamin Minitter of the Goſpel at G4, 
got, Mr, James Warden at (ue, r. Feb Harden at Canp- 
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fie, Mr. James Burnſide at Kirkintilloch, Mr. James Macky at 
St. Ninians, Mr. John Smith at Larbert, Mr. Speirs at Lin- 
lithgow, Mr. Thomas Gilleſpie at Carnock, Mr. Hunter at Salin, 
Mr. McCulloch at Cambuſlang, and Mr. Porteous at Money- 
vaird.---yome of theſe Rev. Brethren, who had not been for- 
merly myAſſiſtants, were invited to ſupply the Place of ſome 
of my Neighbours, who could not be with me at this Time ; 
or, to anſwer for the more than ordinary Demand of Preach- 
ing and other minifterial Work. Some of theſe Brethren 
alſo came to join with us of themſelves, and kindly gave their 
Aſſiſtance as they were called. Mr. James Ioung Preacher of 
the Goſpel at Fa/kir# having been invited, aſſiſted byPreaching. 

Upon the Faſt-day, Sermon was in the Fields to a very nu- 
merous and attentive Audience by three Miniſters, without 
any Intermiſſion becauſe of the ſhortneſs of the Day. Upon 
the Friday's Evening there was a Sermon in the Kirk, and 
there was a good deal of Concern among the People. Upon 
the Saturday there was Sermon both in the Kirk and in the 
Fields. 

Upon the Lord's-Day, the publick Service began about halt 
an Hour after c:ght in the Morning, and continued without 
Intermiſſion until half an Hour after eight in the Evening, 
when all was concluded. I preached the Action Sermon by 
the divine Direction and Aſſiſtance; from Epheſians ii. 7. 
That in the Ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding Riches of 
his Grace, in his Kindneſs toward us, through CHRIST JESUS. 
There were twenty-two Services; each conſiſting of about 
ſeventy Perſons, except the laſt which had only a few, fo that 
the Number of Communicants amounted to near fifteen Hun- 
dred. The Evening Sermon began immediately after the 
laſt Service. And tho? I defired that the Congregation in the 
Fields ſhould be diſmiſſed after the laſt Service; yet they 
choſe rather to continue together until all was over, when 
there were the moſt deſirable Frame, and obſervable Con- 
cern among the People, that had ever been any where ſeen ; 
It began to be conſiderable, when the Rev. Mr. John Harden 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Camp/ie preached, and it continued 
and increaſed greatly, while the Rev. Mr. Sperrs preached, 
who concluded the publick Work of this Day in the Fields. 

Upon the Monday, there were Sermons both in the Kir- 
and in the Ficld;s, There was a good deal obſervable Con- 
gern, and ſeveral brought under ſpiritualDiſtreſs in the F 2 | 
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In the Evening two Miniſters had ſucceſſively publick Dif. 
courſes, unto the numerous Diſtreſsd convened in the Church. 
As alſo upon the Tuæſday Morning there was a Sermon preach- 
ed, and a Diſcourſe by another Miniſter containing ſuita- 
dle Inſtructions and Directions, both to the Awakened and 
to them who had never attained to any Senſe and Sight of their 
Sin and Danger. 

The ſpiritual Fruits of this ſolemn and extraordinary Dif- 

ſation of Word and Sacrament are, as far as known to me, 

1. Several Chri/tleſs and ſecure Sinners were awakened to 
a ſight of their Sin and Miſery, the moſt Part of whom were 
Strangers from other Congregations at a Diſtance. Zion's 
mighty King brought the Wheel of the Law over them, and 
ſent them home with broken and contrite Hearts. 

24ly, Some who came here without any ſenſible Relief from 
the ſpiritual Dire, and Lau- Mor they had been under for 
a long Time, felt ſuch a Time of the MRDIATOR's Power, 
as enabled them to embrace JesUsCHRIST with ſuchDiſtinct- 
neſs, as to know that they had done it: A ſovereignly gracious 
LorD, who comforts them that are caſt down, filling them 
at the ſame Time, with ſuch a feeling of his Love ſhed abroad 
in their Hearts by the Hol v Gnosr given unto them, as 
they could not contain; but were conſtrained to break forth 
with Floods of Tears in the moſt ſignificant Expreſſions of 
their own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs, and of the deep Senſe 
they had of the exceeding Riches of Gop's Grace in his Kind- 
neſs ſhown towards them through JEsUsCnRIsT. 

34ly, There were a great many who declared to me, that 
while they were at the Lord's- Table, and at other Times du- 
Ting this Attendance, they had more than ordinary Feelings 
of the Love of Gop to their Souls, and out-goings of their 
Love towards the altogether lovely IEs us; and theſe not on- 
ly of the elder Sort; but ſome who were very young. A ju- 
dicious ſolid Chriſtian told me, That he was ſo much in this 
bletied Situation, as he could ſcarcely reſtrain himſelf from 
crying out. 

There were many Strangers from a great Diſtance who 
came hither to keep this F eaſt to the LoR D ; ſeveral of them 
of Note and Diſtinion in the World, of great Penetration and 
Judgment, and long Experience in the Chriſtian-Life, who 
declared themſelves Fol ſatisfied with what they had heard, 
ſeen and felt, by the Lox y's Mercy in thisPlace,and re 
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ed to their Houſes joyful and glad in Heart, for the Goodneſs 
that the Lox D had ſhewed unto his People. 

I record all this to the Praiſe and Glory of our Gop in and 
through ſesUs CHRIST ;z and that I may mention the lov- 
ing Kindneſs of the LoxD, and the Praiſes of the Load, ac- 
cording to all that the Loxp hath beſtowed on us, and the 
great Goodneſs towards the Houſe of Iſrael, which he hath 
beitowed on them, according to his Mercies, and according 
to the Multitude of his loving Kindneſſes. 

It will be agreable Tydings, to all who defire and pray for 
the Coming of the Kingdom of Gop, to be informed that 
this Out-pouring of the Hol v SPpiRIT is conſiderably obſer- 
vable to the Northward beyond what hath been formerly 
mentioned in this Narrative. Not to be particular now as 
to the much greater Progreſs of this bleſſed Work in the 
Pariſhes of Gargunnoct and St. Nintans ; I ſhall at this Time 
give ſome particular Account of the remarkable Coming of 
the ComFor TER to the Pariſh of MuTHEr, to convince 
many there of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment. 


An Account of the Revival of Religion at MuTaeL.) 


His Pariſh is ſituate in the Shire of Perth and Preſbytery 

of Auchterarder about four Miles to theNorth-weft of the 

ſaid Preſbytery Seat. They have been many Years under 

the Paſtoral Care of the Rev. Mr. William Halley, an able 

and ſufficient Miniſter of the new Teſtament, and one who 

is known to be laborious and faithful. "The Reader will be 

informed much better, by a Letter which I received from 

the ſaid Rev. Brother, upon the ſecond of this Current Oe- 

ber, than by any Abſtract I can give of it: Which Letter is 
as follows. 

Reverend and dear Brother, 

For ſome Time paſt, I have been much refreſhed with 
Tydings of great Joy, not only from abroad, viz. New- Eng- 
lard, and other remote Parts, but alſo from different Corners 
of our own Land, particularly from the Pariſh whereof you 
have the Paſtoral Charge, from whence I hear of a Gathering 
of the People to the bleſſed SHILon. 

That you may rejoyce wi h me and help with yourPrayers 
at the Throne of Grace --- I cho't it proper to acquaint you 
with ſomething of the like glorious Work in this Congrega- 

| tion. 
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tion. do not in this Miſſive, pretend to give you a full and 
particular Account of what the Lok has done amongſt us 
for ſome Time paſt.--- In general, for about a Year hence, 
there has been an unuſual Stirring and ſeeming Concern thro? 


this Congregation, and ſome now and then falling underCon- 


victions. A cloſer Attention to the Word preached, and a 


receiving of it with an apparent Appetite, was by my ſelf 


and others obſerved.--- Until the Time the Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper was diſpenſed here, which was the third Sab- 
bath of Fuly laſt, at which Time, I think, our conquering 


REDEEMER made ſome viſible In-roads upon the Kingdom 
of Satan. I hope there are not a few, both in this and other 
Congregations, that can ſay, That GOD was in this Place, 
and that they felt his Power, and ſaw his Glory.--- But what- 
ever the LokD was pleaſed, to ſhed down of . Influences of 
his SPIRIT upon that ſolemn Occaſion, comparatively ſpea- 
king, may be accounted but a Day of ſmall Things, in reſ- 
pect of what a gracious Gop, has been pleaſed to do among 
us fince---I muſt acknowledge, to the Praiſe. of our gracious 
Go, that an unuſual Power hath attended the Word preach- 
ed, every Sabbath-Day ſince ; few if any, Sabbaths having paſ- 
ſed but ſome have been awakened, and lay laſt Cord 
Day, which, I hope I may ſay, was a Day of the Son of Man 

in this Place : for, beſides the general Concern that was ſeen in 
this Congregation, about eighteen Perſons, which I came to 
know of that Night, were prick'd at the Heart, and deeply 
wounded with the Arrows of the ALMIGHTY, and I expect 
to hear of a great deal more of them---I have been very agre- 
ably entertained with the Viſits of diſtreſſed Souls crying out 
for CHRIST, and what ſhall we da to be ſaved ? And I may 


fay, That the Work of the Law has been ſevere, and out- 


wardly noticeable upon all that that I have converſed with; 
their Convictions have been deep, cutting, and abiding, not 
(as we have formerly ſeen) he 4 Morning Cloud and early 
Dew, that ſoon paſſeth away. And yet, I have not obſerved 
in any that I have ſpoke with, the leaſt tendency to Deſpair 3 
but giving fo far as I can judge, ſatisfying Evidences, of a 
kindly Work of theSP1KIT, and the Law acting the Part of 
a School-Maſter, leading them to CHrisT ; in whom, I 
hope a great many of them are ſafely landed and have had 
their Souls filled with Peace & Joy in believing ; and fome 
have received ſuch a Meaſure of the Joys of Heaven, that the 


narrow crazy Veſſel could hold no more. (To be continued.) 
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My. Robe's Narrative continued, 


HO” ſome old People have been awakened, yet this 
Work is mo/# noticeable among the younger Sort: And 
ſome very young (within t#velve Years of Age) have g 

been obſervably wrought upon, and the Fruits are very agre- 
able; amongſt others their Delight in Prayer, and their fre- 
quent meeting together for that End. And they who have 
noticed them, have informed me of their ſpeaking in Prayer, 
the wonderſul Things of Gop.—- As the Lok has been 
pleaſed obſervably to own us in the publick Ordinances, and 
to make us ſee his Goings in the Sanctuary; ſo, I think no 
leſs have we felt a down-pouring of his SPIRIT, upon theOc- 
caſion of our Evening-Exerciſes upon Sabbath Nights, For 
immediately after publick Worſhip is over, ſuch Crouds of 
People come to the Manſe, as fill the Houſe, and the Cloſs 
before the Doors; diſcovering a great thirſt after the Word, 
and ſuch an unuſual Concern in hearing it, that their mourn» 
ing Cries frequently drown my Voice, fo that I am obliged, 
frequently to ſtop, till they compoſe themſelves. And many 
on theſe Occaſions fall under deep and abiding Convictions : 
So that I'm taken up in dealing with them for ſome Hours 
after the Meeting is diſmiſs d. Many here give ſuch E iden- 
ces of a ſaving real Mert of the Sp1R1'T, that to call it into 
Dueſtion, would put old experienced Chriſtians to doubt of their 
own State, yea, to call in Queſtion the Experiences of the Saints 
recorded in Scripture. And yet there are here, as well as elie- 
where, who are contradicting and blaſpheming ; they areOb- 
jets of Pity, and ought to be prayed for. --- I give you this 
Account of the LoRD's Work in this Pariſh for your own 


private Satisfaction, and of thoſe with you who may join 
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with us, in Prayer and Praiſes, to our gracious Gop, who 
has done ſuch great Things for us.---- We are mindful of 
you and your Congregation, and of the Work of Gop in 
other Parts, not only in publick and in private, but in our 
praying Societies; ſeveral whereof have been of late erected 
in this Pariſh, and many People flocking to them. We ex- 
ped the like from you and your People. That the Loxp 
may carry on his Work with you and us, and other Parts of 
the Land; and that he may ſignally countenance that ſolemn 
Occaſion you have in View next Lord's Day is the earneſt 


Deſire and Prayer of Rev. and dear Brother 
| | Var affeftionate Brother and 
Muthil Sept. 28. Servant in our deareſt Lord, 
1742. William Hilly, 


I received, upon the 29th of O Joer, a Letter from the 
fame worthy Brother, giving a further Account of the Pro- 
greſs of the good Work at Muthil, and of ſeveral other Par- 
ticulars, the Knowledge whereof, I judge, will be agreable 
to many. It is as followeth, 

Rev. and dear Brother, © 

Your's of the 17th Inſtant, I received upon the 20th---- 
By which 1 was exceedingly refreſhed, with the Account of 
the Coatinuance, and Progreſs of the LoR D's Work in that 
Part of his Vineyard whereof you have the paſtoral Charge. 
---TheſeThings brought about with you here, and elſewhere, 
are the Doings of the Lok p, and wonderful in our Eyes: 
and conſidering, the almoſt univerſal deadneſs, degeneracy, 
deſpiſing of Goſpel Ordinances, lighting the Ambaſſadors of 
CHRIsT, and the many other crying Abominations in 
the Land ; this reviving, this ſurpriſing Viſit, may fill us 
with Wonder and Amazement, and make us ſay, I ben the 
Lord returned again the Captivity of our Zion, we were like 
Men that dream. But his Mays are not as our I/ayzs. Glory 
to him, he has ſeen our Mays, and is healing them.--- It gave 
me much Pleaſure, to hear Mr. Porteous, and ſome of my 
People, giving ſuch an Account of the Work of Gop with 
you, at your 4% Sacrament.---Such of my Fl;ck as attended 
that ſolemn Occaſton, I hope, have not loſt their travel --- 
About /even and twenty of them, all in a Company coming 
home, were, by a kind Providence overtaken upon the 
Road, by Mr. Parteovs, Mrs. Erſtine, and Mr. David 

| | Erſtine, 
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Erſteine, who by the Bleſſing of the Lard, were made emi- 
nently uſeful to them. For ſuch was the Diſtreſs of many 
of them, that in all Appearance they had lodged in that 
deſert Place alt Night, if the Lok p by means of theſe In- 
ſtruments, had not ſent them ſome Support and Relief; fo 
much did their Soul- Diſtreſs affect their Bodies, that they 
ſeemed not able to travel much further. --- I doubt not but 
it will give you likeSatisfaCtion,to be informed, that the ſame 
good Work upon Souls, is daily advancing and going on in 
this Pariſh, Every Sabbath- Day, ſince I wrote to you laſt, 
I may fay, to the Glory of free Grace, has been a Day of 
the Son of Man. The Arrows of the almighty King are 
till flying thick among us, and wounding the Hearts of his 
Enemies, and laying them down, groaning at the Feet of 
the Conqueror ; crying under a Senſe of Guilt, and the 
frightful Apprehenſions of Wrath, and thirſting after a Sa- 
viour. --- For many Months paſt, I have obſerved, a general 
and unuſual Concern upon the whole Congregation ; their 
cloſe Attendance upon Ordinances, tho* many of them be 
at a great Diſtance, their hungry- l ke Attention to the Word, 
the ſerious and concern'd like Airs appearing in their Faces. 
Many being fo deeply affected in hearing, that frequently a 
general Sound of IVeeping, thro” the whole Congregation uſes to 
riſe ſo high, that it much drowns my Voice: Their Carriage 
and ſpiritual Converſe in coming and going from publick 
Ordinances, and the many Prayers that are put up thro? this 
Pariſh --- Theſe good and promiſingAppearances, make me, 
thro” the Bleſſing of Gop upon his Ordinances, to expect 
yet greater Things than thoſe I have already ſeen. --- I told 
you in my laſt, what Multitudes of People attended our 
Evening-Exerciſe upon Sabbath-Nights. But now, tho? the 
Day be ſhort, I'm oblig'd to go to the Kirk with them, 
where almoſt the whole Congregation (which is very great) 
wait and attend. Many of them not regarding the Difficul- 
ty of travelling through a long dark Moor, under Night : 
And a good Number after they have heard a LeQure and 
two Sermons and the Evening-Exerciſe, ſtay and retire to 
the School- Houſe, and there ſpend ſome Hours in Prayer : 
and the LoRx H has ſignally owned them, not only to their 
own mutualEdification, but to the Conviction of By-ſtanders, 
2nd ſuch as have heard them without the Walls of theHouſe-- 
Our praying Societies are in a moſt flouriſhing Condition, and 
| Rr 2 ſtill 
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ſtill more Members flocking to them: thelr Meetings are 
frequent, and the Loo is obſervably preſent with them 
The Meetings for Prayer amongſt the young Boys and Girls, 
give me great Satisfaction, one whereof began ſoon after 
the Sacrament, and is now increaſed to about the Number 
of twenty. Till of late they met in the Town But ſeveral 
of them falling under ſuch a deep Concern, that I was ſent 
for to ſpeak with them, where I found ſome of them all in 
Tears; Since that Time (that I may have them near me) 
I give them a Room in the Manſe, where they meet every 
Night. And O how pleaſant is it to hear the poor young 
Lambs addieſfing themſelves to Gor in Prayer. O with 
what Fervour, with what proper Expreſſions, do I hear them 
pouring out their Souls to a Prayer-hearing Gop; ſo that 
ſtanding at the back of the Door, I am often melted into 
Tears to hear them. We have another praying Society of 
young Ones, lately erected in another Corner of the Pariſh, 
where one Mr. Robert/on teaches one of the Chatity Schools-+ 
The young Ones of late, deſired his Allowance to meet in 
the Sch. Houſe for Prayer; which be very readily went in 
to (for its his great Pleaſure to promote and encourage Re- 
ligion both in Young and Old) and there about 7wenty of them 
meet wice every Heh, tho* they have a good Way (many of 
them) to travel in the Night-time.--- I may ſay in general, 
that ſuch a praying Diſpoſition as appears among this Peo- 
ple, both young and old, was never ſeen nor heard of before; 
which gives me Ground to expect more of divine Influences, 
to come down amongſt us; for where the LoRD prepares 
the Heart, he cauſes his Ear to hear --- As to the Pariſh of 
MApERv, which you deſire to be inſorm'd about; ſoon after 
the Sacrament at Fes, a neighbouring Pariſh, ſome few 
Bys met in the Fielas for Prayer; and when obſerved were 
brought to an Heuſe; to whom, many others, both young 
and 61d reſorted fince, and are now according to my Infor- 
mation, in a very flouriſhing Condition. Tins Profbytery 
is reſolved to divide themſelves into &ccreties for Prayer, for 
the Prrgreſ3 of this bleſſed lor. and to have frequent 
Meetings for this End. What Perth Pref9xtery bath done, 
I have no certain Account, only, T heard what you ſeem to 
have been informed about. -I will accept of it, as a great 
Favour, to be allowed a f equent Correſpondence with you 3 
that we may be mutually informed what the Lok D is doing 

among 
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among us, and thereby be excited to more Diligence, in 
Prayer and Praiſes.---I'm afraid that my laſt Letter to you 
wants that politenefs and ex actneſs, that's proper for a pub- 
lick View; but if the publiſhing of it may contribute any 
Thing to the ſpreading of the REDEEMER's Praiſes, I allow 
you to make ita Part of your Narrative, tho? the doing of 
it may leave ſome Reflection upon me---I hope tho* other- 
wiſe unacquainted, we ſhall daily meet at the Throne of 
Grace in Prayer. That this little Cloud, that at firſt appear- 
ed but like a Man's Hand in the l eſt of Scotland, may ſpread 
over the whole Land, and ſend down a plentiful Rain to 
water the whole of the Loxp's Inheritance among us. 
That the Pleaſure of the LoxD may, more and more proſ- 
per in your Hand, is the earneſt Prayer of 

Your moſt affettionate Brother and 

| Servant in our deareſt Lord 

| William Haly. 


Here follow ATTESTAT1ons given to this Work, by 
ſomeBrethren,who having been for ſomeTime here, 
ſat Kil/yth] were Witneſſes to it, and had much 
Opportunity to converſe with ſeveral of every Sort 
who were the Subjects of it. 

No. I. From the Rev. Mr. RogERT SpEARS Miniſter 


of the Goſpel at LinLiTaGow, to the Rev. Mr. 
James Ros. | | 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

Ince my return from your la/t Sacrament at Kilſyth, and 
that in your neighbouring Pariſh of Cumbernauld, I cannot 
but ſay, that the RefleCtion on theſe delightful Seaſons of 
Communion with Gop, gives me a peculiar Joy and Satis- 
faction, and affords Matter of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to. 
his holy Name. 

That the ſo much talk'd of extraordinary Concern about 
Religion in your Pariſh, and in many other Places, is neither 
the Effect of Machaniſm nor Deluſion, but of the gracious 
Operation of the Holy SpiRIT in convincing and con- 
verting Sinners to himſelf, has I think been proved. A ſuffi- 
cient Evidence hereof has been laid before the World in your 
Preface and Narratives, the atteſted Narratives of the like 
gracious Work at Cambiſſang, and Mr. 1/:h/ter's Letter 12 
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his Friend on the SubjeQ--- I have feen alſo Mr. Hah's Let- 
ters, giving Account of the merciful Viſit that Gop has 
made to his Pariſh, 

That there is not only a great viſible outward Reforma- 
tion of the Manners of your People ; but a real happy 
Change, on the Temper of their Hearts, and their whole 
Converſation ; and that Multitudes of once wickedSinners,are 
now minding the ene Thing needful, & are taught by the Grace 
of Gop to live ſoberly righteouſly & godly in this preſent World, 

An Evidence of all this is contain'd in the above mention- 
ed Papers, and the concurring Te/{imony of many other worthy 
Miniſters and Chriſtians ; ſuch as is not to be born down by 
theMockeries of the Prophane, nor the ſpightfullnvectives of 
angry and prejudic'd Men----To diſbelieve and rigicule ſuch an 
Evidence, is highly unreaſonable ; nay, 1 think exceeding dan- 
gerous, as tending to weaken human Teſtimony and moral Evi- 
dence, if not to baniſh it from among/t us. 

I do not therefore propoſe to enlarge on the Proofs of the 
extraordinary Diſpenſations of Gop's Grace in ſo many 
Places of this Church.—-That I take to be needleſs, eſpe- 
cially from ſo obſcure and inconſiderable a Hand as mine. 
But as many for whom I am bound to have a tender Regard, 
have been deſirous to know my Apprehenſions concerning 
theſe ſpiritual Exerciſes in your Pariſh, and others around 

ou.--- I readily embrace this Opportunity to declare, That 
upon Trial and diligent Obſervation for ſeveral Days in Cum- 
bernauld and your Pariſh, I found the g2od Report concerning 
theſeP eople to be „tri ly literally true, only that the one Half 
had not been told, and that the Reality exceeded all Deſcription. 

Oh! the Serzouſne/7 and Reverence, the ſeeming Devotion, 
and Engagedneſi in the great Work they meet about, that 
appears in every Face in your publick Aiſemblies for divine 
Worſhip.--- It ſtruck me at firſt Sight, it is obvious to all: 
It cannot miſs to be helpful and quickning to the Miniſters 
that are to bring the Meſſage of Gop to them.--- Some few 
Perſons in the Audience, I obſerved crying out and fainting in 
the Congregation, when they heard the Word of Gop; 
and as often *twas the Mercies as the Terrors of the Goſ- 
pel, at which they were moved. I know a great — 
Objections have been made againſt the Goodneſs of the Wor 
on this Account. But beſides that there are a far greater 
Number of ſerious Souls againſt whom there's 25 ſuch Ohr 

| : jeaiun 


In KILsyY Tn. f 319 


jefAion.--- It is plain that thoſe others cannot help it. They 
have ſuch awful Views of eternal Things, particularly of 
the tremendous Evil of their Sins, and the Danger of an un- 
converted State, that it is like to overwhelm them. --- Nor 
nced this ſeem ſtrange to ſuch as duly conſider what is ſaid of 
4 wounded Spirit, and the Caſe of thoſe Penitents, Act. 2.37. 
who when they heard the Charge brought againſt them of 
being the Murtherers of CHRIST, were prict'd at the Heart, 
and ſaid to the Apoſtles, I bat ſhall we do. And I think to 
hear a whole Multitude of three Thouſand ſaying this toge- 
ther, would amount to a pretty loud Cry --- This is generally 
underſtood to be an Accompliſhment of the Prophecy, Zech. 
12. 10. That they ſhould look on him whom they had pierced 
and mourn, as for a firſt-born. And like, the mourning of Ha- 
dadrimmen in the Valley of Aegiddon. Which was certainly 
accompanied with moſt bitter Lamentation--- thro? the whole 
Land. And as for the other Sorrow to which the Grief of 
theſe Penitents is compared, to wit, That for a Fir/t-born ; 
All know it is ſo deep and ſo unfeigned, that Parents of the 
greateſt Courage & Reſolution have been made to cry out of it 
10 bitterly---"There is anInitance of ſuch crying for theDeath 
of aFirſt-born, Exod. 1 I. 6. as never had a Parallel before, nor 
will the like be heard till the ſounding of the laſt Trumpet. It 
hath been ſaid, That this cannot but create a Diſturbance tothe 
Worſhip of Gop; I think it produces a contrary Effect. 
It is a Mean of engaging the Attention and Concern of their 
J'ellow-worſhippers; and alſo of exciting a Reverence, Ten- 
derneſs, and ſuch a defirable Livelineſs of Affections in the 
Miniſters as is rather a Help than a Hinderance to them in 
their ſacred Miniſtrations. So found it to be I can fay for 
my ſelf. But there's no End of Objections ; the moſt mate- 
rial have all been anſwered by you, Mr. /Zfter and others 
who have wrote on the Subject. Theſe /ceventeen Hundred 
Tears there has been a cavilling Humour againſt every fac and 
every Do3irine of Religion; and tho? we are far from putting 
theſe Appearances of GoD in this Church on a Level with 
the Truth of Chriſtianity it ſelf, yet we may learn from the 
Bitterneſs with which this good Work has been oppoſed, not 
to wonder that a cavilling Humour ſhould ſtill prevail. 

But Sir, you know, I had particular Acceſs to converſe with 
Numbers of thoſePerſons, who have been awakened to a Senſs 
of Religion, and particularly when you was private'y exa- 
mining, 
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mining, and admitting the Communicants. This gave me 
a ſpecial Opportunity, to learn ſome uſeful Leſſons from your 
great Tenderneſs, and Painfulneſs in that Matter. And alſo, 
of receiving full Satisfaction from the People themſelves, as 
to the Nature of that good Work, that was carrying on in 
their Souls. And now, I can ſay, That ſo far as I am ca- 
pable to judge from the Word of Gop, their ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſes were agreeable to the Scripture Doctrine concerning 
the Method of a Sinner's (I mean an adult Perſon's) Con- 
verſion and Regeneration. | . 3 

In general, their Conviclions anſwer the Deſcriptions of 
the ſick and ſenſible Sinners, whom CHRIS came to call to 
Repentance, the weary and heavy laden whom he invites to come 
unto him for Reſt to their Souls. 
Indeed we know, there are various Meaſures and Degrees 
of Coanvict ion in the Children of Gop : ſome may have been 
early, and habitually holy Perſons, and watchful againſt Sin, 
and who never had nor needed to have the Experience of 
ſuch deep Convictions and Awakenings as are needful in the 
bringing of many others from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto Gor. Even in theſe too, who are 
thus converted in their advanced Years, there is an obſer- 
vable Variety in the holy Scriptures. Such I obſerved in thoſe 
happy Perſons I converſed with. It is too deep for us to 
pretend to aſcertain the Proportions, or give the Reaſons of 
God's Dealings in this Manner. He giveth no Account of 
his Matters. But without pretending to be wiſe above what 
is written; from the Converſation I had for ſeveral Days with 
theſe Perſons, comparing their Caſes with the Mord of Gon; 
I may venture to obſerve, That Convict ions may be proportioned 
as to the Meaſure and Continuance of them, in ſome, to 
the greatneſs of their Sins, and the wickedneſs of their for- 
mer Lives ; in others, to their Degrees of Knowledge about 
the Scheme of Salvation, and the Way of Relief by Faith 
in CHRIST JESUS ; in others (which may be the laſt for 
aught we know in yeurger Perſons or leſs enormouſly Wicked) 
Convictions may be proportioned to ſome ſpecial Trials or 
Conflicts, or ſome other greatPurpoſes thatGop deſigns them 
for in the Chriſtian Life. As we may argue, at leaſt by Ana- 
l:gy from theCaſe of theApoſtlePaul,concerning whom it has 
been remarked, that Gop laid his Foundation as low as the 
Gates of Hell, that he might raiſe a Superſtructure to the 
third Heavens, | (To be continued.) 
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Mr. Robe's Narrative continued. 


ET without pretending further to account for this 
Variety; The Fa# is certain that theſe Convictions 
however diverſified, have in many now happily iſſued 

in true Repentance towards Gop, and Faith towards our 

Lox D JesUus CHRIST. And now they have many of them 

attained toReſt andConſolation to their wounded and afflicted 

Souls. And the Method of attaining to this is every way 

agreeable to the Account that is given hereof in the holy 

Scriptures ; to wit, By the humbled and convinc'd Sinner's 

receiving CHRIST in all hisOffices and reſting on him alone 

for Salvation. | 

And the Evidences they were able to give of this, are the 
moſt ſatisfying ; to wit, an unfeigned godly Sorrow for their 
Sins, as Ingratitude and diſhonourable to Gop, piercing to 
the dear Sox, and grieving to the Hol v SPIRIT. That 
now they felt an ardent Love to CHRIST in their Souls, a 
Delight in him, as KING to ſubdue their Enmity and Cor- 
ruption, and reign over them, as well as a High Priz/t to free 
them from Wrath and Condemnation. , Now Sin was their 
Averſion and Horror; and to be holy and ſerve Gop their 
Delight and Endeavour, thro? the Aſſiſtance of his Hof x 
SPIRIT. Now, they had the Experience of Love to their 
Neighbours, to all Men. And many of them ſpoke of a 
Willingneſs, if Duty call'd to it, to lay down their Lives for 
Cunts, and to promote the Good of their Brethren, 

And how edifying and inſtructing at the ſame Time was it, 
to obſerve the Humility and Reverence, the Teachableneſs and 
Defire of Inſtruction with which theſe People ſpoke, on all 
Occaſions. Sometimes 72 in Tears when they thought 
| 9 | on 
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on what once they were, and were telling what now Goß 
had done for their Souls. How raviſhing and delightful to 
hear ſome of theſe happy Perſons ſpeak forth the Praiſes of 
redeemitig Love, and the dffinguiſhing Mercy of Gop to 
them. Their Tongues like the Pen of a ready Writer, when 
they ſpoke concerning the KI Nx G. Speaking in an elevated and 
exalted Strain their Admiration and Gratitude : the Senſe of 
divine Love filling them with ſuch Joy un/peakable and full of 
Glory, as we ſaw, was like to overpower and overwhelm 
their frail Natures ; making them expreſs a Deſire to depart, 
if it was the Will of Gon, and join the Company of the Re- 
deemed in finging Salvation to Gop and the LAM after the 
Manner of Heaven. | 

Surely Gop was in yonder Place, and it ſeemed to be no 
other than the r_ of God, and the Gate F Heaven: Many 
I doubt not can ſay fo from their ſweet Experience. How 
greatly are you Sir and your Brethreri around you, indebted 
to the free Grace of Gop, that has made you the happy In- 
ſtruments of ſuch a bleſſed Change. Oh let us ſtill have 
your Prayers that theſe divine Influences may reach us, and 
all the Corners of the Land. I ſhall only add, That ſurely 
Mackers and Gainſayers of this Work are to be pitied. What 
mournful Conſideration is it, that ſo many of our ſeceeding 
rethren (good Men it is to be hoped in theMain) ſhould yet 
be found joining the Company of the Profane, in reproach- 
ing theſe Goings of our God in his Sanctuary. May the Lord 
in Mercy open their Eyes, and ſhew them their Miſtakes | 
and lay a Reſtraint on their Tongues, which ſome of them 
have opened in ſo daring a Manner. May the LoR D endow 
them with His SPIRIT, and particularly with theſe his 
Fruits in eee Humility and Love, that ſhine fo 
bright in the Perſons they have ſo oddly miſrepreſented. This 
would be a happy Mean yet of healing the Breach, wide as it 
is, and uniting us together in the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
This is eaſy for Gop. Has he not done greater Things than 
theſe even among you? Let us not give over praying fot 
ſuch a deſirable Event. Eſpecially let us continue to pray to 
Gop, and give him nd reſt till he eflabliſh and make Jeruſalem 
a Praiſe in the whole Earth. 1 am | 

Your affeTionate Brother, and 
Servant in the Lord. 

Liulithgew, Nov. 5th, 1743- Robert Spears. 
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No. II. From the Rev. Mr. Jamrs OciLvik, one of 
tbe Miniſters at AzzRDEEN, 4 Mr. James Robe. 


Rev. and very dear Sir, 
Ccording to my Promiſe at parting, this ſerves to acquaint 
you, that in i reach'd this Place in 
Safety; but much ſooner than I expected to have done, when 
L left it, which you know was owing to my Rev. Brother 
Mr. Blair's Indiſpoſition, which made it neceſſary for him 
and me alſo on his Account to get home as ſoon as poſſible. 
Not only my own Inclination, but ſome things alſo in Pro- 
vidence in this City, and the Deſires of many of the Inhabi- 
tants here obliged me to undertake a Journey to your Country 
at no very agreable Time of the Year. I went that I might 
witneſs for myſelf, as the Lok D ſhould give me Accels, and 
declare to others what he is now carrying on among your 
People, and in other Congregations in your Neighbourhood. 
While I was with you, I had the Pleaſure not only of the 
moſt particular Accounts from yourſelf of this great Work, 
but ſpoke alſo with a good many of your People. Some of 
them, I muſt own, gave ſuch pleaſant Accounts both of 
their Diſtreſſes, and Deliverance from them, as fully ſatisfied 
me, and I believe would do fo to any elſe, that the Loxy 
has done great Things for t hem 2wheresf they were glad, and had 
juſt Cauſe to be fo. Their Accounts they gave with ſo 
much Thankfulneſs and Humility, as left no Room with me 
to queſtion their Sincerity. They ſeem'd to be walking in 
the Joy 4 the Lok D, and in the Comforts of theHoLyGHosT, 
giving all the Glory to his great Name, & free Grace, to whom 
alone it was due; an] (to uſe the Words of one of them as 
near as I can) their only Ground of Doubt was, I they could 
believe, that the high and lofty One would ſtaop fo low as to re- 
gard Perſons of fo worthleſs and fo vile as they fill ſaw them- 
ſelves to be. Others of them are ſtill in Diſtreſs, and refuſed 
to be comforted, ſo far from ſuatching at theſe too ſoon. It 
fave me a particular Satisfaction, to obſerve that neither you 
nor they laid any Manner of Streſs on thoſe Impreſſions which 
their inward Joys or Griefs had made on their Bodies : You 
both agreed(and I think moſt juſtly) in aſcribing theſe to their 
bodily Conſtitutions ; in which you effectually put to Silence 
thoſe who would reproach this great Work, with being of 2 
Kin to what ſome Year; ago appzared with thoſe called Ca- 
| 8 2 ” mizars. 
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mizars. Every one knows the uſual Effects of Grief or 7%, 
on the Bodies of thoſe who have theſe in any uncommon De- 
gree. I am myſelf, ſince I left you, as well as before, in- 
formed of a good many Inſtances this Way; which would 
do much were they known, to prevent a good many of thoſe 
Reproaches which are thrown on this great Work becauſe of 
theſe. But then, I doubt not in the leaſt, but Satan will 
be ready enough to catch all Opportunities from theſe ; and 
therefore ſhall not queſtion but you will be on your Watch 
both to guard againſt and detect Impoſtures, as well as to be 
careful to encourage thoſe who are truly by Grace reached 
and awakened.---- Where theſe bodily Diſtreſſes do not pro- 
ceed from a juſt Senſe of Sin, and its awful Conſequences, 
and Gop-diſhonouring Nature, or from juſt and ſcriptural 
Diſcoveries of the great REDEEMER in his Fulneſs and 
Glory ; I would be apt to ſuſpect them myſelf, and to do 
what I could to diſcourage them with the People, and fo J 


am perſuaded will you. If any Thing unuſual ſhould happen 
to Perſons in theſe bodily Diſtreſſes; (which I hope will in 


Mercy be prevented) that can be no Objection, to any who 
think juilly, againſt what may be really the Lok 's Work 
with others. Satan's Intereſt has in your Country J hope b 
Crace got a great Stroke, and pure and undefiled Religion 
is advancing ; and no Doubt the Malice of that Deceiver, 
who is {kilful to deſtroy, will be at Work, and Miniſters 
cannot be enough on their Guard; and as you are not igno- 
rant of his Devices, ſo I doubt not but your Guard againſt, 
and Care to detect them will be accordingly. 

I hall be fond to know, in Return to this, how Matters go 
with you, and in your Neighbourhood, and to hear of ourRE-» 
DEEMER's growing Victories. I return my hearty Thanks 
to yourſelf and Mrs, Robe, for your Kindneſs while I ſtayed at 
yourHouſe ; and aſſure you, that with my beſt Wiſhes to you, 
and all that's yours, I fincercly am with great Eſteem, 

Your moſt affectionate, 
| and obliged ; rother 

Aberdeen, and Servant in 

Octob. 29th, 1742. our dear Lord 
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No. III. From Mr. Jams Younc Preacher of the 

Goſpel ; who hath been here and in other Pariſhes of the 

Neighbourhood, ſince the Beginning of this Work,and 

was greatly helpful in carrying it on,both by preaching 

and converſing with theDiſtreſs'd : Directed to the Rev. 

Mr. James Robe Miniſter of the Goſpel at Kilſyth. 

Reverend Sir, 

1 Anſwer to your Demand, I ſend you an Account of my 

plainSentiments upon the//2r# that has appear'd in Kil/yth 
2nd the Bounds around for ſome Months paſt ; which, after. 
many Trials and Converſes, I have had with thoſe awakened 
Perſons, I can't but conſider as a great and glorious Appear- 
ance of Gop in his Sanctuary, and look on thoſe Places as a 
Field which the Lokp has bleſſed, and plentifully rain'd down 
divine Influences upon : Which charitable Judgment I have 
form'd upon many Inſtances, ſome of which I ſhall run over, 
ſo far as I can recolle& them at the Time. 

The mot Part of thoſe Perfons have appear'd in great Diſ- 
treſs and Agony of Soul, under aSenſe of theirSins, and Fears 
of the Wrath to come. And while they have been deeply 
ſtruck with the Malignity and Demerit, Numbers and Ag- 
gravations of their actual Sins, as abominable to Gop, and 
deſerving his endleſs Indignation ; They have been led deep 
into a View of their original Guilt and Pollution ; and abas'd 
themſelves and repented in Duſt and Aſhes, when they have 
hok'd te the Rock whence they were hewn, and to the Hole of the 
Pit, whence they were dig'd : But eſpeciallyUnbelief inCyrIsT 
and neglet ing the great Salvation, have been the Chief of all 
their dins, as cruciſying the LoRD of Glory afreſh, and putting 
him to an open Shame. And great have their Sorrows and 
melting their Complaints been upon this Account, Jookin 
to him whom they have pierced and mourning. To them under 
ſuch Exerciſes CHRIST JEsUs has ſeem'd as the Chief among 
ten Thouſand, and altogether lovely ; and the compleat Salvation 
thro? his atoning Blood and Righteouſneſs, and by his ſancti- 
iving Spirit as the one Thing needſul, and all the Defire of their 
Souls --- To ſave not only from Hell and /Frath, but alſo from 
Sin; to purify their defil'd Natures, and juſtify their guilty 
Souls ; to form them after the Image of Gon, as well as to 
advance them to the Priviledges ot his Children; and to 
make them pure and holy in all Manner of Converſation, and 
meet for the heavenly Inheritance, as well as to raiſe them to 
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this bleſs'd Hope, and receive them at laſt into eternal Life, 
And how anxious have their Concerns been, and panting their 
oupplications----** LoR D I believe, help mine Unbelicf -- I am 
* ftout hearted and far from Righteouſneſs, cauſe me to incline 
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e mine Ear, give me an Heart to come unto thee, that ] 


«© nmay have Life, --- and nate us a willing Perple, in the Day 
«© of thy Power. | 

me have been very Ignorant under the firſt Awakenings 
and afterwards thro* the Bleſſing of Gop have made a good 
Proficiency in the Knowledge of CuRIST, and the Myſteries 
of his Goſpel : Such have been evidently taught of Gop, and 
inſtructed by the GREAT AposTLE and HiGn PRIEST, who 


has Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and them that have gone out of 


the Way. | 

Others thro' the piercing Impreſſions of their Sins, and 
ſhocking Terrors of the divine Wrath fet in array againſt 
them, and diſturbing their Minds and diſordering theirBodies, 
could not at firſt, but afterwards have given very rational and 
diſtinct Accounts of the Grounds and Methods of their A wak- 
enings, ſuch as diſtinguiſh them from being the Reſult of 
Mechaniſm or diabolical Influence; who ſince have been ſet- 
tled in the Faith of Jesvus, and arriv'd at ſtrong Conſolation, 
Nay, ſome that cou'd not read, nor had been taught to read, 
being now in old Age; that upon the l Convid ions, have 
applied to the Means of Inſtruction, and with remarkable 
Succeſs do grow in the Knowledge of CHRIST, as they have 
come to the Faith of him. | 

I have ſeen ſome filPd with all Foy and Peace in believing, 
and abnunding in Hope thro” the Power of the HoLVY GHOST; 
and when /d a Reaſon of the Hope this is within them, have 
been able to g.ve it with Meekneſs and Fear, upon diſtin 
ſcripture Characters. And rejoycing in CHRIsT JESUS, 
They have no Confrdence in the Fla; and rejoyce with Fear 
andTrembling, remembring that they are yet in the Body,diſturd'd 
with indwelling Sin, and expos'd to manifold Temptations. 
To ſuch the Afortification as well as the Pardon of Sin; and 
Brightening of the divine Image, as well as the uplifting of 
the divine Favour upon the Souls; and Halineſs and oy in 
the HoLy GHrosT, are the equally ſure Springs of their aſ- 
ſured Peace, and ſtrong Conſolation. With ſome of ſuch 
I have ſpoke at other Times, who after ſuch bleſſed Attain- 
ments, have ſunk into ſpiritual Diſpondencies, thro* the 
| N ö Hidings 
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Hidings of the divine Favour, and the freſh Impreſſions of 
theirGuilt : And while they have been ready to acknowledge 
the Juſtice of the Diſpenſation, & confeſs & lament their own 
Sins as the provoking Cauſes 6f it; have ſung both of Mercy 
and Judgment, and come to this good Aſſurance of Faith in 
God their Saviour, to truſt in him tho*he ſhould lay them, to 
truſt in the Name of the Lok p and ſtay themſelves on their Gon, 
from whom cotnes all their Eæpectation, and in whom all their 
Salvation lies. 274 ; 

I have ſeen ſome young Ones under deep and ſharp Convic- 
tions of their finful and guilty State, which they have expreſs'd 
in very feeling and melting Language : and while they have 
been early ſeeking Viſdam and her Ways, have found her and 
felt them to the Plea ſantneſt and Peace The Love of their 
Eſpouſals has been richly recompens'd with theConſoiations of 
Gon, which are net ſmall : and having firft ſought the King- 
dom of Gop, have felt it in their ſweetExperience to be Rigb- 
teouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in the wm, GHrosT : Out of 
the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings Gop has perfected Praiſe to 
himſelf, to till the Enemy and the Avenger: 

But not to enlarze on more Inſtances, I ſhall only men- 
tion this, which I have all along obſerved to the Honour of 
this Work: While ſome have been awakened by reading 
the Seriptures or ſome devotional Books; others by private 
converſing with another; others by a particular Recolletti- 
on of Part of a Sermon heard, ſome Time after ; others by 
being preſent at ſome chriſtian Fellowſhips for Prayer; and 
many have had a great and ſerious Concern hanging on their 
Minds for ſome Time, before it has unavoidebly broke forth 
into ſome publick Profeſſion : Yet in the Preaching of the 
Goſpel;the Arrows of Convid ion — deep and ſharp in 
the Hearts of the moſt Part of them: And if Awakenings 
have not firſt been produced by this Means, at leaft they have 
been encreaſed, and carried on unto a ſound Conver/ion to 
Gop, and the Faith of CHRIST: This being the Power of 
Goh to every one that believes. 

Sir, I am glad to underſtand from ſeveral good Hands, 
that the ooducſs of their Lives, juftifies the Truth of their 
Profeſſions : That k eſides their punctual Attendance on. and 
ſcrious Application to the publickInftitutions of divine Wor- 
ſhip, and their frequent and ſtated Obſervance of chriſtian 
Feilowthips, as they have Opportunity; they likewiſe hai e 
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a fpecial Care of the Duties of ſecret Devotion, and habitu- 
ally ſtudy to have a Conſcience void of Offence, both towards 
Gop and Man; and denying all Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, 

liue ee ee godly in this preſent World ; making 

. Conſcience of obſerving their ſtational and relative Duties; 
and atfnding to both Tables of the divine Law. I pray 
they may ſtill adorn the Doctrine of Gop their Saviour in all 
Things,and have a Conver ſation becoming theGoſpel of CHRISTH; 
being filPd with all the Fruits of the Spix ir, which are in all 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth; and being ſtedſaſt, and un- 
moveable, and always abounding therein to the End of their 
Lives; to give a more ſenſible and ftriking Teſtimony to the 
Word of his Grace; convincing an infidel and thoughtleſs 
Generation, that there is a HoLy GHosT attending this 

Goſpel, whence it is heard as the Voice f God, and not of 
Man, and becomes the Power and Wiſdom of Gron to the Sal. 
vation of thoſe that believe; and ſilencing the Clamours of o- 
thers, who raſhly ſpeak Evil 1 the right Ways of the Lok, 
and difown the ſtately Steps of his Majeſty in the SanQuaries 
of our Zion. May the Lox» grant you many more Seals of 
your Miniſtry ; that many may be your Crowns of Joy and Re- 

Joycing in the Day of his Coming; and ſpread this Cloud of 
the divine Influences far and wide, ſo that from the utmoſt 
Ends of the Earth, Songs of Praiſe may be heard, even Glory 


to the Righteous. I am ; 
Rev. Sir, 
Falkirk, Octob. Your moft humble Servant 
1. 1742. James YouNG. 
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Mr. Robe's Narrative continued. | 
ATTESTATION No. IV. From the Rev. Mr. Davio 
Bair, Miniſter of theGoſpel at Breichen, to theRev. 
Mr. Robe. | 


Rev. and dear Sir, 

HE Accounts of the extraordinary Worꝶ in your Con- 
gregation and Neighbourhood, having reach'd, even 
unto us ; I determined with myſelf, to have all the 
Satisfaction about an Event ſo uncommon, that the Nature 
and Circumftances of the Thing could poſſibly admit of; 
and therefore, in Oflober laſt, undertook a Journey your 
Length. What I ſaw, and heard, and found, upon the beſt 
Inquiry I was able to make, during my Stay with you, I ſhall 
now relate honeſtly, and without any Thing of Party-Zeal ; 
which I am afraid too much influences the Sentiments and 
Conduct of many at this Day, to the great Prejudice of the 

common Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 

As you was pleaſed to invite the Rev. Mr. Ogilvie, and 
me, to preach both on the Lord's Day and Monday there- 
after; I could obſerve many hearing the Word, with ſuch 
Attention, Tenderneſs, and ſo much of a melting Frame, as 
[ had never ſeen with ſuch Numbers, and ſcarce with any, 
in all my Life. Some on the Sabbath- Evening, when you 
was concluding the Work of the Day, with an Addreſs to 
the Audience, I heard utter the mo/# bitter Cries ; and ſuch 
as, I own, fill'd me with ſomething of a Horror andSurprize, 
and ſeem'd to beſpeak a great Deal of Bitterneſs andRemorſe 
in the Minds of thoſe from whom they came. The ſame 
Evening I ſaw many under bodily Convulſions, but with 


theſe I ſaw more affected " and particularly a Child about fix 
2 or 


330 | Atteſtations to the Work of GOD 
or ſeven Years of” Age, on the Monday, which did not a little 


raiſe my Wonder. 

On Monday, after Sermons, I had a particular Converſation 
with a good many of thoſe, who had been ſome Way or other 
affected under the Miniſtry of the Word. Some of theſe 
I found under ſharp Canvi#:ons of Sin, and of divine Wrath 
due to them upon the Account of it, and ſeem'd to walk in 
Darkneſs, and ſee no Light; moſt of theſe could tell me, 
what was the Word that firſt reached them, & awakned their 
guilty Fears; and that an Intere/? in JesUs CHRIST, as it 
was the only Thing that could bring them to ſolid Peace, fo 
it was the Thing of all others they moſt deſired. In your 
Houſe, and at the ſame Time, I talked with others, who had 
got an Outgate from their Diſtreſs: And indeed the Ac- 
count they gave of themſelves to me, was moſt ſatisfying, 
They could tell the Text of Scripture firſt prov'd the Mean 
of their Awakening, the J/ords of Promiſe ſupported and kept 
them from finking into Deſpondency in the Time of their 
Trouble, that gave them ſome good Hope through Grace, 
and encouraged them to look to an exalted PRINCE and 
SAVIOUR for Relief. They could tell the Time and the 
Duty wherein they thought they were helped actually to cloſe 
with JE sus, found their Fears diſpell'd, and the Comforts 
of the HoL.y GHrosT flowing in upon their Minds. This 
laſt Sort appeared to me to be very humble and ſelf-denied ; 
jealous over themſelves, leaſt they ſhould fall away, and 
make Shipwreck of Faith, and a good Conſcience, and be- 
come a Diſgrace to their Profeflion. "They ſpoke of the 
Grace of God, and of the Love of CHRIST, with ſuch 
Marks of Wonder and Admiration, of Love and Aﬀection ; 
as ſeem'd to me moſt uncommon, and did expreſs a moſt 
heavenly and ſpiritual Frame of Soul. They ſeem'd moſt 
ardently to wiſh the Advancement of CHRISHT's Kingdom 
and Intereſt in the World, and that all Men might partake 
of his Grace, to the ſaving of their Souls. They profels'd 
themſelves the fincere Lovers of all who, in Truth, love the 
Lox p Jesus, even ſuch of them as might differ from them 
in ſome leſſer Points, and ſeem'd to queſtion the Reality of 
the Lok 0's Dealings with them. 

Befides the Satisfaction I had from this Interview with the 
People themſelues, the Account I had of the Lok pD's Deal- 


ings wich them from your written Fournal, and which you 


took 
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took from their own Mouths, puts it beyond all Doubt with 
me, that Gop indeed was among you. From this I ſaw 
that the Converfrons. which obtain with you, are far from 
being ſudden I ranfitions from Horror and Fear, to immediate 
Serenity and Joy; that they are, on the contrary, a Work 
carried on d:/tinfly and by Degrees, the SPIRIT now con- 
vincing them of the Evil of one Sin, and afterwards of ano- 
ther; now diſcovering to them ſome of CHR1sT's Media- 
tory Excellencies, and by and by others of them,about which 
formerly they either knew little, or were little affected with 
what Knowledge of them they had, and after ſeveral interme- 
diate Acts determining their Cloſure with a SAVIOUR. 
Upon the whole my Judgment of the Work, is, That it 
is of GoD : and as this is my Sentiment, I cannot but wiſh 
it to proſper in yourHands,and that from you it may ſpread, 
till it has reached to every Congregation in the Land, even 
to theſe who now regard it no otherwiſe than Deluſion ; 3 
that they alſo may ſee the Salvation of our Gop, and may 
join with us inBlefling the Lon p, who begins to viſit a guilty 
Land, and to heal its Backſlidings, unleſs we, like the foolith 
Gadarenes, lay an Impediment in the Way, by diſregarding 
the Work of his Hands, and imputing it to a diabolical In- 


fluence, I am with much Regard, R. & D. Sir, 
Your affe4ionate Brother, 
Brechin, December and maſt hunible Servant, 
I5th, 1742. | Dav. BLAIR, 


No. V. From theRev. Mr.,McL avs one of the Miniſters 
of Glaſgow, being Part of aLetter from him to a Cor- 
reſpondent at 4 Diſtance, and offered to be inſerted 
here. 


Rev. and dear Brother, 

1 Now ſend you the Continuation of the Kilhth Narrative; 
and — 1 it will not be diſagreeable to you, that I write 

to you at the ſame Time ſome Remarks I have had Occaſion 
to make on that good Work; being the ſame which I in- 
tend to offer, ſuch as they are, as my Atteſtation to it; judg- 
ing myſelf under Obligations to contribute my Endeavours 
to do Juſtice to it, from the Opportunities I have had of a 
more particular Knowledge of it ; not only by Correſpond- 
ence with the Mriter of the Narrative, andConferences with 
E. him 
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him and neighbouring Minifters, of whoſe Congregations, as 
favour'd with the like gook Work, he gives ſome Account; 
but alſo by intimate Converſation with ſeveral of the Subject 
of that Work themſelves about their religious Impreſſions, 
and with others about their Practice; which, as you know 
well, are the chief Means of enabling us to form any Judg- 
ment of Matters of this Kind. IG SHIT 

By ſuch Means of Information, I have had thatSatisfaQtion 
that could be expected by one not reſiding, but beſtowing 
the Pains I have mentioned, among that People ; that the 
Work in general is ſuch as the publiſh'd Narrative repreſents 
it; and ſo like that at Cambuſſang, that in deſcribing the one, 
People may juſtly be ſaid, as to the moſt material Things, to 
give a Deſcription of both. | 

More particularly, I had the Satisfaction to obſerve, in 
converſing with theſe People, very promiſing Inſtances of 
ſuch ſuitable Impreſſions both of the Hatefulneſs and Danger 
of Sin, join'd with ardent Deſire of Relief from its Guilt and 
Power, in the Way the Goſpel reveals, as could not but give 
Encouragement to expect, through the Grace of Gop, a 
happy Iſſue in due Time: Convictiont that were not flight 
and ſuperficial ; but very deep and penetrating, and much 
reſembling thoſe recorded in Scripture as in As ii. 37. Not 
merely general and confus'd; but diſtind and particular, at 
leaſt gradually becoming ſuch; and extending to Sins of 
Heart and Life, original and actual, and againſt both Tables 
of the Law: Much Sorrow of Soul both for the Alienation 
of the unrenewed Heart from the living Gop, and for cor- 
rupt Paſſions contrary to the Love Mien ow'd to one another; 
as to which laſt, I obſerved Evidences, not eaſily to be for- 
gotten, of the ſevereſt Remorſe for Malice formerly indulg'd, 
plainly implying no ſmall Admiration that the Goſpel-Offers 
of Remiſſion ſhould extend to ſo hateful an Evil. 

I had. Occaſion to obſerve and compare the new Convic- 
tions of Perſons who perhaps were never known to have any 
conſiderable Concern about Religion before; and the pecu- 
liar Bitterneſs attending Remorſe for backſliding into bad 
Courſes, after ſome Profeſſion of Religion and Concern about 
it in former Limes: Producing Shame and Confuſion of 
Face, and indeed noWonder, to which might be well applied 
the Words in Pſal. xl. 12. Nor could it but be very affect: 
ing to hear the Accounts which @ ceriainBack/ider, but] hope 

| | q 
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a returning one, gave of the Diſtreſs his Conſcience labour d 
under, when awaken'd to aSenſe of his aggravatedApoſtacy : 
as particularly how, when intending to fing in Family Wor- 
ſhip, the firſt eight Lines of a certain P/alm (it was the 102) 
he found his Heart too much overwhelm'd to make it out : 
Being overpower'd with a Senſe of his Unworthineſs, as I 
heard himſelf tell it, to take the Words of that Pſalm in 
his Mouth. 

The Convifions J obſerv'd among theſe People behov'd to 
appear the more promiſing onAccount of their being directed 
by Apprehenſions of the Spirituality of the divine Law, as 
extending to the rooted Diſpoſitions of the Heart: And it 
was very ſatisfying to obſerve careful Improvement made of 


Directions to particular SeHſearehing, by going through the 


ſeveral Commandments of the Law, in order, by divine Af- 
ſiſtance, to diſcover and recolle& the Evils of Heart or Life, 
or both, againſt them all; by which the Depravity of the 
unregenerate Heart exerts and manifeſts itſelf, with diverſity 
of Circumſtances, in different Perſons. © | | 
Both in this, and other Corners, 'where the like 
Work has appear'd, it has given particular Satisfaction, to 
obſerve People's Sorrow for Sin ſo ſtrongly influenc'd by 
other Motives than mere Dread of Puniſhment, not exclud- 
ing the Regard due to that likewiſe ; even by an ingenuous 
Senſe of the Evil of Sin, as an Offence againſt ſo juſt, fo 
holy, fo gracious aGop ; and ſo compaſſionateaREDEEMER ; 
ſo that their ConviF4:ons appear*d to be happyAccompliſhments 
of the Promiſe in Zech. xii. 10. It was indeed their looking 
to him who was pierced for their Sins, that ſeem'd chiefly to 
make them mourn for them. "EOF 9 
If there were ſome whoſe Sorrow for Sin ſeem'd to want, 


at leaſt for ſome Time at firſt, this laſt and perhaps ſome of 


the other abovemention'd Characters; it was encouraging 
to obſerve at leaſt a laudableIngenuity in acknowledging ſuch 
Defects; join'd with a hopeful Docility in hearkening to 
proper Inſtructions in order to Proficiency, by Gop's 
Bleſſing, as to more juſt Impreſſions of the Evil of Sin, and 
of the Excellency of the appointed Remedy. 

In peruſing the Narratiue you will eafily obſerve, that it is 
far from ſpeaking of thoſe who have on this Occaſion been 
brought under ſome Convictions of Sin and Concern about 
Salvation, as if all of them ought to be conſider'd as real Con- 
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verts ; or had already given ſuch Evidences of that happy 
Change, as the Nature of the Thing admits : But only ſpeaks 
thus of a goodly Number of them. And as the Author, who is 
2 Stranger to you, is one whom I have had the Advantage of 
being particularly acquainted with, for a long Tract of 
Time ; this ſeems, to demand it of me, as a Piece.of Juſtice 
due to him and his publick Labours, on this. Occahion, to 
give you what Aſſurance my Teſtimony, on ſo longAcquain- 
tance, is capable of giving, not only of his Probity in narrat- 
ing Facts; but alſo of his Caution in making Deductions 
from them: He being far from Precipitancy in building 
ſuch favourable Concluſions, as ſome Parts of his Narrative 
contin, on too {lender Grounds : Of which, Particular 
and I think ſatisfying, Proofs might be mention'd. 7 
As I ſpent ſome Time in that Corner, not only in May 
laſt, when this Work was but beginning to appear ; but alſo 
in the Months of July and October following, aſſiſting at the 
Adminiſtration of the LoR D's Supper at Kilſyth, as I have 
been in Uſe to do yearly of a long Time ; this could not 
but give me. Opportunity to obſerve the great Alteration to 
the better, in the State of Religion in that Corner, the 
2 Progreſs of this good Work in general, and the Pro- 
ciency of particular Perſons in the Way of Gop.: And how 
Convictians which had been attended at firſt with conſiderable 
Diſtreſſes iſſued in a deſirable Serenity of Mind; attended 
with good Evidences of well founded Peace: Shewing that 
the Sorrows, which had met with too little compaſſionate 
Regard from fome fellowCreatures, had met withCompaſhon 
from him whoſe Mercies are over all his other Works, and who 
has promiſed to revive the Hearts of the bumble and contrite 
ones; or the Spirits which he has made would fail befare him, 
Ifai. Ivii. 15, 16. | | 
I perſuade myſelf, that the Journals publiſi d in the Nar- 
rative, and in the weekly Papers, ſome Numbers of which 
were formerly ſent you; containing, Accounts of the Riſe 
and Progreſs of the religious Exerciſe of ſome particular Per- 
ſons, who ſeem'd to have attain'd tojoy and Peace in believ- 
ing; muſt give no ſmall Satisfaction to you, and other Per- 
ſons of Candour about theſe PeoplesRegards to the Mercy of 
Gop, in the Mediation of his Son, as attended with the 
Characters which diſtinguiſh Faith unfeigned from its Coun- 
terfeits; and as founding a reaſonable Judgment of 9 
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that they receive CHR18T in all his Mediatory Offices, and 
for all the Salvation that he has purchas'd. 

As I have had Opportunities of converſing with ſome of 
theſe Perſons, and with others whoſe Attainments reſembled 
theirs ; I think it very natural for thoſe who have had ſuch 
Opportunities, to reflect on the great Difference betwixt con- 
verſing with ſuch People themſelves; and receiving Accounts 
of them from others And on che Difficulty of conveying to 
others, by Deſcription, adequate Notions of all the Things 
which muſt juſtly make a favourable Impreſſion on the 
Minds of them who are preſent. It muſt be own'd indeed, 
that it is but reaſonable Caution not 'to lay too great Streſs 
on People's ſerious Manner of expreſſing their religious Con- 
cern, till that favourable Preſumption is confirm'd by more 
deciſive Evidences : Yet as the Appearances of Seriouſneſs, 
on ſuch Occaſions, admit of very different Degrees; one of 
your Experience muſt have obſerv*d Degrees of it which have 
ſomething in them ſoconvincing, however hard to be deſcrib'd, 
as ſcarce to leave Room for Heſitation, about the Sincerity 
of the Speakers, in the Minds even of the more cautious 
Hearers. A good deal of this appear'd to be very obſervable, 
among the People I ſpeak of, when expreſſing their Senſe of 
the moſt important Things, and giving vent to their chief 
Sorrows or Joys ; like Perſons having very near Views of 
their Appearance before the ſupreme Tribunal; and wiſely 
over one the inconfiderable Interval, fo juſtly call'd in 
Scripture a Moment, that ſeperates betwixt the preſentInſtant 
of Time, and endleſs Eternity. 

The Atrt/tations of the Sefjion or Conſiftory, and of the pre- 
ſent Magiſtrate of Kilſyth, will give you a pleaſant View of 
the good Fruits of this Work on the Lives and Practice of 
that People. Some Inſtances of R2/{izution among them, 
which happen'd after this Work began, I had Occaſion to 
be well inform'd of, ſoon after they happen'd : And as to 
one of them, had the Pleaſure to be employ'd by Mr. Robe, 
in conveying the Sum, given him by one unknown to me, 
to the Perſon for whom it was intended. The Thing is well 
known to ſeveral of good Character here; tho” the Reſtorer 
is conceal'd, as no doubt he ought. Some Eminence in the 
amiable Graces of Charity, Meetnefs and Humility, appears 
plainly obſervable in the Subjects of this good Work here, 
as well as of others like it in other Places of late: I mean, 
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in thoſe whoſe Proficiency affords the Evidences which und 
a Judgment of Charity as to a real Change on People's 
Hearts. 

It render'd the Work in theſe Parts to the North and Eff 
of this City the more remarkable ; that it extended to fo 
many contiguous Congregations, and made fo much Progreſs 
in ſo ſhort a Time. As it was on the 18th of May that, 
upon a friendly Invitation, I went firſt to Xi/fyth, after this 
Work appear d: Among other Marks of an uncommon 
Concern about Religion in that Country-ſide, I obſery'd 
Evidences of it in People's Eagerneſs to embrace Opportu- 
nities of converſing with thoſe whom they judged capable of 
giving them uſeful Inſtructions, even in travelling on the 
High-W ay. And'i in my return home, at the End of that 
Week, I had the Pleaſure to find [that on the Road be- 
tween Kill th and Kirkintilloch, and in the Bounds of the 
latter, in three ſmall Villages, witfin the Space of Jeſs than 
two Miles, there were about fourteenPerſons, ſome of them very 
young, lately awaken'd : All of whom, excepting two or 
three, who were out of the Way, I ſaw and convers'd with ; 
and obſerv*d a Seriouſneſs about them that could not but 
give particular Satisfaction. 

If it is a hopeful Sign of Sincerity whenPeople have a deep 
Concern about Perſeverance ; and take the Alarm when they 
apprehend ſuch Things in themſelves as look like Beginnings 
of Backſhding ; the ſelf Diffidency and Jealouſy of that Kind, 
which I obſerv'd among theſe People, behov'd to be very en- 
courazing. When J ſtay'd /ome Days inOober laſt at Kil- 
th, { obſerv'd that the Miniſter had found it proper publick- 
ly to warn ſome, without naming any, who, as he heard, were 
like to loſe their good Impreſſions, to come and converſe 
with him at his Houſe : And being there when they came, 
had the Pleaſure to obſerve a happy Diſappointment of his 
Fears about them: it appearing plainly that they were ſo 
far from being turn'd careleſs & unconcern'd aboutReligion 
that they were under no ſmall Concern that their religious 
Affections were not quite jo lively as ſometime formerly: "And 
It was frem their own Complaints on this Head, that the Report 
of there being like to loſe their good Impreffions had pro- 
ceeded. J am your's, &c. 

Glaſzrw Janr. 28th. 1743. 

few J * Toun McLavrin. 
(Zo be continued.) 
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Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in England Scotland and America, 
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As GOD has been pleaſed in bis ſovereign Providence 
to remove from us byDeath, theReverend & Excellent 
Mr. CoopER; who was an eminent Inſtrument and 
Promoter of the late Revival of Religion, as well as 
a principal Eucourager of the Deſign of this Paper: 
it is a Pleaſure to us, that we have an Opportunity ta 
pay a ſmall Tribute to his Memory, by giving the fol- 
lowing Account of bim a Place in this Paper. 


N Tueſday Morning the 13th Inſtant, died in the 
5oth Year of his Age, after a few Days Illneſs of an 
Apoplectick Paralytick Diſorder, the Rev, Mr. 

WILLIAM CooPER, one of the Paſtors of the Town, to 
the inexpreſſible Grief of his VENERABLE Colleague the Rev, 
Dr. Col MAN, thoſe of his immediate Charge, and indeed 
of all thro” the Town and Land, who have a Savour for expe» 
rimental Religion, and know how to prize the godly Man, 
and the faithful Miniſter. - 
The Gop of the Spirits of all Fleſh peculiarly form'd and 
fitted him for the large Sphere in which he mov'd, His na- 
tural Powers were ſtrong and lively: He was of an active 
Genius, and a leading Spirit, It pleaſed GOD early ts call 
him by bis Grace. From his very Childhood, by the Bleſſing 
of God on a careful religious Education, there appeared the 
Diſpoſitions of real Piety, and at length the Grace of GO 
was viſibly ſeen by all that ſaw and convers'd with him to rule 
and govern and reign in his Heart; whence his careful ob» 
ſerving Friends rais'd their ExpeRations of extenſive dervi- 
VV ccablenels 
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ceableneſs from him in his Day and Generation. He early 
devoted himſelf, by the Will of Gop, to his Seryice. in the 
Miniſtry of his dearSon,and indeed he ſeem'd a Nazarite and 
ſeperated from his Mother's Wamb : His preparatory Studies 
at the College, and while he reſided in Town afterwards, were 
attended with Diligence, ſanctified by Prayer, and. bleſs'd 
with aProficiency in uſeful & valuable Knowledge, eſpecially 
in divine Things, upon which his Heart was moſt ſet, and to 
which he made all his other Acquiſitions happily ſubſervient, 

With the Advice of the able Divines in the Town in 
the Year 1715, he appear'd publickly in the Deſk ; and an 
agreable Thing it was to thetti and to ail his Friends, to Tee 
their largeſt Expectations from him anſwered,if not exceeded, 
he appearing 'at once a Ma/ter of the Gift and Art of Preach- 
ing. This ſoon fix'd the Eye and Heart of the Church of 
CHRIST i Brattle/treet upon him, and with all convenient 
Speed they proceeded with great Unanimity, to chuſe him 
Co-Paſtor and Colleague. 

At Mr. CoorER's Motion and Requeſt. the Ordination 
was defer'd for a Twelve-Month, in which he preach'd but 
once a Fortnight, the Church generouſly providing for the 
Pulpit on the intervening Sabbaths. When the Year came 
about on May 23d 1716, he was ſolemnly ſeperated to the 
Work of the Miniſtry. And a memorableDay indeed it was, 
in which they received a rich and a precious Gift of the aſcended 
SAVIOUR. From which Time, we are to confider him as 
beginning his Courſe, the Miniſtry he had received of the 
Lo RD JESUS. He hath ever fince for now above twenty- 
ſeven Years together with his honoured ſurviving Colleague, 
been ſerving as a Son witha Father. And he has given abun- 
dant Proof of his encreaſing miniſterial Gifts and Graces be- 
fore all the Churches in the Town and through the Land. 
Like the Sun diſpenſing Light and Heat, going on gradually 
in a ſteady, regular Courſe, and in its Progreſs encreafing 
its benign Influences, till it brings on the perfect Day; fo 
he ran hisCourſe ſtrongly and ſteadily with encreaſing Vigour, 
Zeal and Activity, till he arriv'd to his Meridian; and e'er 
the Decline began, we are depriv'd of him as it were in the 
Midft of his Years, the Vigour of his Age. 

He was a Scribe well inſtructed to the Kingdom of Gop, 
thoroughly furniſh'd and ready upon all Occaſions to every 
good Work. He was well eſtabliſhed in the fundamental 
| Weis Doctrines 
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Doctrines of the Goſpel, the only Religion of fallen Man; 
and contended earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, and with a Zeal according to Knowledge. 

His Preaching. took in Doctrine and Precept, Grace and 
Duty. He conſtantly laid the Foundation well in doctrinal 
Truths, eſtabliſhing every Precept of the Goſpel on its pro- 

per Baſis; and enforcing it with the divineſt —.— 

His Sermons were far from looſe empty Harrangues, they 

were all well digeſted, ſolid, rational and-inſtruQtive, warm 
and pathetical. The Method perfectly juſt and regular, the 
Language plain, familiar and ſcriptural, avoiding the Ex- 
treams of enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, and vulgar 
groveling Expreſſions. He had an uncommon Talent at ex- 
plaining and enforcing the ſublimeſt Truths of the Goſpel, 
and making them familiar to the meaneſt Capacity, while at 
the ſame Lime, the moſt Wiſe and Judicious were edified 
and quickened. InPrayer he was equal'd by few, and perhaps 
— 'd by none, being ever ready upon all Occaſions to ad- 
dreſs the Throne of Grace, with a Variety of ſuitable Ex- 
preflions and Pleadings, chiefly. drawn from Seripture. He 
had a commanding Voice, and an agreable Accent, his Elo- 
cution grave, ſolemn and majeſtick, and he viſtbly ſpake 
under an awful Senſe of the Majeſty of that Gob, in whoſe 
Preſence he ſtaod, whoſe Meilages he delivered, and the vaſt 
Importance of them. He was mighty in the Scriptures ; ; and 
being fervent in Spirit, he ſpake and taught diligently the Things 
of the Lord, and mightily convinced his Hearers. | 

As a Paſtor, he was faithful, laborious, vigilant and com- 
paſſionate... In his private Applications toSouls (and Multitudes 
retorted to him in the late remarkable Day of divine Viſitation )- 
he was an Interpreter, a Meſſenger one among a Thouſand. His 
Labours were not confin'd within his own Flock, but were 
earneſtly, coveted by otherFlocks in the Town; ſo that there 
was ſcarce a Sabbath but he preached both Parts of the Day, 
belides his frequent Preaching on the Lectures, which have 
of late been multiplied among us; 

And he preach'd to happy Purpoſes : Gop greatly own'd 
and honour'd him in his Work; making him 4 ſpiritual Fa- 
ther ta many, who now riſe up ond call him bleſſed, and they will 
doubtleſs be his Foy and Crown in the Day of CHRIST. 

He was nobly couragious in theCauſe of Chriſt, it being his 
chief a to approve himſelf to Him, and he has abun- 
Vv2 dantly 
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dantly evidenced how little he regarded thePraiſe orDiſpraiſe 
of Men, where he tho't the Honour of Chriſt concern'd, and the 
Operations of the Holy Spirit among us of late not duly regarded, 

View him in private Life, the Gentleman and the Chriſ- 
tian met in him; he was courteous and affable to all Men, 
chearful and pleaſant i in Converſation, and defitable in every 
Relation as a ConsorRT,ParRExNT,MasTER and FRIEND, 

He was had in great Eſteem by his Brethren in the Miniſ- 
try throughout the Provinces, the Elder of whom lov'd him 
as a Brother, and the Younger of them reverenced him as a 
Father. Scarce any Miniſter among us had the more gene- 
ral Eſteem and Love of hisCountry ; and in the'Year 1737, 
he was choſen by the Reverend Corporation, Preſident of Har- 
vard College; but when the Vote was preſented to the Ho- 
nourable and Reverend Beard of Overſeers, he excus'd himſelf 
that hanourable Truſt; 3 yea his Name has of late Years been 
had in great Honour in SCoTLANnND and ENGLAND, and 
ſeveral Divines of the firſt Rank have ſought his Correſpon- 
dence. In ſhort, all that knew him will number him among 
the beſt and moſt uſeful Divines among us 

His Death was ſu den and unexpected to his Friends, but 
we have Reaſon to think, not to himſelf: Near thirty Years 
ago, and at Times ever ſirice; he often ſpake of his Expecta- 
tions of an early Death, ** the met of his Father's Family 
<< dying he uſed to ſay befere fifty, and he very lately ſaid to 
„ {everal at Herent Times that Dr. Col AN would live to 
« bury him.” 

Upon the ſurprizing Alarm given his Church of his ſud- 
den violent Seizure on the Lerds-Day, they immediately de- 
termin*d to ſeperate the Day following for ſolemn Prayer and 
Humiliation, and to implore of Go p the Continuance of ſo 
uſeful and valuable a Life. The Miniſters of the Town 
readily gave their Aſſiſtance, and gracibuſly aſſiſted they were, 
in leading in the Devotions of à large and deeply affected 
Aſſembly both Parts of the Day; Prayers and Supplications 
were offer*d up with rang Crying and Tears to him that was 
«ble to ſave.” But the ſovereign Gop had deterrain*d to call 
him off from his Work to his Reward. 

Tho' the Nature of his Illneſs was ſuch as in a greatMes- 
ſure to deprive him of the Uſe of Speech and Reafon, yet he 
had his Jucid Intervals, and was enzbled expreſſy to declare 
on the Sabbat Evening. "RP he rejoyced in Go bis 

Saviour“. 
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Saviour.“ And in the Night to ſignify by lifting up the 
Hand, upon Queſtions being propos'd to him, „ That he 
e freely and chearfully refign'd his Spirit into the Hands of 
« CHRIsT,where he had often committed it: And that he 
«© could leave his dying Teſtimony to the Ways of Gon.” 
That „ he had the Peace of Gop that paſſeth all Under- 
« ſtanding, and the Hopes of entring on the Recompence of 
« Reward”. | 

The Remains of this excellent Man of God were attended 
to the Grave on the Thurſday Evening by a numerousTrain 
of hearty Mourners of all Orders and every Denomination. 
THE MEMORY OF THE JUST Is BLESSED. 

Sic Mihi contingat vivere, ficq; Mori. 


The Account above was drawn by à Rev. Miniſter nBoſton, 
at the Deſire and with theReviſe of the venerable Dr. Col MAN. 
And on this Occaſion we would obſerve, that as the Rev. Mr. 
Coop ER greatly rejoyced in the late remarkable Revival of Reli- 
gion among us, declaring that ſince the Year 1740, more People 
hid ſometim s come to him in Concern about their Souls in one 
Week's Time than in the whole twenty four Years of his pre- 
cecding Miniſtry ; ſo he told us he intended to draw up for our 
Chriſtian Hiſtory, a ſummary Account of ſo much of this Re- 
vival as he had been aWitneſs of. But as his unexpected Death 
has unhappily hindred the Publick of this defirable Performance; 
we would take Occaſion humbly to intreat thoſe HER 
Min1sTERSs who are willing to give vs Accounts, to haſten 
them, for the further Glory of the divine Power and Grace 
and Entertainment of the Pious. X 
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Continuation of Mr. Robe*s Narrative. 
An Account of this good Work in Congregations to the 


Northward of Glaſgow, Aince October aft. 
n 
THE obſervable State of Things in this Congregation, dur- 
ing the Months of November, December and January, 
Was, that thoſe who had been awa#ned, but had attained 
to no defired Outgate, continued to make Progreſs, and 
to nrofit by the uſe of the outward and ordinary Means of 
Grace, eſpecially the younger Sort whoſe Progreſs was very 
ſenſible. They who appeared to have received the 1 
* ESUS 
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JssvsCnunisT,continued to all outward Appearance to walk 
in him, and to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 
Lon Jxs us ChRIST, as they continue through Grace to 
do unto this Day, March 26. 1743. 
There are not above two or three of them known. to we, 
whom I have bad Reaſon to rebuke for any Thing amiſs in 
their Walk. Many of them came frequently to me thele 
Months, and fince, with Fears and Doubts about their fpiri- 
tual State : Some of their Doubts and Fears aroſe from their 
feeling Vanity of Mind, wandering of their Hearts in the 
| Time of holy Dutics, evil Thoughts, Hardneſs of Heart, 
; and other inward Corruptions ; ſo that they complained that 
| they were worſe and wickeder than ever they found them- 
ſelves to be before; not conſidering that formerly they were 


on dead, but now they had Life and Feeling; that formerly 
| they were Darkneſs, and now they were Light in theLox v. 
\ Others.complained of their Want of Love to CyRIsT, and 

\ of ſpiritual Deadneſs, . becauſe lively Motions of their Aﬀec- 
i tions were abated. Some of theſe wanted to know by what 


Marks and Signs they might know. that bey loved our Lond 
Jesus'CHRIsT in Sincerity. Others were afraid, and jea- 
lous that their Faith might not be of the right Sort, and leſt 
they ſhould deceive themſelves. Many oi them complained 
much of Atheiſtical Thoughts, blaſphemous Injections, as it 
were inward Diſwaſions from Prayer, and other holy Duties, 
and other Sorts of the fiery Darts of the wicked one. 

The Societies for. Prazer continued. and increaſed, fo that 
at preſent they are above twenty-two, which meet once in 
the Fortnight, once in the Nee, and ſome of them oftner. 

e e ation of the Congregation contin 
e ths mentioned, e was great Dif 
gence in —.— upon Goſpel-Ordinances, and greatAp- 

rance of Seriouſneſs and Concern in Hearing, without any 
conſiderable Outcry. There were ſew or none newly awa- 
kened known to me theſe Months, tho” I find fince that there 
were, but were able to co::ceal themſelves for a Time q only 
there were ſome few in and about the Town of Kil/yth,then 
and fince, to the Number of 7wenty-three, who aſlociated 
themſelves for Prayer, and of themſelves ; I hope it ſhall 
iſſue well with ſome of them, thro” the . 7 5 of the 
MosT HicH#, tho' there areGrounds of Fear as to others. 


Since the Beginhing of Februgry the Operations 12 the 
gQLY 
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Hot v Sp1R1T have been again more ſenſible, both as to 


the awakening of ſecure Sinners, and reviving theſe formerly 
converted. All or moſt of the Societies of the Congregati- 
on ſet apart Tueſday the eighth of February, for Thankſgiving 
to the Gop and FATHER of our Lokp JESsus CHRIST, for 
this ſurprifing and unlooked for Appearance of his Grace, in 
{ many Congregations of this backſlidden Church and Land, 
and for Prayer that it may be general, thraugh the Length 
and Breadth of the Land. There was alfs tranſmitted ta us, 
a Memorial from the Societies for Prayer, at Edinburgh, in- 
viting the praying Societies in this Congregation, and the 
Congregations about, to join with them upon the 18th Day 
of February, in Thanlſgiving and Proper to Gop, upon the 
ſoreſaid Account. | See Chriſtian Hiſtory. page 87.] 

This Congregation kept the ſaid Day congregationally. 
The Rev. Mr. Robert Spears Miniſter of the Goſpel at Lin- 
lithgow, aſſiſting me in the publick Work, when there was 
a very great Concern in the Congregation.---And Mr. Spears 
and I, had much to do in the Evening, in converſing with 
th. ſe under Diſtreſs, who had as yet got noQut-gate : As alfo 
with ſeveral of thoſe, who had got an Eſcape thro' Grace; 
but were under great Diſtreſs at the Time, thro* various 
Temptations. The Societies for Prayer met at Night; the 
Societies in the Congregations about, kept this Day, or ſome 
Part of it. The Adnifler of Kirkintilloch, preach'd upon the 
Thur ſday, being the 17th, and I think the Societies of that 
Pariſh met upon the ſaid Day. 

I remark this more particularly, to manifeſt and ſet forth, 
the Glory and Praiſe of our God, who is theHearer of Prayer, 
and who hath been gracious to us at the Voice of our Cry, 
for his Sox, and for his holy Name's Sake. The Month of 
February, having been the n,, remarkable Month, for the 
Preſence of the Lox p among us, not only in this Congrega- 
tion, but ſome others about, of an fince Odtaber laſt. 
From Sabbath the thirteenth to Sabbath the twentieth of Hebru- 
ary, there were ten awakened either altogether new, or ſuch 
upon whom their firſt Awakening had long ſince come to no- 
thing ; fince which there have been about erght with me,moſt 
of them under fourteen. All this beſides thirteen young Boys, 
who had aſſociated themſelves for Prayer, without any deſir- 
ing them, and who are fince taken under ſuch Notice, as is 
needful for them. Lai Month and this, hath alſo 5. 2 

me 
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Time of reviving, ſtrengthening, and confirming to former 
Chriſtians, and of relieving ſome of the late Converts from 
their Diſtreſſes.- Of all this I have good Documents, ſome 
of which ſhall be given upon the Article of Reviving in this 
Narrative, if the Loa b permit. | 

There are at this Time near ſeven'y, if not above, who are 
youug Ones, from eight to eighteen or thereby, who, meet in 
Societies twicea Week, moſt of them, and ſpend the Time 
in Prayer, ſinging ſome Part of a P/a/m, reading the Scrip- 
tures, and repeating their Catechi/m. They are at leaſt once 
a Week under the Inſpection and Direction of ſome elder 
Chriſtian, who meets with them. | 

I received a Letter about two Weeks ago, directed to them, 
from an Exgliſb Gentlewoman, who is Author of the Letter to 
the Negroes conuerted in America. It is ſo good, and may be 
ſo encouraging, and uſeful to all ſuch young Ones, who (et 
themſelves to ſeek the Loxd, That I give it a Place here. 
To the dear young Lambs in K1LSYTH, that are ſeeking 

after Cux IST, a Friend of theirs ſendeth Greeting: 

Wiſhing all Salvation thro” the Saviouk's Name. 

My dear little Children, 

W IT H joy I received an Account from the dear Servant 

of CHRIST, your honoured Miniſter Mr. Robe, that 
the Loxp has inclined your Hearts to ſeek after him, that 
the great Shepherd is gathering you with his Arm, that ſome 
of you are carried in his Boſom; and that ſome of you who 
are got in to CHRIST, are diſtreſſed at Times, with the 
feeling of indwelling Sin, and Fears about your Intereſt in 
God, and Acceptance with him on that Account. 

And unto you my dear Children, who are ſeeking after 
Jzsvs, and have not yet ſenſibly freund him whom your Souls 
love; to you let me ſay, Follow on to know the Lo xp, and you 
ſhall know him.---Y ou were born Sinners - guilty and filthy you 
were in your firſt Father Adam ; you finned in, and-fell 
with him in his firſt Tranſgreſſion. And as his degenerate 
Off-ſpring, you were conceived in Sin, and ſhapen in Iai- 
quity, and came into the World with a ſinful Nature, all 
over defiled from Head to Foot, with Hearts full of Enmity 
againſt Gop, and bent to backſlide from him: And you have 
gone aſtray, even from the Womb : And the righteous Law 
of Gop curſeth every Tranſgreſſor, and the Wages of Sin is 
Death : And while Souls abide in their natural State they are 
in apparent Danger of Gop's eternal Vengeance. 

Te be continued.) 
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Continuation of Mr. Robe's Narrative. 


UT, Oh! Behold, Gon ſ loved the World, that he 
gave his only begotten SON, that whoſoever believeth 
in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
Jes.Us has born the Wrath and Curſe of God ; for 

the Law condemned Sinners, that deſerved to die the Death, 

CHRIST has dy'd in the Sinners Room: The Blood of the 

Sow of Gop, has been ſhed inſtead of the Sinner's : JEsvs 

gave his Life a Ranſom for Sinners, to ſatishe offended Juſ- 

tice, and procure our Redemption from all Miſery unto all 

Glory; to ſave us from Sin and Hell, and to bring us unto 

Gop. And Gop is fo well pleaſed with what his dear SoN 

has done and ſuffered for Sinners, that he can be gracious to 

them,and has promiſed to exalt his Grace,magnify his Mercy 
in forgiving their Sins, and ſaving their Souls unto Life eter- 
nal; even to the Chief of Sinners, to every and all cf them 
will Gop be thus gracious, that come unto him by Jesvs 
CHRIST.--- Are you convinced then,my dear Children, that 
you are miſerable Sinners, and muſt periſh for ever, if Gon 
of his infinite Mercy doth not fave your Souls? Then con- 
lider, CHRIST is the Vay to the FATHER, Gop invites 
and commands you to believe on his dear SON, to come un- 
to CHRIST for Life; and by him to Gop the FaTHER,for 
all that Grace and Salvation which your periſhing Souls want, 

CHRIST is able to fave you to the uttermoſt ; and lo he is 

willing to ſave every poor Sinner that comes to him; the 

SAVIOUR invites heavy ladenSinners,even all that are weary 

and burdened with Sin, to come unto him, and has promiſ- 

ed to give them Reſt. And no one Soul that cometh unto 
him, will he in any ways caſt out. Come then, my dear 

X x : Children, 
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Children, caſt yourſelves as-periſhing Sinners, at the Sa vi- 
oUR's Feet: And you ſhall find Merey. The Arms of 
CHaRI1sT ftand wide open to receive returning Sinners. 
And if you would find Mercy with him, bring nothing with 
you but your Miſery, ---- CHRIST faves all freely, without 
Money, and withoutPrice, without any Worth or Worthineſs: 
The SAv1ouR don't look for theſe, in the Souls that he faves; 
but only calls them to come to him in all their Miſery, to re- 
ceive that full and compleat Salvation which he prepar'd for 
them, and will beftow upon them freely. And no Soul that 
comes, let him be ever ſo poor and miſerable, wretched and 
blind and naked, ſhall be ſent empty away. And wait my 
dear Children, wait patiently for the Loxo, for he hath ſaid, 
« They ſhall not be aſhamed that wait for me.“ And with 
CHxrIsT, in CHRIST, you ſhall find Life, eternal Life, and 
ſhall obtain Favour of the Loxp. 

And unto you my dear Children that have found IEsus, and 
the Comforts of his Love in his precicus Promiſes to your Souls ; 
unto you I ſay, That none of all your Enemies, Sin, Satan, 
nor wicked Men, ſhall ever pluck you out of yourSAviouR's 
Hands. He will give you eternal Life, and you ſhall never 
periſh. The Loxp that hath begun to ſave you, will fave 
you to the uttermoſt. He that hath forgiven your Sins, will 
fubdue your Iniquities. The Gop of Peace will bruiſe Sa- 
tan under your Feet ſhortly.” That little Spark of Grace 
which he hath enkindled in your Souls, ſhall not be quenched 
by theſe Waters of Sin, that Sea of Corruption which till a- 
bides in your depraved Nature: Tho? Sin and Grace war in 

our dear Souls, yet Grace ſhall get the Victory over Sin. 

he Loxp Jesvs, the Captain of your Salvation, will van- 
quiſh all your Corruptions, trample theſe your Enemies un- 
der his Feet, and cauſe you to ſet your Feet upon the Necks 
of them : Yet a little while, and theſe Enemies, which pur- 
ſue and afright your Souls to Day, you ſhall ſee them no more 
for ever : They ſhall ſink as Lead into the mighty Waters of 
the boundleſs, all-overflowing Grace of Gop, and the inh- 
nite Merit of the SAVIOUR'”s Blood; and you as the Re- 
deemed of the Loxp, ſhall ſing the Lams's NEWN¼ SONG, 
and ſay, Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our 
Sins in his own Blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto 
God and his Far HEN, To Him be Glory and Dominion for 
ever and ever, Amen. | 


Oh 
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Oh dear Souls ! you that have a. painſul ſceling of the 
working of Sin within you, have the forgiveneſs of Sins thro? 
the LaMB's Blood : Your Sins are forgiven you for his 
Name's Sake, and Gop has wrought the new Life of Grace 
in your Souls, or elſe the Workings of Sin would not grieve 
you: If you have a painful Feeling of the Body of Death, it 
is becauſe you are alive from the Dead: And becauſe CHRIS 
lives, you ſhall live alſo ; becauſe, he lives for you and in 
you; and his Life, will ſwallow up all your Death. That 
Death of Sin which now works in you, ſhall ſhortly be ſwal- 
lowed up of perfect Holineſs, Joy and Life for evermore, 
And mean Time yourSaviour will ſuccour you under all your 
Sorrows, compaſſionate your Souls, under all your Griefs 
from the Being and Working of indwelling Sin, and give ſea- 
ſonable Grace to ſtrengthen you againſt Corruption and 
Temptation: The Grace of Chriſt is ſufficient for you, and 
his Strength ſhall be made perfect in your Weakneſs.--- And 
lo, your Intereſt in Chriſt, and in God thro? him, doth not 
in the leaſt depend upon your Frames, ncr ſhake and totter, 
as they alter. Your Beloved is yours, and you his : He 
hath betrothed you unto himſelf for ever, and hateth putting 
away: He will never caſt you off for your Vileneſs, for all 
that you have done. And God has engaged in his new Co- 
venant, to be a God, a Father to you, and you ſhall be his 
People, his Sons and his Daughters : And hath ſworn that 
he will be no more wroth with you, that his Kindneſs towards 
you ſhall never depart, but ftand firmer than the Mountains 
an Hills, out- live Time, and run on its own everlaſtingRound 
to an endleſs Eternity. - And as for your Acceptance with 
God, it is quite out of yourſelves ; it ſtands alone in thePer- 
ſon, Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, who is yeſterday,to 
Day, and forever the fame : God the Father, has made you 
accepted, everlaſtingly accepted in Chriſt, the Beloved of his 
Soul. And in him you have an everlaſtingStanding in divine 
Favour, that is quite independant upon your own inherent 
Goodneſs. God accepts you my dear Children for Chriſt'sSake, 
--on the Account of what he is, and hath done, and not on 
the Account of what you are, or can perform; Salvation is 
all of Grace, a mere free Gift to the Chief of Sinners. The 
Wages of Sin is Death: But the Gift of God is eternal Life 
thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Therefore my little Children, 
abide in Chriſt by Faith. Run daily, as periſhing Sinners, 
- ; unto 
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unto him the great Saviour; and there you ſhall be for ever 
ſate from the Storms of God's Wrath, and eternally ſolaced 
with his preſent Favour, Into the Arms of Chriſt I commit 
you, as his tender Lambs, to be carried ſafe in his Bofom, 
thro' a World of Trials into a World of Glory; And am 
your's molt tenderly inJeſus, Ic.“ 


At CUMBERNAULD. 

| fa the Pariſh of Cumbernauld theConcern among that Peo- 

ple hath continued publick and diſcernable all this / inter; 
there being Perſons newly awakened from Time to Time. --- 
There is great Oppaſition to the Lord's Work in that Con- 
gregation, by the Seceders, and Perſecution as far as Mock- 
ing and the Tongue can go, as there is alſo in the E End of 
this Pariſh---- it is remarkable that the firſt Day the Seceders 
preach'd at Cumbernauld, which was in February laſt, there 
was a greater Stir and more ſenſible Qutcry ia the Congrega- 
tion at the Kirk, than had been for ſome conſiderable while 
before. Alſo next Lords Day when the Seceders had Sermon, 
there was a Lad, who when he was entering into the Place 
of their Meeting, caſt his Eyes towards the Kirk, when this 
Thought came into his Mind, * What Reaſon can] give for 
« forſaking the Miniſter, and following theſe Folk“? which 
troubled him ſo, that he went ſtrait from the Place of their 
Meeting, to the Kirk, where he was awakened and brought 
to a deep Concern about his ſinful and loſt State. ---- It is alſo 
talked that he was carried to the ſeceding Preacher, who ad- 
viſed him to mind and apply himſelf to his Work. --- A judi- 
cio us Chriſtian in the Bounds, having ſaid, That was the 
Way Cain took, who went to build Cities, ſuffers their Spitey 
for this juſt Thought. | | 

Other Pariſhes to the Weſt. 

Thoſe in the other Pariſhes to the 12/2 of this, who ap- 
peared to have got a deſirable Iſſue of their Awakening ; con- 
tinue to make Progreſs, and walk as becometh, and have the 
ſameTemptations, Doubts, Fears & Difficulties that Converts 
in former Times had. 

St. NIN IARs. 

The Rev. Miniſter of the Goſpel at St. Ninians, by his 
to me of the 19thCurrant, March 1742,7.] writes, That 
„ Impreſſions upon our People are far from wearing off ; their 
+ Behaviour is ſuch as that their Enemies themſelves cannot 
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4 quarrel ; and hitherto they behave very well: It would 
give you great Pleaſure to hear them pray and converſe. 
Our Audience is moſt attentive to the preaching of the 
$6 Word, | | | 


GARGUNNOCK and KEN. 

The Rev. Miniſter of the Goſpel at Gargunnoct, by his 
to me of the 17th Currant March C1742, 3. ] writes, That 
«© the Concern there in a great Meaſure continues, their Fellotu- 
« ſhip Meetings increaſe : That even the Childrens Meetings 
«« for Prayer continue; their outward Concern continues 
«© even in the Publick ; a diligent attending upon Ordinan- 
© ces, Love to our Gop and REDEEMER remains, and to 
all the Children of our LoR Ds Family; and eſpecially 
crying toCh RIS and rejoyeing in him, with a ſober and 
c blameleſs Converſation - He writes alſo, That there 
& are ſtill ſome under ſpiritual Concern in the Pariſh of 
„Lippen. 

MuTHrtr and MonyvarD. | 

In the Month of January [1742,3.] when I heard laſt 
from Muthel the Rev. Mr. Haly writes, „ That the Work 
« of Gop was /till going on in his Congregation, and that 
© there were then ſeveral newly awakened :”* concerning 
whom he writes --- That they appeared to have been 
* touched to the Quick, the Arrows of the ALMIGHTY 
1 ſhot to their very Hearts, trembling like the Jaylor, cry- 
ing out againſt Sin, breathing and thirſting after a SA- 
« vioUuR. My Bowels were moved for them, and I hope 
«© the Bowels of a compaſſionate REDEEMER were yearn- 
e ing over them, when they were with Ephraim bemoan- 
© ing themſelves. --- I muſt tell you as a Token for Good, 


« praying Diſpoſition among this People not only continues, but 


is upon the Perc Hand. Beſides what of that is wi th 
<«« particular Perſons and Families, our praying Societies are 


increaſing.— We have now thirteen of them, and a new 


c one going to be ſet up.] cannot expreſs how much I am 
&« charmed with the yzungOnes. We have now three praying 
* Haocieties of them. One of them at about two Miles diſtance 
e from this, pay'd me a moſt agreeable Viſit upon the ft 
«© Monday of the Year ; a Day that young People eſpecially 
*© uſed to be otherways employ'd---we had I think upwards 
e of forty of them; they continued in Prayer and other 


„ Exerciſes till about ten at Night. But O ! to hear the 


«© young 
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'*< uu Lands crying after the GREAT SHEPHERD ; te 

„ hear them pouring out theirdouls with ſuch Fervour, with 
<< ſach-beautifu] Expreſſions, with ſuch copiouſneſs and ful- 
<< neſs, did not only ſtrike me with Admiration, but melted 
«© me down in Tears. I wiſhed in my Heart\that all Contra- 
% differs, Gainſayers, and Blaſphemers of this Mere Gon, 
46 "bad been where I was that Night.” He alſo writes, That 
«© theRev. Mr. Parteaus Miniſter of the Goſpel at Manyvard, 
told him there was ſome ſtirring in his Pariſh. 

Since the preceeding Account was put into the Printer's 
Hand; I have received the following later Accounts--- The 
Rev. Mr. Hach in a Letter to me of the 29th of March 
11743] writes, That te Concern in that Congregation con- 
e fiuues, in hearing the Word, the* not with ſuch a Noiſe 
<< and Quterying as formerly. And tho' the public Awa- 
„ kenings be not ſo diſcernivle, as they were ſometime ago; 
s yet few Sabbaths paſs, but, ſaith he, we have ſame pricked 
« 7n their Hearts, and with great Anguiſh of Spirit crying, 
c WHAT SHALL WE Do ?---A Law-work is ſtill ſevere, 
„ and of long Continuance with many ;, but the Lord is 
<< ſupporting, helping to wait, and keeping them thirſting 
« after Relief in CHR1sT.--- Others who, as I judged, had 
6 their Wounds bound up, have them fall a bleeding again; 
c and when the Lokp hides his Face they are exceedingly 
F< troubled, and almoſt are as much upon the Rack as for- 
„ merly.— They are but Novices in Religion, and know 
«© hut little of the LoRD's ordinary Way with his People, 
0 which makes them think, that there is no Sorrow like to 
their Sorrow, no Caſe like theirs --- But they will gather 
s Experiences, and the LoR D will teach them, that he is 
++ dealing no otherwiſe with them than he uſes to do with 
6 them that love and fear him.“ | 

There are ſeveral hopeful Appearances in the Rev. Mr. 
Porteous's Pariſh of Monyvard ; ſuch as an unuſual Attention 
to the Word; ſetting up the Worſhip of Gop in many 

Families where it was formerly neglected ; the /etting up, aud 
jncres ſe of praying Societies; and a noticeableConcern among 
many geung Ones, of whom they have rwo Society Meetings. 
; CRIEF. 

There have alſo been for ſome Time paſt publick and 
gdiſcernible Awakenings in the Pariſh of Crizef, where the Rev. 
Mr. Drummond is Miniſter. Several have there fallen under 

| ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual Trouble and Diſtreſs. And ſeveral praying Societies 
are ſetting up there. 

K1itrsyTh, CUMBERNAULD, KIRKINTILLOCK, 

CAursi kz. | 

I have now, this 18th of April, [1743] to add unto the 
preceeding Account of the State of Religion in this Country- 
ſide, that piblict and diſcernible Awakenings continue in this 
Congregation, reaching even ſome of the elder Sort; particu- 
larly yeſterday, when there appear'd a general Concern upon 
the Congregation. Not unto us, not unto us, but unto the 
holy and bleſſed Name of our Gop, the ſole Author of it, 
be all the Glory.---At Cumbernauld the Concern HI contenues 
publick and diſcernible, and new Awakenings from Time to Time. 
--- 'm likewiſe informed that in the Pariſhes of Xirttintilluct 
and Campſie there are Inſtances of new Awakenings. 

Several other CoRNERS. 

Beſides the Places already mentioned in this Narrative, 
where there have been or are yet diſcernible and remarkable 
Awakenings ; there are good Informations from ſeveral other 
Corners, concerning various promifing Tokens for Good, 
which afford probable Evidences not only of ſome Succeſs 
of the Goſpel, but of ſuperiour Degrees of Succeſs, ſurpaſſing 
formerYears ; ſuch as more careful Attendance on Sermons, 
both on Sabbath-Days and Il c- Days, and on Catechiſing- 
More ſeriouſneſs in hearing; more Inclination to Societies 
for Prayer, moſt remarkably, tho” not merely, among the 
younger Sort ; Which ſeems by the divine Blefling, to ſet 
others a thinking: More reſort to Miniſters for private In- 
ſtruction : Religion more the Subject of Converſation : And 
comfortable Accounts given by private Chriſtians, not only 
to their Miniſters, but one another of the Benefit which 
they hope they reap by the Ordinances in their reſpective 
Congregations : As alfo earneſt longing and much fervent 
Prayer, for a greater and more general Reviving. 

Such comfortable Accounts, are not. only from ſome 
Country Congregations, but from ſome of the principal Cities 
of this Land.---At Dundee, Meetings for Prayer, and a pray- 
ing Diſpoſition in them, with Chriſtian Knowledge, do ſtill 
increaſe. Upon the laſt Week of March they had two new 
ones ſet up ſo that they have now above twenty of theſe 
Me tings, and in ſeveral of them between ttventy and thir:y 
Per ſons,--- I here are alſo come to my Hand certain Informa- 


tions, 
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tions, of a promiſing Concern beginning to appear in ſen- 
Congregations in the South we/? Corner of Fife beſides what 
has been at Toryburn---- I have alſo lately Letters from fome 
of the Lord's — from Angus in the North, and near the 
Borders to the Scath-eaft ; expreſſing the moſt earneſt De- 
fires, and longing for ſuch a Reviving, in the Corners where 
they dwell, 
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Thus have we given the Reader Mr. Rog E's general Nay- 
rative of the extraordinary Work in Kilſyth and other 
Congregations as far as has yet come to Hand; to which we now 
add Extracts out of private Letters which came in the laſt Ship 
from SCOTLAND, and therewith cloſe our Accounts from thence 
at preſent. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. MeLAuRIx of 
Glaſgow to 15 Rev. Mr. EDWARDS of Northampton, 
E Aug. 1743. 

> © --- Asto fs State of Things with us, I muſt chiefly 
ON you to thoſe Parts of Mr. Robe's Narrative, I now tranſ- 
mit. Beſides the Places mentioned in thoſe Prints there are 
comfortable Accounts, tho* comparatively ſpeaking © perhaps 
not ſo conſiderable, nor ſo notour concerning ſome Parts of 
the Counties of Roſs and Murray far North, and ſome Parts 
toward the South, about the Borders of Englend, and other 
Parts near th2 Heart of the Land.“ 


( To be continued. ) 


T.U:SS:; PUBL 1.8 B-£-D. 

A% Atftraft of the remarkable Paſſages in the Life 

of a private Gentleman : In three Parts, Relat- 

ing to Trouble of Mind, ſome violent Tempta- 
tions, and a Recovery: In order to awaken the Preſump- 
tuous, convince the Sceptic, and encourage theDeſpondent ; 
With Refletions thereon. The fourth Edition, Sold 
by Joſeph Edwards in Cornbil Bullon. 
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| Remainder of the Extract from Mr. McLaurin's Letter 
zo Mr. Edwards. 


„A Have had more Comfort than I can eaſily expreſs, in 
1 converſing thisSummer with ſome young Men from the 
Eaftern Parts, who ſince the late Revival have turn'd 
their Thoughts towards the Miniſtry; and give good Ground 
to hope that it is from an uncommon Zeal for the Glory of 
God in the Converſion of Souls. Some of them had begun 
other Kinds of Buſineſs ; but they are of ſuch an Age at pre- 
ſent, that, if they are ſpar'd, they will be Voung, I think, when 
they have finiſh'd their Univerſity Education“. 


Extraft of a Letter from the ſame Rev. Gentlcman, viz, 
Mr.McLaukiN, 10 the late Rev. Mr. Coop ER, dated 
alſo at Glaſgow in Auguſt laſt. 


Gla ow, Aug. 9 . 
R. D. B. 0 IR 


I Cannot eaſily expreſs how much I reckon my ſelf indebted 

to you for your laſt Letter, together with what you ſent 
along with it, and the friendly Reſolution you have form'd 
of writing to me more frequently afterwards, which is more 
earneſtly defir*d than you can well conceive. 

After conſidering your Pacquet and ſome others; tho” it 
muſt be regretted that ſo many have diſregarded the Warning⸗ 
given againſt the Things which your Preface to Mr. Edwards's 
Diſcourſe mentions, as Things ** eſteemed to be the Ble- 
miſhes and like to be the Hindrances of the Work there 
ſeems to be no ſmall Ground of Praiſe on the following Ac- 
counts, 1. That at ſuch a Diſtance from the Beginning of 

1. this 
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this Revival there are ſo comfortable Confirmations of the 
Reality andGreatnels of it, from the Per everance of ſo goodly 
Numbers. 2. That ſuch Numbers of the chief. Friends and 
Promoters of the Work have been enabled to behave ſo to- 
wards the-chief Abettors of theſe Hindrances of it, as muſt 
I think, oblige candid People not to confound them, but 
to diſtinguiſh them from one another, as different and con- 
tending Parties ; in which Conflict it is, I hope, a Token for 
Good, that the former have been enabled to mingle ſo much 
Meekneſs, wi.h their Steddineſs againſt the latter. 3. That 
there are ſo hopeful Appearances that this latter Party, and 
particularly ſome of their chief Abettors are not incorrigible; 
but that ſeveral, I would fain hope a goodly Number of them, 
ſeem to be profiting by after Reflection on their Eſcapes: 
What a Pity will it be if ;u/? Retractations, which ought to 
be counted ſo hanourable in fo poor fallible Creatures as we 
are, ſhould bring Contempt on Men for what ought to be 
endearing, and hes / juſt a Claim to Encouragement. 

As to the State of Things Here, I muſt refer you for a good 
many Things to the laſt publiſh'd Parts of my valuable 
Friend Mr. Robe*'s Narrative; whoſe Integrity, Piety and 
Zeal, for the Life and Power of Godlineſs, I endeavour'd, I 
ſuppoſe, formerly to make you acquainted with. 

The Corners where the Revival, with which the Most 
Hr has favour'd us, has appeared moſt remarkably, are 
as follows, (1) CAMBUSLANG to the South of this City, 

where, belides the People of that Congregation itſelf, Num- 
bers from other Places have reap'd ſo much Benefit. (2) 
KiLsYTH and neighbouring Congregations, to the North & Eajt 
of us, to the Number of /x in one of which, viz. Cumber- 
nauld, tho* the Work did not perhaps make ſo very quick 
Progreſs as in ſome others, yet for a long Time it had no 
conſulerable Interruption : And this is the Caſe till fo far as 
I know, nor is it very long ſince I had good Account of it. 
The remoięſt of the fix Congregations I am ſpeaking of are 
not above ten Miles from us, I mean as to their PariſhChur- 
ches. (3) St. NinNIans, a very large and populous Con- 
gregation contiguous to Sterlin (which Town is about 18 
Miles from us) and Gargunmok lying near it. (4) MUTHIL 
about 11 or 12 Miles North from Stirlin, and ſeveral neigh- 
bouring Congregations. I think it was laſt Spring that I had 
credible Information that the Number of the awaken'd in 
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that Corner was reaſonably computed then to amount to about 
or above five Hundred : And the Work there has made con- 
ſiderable Progreſs ſince. It ſeems indeed to be the Corner 
where the Work is at preſent, and has been for ſome Time 
moſt flouriſhing. The Minifter beſides his eminent Piety 
and Solidity, is alſo of conſiderable Age and Experience, 

(5) TORRYBURN and CARNOCK ; of which,at leaſt of the 
former, you have ſomeAccounts from your pious and learned 
young "Correſpondent, 

In May or April laſt, refreſhing Letters came hither from 
a worthy Miniſter at ABERDEEN above 100 Miles North and 
Eaft from us, concerning a Revival in a Corner about 100 
Miles North from them, tho? not therefore 200 Miles North 
from us, in theShire orCounty of Ross. We long'd for Con- 
firmation, which came nat long after, by ſome Miniſters 
from thoſe Parts, who were going to the General Aſſembly, 
but firſt viſited Muthil, Kilfyth and Cambuſlang ; and in their 
Why to the Place laſt mentioned favour'd me with theit 
Converſation, and told that the Revival in their Bounds, 
which had been chiefly remarkable ſince November laſt, ſeem'd 
to extend leſs or more to about fen or eleven Pariſhes : And 
was not attended, at leaſt in any conſiderable Degree with 
the bodily Diſtreſſes which /ome, and indeed but ſome, in our 
it Country have been affected with. Mr. Kobe had pre- 
vail'd on ſome of them to ſend more particular Accounts af- 
terwards, which are much long'd for. Tho' they were ſolid 
cautious Men, far from aByzaſs to hyperbolical Ways of ſpeak- 
ing; it was with uncommon Expreſſions of joyful Admira- 
tion that they diſcrib'd the Satisfaction they had the Friday's 
Evening before I ſau them, in a praying Society of -young Ones 
in the Pariſh of Muthil, before they reach'd the Miniſter's 
Houſe, and about two Miles from it; a Society, through 
divine Mercy, happy under the inſpettion” of a pious and 
zealous Schoolmaſter. 

Beſides the Corners where the Revival has appear'd in a more 
diſcernible Manner, as in the Places firſt mentioned above ; 
there are-good Informations concerning a Number of Places 
as favour'd with comfortable Evidences of a real Revival, 
leſs or more, ſurpaſſing former Years, tho* in a more filent 
ant ſecret May; ſuch as the Increaſe of Attendance on Or- 
dinances, of ſerious Attention to them, of Communicants, 


ef praying Societies, of religious Converſation, and the like 
X x 2 good 
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od Signs, which you will find put together in a Part of the 
ateſt Continuation of the A:l/yth Narrative, Pages 212, 213. 
[ Chriſtian Hiſtory Page 351.] 

No longer ago than yeſterday a Gentleman of a good Cha- 
racter who has been this Seaſon pretty far in the North of 
SCOTLAND in the County of Murray, told me he had taken 
ſome Notes of very good Accounts he got in a Corner there, 
which he kindly promiſed to ſend me after he returns home 
to Fife ; but I fear they may not come to Hand before this 
Veſſel fails, 

In ErinBURGH, they who have beſt Acceſs to know the 
State of Religion there, give from Time to Time very com- 
fortable Accounts of its Progreſs, appearing by various Evi- 
dences which perhaps many who live there, know little or 
nothing about it: tho' indeed there are ſome good Things 
of publict Notoriety, ſuch as the Increaſe of Attendance on 
Ordinances, and of Communicants: It ſeems to me that 
THIs Town comes far ſhort of EDINBURGH as to Progreſs 
in Religion of late; tho” there has been J hope, of a long 
Time, a goodly Number of ſincerely pious Perſons in it, 
Yet as none of the Fruits, eſpecially of the moſt precious 
Fruits of infinite Mercy,ought to be denied or diminiſhed ; it 
muſt be acknowledged, our gracious Lox p has not left us 
Without ſuch Tokens for Good, as thoſe abovementioned, 
I never had near ſo many coming to me for privatelnſtruction 
about the State of their Souls as within theſe two Years. 

Notwithſtanding of Iaſtances of Backflidings, which we 
behov'd always to lay our Account with, efpecially among 
thoſe even in whom the Judgment ofCharity could diſcern lit- 
tle or nothing but mere Conviction, without comfortable 
Evidences of their cloſing with CaRIsT, or their being duly 
intent on that main Point: Yet as to thoſe who gave the 
probable Evidences of ſaving Faith and of Love, according to 
my beſt Informations and Obſervations, ſuch a Number ſeem 
to perſevere as I think may be reckon'd the Generality ; or a 
great Majority, 95 

About the Beginning of this Revival, in conferring and 
reaſoning about it; it was ſometimes argued that tho“ only 
the half, or third Part, or any Part bearing a conſiderable Pro- 

pertion to the whole of ſuch a Number, ſhould evidence Sin- 
cerity by Perſeverance ; it ought to be eſteemed an extraor- 
dinary Inſtance of the Succeſs of the Goſpel ; Now after ſuch 
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4 Diſtance of Time, it is unſpeakable Matter of Praiſe, that 

the Reality of the Work is confirm'd, through Grace, ac- 

cording to the above Remark, by the Perſeverance not merely 

of ſome Part, but of ſo great a Number of the Character 
above hinted**, 

Your affectionate and much obliged humble Servant = 

in our common LORD, Jonas AURIN. 


Extratt of a Letter from the Rev. My. Hamiuron of 
Barony Pariſh, to the Rev. Mr.Pz1nce, dated alſo at 
Glaſgow in Auguſt laſt. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 

6c WE have ſtill bleſſed be Gop good News to write from 
our Parts: Tho there be not ſuch a diſcernable 

Work of Convittion at Cambuſlang and Kilſyth as laſt Year ; 
et I am well informed that much Good is doing at both 
laces : Some are awakened and brought to a Senſe of their 
Sin and Miſery, and many more eſtabliſhed and confirmed in 
the Ways of God, and filled withPeace and Joy in believing. 
Ordinances continue to be much better attended in u of 
our Congregations than formerly. Societies forPrayer are ſtill 
kept up, and in many Piaces encreaſing: All which is Ground 
of much Thankfulneſs. Oppoſers indeed and ſuch as view 
Things ſuperficially, conclude, that all is in a good Meaſure 
over : but they are very much miſtaken ; which a nearer 
View of the Caſe, were they at all inclined to take, would 
eaſily convince them of. But tho? this be the Scituation of 
Things in our Part of theCountry ; yet we are informed upon 
the beſtAuthority, to wit, theMiniſters themſelves concerned, 
that the Work of Gop is prevailing much in other Parts of 
it. At Muthell a Pariſh about thirty Miles Northward of 
Glaſgow, and ſeveral other Places of that Neighbourhood, there 
has been, and ſtill is, a remarkable Diſplay of Gop's Power 
and Grace in the Conviction and Converſion of Sinners. Nay 
we are informed from the County of Ross, a HighlandCoun- 
try near two hundred Miles North of us, by three of their Mi- 
viſters who came to Glaſgmu and Cambuſiang in May laſt ; 
that the ſame bleſſed Work was begun among them, and ap- 
pearing in ten or eleven of their Pariſhes. What Ground of 


Praiſe muſt this be to all who have the Intereſt of CHRIST 
and Religion at Heart ? Ss 
ou 


Glaſgow, Aug; 12th. 1743 
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Lou fee dear Sir, That the ſamellAethodt are uſed to bear 
down this good Work among us that were taken with you: 
Falſhhood, Miſrepreſentation andSlander are all thought juſti- 
fyable in order to bring it into Diſcredit. A friking Inflance 
of which you have in the Letter from a Gentleman in Scotland 
to his Hriend in New-England. The Author bimſelf, p. 14. 
calls it a rambling Kind of Narrative; And I can aſſure you 
that in this he is not miſtaken :. It is wide Rambling indeed, 
and goes exceedingly out of the Paths of Truth. I deſigned 
to have ſent you a few Remarks upon it; but am ſo ſtraitned 
of Time for the Reaſon given before, that I cannot get it 
overtaken. 4 Hur affectienate Brother, 

2 | And very humble Serwaut. 

JohN HAMILTON, 


Evtra® of a Letter from the Reu Mr.Ross of Kilſyth, 
+, #o.the Kev. Mr. Eowaxvs of Northampton. 


ä | Rilfyth, Auguft 16. 1743. 
| Rev. Sir, and very dear Brother, 5 4 Lo Te: 
60 W E acknowledge with Praiſe and Thanks, the LoRD's 
keeping his Work hitherto wth us free from thoſe 
Errors and Diſorders, which through the Subtilty of the Ser- 
pent, and the Corruptions even of good Men, were mixed 
with it in NEw-EnGLAnD. As this was no more juſt 
Ground of Objection againſt what was among you being a 
a real Work of the Holy SPIRIT, than the ſame Things 
were againſt the Work of Gop in Corinth and other Places at 
the f/ 2 524 of the Pagans, and afterwards at the Refar- 
mation from Peopery ; fo the many Adverſaries to this bleſſed 
Work here, have made ufe of all thoſe Errors, Diſorders and 
Blemiſhes againſt it here, as Objections, as if they had really 
been here. The moſt unfavourable Accounts from America, 
the moſt ſcurrilous and bitter Pamphlets, and Repreſentations 
from miſtakingBrethren, were much & zealouſly propagated, 
Only it was over-ruled by Providence, that the moſt of. thoſe 
Letters and Papers dropped what was a real Teſtimony to the 
Goodneſs of the Werk, they deſigned to deſame and render 
odious. Many thinking Perſons concluded from the groſs 
Calumnies forged and ſpread againft the Lok D's Work here 
within a few Miles of them, that ſuch Stories from Ayſe- 
rica could not be much depended upon, "Rn 
| What 
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What you write about the Trial of extraordinary Joys and 
Raptures, by their Concomitunts and Effects, is moſt ſolid; and 
our Practice by all I know, hath been conform to it. It 
hath been in the ſtrongeſt Manner declared, that no Degiee of 
ſuch rapturous Joys evidenced them to be from Gov, unleſs 
they led to GOD, and carried with them thoſe Things which 
accompany Salvation. Such conditional Applications of the 
Promiſe of Grace and. Glory as you juſtly recommend, hath 
been all along our Manner. A holy Fear of Caution and 
Watchfulneſs hath been much preſſed upon the Subjects of 
this Work who appeared to believe through Grace. And 
what is greatly comfortable, and Reaſon of great Praiſe to 
our Gop is, that there is as yet known to me in theſe Bounds 
no certain Inſtance of what can be called Apoſtacy ; and not 
above fourInſtances of any who have fallen into any groſs Sin. 

As to the State and Progreſs of this bleiſed Work here and 
in other Places, it is as followeth. Since the Account given 
in the ſeveralPrints of my Narrative, which I underſtand is or 
will be at Baſtan; the awakening of ſecure Sinners hath and 
doth continue in thisCongregation ; but not in ſuchMultitudes 
as laſt Year ; neither can it be reaſonably expected. What 
is Ground of Joy and Przife is, that there ſcarce hath been tuo 
or three ll ceſs but wherein I have ſeme Inſtance of Perſons newly 
awakened, beſides ſeveral come to my Knowledge who have 
been awakened and appear in a moſt hopeful State, before 
they were known to me. Of which I had an Inſtance Ye/- 
terday of a Girl awakened as ſhe faith in October laſt. I 
have at writing this, an Inſtance of a Heman who appears to 
have attained a good Iſſue of her awakening lait Lear; 
tho“ I ſuppoſed it had come to nothing, through her inter- 
mitting to come to me of a long Time. There is this Dif- 
ference in this Parih betwixt the Awakening /a/f Tear and 
noto ; that none of their Bodies have been affected by their 
Fears in a convulſive or hyſteric Way; and yet the in- 
ward Diſtreſi of ſome of them hath been very ſharp. I have 
ſcen two or three who have fainted under Apprehenſion of the 
Hiding of Gop's Face, or their having received the Lord's 
Supper unworthily. In ſome of the neighbcuring Congregations 
where this bleſſed Work was 4% Yar, there are Inſtanees of 
diſcernable Awakenings this Summer, In the large Pariſh of 
St. NINIANsS to the North of this, IT was witneſs to the a- 
wakening of ſome and converſed with others awakened, midele 
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of Fuly lat. In the Pariſh of Six TRIE to the Ve of St. 
Nix Ans there were ſeveral newly awakened at the giving the 
Lord's Supper, End of July. In Gax d uN N OCR, KIpPEN, 
K1LLERN farther North and Vi, the LorD's Work is 
yet diſcernable. At MUTHEL which is about twenty Miles 
North from this; the Miniſter wrote me about the Midal- 
of Juby, that this bleſſed Work which hath appeared there 
fince laſt Summer as at Cambnſlang, yet continueth ; and hath 
ſpread into other Pariſbes and reacheth even to the Highlands 
bordering upon that Pariſh, | 

I am not without Hopes of having good Accounts of the 
Out-pouring of the HoLy SpIRIT in the Shires of RossE 
and NAIRN among the northermoſt Parts of SCOTLAND. 
There was more than ordinary Seriouſneſs in ſome Pariſhes 
in hearing the Word, and in a Concern about their Souls, 
in the Spring, when I ſaw ſome godly Miniſters from thoſe 
Bounds. This more than ordinary Seriouſneſs in hearing,and 
about Communion Times, is obſervable in ſeveral Parts in 
SCOTLAND this Summer. Societies for Prayer ſetting up 
where there were none, and in other Places increaſing. 
Concern among the Young are in ſome of the leaſt hopeful 
Places in SCOTLAND, particularly in the MEusE near the 
Engliſh Borders. There is a great Likelihood of the Lok p's 
doing Good by the Goſpel in this diſcernable Way in thoſe 
Bounds. Mr. McLaurin, my dear Brother, gives you an 
Account of the Progreſs of this Work to the Veſt of Gr As- 
cow and other Places, There have been very extraordinary 
Aanifelations of the Love of Gop Later foes unto his 
People in the Uſe of the holySupper, and in theDiſpenſation of 
the Mord about that Time, this Summer Which hath made the 
Lok o's People deſire it a ſecond Time in theſe Congregations 
during the SummerSeaſon. It was given here upon the fir 
Sabbath of Fuly, and is to be given here next Lord's Day a 
ſecond Time, upon ſuch a Deſire.” 
Teur affettionate Brother and Servant 

in our deareſi LORD, 


JAMEs RoBE., 


BOSTON: N.E. Printed for Thomas Prince, Jun. A. M. 
at two Shillings new Tenor per Quarter uncover d, and fix 
Pence more newTenor per Quarter cover*d,ſeal'd & dire ed 


excluſive of Poſtage. Of whom may be had all theNumbers 
from the Beginning, 


e e eee 
; THE „ 
Chriſtian Hiſtory: 
Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in England Scotland and America. 
Saturday JANUARY 14. 1743. N 46. 


Extraft of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. William 
M*Culloch iz Scotland to the Rev. Mr. Prince of 
Boſton. 


Cambuſlang, Aug. 12. 1743. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 1 a 798 
Thought to have written you at Large, concerning the 
State of Religion in this Country ; but I ſuppoſe this 
may be done by Mr. Hamilton of Baroney or ſome other. 
Only we have had two very comfortable Sacrament-Occa- 
ſions here this Seaſon ; at both of which there was a vaſt 
Concourſe of People. At one on the 29th of Aay laſt, there 
were about fourteen Hundred Communicants : At another 
laſt Lord's-Day, about 1ws Thouſand Communicants. 


Extratt of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. M*Culloch to 
the Rev. Mr. Edwards of Northampton. 


Cambuſlang, Aug. 13. 1743. 
Rev. and dear Sir, a 
HE happy Period in which we live, and the Times of 

Refreſhing from the Preſence of the LORD, wherewith 
you firſt were viſited in Northampton in the Year 1736; and 
then more generally in New- England,int740,and 1741; and 
then we in ſeveral Places in Scotland, in 1742, and 1742; 
and the ſtrong Oppoſition made to this Work with you and 
with us, check'd by an infinitely ſuperiorPower ; often brings 
to my Mind that Prophecy, Ifai. lix. 19. So fall they feat 
the Name of the LORD from the Weſt, and his Glory from the 


Riſing of theSun : When the Enemy ſhall come in as a Flood. the 
2 2 Spit it 
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Spirit if the LORD ſhall lift up a Standard again/t him. I 
cannot help thinking that his Prophecy eminently points at our 
Times; and begins to be fulfilled in the Multitudes of Souls 
that are bringing in to fear the LoRD, to worſhip Gop in 
CHRIST, in whom his Name is, and to ſee his Glory in his 
Sanctuary. And it is to me pretty remarkable, that-thePro- 
phet here foretells they ſhould do fo in the Period he points 
at, not from Eaſt to Ag, but from Nit to Eaſt ; mention- 
ing the Vet before the Eaſt, contrary to the uſual Way of 
ſpeaking in other Prophecies, as where Malachi foretells, 
that the Name of the LoR D ſhould be great among the Gentiles, 
from the Riſing of the Sun to the Weſt, (Mal. 1.11.) And our 
Lorp JEsus, that many ſhould come from Eaſt and Meſt, &c. 
(Math. 8. 11.) And in this Order it was that the Light of 
the Goſpel came to dawn on the ſeveral Nations in the Pro- 
pagation of it thro* the World. But the Prophet here, under 
the Conduct of the HoLy SrIRIT who chooſes all his 
Words in infinite Wiſdom, puts the Veſt before the Eaſt; 
intending, as I conceive, thereby to ſignify, that the glori- 
ous Revival of Religion, and the wide and diffuſive Spread of 
vital Chriſtianity, in the latter Times of the Goſpel, ; ſhould 
begin in the more we/terly Parts, and proceed to theſe more 
eaſterly. And while it ſhould be doing fo, or ſhortly after, 
great Oppo/itionſhould ariſe, the Enemy ſhould come in as a Flecd: 
Satan ſhould with great Violence aſſault particular believing 
Souls; and ſtir up Men to malign and reproach the Work of 
Gop ; and, it's like alſo, raiſe a terrible Perſecution againſt 
the Church. But while the Enemy might ſeem, for a Time, 
to be thus carrying all before him, the Spirit of the LoRD 
ſhould lift up a Standard againſt him; give a Banner to them 
that fearHim and animate them to diſplay it for the Truth, and 
make his Word mightily to prevail and bear down all oppoſ- 
ing Power. For on what Side ſoever, the Almighty and 
Eternal SPIRIT of JEHOVAH, lifts up aStandard, there the 
Victory is certain; and we may be ſure he will lift it up in 
Defence of his own Work. The Caldee Paraphraſe makes 
the Words in the latter Part of this Verſe, to allude to the 
River Euphrates, when it breaks over all its Banks, and over- 
Zows the adjacent Plains, thus, when Per ſecutors ſhall come in, 
as the Inundation of the River Euphrates, thry ſhall be broke in 


Pieces by the Mord of the LORD. 
The 
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The whole of this Verſe ſeems to me to have an Aſpect to 
the preſent and pat Times for ſome Years. The Sun of Righ- 
1:ouſneſs has been making his Courſe from Vit to Eaſt, and 
ſhedding his benign and quickeninglufluences on poor forlorn 
and benightedSouls in Places vaſtly diftant from one another. 
But Clouds have ariſen and intercepted his reviving Beams. 
TheEnemy of Salvation has broke in as an overflowingFlood, 
almoſt overwhelmed poor Souls newly come into the ſpiritual 
World, after they had got ſome Glimpſe of the Glory of 
CHRIST, with aDeluge of Temptations : Floods of ungodly 
Men ſtirred up by Satan and their naturalEnmity at Religion, 
have affrighted them : miſtaken and prejudged Friends have 
diſown'd them. Many ſuch Things have already befallen 
the Subjects of this glorious Work of Gop of late Years : 
But I apprehend more general and formidable Trials are yet to 
come : and that the Enemy's coming in as a Flood, may re- 
late to a Flood of Errors or Perſecutions of fierce Enemies 
ruſhing in-upon the Church, and threatning to ſwallow her 
up. But our Comfort is, that theSPIR1T of theLoORD of Hoffs 
will lift up a Standard againſt all the combin'd Powers of 
Ear ch andHell and put them all to flight : AndChRIST hav- 
ing begun to conquer fo remarkably, will go on from con- 
quering to conquer, *till the whole Earth be filled with his 
Glory. Rev. 12. 15. Lai. 17. 12, 13. 

I mention theſe Things,dear Sir, not for your Information, 
for I know that I can add nothing to you; but ts ſhew my 
Arreement with you, in what you expreſs as your Sentiments, that 
woat has now been a doing, is the Fore-runner of ſomething. 
va/tly greater, mare pure and more extenſive, and that GoD will 
revive his Wark again, ere ling, and that it will not wholly 
ceaſe, ill it has ſubdued the whale Earth and, without pre- 
rending to prophecy, to hint a little at the Ground of my 
ExpeCtations. Only I'm afraid (which is a Thing you do 
not hint at) that before theſe glorious Times, /ome dreadful 
Stroke or Trial may be yet abiding us. May the LorDp pre- 
pare us forit. But as to this, I cannot and dare not peremp- 
torily determine. All theſe Things I give up to further Light, 
without pretending to fix the Times and Seaſons for Gop's 
great and wonderful Works, which he has reſerv'd in his own 
Power, and the certain Knowledge of which he has lock*d 
up in his own Breaſt, 

| | 2 3 2 Extract 
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Extraft from another Part of the Rev. Mr. Me Lau RIN's 
Letter 40 the late Rev. Mr. Coop ER, dated Glaſgow, 
Auguſt 121b, 1743. 


„TH DrcLlaxAr tro printed in one of your News-Papers 
by a Party who call themſelves Anti-Papiſis, Anti- 
Whiteficl, Sc. may, for any Thing 1 know be genuine: 
but it is by no deans done by the Meſſirs F1/ines or Seceders, 
nor yet by the Body of the o/dSeparati/?s,who re called ſome- 
timesCameroniansor MHountainmen, ſometimes I cAHiillanitesttom 
ther only Minſter, for ſometime,” till they ſeem lie to have 
got Mr. Nairn from the Seceders, and who diſown the preſent 
civil Powers as uncovenanted ; but by a very {mailParty who 
have /eceded from the Body of the Mc MMHillanites and have no 
Minijter at all. I never ſaw one of them that J know of: 
And after inquiring of one who ſhould know more about 
ſuch Things than molt others here, I might ſay, did it not ſeem 
too marvellous, that it ſeems doultſul if the Number of the 
whole Party is more than double the Number of Names of Op- 
poſition in the Title of their Paper. My Informer, a Perſon of 
Gravity and Probity ſeem'd to conjecture there might be 
about a Dozen of them: but perhaps there are more. 
EEESESEEESSEEESEEEELELEELEELEEEELELESESESESESESS 
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Having at preſent cloſed our religious Accounts from 
Scotland, as ſranſinilted by the laſt Ship from tbence; 
we now return to America, and Begin at the\Weſter- 
moit End ef the Britiſh Empire en the Continent, viz. 
the newColony of GEORGIA, (about four ThouſandMiles 
to the Weſtward of Glaſgow :) From wobence oe give 
the following Pieces. 


Extraft of a Letter from a Reſident at the Orphan 
Houle in Georgia 1% bis Friend now at Boſton: 

Betheſda, May 2d. 1743. 

Tarried behindat Gr or 614 while Mr. 17 hitefield went 

J. to ENGLAND. We are now between /ixty and ſeventy 

in Family. The Lonp wonderfully ſupports us in 

eutward Things. But what we hae greateſſ Cauſe to be 


thank» 


GEORGIA. 230656 


thankful for is Hiritua! Food. Since Mr. Ihitefield went 
away, at Times, ſeveral have been converted. But a more 
remarkable Work has been among us within theſe three 
Months. Several Souls have been tranſlated out of the 
Kingdom of Satan into Gop's dear Son's. Such wonderful 
Out-pourings of theSPIRIT we have had, that we may well ſay 


our Wilderneſs is become a fruitful Land, an Habitation of 


Holineſs, a Mount thatGop hath delighted to dwell in. The 
Work does not yet ceaſe; ſeveral are under Concern. Oh! 
that GoD may indeed make us the Joy of the whole Earth ! 


and Oh |! that all the Kingdoms of the Earth may become 


the Kingdoms of our Loxp JESUS CHRIST | 


V. Grant. 


Extras of a Letter from the Rev. Mr.Jos1aH SMITH 
„ Charleſtown in South-Carolina, to the Rev. Mr. 
Prince of Boſton. 
(pert Charleflown, S-Carolina, Octob. 3. 1743. 
Rev. Sir, 


I Take the Liberty of incloſing to you my Sentiments of 
the Orphan-Houſe in GEORGIA ; aſſuring you, þ 4 
are the Reſult of my impartial Judgment, upon the mo 
exact Scrutiny. I have conceived ſo great an Opinion of 
that Inſtitution, that I ſhall do all in my Power to promote it. 
A Copy of ſaid Letter I ſent long ſince to my Rev. and dear 


Brother Mr. Cooper. 


Mr. Suirn's Sentiments of the Orphan-Houſe which 
: he encloſed, are as follow : | 
To the Rev. Mr. William CooPER in Boſton. 
' Rev. and dear Sir, | 
FH AVING lately, to my great Satisfaction, viſited the 
Orphan- Houſe in GEORGIA, I believe it will not be 
diſagreable to you, to have my Sentiments of it thus com- 
municated to the World. | 
J can ſecurely refer you for Particulars to the Letter, your 
Son William wrote you from Betheſda, Fan. Iſt. 1741, 2. 
which was printed in the Baſſon Gazette, April 23d. 1742, as 
a very fair and impartial Repreſentation of Things, as they 
ſtood Then; nor have I obſerved any material Alterations ſince, 
iave only, that their Number is fomewhat dimiſhed, by their 
"34 being 
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being put to Flight when the Colony was invaded, and their 


difcharging ſome hired white Servants, who too much en- 
creas'd their Expences.----I was wonderfully pleas'd with the 
Scituation and admirable Contrivance of the Houfe, with the 
many Accommodations within, and Improvements without 
But rt really requires ſome Maſter of Deſcription, and much 
fironger Language than mine, to convey a full, Idea of the 
CEconomy and religions Rules and Government of the Family.-- 
It conſiſts at preſent of 72 Perſons, 42 of them Orphans and 
O4jers of Charity. The Gentleman who ſuperintends. the 
fecular Affairs of it, ſeems excellently qualified for his Pro- 
vince ; and ſpares no Pains or Fatigue in his Management or 
Proviſion ; animated with a Senſe of Duty, and inſpired with 
a Principle of true Chriſtian Charity.---- The other Gentleman 
who officiates as Preacher, and has the religious Concerns of 
the Houſe peculiarly committed to him, is, I think, a moſt 
ferious and ſpiritual Man, much experienced in the divine 
Life, and ſtudious to promote it in others; and the happy 
Fruits of his Care, Diligence, and fervent Prayers, are un- 
deniably viſible, eſpecially in ſome late Awakenings among 
them. I ſpeak it without Prejudice, I never, to my Know- 
ledge, in any Society whatever, have ſeen more of the Face 
of Religion. Order, Decorum, and Regularity reign Here. 
Solemn Devotion, and focial Harmony, are two of its great 
Beauties. Theſe, with the pleaſingAppearances of Health 
and Contentment, would tempt me to ſpend my whole Life 
among them, did not Providence and Duty point me out 
another Courſe. I know, dear Sir, ſome among you have 
repreſented our dear Mhiteſield as an importunate Beggar :---- 
In this they have unwarily done him Honour; for who can 
be tes importunate in begging for an —_ of Mercy ? --- Such 
this has been to the Souls and Bodies of many already 3 
and ſince I have ſcen it, I think it my Duty to turn Brggar 
too, and upon this Occaſion to recommend it to Chriſtians of 
every Denomination, as oneObje& of their Care and Charity. 
---This I'm ſure is to viſit the Fatherieſs in their Affliction.— 
This makes us Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame. 
Nor do ] call him a Chriſtiun, who eats his Morſel alone, and 
is not glad of every ſuch Opportunity to honour the Lok p, 
with hisSubſtance.---Nog to be further tedious, I can heartily 
recommend this Houſe, as a Seminary of true Piety and good 
Order ; and am not without Hopes, that Providence 5 here 
aying 


<2: 101,080 Rana, 


laying the Foundation of human Lztera/ure- alſo, and that 
Pofterity, if not we our ſelves, will ſee an Academy ariſe in 
Georgia out of an Orphan- Houſe. With my beſt Wiſhes for 
its Proſperity, I-conclude Reverend Sir, 
Your unworthy Brother in the Goſpel. 
Charleſtown, S0-CAROLINA, Josiah SMITH. 


June 5. 1743- 


+. 1 


NE W- ENGLAND. 
Continuation of the State of Religion at Nox r HAUr- 
TON in the County of HAMPSHIRE about @ hundred 
Miles weſtward of Bos ro; By the Rev. Mr. Ep- 
WARDS, in @ Letter to the Rev. Mr. PxIxce, dated 
Dec. 12. 1743- 
cc | ſince the great Work of Gon that was wrought 
here about nine Years ag, there has been a great abid- 
ing Alteration in this Town in many Reſpects. There has 
been vaſtly more Religion kept up in the Town, among all 
Sorts of Perſons, in religious Exerciſes, and in commonCon- 
verſation, than uſed to be before : There has remain'd a 
more general Seriouſneſs ard Decency in attending the pub- 
lick Worſhip : There has been a very great Alteration a- 
mong the Youth of the Town, with Reſpect to revelling, 
frolicking, profane and unclean Converlation, and lewd. 
Songs: Inſtances of Fornication have been very rare: There 
has alſo been a great Alteration amongſt both 9/4 and young 
with Reſpect to Tavern-haunting. 1 ſuppoſe the Town has 
been in no Meaſure ſo free of Vice in theſe Reſpects, for any 
long Time together, for hi faxty Years, as it has been this 
nine Years paſt. There has alſo been an evident Alteration 
with Reſpect to a charitable Spirit to the Poor: (tho* I think 
with Regard to this, we in this Town, as the Land in gere- 
ral, come far ſhort of Goſpel Rules. And tho? after that 
great Work nine Years ago there has been a very lamentable 
Decay of religious Affections, and the Engagedneſs of Peo- 
ple's Spirit, in Religion; yet many Societies for Prayer and 
ſocial Religion were all along kept up; and there were ſeme 
few Inſtances of Awakening and deep Concern about 
the Things of another World, even in the moit dead Time. 
In 
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In the Year 1740 in the Spring, before Mr, WAIT E- 
FIELD came to this Town, there was a viſible Alteration : 
There was more Seriouſneſs, and religious Converſation, eſ- 
pecially among young People : Thoſe Things that were of 
ill Tendency among them were more foreborn : and it was 
a more frequent Thing for Perſons to viſit their Miniſter upon 
Soul Accounts: and in ſome particular Perſons there appear- 
ed a great Alteration, about that Time. And thus it conti- 
nued till Mr. }/þ:itefield came to Town, which was about the 
middle of October following: he preached here four Sermons 
in the Mecting-Houſe, (beſides a private Lecture at my Houſe) 
one on Friday, another on Saturday, and two upon the Sab- 
bath. TheCongregation was extraordinarily melted by every 
Sermon; almoſt the whole Aſſembly being in Tears for a great 
Part of Sermon Time. Mr. Whitefield's Sermons were ſui- 
table to the Circumſtances of the Town; containing juſt 
Reproofs of our Backſlidings, and in a moſt moving and af- 
fecting Manner, making Uſe of our great Profeſſion and great 
Mercies as Arguments with us to return toGop, from whom 
we had departed. Immediately after this the Minds of the 
People in general appear'd more engaged in Religion, ſhew- 
ing a greater Forwardneſs to make Religion the Subject of 
their Converſation, and to meet frequently together for reli- 
= Purpoſes, and to embrace all Opportunities to hear the 

ord preached. "The Revival at fir/? appear'd chiefly among 
Prefeſſors, and thoſe that had entertained the Hope that they 
were in a State of Grace, to whom Mr. J/:tefield chiefly ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf ; but in a very ſhort Time there appeared an 
Awakening and deep Concern among ſome young Perſons that 
looked upon themſelves as in aChriſtleſsState ; and there were 
ſome hopeful Appearances of Converſion; and ſome Profeſſors 
were greatly revived. In about a Month or ſixlVzeks there was 
a ereatAlteration in the Town, both as to the Revivals of Pro- 
feſlors, and Awakenings of others. By the middle of Decem- 
ber a very conſiderable Work of Gop appeared among thoſe 
that were very young ; and the Revival of Religion continued 
to increaſe ; ſo that in the Spring, an Engagedneſs of Spirit 
about Things of Religion was become very general amoneſt 
young People and Children, and religious Subjects almoſt wholly 
took up their Converſation when they were together. 


(To be continued.) 
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The Rev. Mr. Edwards's late additional Account of the 
State of Religion at Northampton continued. 


Company at a private Houſe : Near theConcluſion of the 
Exerciſe one or two Perſons that were re Aue were 
ſo greatly affected with a Senſe of the Greatneſs and Glory 
of divine Things, and the infinite Importance of the Things 
of Eternity, that they were not able to conceal it; the Af- 
ſection of their Minds overcoming their Strength, and hav- 
ing a very viſible Effect on their Bodics. When the Exerciſe 
was over, the young People that were preſent removed into the 
other Room tor religious Conference; and particularly that 
the might have Opportunity to inquire of thoſe that were thus 
affected what Apprehenſions they had; and whatThings they 
were that thus deeply impreſſed their Minds: and there ſoon 
appeared a very great Effect of their Converſation ; the Af- 
fection was quickly propagated through the Room: many 
of the young People and Children that were Pref //ors gr 
to be overcome with a Senſe of the Greatneſs and Glory 
divine Things, and with Admiration, Love, Joy and Ponte 
and Compaſſion to others, that looked upon themſelves as in 
a State of Nature ; and many others at the ſame Time were 
overcome with Diſtreſs about their ſinful and miſerable State 
and Condition ; ſo that the whole Room was full of nothing 
but Out-cries, Faintings and ſuch like. Others ſoon heard of 
it. in ſeveral Parts of the Town, and came to them; and 
what they ſaw and heard there was greatly affecting to them; 
ſo that manv of them were over-power'd in like Manner: 
and it continued thus for ſome Hours; the Time being ſpent 
Aaa in 


| T. the Month of May 1741, a Sermon was preached to a 
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in Prayer, Singing,Counſelling and Conferring. There ſeemed 
to be a conſequent happy Effect of that Meeting to ſevei al par- 
ticular Perſons, and in the State of Religion in the Town in 
general. After this were Meetings from Time to Time at- 
tended with /ike Appearances. But a little after it, at the 
Concluſion of the publick Exerciſe on the Sabbath, I ap- 
pointed the Children that were under ſixteen Years of Age to go 
from the Meeting-Houſe to a neighbour Houſe ; that I there 
might further inforce what they had heard in publick, 
and might give in ſome Counſels proper for their Age. The 
Children were there very generally and greatly affected with 
the Warnings and Counſels that were given them, and many 
exceedingly overcome; and the Room was filled with Cries : 
and when they were diſmiſſed, they, almoſt all of them,went 
home crying aloud through the Streets, to all Parts of the Town. 
The like Appearances attended ſeveral ſuch Meetings of Chil- 
dren that were appointed. But their Affections appeared by 
what followed to be of a very different Nature : in many 
they appeared to be indeed but childiſh AﬀeCtions ; and in a 
Day or two would leave 'em as they were before: others 


were deeply impreſſed ; their Convictions took fait hold of 


them, and abode by them: and there were ſ.me that from 


one Meeting to another ſeem'd extraordinarily affected for 
ſome Time, to but little Purpoſe, their Affections preſently: 


vaniſhing, from Time to Time ; but yet afterwards were 
ſeized with abiding Convictions, and theirAﬀeRions became 
durable. 

About the middle of the Summer, I call'd together the yowrg 
People that were Communicants, from ſixteen to twenty ix! ears 
of Age to my Houſe ; which proved to be a moſt happy Mcet- 
ing : many ſeemed to be very greatly and moſt agreably af- 
fected with thoſe Views which excited Humility, Selſ-Con- 
demnation, Self-Abhorrence, Love and Joy: many fainted 
under theſe Affections. We had ſeveral Meetings that Sum- 
mer of young People attended with like Appearances. It was 
about that Time that there firſt began to be cryings out in the 
Ateeting- Houſe ; which ſeveral Times occaſion'ꝰd many of the 
Congregation to ſtay in the Houſe, after the publickExerciſe 
was over, to confer with thoſe who ſeemed to be overcome 
with religious Convictions and Aﬀections ; which was found 
to tend much to the Propagation of the: Impreffi ns, with 


laſting Effect upon many; Conſerence being at theſe Tinies . 


commonly 
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commonly joined with Prayer and Singing. In the Summer 
and Fall the Children in various Parts of the Town had reli- 
gious Meetings by themſelves for Prayer, ſometimes joined 
with Faſting; wherein many of them ſeemed to be greatly 
and properly affected, and I hope ſome of them favingly 
wrought upon. | 

The Months of Auguſt and September were the moſt re- 
markable of any this Year, for Appearances of Conuictian and 
Converſion of Sinners, and great Revivings, Yuickenings, and 
Comforts of Profeſſors, and for extraordinary external Effects 
of theſe Things. It was a very frequent Thing to ſee an 
Houſe full of Out-cries, Faintings, Conuulſſons and ſuch like, 
both with Di/tre/s, and alſo with Admiration and Foy. It 
was not the Manner here to hold Meetings all Night, as in 
ſome Places, nor was it common to continue 'em *till very 
late in the Night : but it was pretty often ſo that there 
were ſome that were ſo affected, and their Bodies fo 
overcome, that they could not go home, but were obliged 
to ſtay all Night at the Houſe where they were. There was 
no Difference that I know-of here, with Regard to theſe 
extraordinary Effects, in Meetings in the Night, and in the 
Day Time:; the Meetings in which theſe Effects appeared 
in the Evening, being commonly begun, and their extraor- 
dinary Effects, in the Day, and continued in the Evening ; 
and ſome Meetings have been very remarkable for ſuch ex- 
traordinary Effects that were both begun and finiſhed in the 
Day Time. 

There was an Appearance of a gloriousProgreſs of the Work 
of God upon the Hearts of Sinners in Conviion and Conver- 
fin this Summer and Fall; and great Numbers, I think we 
haveReaſon to hope, were brought ſavingly home toCHRIST. 
But this was remarkable, the Work of God in his Influen- 
ces of this Nature, ſeem'd to be almoſt wholly upon a new 
Generation; thoſe that were not come to Years of Diſcre- 
tion in that wonderful Seafon ine Years ago, Children, or 
thoſe that were then Children: Others that had enjoyed that 
former glorious Opportunity without any Appearance of ſav- 
ing Benefit, ſeem'd now to be almoſt wholly paſs'd over and. 
let alone. But now we had the moſt wonderful Work among 
Children that ever was in NORTHAMPTON. The former 
great Out-powering of the SpIRIT was remarkable far In- 
Ayences upon the Minds of Children, beyond all that had 
Aaa?2 ever 
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ever been before; but. this far exceeded that. Indeed as to 
Influences on the Minds of Prefeſſors, this Work was by no 
Means confined to a new Generation: many of all Ages par- 
took of it: but yet, in this Reſpect it was more general on 
thoſe that were of the younger Sort, Many that had former- 
ly been wrought upon, that in the Times of our Declenſion 
had fallen into Decays, and had in a great Meafure left 
Gon, and gone after the World, now paſs'd under a very 
remarkable new Mart of the SpIR IT of Gop, as if they 
had been the Subjects of a /econd Converſion. They were firſt 
led into the Wilderneſs, and had a Work of Conviction, hav- 
ing much greater Convictions of the Sin of b th Nature and 
Practice than ever before, (tho' with ſome new Circumſtan- 
ces, and ſomething new in the Kind of Conviction) in ſome 
with great Diftreſs, beyond what they had felt betore their 
firft Converſion + under theſe Corvitions they were excited to 
ſtrive for Salvation, and the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffer'd 
Violence from ſome of them in a far more remarkable Man- 
ner than before : and after great Convictions andHumblings, 
and Agon:zings with Gop, they had CHRIS diſcovered to 
them anew, as an All- ſuſſicient Saviour, and in the Glories 
of his Grace, and in a far more clear Manner than before; 
and with greater Humility, Self-Emptineſs and Brokenneſs of 
Heart, and a purer and higher Joy, and greater Deſires after 
Holineſs of Life, but with greater Self- Diffdence, and diſtruſt 
of their treacherous Hearts. 

One Circumſtance wherein this Work differed from that 
which had been in the Town five or fix Mars before, was 
that Converſions were frequently wrought more fenſibiy and 
vi/ibly ; the Impreflions ſtionger, and more manifeſt by ex- 
ternal Effects of them; and the Progreſs of the SPIRIT of 
Gon in Conviction, from Step to Step, more apparent; and 
the Tranſition from one State to another more ſenfible and 
plain; fo that it might, in many Inſtances, be as it were 
ſeen by By-ſtanders. The preceeding Seaſon had been very 
remarkable on this Account beyond what had been before 3 
but his more remarkable than that. And in thisSeatun theſe 
apparent or vifible Converſions (if I may fo call them) were 
more frequently in the Preſence of others, at religious 
Meetings, where the 8 of what was wrought on 
the Heart fell under publiek Chiervation, ; 

Alter 
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After September 1741, there ſeem'd to be ſome Abate. 
ment of the extraordinary Appearances that had been ; but 
yet they did not wholly ceaſe, but there was ſomething of 
them from Time to Time all Winter. 

About the Beginning of February 1741, 2. Mr. Bux came 
to this Town ; I being then abſent from Home, and conti- 
nued ſo till about a Fortnight after. Mr. Bur preach'd 
from Day to Day, almoſt every Day, in the Meeting- Houſe, 
(I having left to him the free Liberty of my Pulpit, hearing 
of his deſigned Viſit before I went from Home) and ſpent 
almoſt the whole Time in religious Exerciſes with thePeople, 
either in publick or private, the People continually thronging 
him. When he firſt came, there came with him a Number 
of the zealous People from SUFFIELD, who continued here 
for ſome Time. There were very extraordinary Effects of 
Mr.BueL's Labours ; the People were exceedingly moved, 
crying out in great Numbers in the Meeting- Houſe, and great 
Part of the Congregation commonly ſtaying in the Houſe of 
Go for Hours after the publick Service, many of them in 
uncommon Circumſtances. Many alſo were exceedingly 
moved in private Meetings, where Mr, BUEL was: and al- 
moſt the whole Town ſeemed to be in a great and continual 
Commotion, Day and Night ; and there was indeed a very 
great Revival of Religion. But it was principally among 
Pro ers; the Appearances of a Work of Converſion were 
in no Meaſure equal to what had been the Summer before. 
When I came home I found the Town in very extraordinary 
Circumſtances, ſuch in ſome Reſpects as I never ſaw it in 
before. Mr. BoEL continued here a Fortnight or three 
Weeks after I returned: there being ftill great Appearan- 
ces attending his Labours ; many in their religious Affections 
being raiſed far beyond what they ever had been before : 
and there were /ome Inſlances of Perſons lying in a Sort of 
Trance, remaining for perhaps a whole twenty-four Hours 
motionleſs, and with their Senſes locked up; but in the 
mean Time under ſtrong Imaginations, as tho? they went to 
Heaven, and had there a Viſion of glorious and delightful 
Objects. But when the People were raiſed to this Height, 
Satan took the Advantage, and his Interpoſition in many In- 
ſtances ſoon become very apparent: and a great deal of Cau- 
tion and Pains were found neceſſary to keep thePeople, many 


of them, from running wild, 
In 
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In the Month of March I led the People into a ſolemm pul- 
lick RBNEWAL of their COVENANT with GOD. To that 
End I made a Draught of a Covenant : and firſt propoſed 
it to ſome of the principal Men in the Church ; then propo- 
ſed it to the People in their ſeveral religious Societies, in va- 
rious Parts of the Town ; and then propoſed it to the whole 
Congregation in publick ; and then depoſited a Copy of it 
in the Hands of each of our four Deacons, that all that deſired 
it might reſort to them, and have Opportunity to view and 
conſider it. Then the People in general that were above four- 
teen Years of Age firſt ſubſcribed the Covenant with their Hands, 
and then on a Day of Faſting and Prayer, all together pre- 
ſented themſelves before the Lord in his Houſe, and ſtood 


* up, and ſolemnly manifeſted their Conſent to it, as their 


Vaw to GOD. The CovexnanT was as follows: 


- A Copy of a Covenant enter'd into and ſubſcribed, by 
the People of GOD at Northampton, and own'd before 
GOD in his Houſe, as their Vow to the Lok p, and made 
a ſolemn Att of publick Worſhip, by the Congregation in 
general, that were above fourteen Years of Age, on a 
Day of Faſting and Prayer for the Continuance and In- 
creaſe of the gracious Preſence of GOD in that Place. 
March 16. 1741,2. | 


£6 A Eknowledging Gop's great Goodneſs to us, a ſinful 
unworthy People, in the bleſſed Mamfefations, and 
& Fruits of his gracious Preſence in this Town, both formerly 
* and lately, and particularly in the very late {ſpiritual Re— 
& vival; and adoring the glorious Majeſty, Power, and 
«© Grace of Gop, manifeſted in the preſent wonderful Out- 
c pouring of his SPIRIT, in many Parts of this Land, and 
& in this Place; and lamenting our paſt Backſlidings and 
& ungrateful Departings from Gop; and humbly begging 


Df Gop, that he would not mark our Iniquities, but for 


« CuRISTT's Sake, come over the Mountains of our Sins, and 
c viſit us with his Salvation, and continue the Tokens of 
« his Preſcnce with us, and yet more gloriouſly pour out his 
at bleſſed SPIRIT upon us, and make us all Partakers of the 
„ divine. Bleſſings, he is, at this Day, beſtowing here, and 


* in many Parts of this Land; We do 11s Day i yur | 
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« Selves before the LoR D, to renounce our evil Ways, and 
«« put away our Abominations from before Gop's Eyes, 
e and with one Accord, to Renew our Engagements to ſeek 
« and ſerve Gop : And particularly do new ſolemnly pro- 
«<< miſe and vow to the Lox p as follows. IP 

In all our Converſation, Concerns, and Dealings with 
« our Neighbeur, we will have a ſtrict Regard to Rules of 
«« Honeſty, Juſtice, and Uprightneſs ; that we don't over- 
«© reach or defraud our Neighbour, in any Matter, and either 
« wilfully, or thro* Want of Care, injure him in any of 
C his honeſt Poſſeſſions, or Rights; and in all our Commu- 
«« nication, will have a tender Reſpect, not only to our own 
« Intereſt, but alſo to the Intereſt of our Neighbour ; and 
4 will carefully endeavour, in every Thing, to do to others, 
«« as we ſhould expect, or think reaſonable, that they ſhould 
« do to us, if we were in their Caſe, and they in ours. 

«« And particularly we will endeavour to render to every one 
« hjsDue; & will takeHeed to our ſelves, that we don't wrong 
«© our Neighbour, and give them a juſt Cauſe of Offence, by 
« wilfully, or negligently forbearing to pay our honeſt Debts. 

« And wherein any of us, upon ſtrict Examination of 
tc our paſt Behaviour, may be conſcious to our ſelves, that 
„ we have by any Means, wrong'd any of our Neighbours 
cc in their outward Eſtate ; we will not reſt, 'till we have 
made that Reſtitution, or given that Satisfattion, which 
«« the Rules of moral Equity require: or if we. are, on a 
c ſtrict and impartial Search, conſcious to our ſelves, that 
«© we have in any other Reſpect, conſiderably injured our 
% Neighbour ; we will truly endeavour to do that, which 
„ we, in our Conſciences, ſuppoſe Chriſtian Rules require, 
« in Order to a Reparation of the Injury, and removing the 
&« Offence given thereby. | 

&« And furthermore we promiſe, that we will not allow 
6 our ſelves in Backbrting ; and that we will take greatHeed 
ce to our ſelves to avoid all Violations of thoſe ChriſtianRules, 
& Tit. 3. 2. Speat Evil of no Man. Jam. 4. 11. Speak not 
& Evil one of another, Brethren. And 2 Cor. 12. 20. Left 
« there be S ys Backbitings, WWhiſperings. And that we 
c will not only, not ſſander cur Neighbour, but alſo will not, 
ce to feed a Spirit of Bitterneſs, IIl-Will, or ſecret Grudge 
«© againſt our Neighbour, inſiſt on his real Faults, needlefly, 
« and when not called to it; or from ſuch a Spirit, ſpeak of 
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&« his Failings and Blemiſhes with RNidicule, or an Air ef 


Contempt. 
« And we promiſe that we will be very careful to avoid 


« doing any Thing to our Neighbour from a Spirit of Re- 
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venge. And that we will take great Care that we do not, 
for private Intereſt, or our own Honour, or to maintain 
our ſelves againſt thoſe of a contrary Party, or to get our 
Wills, or to promote any Deſign in Oppoſition to others, 
do thoſe Things whick we, on the moſt impartial Conſi- 
deration we are capable of, can think in our Conſciences, 
will tend to wound Religion, and the Intere/t of CHRisT's 
Kingdom. 

„ And particularly, that fo far as any of us, by divinePro- 
vidence, have any ſpecial Influence upon others, to lead 
them, in the Management of publick Affairs; we will 
not make our own worldly Gain, or Honour, or Intereſt 
in the Affections of others, or getting the better of any 
of a contrary Party, that are in any Reſpect our Compe- 
titors, or the bringing, or keeping them down, our go- 
verning Aim, to the Prejudice of the Intereſt of Religion, 
and the Honour of CHRIS r. 

* And in the Management of any publick Q Fair, wherein 
there is a Difference of Opinions, concerning any out- 
ward Poſſeſſions, Priviledges. Rights or Properties; we 
will not wittingly vialate Juſtice, for private Intereſt : and 
with the greateſt Strictneſs and Watchfulneſs, will avoid all 
unchriſtian Bitterneſs, Vehemence, and Heat of Spirit ; yea 
tho? we ſhould think cur ſelves injured by a contrary Party: 
and in the Time of the Management of ſuch Affairs, will 
eſpecially watch over our ſelves, our Spirits, and our 
Tongues, to avoid all unchriſtian Inveighings, Reproach- 
ngs, bitter Reffectings, Judging and ridiculing others, either 
in publick Meetings, or in private Converſation, either 
to Men's Faces, or behind their Backs; but will greatly 
endeavour, ſo far as we are concerned, that all ſhould be 
managed with Chriſtian Humility, Gentleneſs, Duteineſs 
and Love. 

&« And furthermore we promiſe that we will not tolerate 
the Exerciſe of Enmity and II Mill, or Revenge in our 
Hearts, againſt any of our Neigh, bours ; ; and we will 
often be iii ly ſearching and examining eur Hearts with 


8 5 to that Matter. 
(To be continued.) 
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The Rev. Mr. Edwards's late additional Account of the 
State of Religion at Northampton continued. 


The Remainder of the CovEN ANT. | 

c ND if any of us find that we have an old ſecret Grudge 
A e againſt any of ourNeighbours, we will not gratity 
ce jt, but croſs it, &endeavour, to our utmoſt, to root 

ce it out,crying toGop for hisHelp ; and that we will make 
it our true & faithful Endeavour, in our Places, that a Party 
Spirit may not be kept up amongſt us, but that it may ut- 
„ terly ceaſe ; that for the future we may all be one, uni. ed 


in undiſturbed Peace, and unfeigned Love. 


And thoſe of us that are inYouth,do promiſe never to al- 
« low our ſelves in any youthful Diva ens and Paſtimes, in 
Meetings, or Companies of young People, that we in our 
& Conſciences, upon ſober Comfideration, judge not well to con- 


« //t with, or would / „ fully tend io hinder the devouteſt, and 


e moſt engaged Spirit in Religion; or indiſpoſe ihe Mind for 


c that devout, and profitable Attendance on the Dutics of 
«© the Cloſet, which is moſt agreable to Gop's, Will; or that 


« we in our molt impartial Judgment, can think Yends to 
« rob Gop of that Honour which he expects, by our orcer- 


ce ly, ſerious Attendance on Family-IParſaip. 
& And furthermore we promiſe that we will ſtrictly avoid 
cc all Freedoms and Familiarities in Company, fo tending, ei- 


&« ther to {tir up, or gratify a Luſt of Laſciviouſueſs, that we 


«© cannot in our Conſciences think will be approved by the 


« infinitely pure and holy Eye of Gop ; or that we can 


think on ſerious and impartial Conſideration, we ſrould 
be afraid to practiſe, if we expected in a few Hours to 
appear before that holy GoDp, to give an Account o our 
0 ſelves to him, as fearing they would be condemned by 


© him as unlawful and impure. 
B b b c We 
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«« We alſo promiſe, with greatWatchfulneſs, to perform 
Relative Duties, required by Chriſtian Rules,in theFami- 
lies we belong to; as we ſtand related reſpectively, to- 
wards Parents 1 Children, Huſbands and Wives, Brothers 
and Siſters, Maſters or Miſtreſſes and Servants. 

« And we now appear before GOD, depending on diving 
Grace and Aſſiſtance, ſolemnly to devote our whole Lives, 
to be Jaboriouſly ſpent in the Buſineſs of Religion : ever 
making it our greateſt Buſineſs, without backſliding fr m 
ſuch a Way of living; not hearkening to theSolicitatiuns 
of our Sloth, and other corrupt Inclinations,or the T. up- 
tations of the World, that tend to draw us off from it; 
and particularly, that we will not abuſe an Hope, or Opi- 
nion that any of us may have of our being intereſted in 
CHRIST, to indulge our ſelves in Sloth, or the more eaſily 
to yield to the Solicitations of any ſinful Inclinations ; but 
will run with Perſeverance, the r that 1s ſet before us, 
and work out our ownSalvation with Fear and Trembling, 
And becauſe we are ſenſible that the keeping theſe ſo- 
lemn Vows may hereafter, in many Caſes, be very con- 
trary to our corrupt Inclinations,and carnal Intereſts ; we 
do now therefore appear before Gop, to make a Surren- 
der of all to him, and to make a Sacrifice of every carnal 
Inclination, and Intereſt to the great Buſineſs of Religion, 
and the Intereſt of our Souls. 

And being ſenſible of our own Weakneſs, and the De- 
ceitfulneſs of our own Hearts, and our Proneneſs to forget 
our moſt folemn Vows, and looſe our Reſolutions ; we 
promiſe to be often /tri*tly examining our ſelves by theſe Pro- 
mi ſes, eſpecially before the Sacrament of the Lo Rx D's Supper; 
and beg of Go o that he would, for CHRIS T's Sake, keep 
us from wickedly diſſembling in theſe our ſolemn Vows ; 
and that he who ſearches our Hearts, and ponders the 
Path of our Feet, would from Time to Time help us in 
trying our ſelves by THis COVENANT, and help us to 
keep Covenant with him, and not leave us to our own 
fooliſh wicked and treacherous Hearts. 


In the Beginning of the Summer 1742, there ſeem'd to be 


ſome Abatement of the Livelineſs of People's Affections in 
Religion: But yet many were often in a great Height of 
them. And in the Fall and Hinter follow! ing there were at 


Times 
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Times extraordinary Appearances. But in the General Peo- 
ple's Engagedneſs in Religion and the Livelineſs of their Af- 
fe lions have been on the Decline: and /ome of the young 
People eſpecially, have ſhamefully loſt their Livelineſs and 
Vigour in Religion, and much of the Seriouſneſs & Solemnity 
of their Spirits. But there are many that walk as becometh 
Saints ; and to this Day, there are a conſiderable Number in 
the Town that ſeem to be near to Gop, and maintain much 
of che “Liie of Religion, and enjoy many of the ſenſible Tokens 
and Fruits of his gracious Preſence. 

With Reſpect to the late Seaſon of Revival of Religion 
amongſt us, for three or four Years paſt; it has been obſer- 
vable, that in the former Part of it. in the Years 1740, and 
1741, the Work ſeem'd to be much more pure, having leſs 
of a corrupt Mixture, than in the former great Out-pouring 
of the Spirit in 1735, and 1736. Perſons ſeem'd to be ſen- 
ſib'e ef their former Errors, and had learnt more of their own 
Hearts, and Experience had taught them more of the Tenden- 
Cy and Conſequences of Things : They were now better 
guarded, and their Affections were not only greater, but at- 
tended with greater Solemnity, and greater Humility and Self- 
Diſtruſt, and greater Engagedneſi after holy Living and Per ſe- 
verance; and there were fewer Errors in Conduct. But in 
the latter Part of it, in the Vear 1742, it was otherwiſe : The 
Work continued more pure 'till we were infected from 
abroad: our People hearing, and ſome of them ſeeing the 
Work in other Places, where there was a greater viſible Com- 
motion then here, and the outward Appeazances were more 
extraordinary; were ready to think that the Work in thoſe 
Places far excell'd what was amongſt us; and their Eyes 
were dazled with the highProfeſſion and greatShew that ſome 
made who came hither from other Places. 

That thoſe People went ſo far beyond them in Raptures 
and violent Emotions of the Affections, and a vehement 
Zeal, and what they called Boldneſs for CHRISsFH; our Peo- 
ple were ready to think was owing to their far greater At- 
tiinments in Grace, and Intimacy withHeaven : They look'd 
little in their own Eyes in Compariſon of them, and were 
ready to ſubmit themſelves to em, and yield themſelves up 
to their Conduct, taking it for granted that every Thing was 
right that they ſaid and did. Theſe Things had a ſtrange In- 
fluence on the People, and gave many of them a deep and 

"BSD 2- - unhappy 
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unhappy Tinture, that it was a hard and long Labcur to de- 
liver 'em from, and which ſome of them are not fully deli- 
vered from to this Day. 

The £ fects and Conſequences of Things amongſt us plainly 
ſhews the following Things, vis. That the Degree of Grace 
is by no Means to be judged of by the Degree of 7oy, or the 

S gree of Zeal; and that indeed we can't at all determine 
by theſe Things, who are gracious and who are not ; and 
thit it is not the Degree of religious Affections, but the 
Nature of them that is chiefly to be looked at. Same that 
bave had very great Raptures of Joy, and have been extra- 
ordinarily fill'd, (as the vulgar Phraſe is) and have had their 
Bodies overcome, and that very often, have manifeſted far 
leſs of the Temper of Chriſtians, in their Conduct ſince, than 
ſome others that have been ſtill, and have made no great 
outward Show. But then again there are many others, that 
have had extraordinary Joys and Emotions of Mind, with 
frequent great Effects on their Bodies, that bias: them- 
ſelves ſtedfaſtly, as humble, amiable, eminent Chriſtians. 

Lis evident that there may be great religious Affections, 
that may in Shew and Appearance imitate gracious Aﬀec- 
tions, and have the ſame Effects on their Boaies, but are fer 
from having the ſame Effect in the Temper of their Minds, 
and Cgurſe of their Lives. And likewiſe there is nothing 
more manifeſt by what appears amongſt us, than that the 
Goodneſs of Perſons State is not chiefly to be judged of by 
anv exactneſs of Steps, and Method of Experiences, in what 
is ſuppoſed to be the firſt Converſion 5 but that we muſt 
judge more by the Spirit that breathes, the Ehe wrought 
on the Temper of the Soul, in the Time-of the Work, and 
remaining afterwards To? there have been very few In- 
ſtances among Profeſſors amongſt us, of what is ordinarily 
called ſcandalous Sin, known to me; yet the Temper that 
ſome of them ſhew, and the Behaviour they have becn of, 
together with ſome Things in the Kind and Circumftances of 
their Experiences, make me much afraid leaſt there be a 
confiderable Number that have wofully deceived themſclves. 
Tho? on the other Hand, there is a great Number whoſe 
Temper and Converſation is ſuch as juſtly confirms the Cha- 
rity of others towards them; and not a few in whoſe Diſpo- 
fition and Walk, there are amiable Appearances of eminent 
Grace, And notwithſtanding all the corrupt Mixtures that 
liave 
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have been in the late Work here; there are not only many 
bleſſed Fruits of it in particular Perſons, that yet remain, but 
ſome good Effects of it upon the Town in general. A Party- 
Spirit has more ceaſed : ] ſuppoſe there has been leſs Appea- 
rance theſe three or gur Years paſt, of that Diviſion of the 
Town into two Parties, that has long been our Bane, than 
has been theſe thirty Years 3 and the People have apparently 
had much more Caution, and a greater Guard on their Spirit, 
and their Tongues, to avoid Contention and unchriſtianHeats, 
in Town-Meetings and on other Occaſions. And 'tis a 
Thing greatly to be rejoyced in, that the People very lately 
have come to an Agreement and final Iſſue, with Reſpect to 
their grand Controverſy, relating to their Common Lands ; 
which has heen above any other particular Thing, aSource of 
mutual Prejudices, Jealouſies, and Debates, for fifteen or 
ſixteen Years paſt. The People are alſo generally of late in 
ſome Reſpects conſiderably alter'd and meliorated in their No- 
tions of Religion: particularly they ſeem to be much more 
ſenſible of the Danger of re/ting in old Experiences, or what 
they were Subjects of at their ſuppoſed firſt Converſion; and 
to be more fully convinced of the Neceſſity of forgetting the 
Things that are behind, and preſſing forward, and maintain- 
ing earneſt Labour, WWatchfulneſs and Preyerfulneſs as long as 
they live. 
NoRTHAmPToON, Decemb. 
12. 1743. 
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Account of the Rev. Mr. HALE of NREWBZU Rx, as ſent 


to the Preſs by the Rev. Mr. W1cGLESWORTH of 
Ipswica. 


Byfield in Newbury, January 11. 1743- 


ON Friday Night laſt died, and this Day was attended to 
his Grave, the Rev. Mr. MosEs Hart, our Paſtor ; 
after having /abour'd among us in the Word and Doctrine about 
orty one Tears, and ſuſtained the Paſtoral Relation to this 
Church thirty ſeven Years, himſelf being in the ſixty fixth Near 
of his Age. | 
During which Term he has been an orthodox and lively 


Preacher of the great Truths of Religion, and a S:ldter of 
CarisT, 


g 


1 
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Cunts, the Weapons of whoſe Warfare have been mighty by 


GOD to the pulling down of Satan's ſtrong Holds : an Am- 
baſſador for CHRIST, who hath not only prevailed with man 
of his Hearers to be reconciled unto GOD ; but hath been 
many Times ſucceſsful in perſwading them to be at Peace 
one with another. 

His natural Temper had ſomething of Quickneſs in it; but 
then his ſecond Thoughts and Expreſſions uſually were ſuch, 
as diſcovered much of a Spirit of Meekneſs & Forgiveneſs. 

He readily acknowledged the Agency of the SpIRIT of Gon 
in the late religious Motions, bleſſed Gop for them as his 
gracious Wark, and ſet himſelf ſtrenuouſly to promote it: 
And tho' he ſaw Cauſe to bear Teſtimony againſt ſomeE xceſſes, 
wherewith he apprehended the Devil was ftriving to blacken 
the beautiful Scene ; yet he continued to the laſt in his Opi- 
nion, that it had been a Day of CarisT's Power. 

Since his Seizure by the Diſtempers that have prov'd mor- 
tal to him (which were the 4/hma and Dropſy) he often ex- 
preis'd his ſteady Adherence to, and Reliance on that SA vi- 
OUR, to whom he had committed his eternal Concerns ; 
but withal his longing after further Manifeſtations of his 
Love ; and this hisDefire was granted: for it was obſervable, 
that the nearer the Enemy approach'd him, the more intrepid 
he 2rew ; and in ſome of his laſt Words, he declar'd him- 
ſc'f to be full of the Spirit of Conſolation. 

A greatMultitude,from this and the neighbouringPariſhes, 
did him Funeral Honour ; and his grateful Flock handſomely 
contributed to the Charges of it. 

He has left behind him a ſorrowful 7/7dow, with ſix Chil- 


dren, viz. two Sons and four Daughters: May Gop eſtab- 
. liſh his Covenant with them. 


— 
RY 
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Revival of Religion at Po TSMOUTH the chief I own 
in the Province of New-HaMySHikg in NRW- Ex- 
IAN D, about ſixty four Miles North North Eaſtward 
of Bos ron: In a Letter from the Rev Mr. WILLIAM 
SHURTLEFF, Paſtor of the 2d4Church in ORTSMOUTR, 
to the late Rev. Mr. CooPER, 


Ta 
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To the Reverend Mr. WILLIAM Coo ER. 
Port ſmoutb, in New-Hampſhire, June 1. 1743. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 5 
As it has pleaſed a ſovereign Gop in the late Revival of 
Religion, highly to favour us, in this Part of the Land, 
and to make us Sharers in thoſe heavenly Showers, with 
which he has been watering theſe northern Colonies ; I have 
been ſometimes ready to queſtion, whether it would not 
diſcover want of Gratitude to the free and bountiful Diſpen- 
ſer of theſe rich, and invaluable Bleſſings, and ſo be affron- 
tive to him, as well as offend the Generation of Gop's Chil- 
dren, not to publiſh with the Voice of Thankſgiving, and tell 
of his wondrous Works. | 
But partly from too great a Backwardneſs to enter upon 
a Buſineſs of this Nature, and partly becauſe of having ſo 
much other Work conſtantly upon my Hands, I have neg- 
lected it as yet: And now I feel ſuch a prevailing Fear of 
overdoing, that I am ſenſible I ſhall fall under Cenſure as err- 
ing on the other Hand by ſome that are well acquainted with 
our State : But the following brief and general Account ſuch 
as it is, you may communicate to whom you pleaſe z and 
if you have not a more particular and compleat Narrative 
from ſome other Hand, and think the making this publick 
will be of the leaſt Service to the Cauſe and Kingdom of our 
dear REDEEMER; don't let the Reproach it may upon one. 
Account or other bring upon me, be any Obſtruction to it. 
You are doubtleſs in ſome Meaſure acquainted with the 
Character, which the People of this Town have heretofore 
generally ſuſtained. They have I think been remark'd by 
Strangers for their Politeneſs in Dreſs and Behaviour ; have 
been thought to go beyond moſt others in equal -Circumſtan- 
ces, if not to exceed themſelves, in their ſumptuous and 
elegantLiving,and Things of a like Nature : and while they 
have been juſtly in Repute for their generous and hoſpitable 
Diſpoſition, and for many ſocial Vertues ; Diverſions of 
various Kinds have been much in Faſhion, and the Vices 
that have been uſual inSea-Port and trading Places, have been 
common and prevalent among us. We have I truſt never 
been without a Number of ſincere and ſerious Chriſtians : 
but even theſe wiſe Virgins have flumber'd and flept : and as 
to the generally of Profeſſors, they have ſeem'd for a great 
while to content themſelves with an empty Form, and there 
has been but little of the Life andPower of Religion to _ ſeen. 
deed 
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Indeed" the great Earthquake in the Year 1927, that put 


21 the whole Country into ſuch a Surprize, was a Means of 


awakening a great many here: and as to ſome, there is Rea- 
fon to think the Impreſſions have remain'd ; but as to 
bigger Part, it was not long before they evidently” wore off, 


= defore they fell into their former ſleepy and ſecure State; 


and this has been generally the Caſe till of late. 

Mr. WHITEFIELD's coming among us, and alſo Mr. 
TESNENT s, was I am perſwaded bleſs'd of Gop ; and their 
Preaching made inſtrumental of putting a great many upon 
ſhaking off their heavy Slumbers: and how reproachtull 
ſoever any may ſpeak of them, and their Itinerancy; 1 — 
needs look upon their Travelling this Way as a favourable 
Providence, and that for which we owe abundant Thankſgrv- 
mgsto' the Gor of all Grace. 1155 
As there had been for ſome Time a rowing Concern a- 
mong us, as to Things of a religious Þ ature, and a remar- 
kable Work of Goy's Grace going on in many Parts of the 
Land; the Miniſters of this, and ſome other of the neigh- 
bouring Towns agreed upon'obſerving'a monthly Faſt,in our 
reſpective Congregations, to ſeek for the like Blefling. 
When the Solemnity was attended in this Town, which was 
on Wedneſday November 25th 1741; as ſoon as the After- 
nen Service was ended, One cried out in a Tranſport! of Joy, 
and Others diſcover'd a great deal of Diftreſs, * The People 
did. not care to diſperſe ; inſomuch that there was another 
Sermon in the Evening; and a great Number of them, and 
ſome of the Miniſters with them ſtay'd *till in was late in the 
Place of public Worſhip. The next Day a Sermon was again 
preach'd in Public, and had an unuſual Efficacy upon "the 
Hearers. The Day after we had two, or three Exerciſes,and 
the Congregation great Part of it continued together till 
late at Night. 

Tuis Farina: was the moſt dender Day that was 
ever known among us. The whole Congregation ſeem'd 
deeply affected: And there was ſuch a general Outci;, in ſome 
from a diſtreſſing Sight of their Sins, and in others frem a 

joyful Senſe of the Love of CRT; that could not but 
put a great many in Mind of the Appearing of THE SON or 
Man, and of the different E xclamatiens that ſhall be heard 
from the Inhabitan ts of the World when they ſhall /, Him 
coming in the Cliuds of Heaven, in Power, and great Glory. 


0 To be continued.) 
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Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in England Scotland and America. 
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The Rev. Mr. ShurTLEFt's Acrount of the Revival of 
Religion at Portſmouth inNew-Hampſhire continued. 


ND here, upon my making mention of this ſolemn and 
awful Event, I am led to relate aCircumftance ; which 
tho? but ſmall and inconſiderable in itſelf, ſeem'd to 

be over-rul'd by Gop to ſerve great and good Purpoſes ; 
and upon this Accotiht may be worthy of Notice. 
Late in the Evening of the ſume Day, befote the Body 
of the People had left the Place of publiek Worſhip; the 
Chimney of an Houſe that ſtood neat to it happening to take 
Fire and blaze out to an uncommonDegree : upan the ſadden 
Appearance of the Light breaking in at the ſeveralWindows, 
there was a Cry made, tbat CHRIS TH was coming to Fudg- 
ment: Which being really believ'd by a great many, ſome 
that were not before ſo much affected as others, were put 
into the deepeſt Diſtreſs, and great Numbers had their Con- 
victions hereby ſtrengthned and confirmed. | | 
I am not ſo unatquainted with the World as to be inſenſi- 
ble with how thuch Derifion ſuch a Relation as this is likely 
to be entertained by a great many of the Humouriſts of the 
Age: But, I think this a Thing little to be regarded: 
| Tho? I wiſh'to God that ſuch Perſons might be brought, for 
their own fakes,to think more of this great and terrible Day of 
the Loxp; and that they would conſider, if the Appreben- 
fion of its Approach be ſo very ſtartling to a carnal World, how 
vaſt would be their Horror and Amazement when it ſhall 
aFtually arrive. This would be of good Uſe to check their 
Diſpoſition to ridicule, to reſtrain them from their vain and 
wicked Feftings, and from a great many Things which if in- 
dulg*d muſt needs add to their Terrer in that Day. And 
howevet diſtaſteful the rg ſuch low Occurrences, may 
abs e © Ss be 
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be to ſome nice and curious Palates now, I make no doubt 
but Things of a like Nature will afford an infinite Satis- 
faction to the Saints hereafter : that it will give them a vaſt, 
and inconceivable Pleaſure, when they get to Heaven, to 
have the Beauty. of Divine PROVIDENCE laid open to 
their View; To hear and ſee how ſome Events that 
are ſcemingly inſignificant, and appear perfectly caſual, have 
been order'd out in infinite Wiſdom, and made ſubſervient 
to very great, and excellent Deſns : and how a bare Ima- 
 ginaticn, and miſtaken Apprehenjion of Things has been fo 
. far ſet home, and made ſuch Impreſſions upon a great many, 
as to be a Means of their ſaving Converſion to Gop. 

But to return from this Digreſſion, which I have been led 
- further into, than I was aware of. 

As I was call'd abroad upon the Day next enſuing what I 
laſt mentioned, it was ſuprizing to obſerve the Seriouſneſs 
that appear'd in the Face of almoſt every one I occaſionally 
met with : and it ſeem'd as if there was hardly any ſuch 
Thing as entring into a Houſe in which there was not ſome 
poor wounded and diſtreſs*d Soul; and where there was not 
a greater or leſs Degree of Concern in all belonging to it, as 
to their ſpiritual and eternal State. It was very affecting to 
be call'd into one Family after another, as I was going along 
the Strect, and entreated not to leave them till Prayer had 
been ſolemnly offer'd up to Gop on their Behalf. A divine 
Power was then ſo plainly to be ſeen in what had come to 
paſs among us, that there was hardly any that dare open- 
ly and expreſly deny it. As for thoſe who thro* their 
own prevailing Corruptions, or the Inſinuations and Perſua- 
ſions of others ſoon grew into a Diſlike of it, and have ſince 

one ſo far as to pronounce the whole of it a Scene of 
E, and to look upon all as a Deluſion; their very 
Countenance and Behaviour then plainly ſpoke the awful Ap- 
prehenſions they were under of its being from Gop. 
As we had Preaching for ſome Time upon every Day; fo 

we were greatly oblig'd to ſeveral of the neighbouring Mini- 
„ers, who readily granted us their Aſſiſtance, till prevented 
by Indiſpoſition of Body, * or *till the State of their own 
Flocks requir'd them at Home. 


— CE 


* The Rev. Mr. BLUNT of New- Caſtle, whilit Jabouring 
with great Diligence and Zeal was taken ſick, and contl- 
nued ſo for ſome Time among us. It 
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It was ſoon after this, having in a few Lines acquainted , 


YOU Þ with our State, and requeſted You would take this 
Opportunity to make us a Viſit ; that Zou came to us, and 
that as I truſt in the Fulneſs of the Gofpel of CHRIST. As 


eu were call'd to miniſter in public almaſt upon every Even- 


ing during your near threelll tels Stay ainong us; you can't but 
ſce Reaſon to acknowledge to the Glory of God's Grace, 
that he was pleas'd to own and bleſs your iniftry : that as 
ſome were prick'd to the Heart under your Preaching, many 
others were fill'd with Peace and Jey in belitving. And as 
the People here have a grateful Remembrance of your Fork 
of Faith, and Labour of Love; I am well aſſur'd they have 
ſince been many of them making mention of you in their 
Prayers, as well as giving Thanks to GoD on your Behalf. 


We continued in much the fame State thro? the N inter, that 


we were in when you left us. Our Aſſemblies were alꝛbays 
throng'd, and the Number of Commeericants from Time to 
Time greatly inereas'd. | 

Sometimes when a Diſcourſe was very pathetical in itſelf, 
and in the Manner in which it was delivered, the Congrega- 
tion would be but little mov'd ; and at other Times when 
it was 1% ſo, there would be a conſiderable Stir. 

And here, as there have been various Reports ſpread abroad 
cohcerning the great Stre/s that many have laid upon Out- 
cries, and ſuch like publick Appearances ; I think it proper 
to declare that the People here have been inſtructed to the 
comtrary : that they have been taught from the Beginmog, 
that they ought always to avoid them, when it could be 
done without great Inconvenience to themſelves, and never 
needleſly obſtruct the Attention of others. That as Perſons. 
might be effectually wrovght upon by the Word, without any 
Thing of this Nature; ſo they may be put into an uncom- 
mon Degree of Terror, and fill'd with a great deal of Joy, 
under the hearing of it, and yet continue Strangers to a real, 
and faving Change. And left any ſhould be fo horridly pre- 
ſumptuous, as to feign any thing of the one, or the other ;. 
they have been publickly and privately admoniſh'd of the dar- 


ing Wickedneſs of ſuch a Practice, and of the Danger they 
would hereby be brought under of being ſuddenly made 


Monuments of divine Vengeance. 


mn. 


t Mr. SHURTLEFF means the late Rev. Mr. COOPER. 
Cee But 
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But that ſuch as have ever read the As of the Apoſtles, that 
have there ſeen the Apoſtle PeTER's Hearers ſo many of 
them, prict'd at the Heart, and heard them ſaying in the 
Agony of their Souls, Man and Brethren, what ſhall we do? 
and that have ſeen the Roman Governour trembling in the 
Manner that he did under the preaching of the Apoſtle PA ui 
his Priſoner ; or that any who have read the well-atteſted 
Accounts of this Nature that are related by the credible 
Author of the fulfilling of the Scripture ; or that have fo 
much as ſeen a poor Sinner deeply diſtreſs'd under the Bur- 
den of his Guilt ; ſhould think it ſtrange, and even a Thing 
incredible, for any to be put under ſuch a Commotion of 
Soul under the Miniſtry of the Word, as not to be able to 
forbear making a publick Diſcovery of it; has ſometimes fill'd 
me with Surprize. 

And vet I am ſenſible that ſome well diſpoſed Perſons have 
been ſtumbled at Things of this Kind. I know an In/kancs 
of thi Nature, in one of our own Church; a Perſon of a 
good Capacity, and of conſiderable Reading and Knowledge 
in divine Things, who for ſome Time entertain'd latent Pre- 
judi ces againſt the late religious Commotions, 'more particu- 
larly on Account of Perſons ſveaking out in Publick, and could 
not be perſwaded but that they might eaſily avoid it, till Ex- 
perience taught him to the contrary. Upon the Morning of 
a Sabbath, a Day when the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
was to be adminiſtred ; ; juſt at the cloſe of his ſecret Devo- 
tions, (as he afterwards told me) he had his Sins diſcover'd 
to him in ſuch a Manner as they never were before, and an 
uncommon Darkneſs and Horror fell upon him. In this for- 
rowful and diftreſs*d State, he went to the Houſe of Gop. 
When the Celebration of the Sacrament came on, he had 
coniderable Reaſonings in his Mind concerning his Tarrying, 
and at length concluded to ſtay, but could not preyail with 
himſelf to receive. As ſoon as the Adminiſtration was over 
he could no longer forkear /p-ating in the Grief and Bitter: 
neſs of his Soul, and breath'd out his Complaiats to Gon 
in ſuch a Manner as drew Tears from almoſt every Perſon 
preſent; and has ſometimes ſince been conſtrain'd to break 
out into ſome ſhort Eapreſcans. He was under a great deal of 
Concern for his Soul whi/e Toung, and put upon an early 
Reformation of his Life : He has deſervedly had the Character 


of being ng Arie? juft in his Dealings, and has heen a conſtant 
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and eddy Obſerver of the Duties of divine Worſhip, in his 
Cloſet, in his Family, and in Publick : But has been con- 
vinc'd that he has built too much upon theſeThings, and never 
till of late had the corrupt Fountain of his own Heart ſuffi» 
ciently laid open to his View. And from what he has now 


ſeen of himſelf, he has declar'd to me, that tho* he has 


ſometimes been in tome Meaſure affected with the unkind 
and cruel Uſage of the bleſſed IE Sus, and not been without 
ſome ſort of Indignation againſt his Oppoſers, Perſecutors, and 
Murgerers ; that yet if he had liv'd in their Day, and been of 
the ſame Temper of Mind that he was when this Work 
fiiſt began among us, he is perſwaded he ſhould have ap- 
proud of them, if not made one among them. 

We are not without In/tances of other Profeſſars who have 
been put off from their former Foundation ; andOthers who 
if their Hearts were before right with GOD, have been greatly 
guic tend, and made more fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 
LORD. | ak 

But a great Part of thoſe that have been remarkably 
wrought upen, are ſuch as before had very little if any Thing 
of the Form and Appearance of Religion : and among theſe 
the divine Sovereignty has been very illuſtrioufly diſplay'd. 
Some of thoſe whom we truſt are ſavingly brought home, are 
ſuch as have wander'd far from Gop. Some that have been 
very ignorant, and unthinking Perſons, and ſome very young. 
They many of them, upon their firſt being brought under 
Conviction, manifeſted a deep Senſe of their original, as well 
as actual Sins; complain'd ſadly of the HYickedneſs of their 
Hearts, and bewail'd their Sin in rejeting and making light 
of a SAVIOUR. There have been ſome [n/lances of young 
Perſons that have ſpoken feelingly of theſe Things, who have 
ſeem'd to have had but little humane Inſtruction, and ſeldom 
to have been where ſuch Things have been the Subjects 
of Diſcour ſe, 1 

As was at firſt fear'd and expected, it muſt be confeſs'd 
that ſo it has happened to /me that were brought under a 
ſerious Concern for their Souls, that they have fallen off 
from their goodBeginnings,and are the ſamePerfons that they 


were before: and there are others who continuing under Con- 


vi:tions, ſeem to have proceeded no further. But there is a 
conſiderable Number who are exhibiting all the Evidence that 
can he expected, of a real Conver ſion to God. : 
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I am not inſenſible that there are thoſe that repreſent Things 
in a different Light ; who would fain have it, that all that 
are look'd upon as Converts are nothing more than Im- 
poſtors : and there are many Reports induſtrioufly ſpread 
abroad, to the Diſadvantage of ſome of the moſt remarkable 
of them: But upon a thorough Inquiry, I am perſwaded theſe 
Reports would be found to be withiut any juſt and ſufficient 
Foundation; and that there is no impartial and experienced 
Perſon, but would he make the Trial, upon a free and inti- 
mate Converſation and Acquaintance with them, would fee 
Reaſon to acknowledge them as fAtady and exemplary 
Chriſtians. 

As to the Place in general; that there is an Alteration in it 
for the better, muſt I think needs be own'd by every un- 
prejudic'd Obſerver. That there is not that profane Cur/ing 
and Swearing, which has formerly been uſual, has been ac- 
knowledged by ſome who are far from being well affected to 
the preſent Times. That theSaZbath is more ſtrictly obſerv'd, 
is out of all manner of Diſpute. Family Worfhip where it 
was neglected, in a variety of Inſtances is now ſet up. 
Some that were manifeſtly of a narrow, ſelfiſh and worldly 
Spirit, and ſeem'd unwilling to part with any Thing of 
what they poſleſs'd to any good and charitable Uſe whatſo- 
ever; appear now to have their Hearts much enlarg'd, and 
are ready to diſtribute of their Subſtance, as the Honour of 
Gop and the Wants of their Fellow-Chriſtians have call'd 
for it. Many that have dealt diſhoneſtiy, have not only ac- 
kanwleg*d the M rongs they have done, but made Reflution 
for them. Muſict and Dancing ſeems to be wholly laid 
aſide. Where you might formerly have heard zowial, and it 
may be profane and ol ſcene Songs; you may now hear Pſalms 
and Hymns of Praiſe ſung to Gop, and to our LoRDIJESubs 
CHRIST. 

But now allowing it to be fo, ſome are ed to ſay, there 
is tha: to be put in the oppoſite Scale, which if it does not 
outweigh all that has been ſaid, will at leaſt bring Things 
upon an even Balance. 

But upon a fair Examination, I preſume it will be found 
to be far otherwiſe. As for that Pride and Vanity that is 
charg*d upon thoſe who have been wrought upon in the late 
Times, it ſeems to be much magnifyed ; tho? it is not un- 


likely that ſome have diſcover'd too great a TinQure of it 2 
A 
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A Degree hereof is what new Converts have been always 
liable to. It is what the Apoſtles caution'd ſuch apainſt ; 
what they ſhould ever be warn'd to beware of; and what 
they uſually themſelves ſoon ſee, and lament. 

And .then as to that wncharitable, and cenſorious Spirit 
that is ſaid to prevail among them; wherein they have been 
too ready to make their own Experiences in every Circum- 
ſtance a Standard whereby to determine the Caſe of others, 
or wherein they have upon any Account gone too far in ſuſ- 
pecting and judging their State (of which there may be too 
many Inftances) they are to be blam'd, and have many of 
them been brought to /e, and retraft their Error. But 
every one is cried out upon as uncharitable by fome, who do 
not look upon all to be good Chriſtians, and in a ſafeEftate, 
that profeſs to believe the Goſpel, let their particular Belief 
and Practice be almoſt what it will: eſpecially - for any tg 
deny that an external Conformity to the Precepts of it, is not 
ſufficient to bring a Man to Heaven: To declare that Mens 
blameleſs Lives, and good Morals will not fave them: that 
they may go a great Way, and dG a great many Duties in 
Religion, and yet be but almoſt Chriſtians, and finally mif- 
carry: that what they do in Religion muſt ſpring from a 
vital Principle within: that they muſt be born of Gop, and 
be Partgkers of his Image in this World, or they are unfit 
far Communion with him, and muſt neceffarily fall ſhort of 
Happineſs in another World. This is  condemn'd by ſome 
as raſh judging, and thought to be nothing better than enthu- 
faſtict Madneſs : whereas they are the Mardi of TRUTH and 
SOBERNESS. 

And then there is one Thing more, that is often ſpoken 
of as an ill Effect of what we ſome of us can't but eſteem as the 
Revival of Religion among us ; and that is, that there is a 
great deal of Quarrelling, and contending occaſion'd by it. 
And as to this, tho* thro' the unmerited Favour of Heaven, 
there has nat been ſo much of it here, as in other Places ; I 
don't pretend to affirm that we have been wholly free from 
it. It's poſſible, that ſome ſerious and pious Perſons, (tho” 
they have been often caution'd againſt it) may from a well 
meant Zeal have been too ready to engage in Diſputes, and 
too warm in the Profecution of them. And then thoſe that 
have been the Subjects or Encouragers of the Work that 
has been going on among us, have for this very Reaſon fall'n 
under 
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under the Anger and ill Will of many of their Acquaintatice, 
and it may be of ſome of their nearRelations ; and hence un- 
comfortable Animoſities have ariſen : But then is this any 
Thing more than muſt have been expected, ſuppoſing the 
Work to be from Gob ? Tho? it be the accidental, yet is 
it the faulty Cauſe of theſe Contentions? Is it more char- 
geable with them, conſider'd in it ſelf, than the i Preach- 
ing and Propagating of the Goſpel was, with the Hatreds, the 
Diviſions, and Perſecutions which our BLESSED SAVIOUR 
foretold ſhould be occaſion'd by it, and. which we are ſure 
follow'd from it? But then, tho* this Work thro? theCor- 
ruptions of Men may have accidentally been the Occaſion of 
Diſjention as to ſome 3; what a ſweet, and agreable Harmony 
has it from its own native Tendency produc'd among others ? 
T have known of long, and ſeemingly deep Antipathies that 
have been at once laid afide. Such as before did not care for 
the Sight one of another, upon their caſual meeting under 
this divine Influeuce, have receiv'd one another with the 
tendereft Affection, and diſcover'd an uncommon Complacency 
in each other. 4 

I have told you, that we remain'd much in the ſame Situ- 
ation thro* the Winter after you left us, that we were in 
when you went from us: But during the Courſe of theSpring, 
and fo of the Summer 1742, and Autumn following, tho* ſome 
that had for a conſiderable Time been under Darkneſs, and 
Diſtreſs, were brought into Light and Joy ; there was but 
now and then one that was brought under any new Concern. 
But thro the Winter 1742, 3. Inſtances of this Nature were 
ſomething more frequent, and there ſeem'd to be a general 
Revival of that ſerious Concern as to eternal Things which had 
appear*d for ſome Time to decline. 

We had many ſweet and delightful Sabbaths., And the 
bleſſed Js us has richly feaſted many of his dear Diſciples at 
ſundry of our monthly Communions. THE KING has brought 
them into bis Chambers : they have rejoyc'd and been glad in him: 
His Banner over them has been Love : They have ſat under his 


' Shadaw with great Delight, and his Fruit has been ſweet 10 


their Tuſle. 
« (To be continued.) * 
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N Gb of Fuste daft, which, was the Seats 177 
celebrating, che Sacrament. of the Supper j e 
others that were wrought upon in the Time of th 

Sermon, ane, ee Nele 5 to: the Communion, 
Kin: fat. in one of the alleries was fo far affected, and had 
e Frame ſo far weaken' d, that ſhe could not come 


de wn: and-the'- 
brough t up to her, it was no erceiv'd, and ſo went with- 
— exe But ſhe f ſweet! 6 0 upon the Brea „ and 


N afterwards, that it was the moſt bleſfed- Sacrament 
ſhe evet enjoy d: Towards the ciaſ af the lacredSplemaity, 
the Apel af moſt ai n 


5 hang ld Hm het tit way at firſt: and eee 
at upon the Countenance o — of them, ſo 28. ſoon as 
it was over, they could nat forbear expreſſing u, in the moſt 


ſweet and chearful Praiſes. There were, but few of them 
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can hear, they are carried on with a becoming 8 


an! Devotion. as * \ 

Thus I have giver ſome [Hints from 7444. you'l be 
able to gueſs what has Ne, wy þ nes is the State of Reli. 
gion among us. 

And now I am chafitenfthatcie * * beg waifing 
Gop on our Bebalf, ſo we have had, and ſtill have a Re- 
membrance in your Prayers, and earneſtly. deſire the Conti- 
nuance of them.” And may you; dear Sir, have more and 

more of the Preſence of Gop with you. May you be car- 
ried. thro” all the Reproaches and Difficulties that your firm 
Attachment to your dear REDEEMER'S Kingdom andintere/?, 
may expoſe you to, . Hay none of theſe Things move zou; and 
may you not count even your Life dear to vol, '/o that "pou Fri 
id N with Joy, and the Miniſtry you have recerved dc. 5 

1 am your very affeCtionate Brother, 

and F ellow Servant in the Goſpel &c. 


zs e ee eee William , 


Ry (33 7 
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Brief n of the e of Nel pio atBa ob er. 
about five Miles o the Weſt South Weſtward; of 
Bos rox, in a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Jams 
Arxex, Paſtor of the Chureh there, io the late Kev. 
Mr. Coop x, wrote the Foy after the En of 
. Paſtors in July lat. 


i. dren and dear $5. | 


M* . Balch has been pleaſed to come Wos far out tof bieWay | 


to bri me the glad | Tidings « of 81 un [ted Te imos. 
to the e G0. SLIP cl 21 #7; 0 


I am not able to expreſs the Joy ; with which Treceived the. 


News : and conſequent upon it, 1 was not able to come to 
Town toDay being very much inc iſpoſed by theHead-ach&c. 
but Sir, I was thoughtful of you, the Committee I mean, and 
now thank the Lok p that m ſecret Sup upplications are ſo ſud- 
denly and fully anſwered. * opts 3 

I did not gn in as ſome 250 tr Teſtimony ehterday 
to the E EP ans of the DIV IEE SPN in a Werk of Con- 


vicion and Grace along Us _'T thut ny being prefent was 


ſufficient,” and then by natutal Temper ever reſtrains me 
from 
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fore thoſe much wiſer 


(EILIDETEOL 
b had 1 
ſhort De- 


1 el 
been a very 


am as firm in t 


9 


Who but the GOD of Grace can make the Drunkard tem. 
perate; and the prodigal Son, a ſober ſerious Man &c? 
Which Tbings have been common in other Places to my 
frequent Obſervation : nor ate we deſtitute of ſome ſignal 
Inſtances of free and ſovereign Grace among is here. There 
have been Scores of Perſons under Aua enings; ye I have 
ſometimes thought there has not been a ſingle Perſon of my 
Congregation, but has been under more or leſs Concern about 
the important Matters of another Ws and what he-ſhcu'd 
do to be | Tho theſe Impreſſions I fear are worn 9 
in 165 Ae. As I have no Reaſon to doub t but 
ave been carri d on to a. /aund and ſav! g Converſion... d 
tions to the Church have been confiderable for Numbers, 
of ſuch as 1 hope thro' Grace ſpall be ſaved,and chiefly of yeunger - 
Perſons, and one of but eleven Years of Age, and another in 
the eleventh & laſt Hour, of Life, being above, ſeventy 3 


Three of a liberal Educatiom; #wo of them fince hopeful 
young Preachers. In ſome few the Terrors have been ſo great 
hat they:haye cried. out in ſtreſs in otbers the liberal 
Communications of dnine Light ard Joy have had th like 
One of our young Converts died the Ja, Fall in a very glori- 


ous and triumphant Manner z. the only one that has died 
among us be che dle Work began, 1 Was called to 
viſtt her about ten che Evening Zefore ſhe dit; and finding 
her very low in Spirit as well as Body, I tarried all the Nigbt, 
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ſametim cfg, 25 and e mes prayin with her; 155 
Reste ort. the Mo N ter "rayet, 
tirped her Pace i the Wall, and Jay ſtiff for a little 
and then broke out, and ſaid, Now 1a 1 really to die org 
am ready to die T immediately Rept to her, and ſaid, Chi14,, 
haye you feund CRRIS TH? 05 Jer, ſaid the, I have / nd him, [ 
5 ound bim I. aſked her, "If 17 Joe was now 2 ured of the 
e Juris tg ber She anfwered, Tam re fam 47 Ls 
Me I can Jeave. 9 9525 and Friends, and ai for CHRIST 1 
veet Jesus“ 0h the Anthems 
47 5 05 fw ben And otherExprefſiong 
f the like ber 16 dork h happy Frame ſhe continued 
bout uo or three Hours, and then breached out her Soul 
into the Boſom of Ess her Beſoved, Theſe Thingsare 
P Lon b's . and loutlly Aan Admiration and 
raiſe. | 


Come Loxp hug þ: bs SS Oh 


OO — 


— of Religion. in Nec Precio of . 
WATER in dhe Preuince of the NLASSACHUSET.TS, 
iu @ Letter from abe Rev, Mer. ge Balu o 
be Churco there. | 


Fo #he Auther of the CHRISTIAN ea v2 


Dye Eroridemce has caft m my Tat in Baie EWATER, 
in the County of  Plymouth,. about thirt) Miles South- 
bets from Bos * A Town ſertled i in the Year 1652, b 
Jumber of ſerious Chriſtians, . wherein there was a Church 

thered and the Reverend Mr. James. Keira, a Scotiſh 
pet tleman, ordained the Paſtor of it in 1653 ; who 
5 with them preaching the everlaſting Golpel about 

ty fix Years. 
Was 1 as to the People of the Town, 'I may further obſerve ; 
It. was remarked of them by Stran ons, as well as Perſons in 
— Neighbourhood, at their firf Jettling An pwn > 

at they were a People of the greateſt Modeſty and Sefiauf. 
N and moſt exact Is unctual and e e in diſchar- 
ging Al and ſecond able Duties, of any the were ac- 
quainted, with But this higb Character (with L. mentation 


let it be ſpoken) was not given them long: thay Gold foon 
became dim, and the mo fine Gold changed. For 4 * 
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ber of the firſt Planters, (pious Men and ex experimental 


Chriſtians) not being ſuffered to continue by Reaſon of 
Death; their Polterity (not haying their holy woe pi- 
oils Inttrhetiong and 20 l a, a don dew an gra- 
dually to decline, and depart, from the God of their . 
And thus they went op for ſeveral Years; until Religion was 
almoſt funk into a meer Form Fey had mote than a Name 
to live: In moſt, Gon ſeemed not in all their T boughts 3 
_ be was hot in their Mau ths, uſing his Name reve- 

ntly and to good Pur F. Lit of Gop, of Cukisr, 
of leaven, of the Haul, was to be found in the Converſation 
of thofe that paſſed for the beſt of Chriſtians. Experimen- 
tal Religion and the Power of Godlineſs, ene to nave 
taken their Fli t from Bridgewater. This I had A 
Advantage ah Opportunity to know, by Reaſon, of Probi ovi- 
dence calling me to keep School in all the Parts of the Town, 
before this remarkable Revival of Religion. 
Now in theſe Days of Dedlenfion.” neither Ordinances 
— 8 had much effect on the People. Indeed 

ſome ſore Diſtempers with which Gon was pleaſed to 
hi them, In multiplying the Slain, and the Minifters in 
the Town improving them by adapting their Diſcourſes to 
ſuch Seaſons of Mortality; ſome thro” the Blefling of Gov 
were 7 to a Concern about the Salvation of thejg 
Souls. Byr L have Reaſon to think that few of their Con- 
viftion; Iſſded in Canuerſiun, or their Diſtreſs in the Joy of 
the Lok D, or Comfort of the Hor v Grosr : But. tha 
moſt, of them reſted in various Duties, ſhot of a 9705 
Clofure with CHRIST. | 

And ſo in general they remained very ſecure, and uncon- 

cerned about the great and momentous Affair of ſecuring 
the Salvatign of the Soul ; *till ſometime in the Beg N of 
the Year- lb after the Reverend and dear Mr. N 
FIELD, Al 


verend Mr. TEynenT 7 beth 15 Mercy, 
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398 . Revival of Religion at Bridgwater. 
Way of Salvation by him: neither, was eſtabliſhed in the 


Do@rines of Grace; (tho? a Preacher, and one who endea- 
voured to inſtruct others in the Way) till I heard that Man of 
Gop. And if the Loxp had permitted me to have took 
the Overſight of a Flock, as I had a Call to do, and had given 
my Anſwer ; the Blind would have led the Blind, and. fo 
tis like both would have fallen into the Ditch. But he did 
not. Bleſs the Lok p, O my Soul, and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy Name, for what he did for me, thro' the In- 
ſtrumentality of that Man. And I was quickned & ſtrength- 
ned very much by Mr. TENNENT's excellent Sermons, and 
wes deſirous all ſhould hear them, as I had done, and urged 


many to it. 1 n 4 
Few of the People in Bridgewater heard Mr. WRITE. 
FIELD : but the moſt did Mr. TEN N ENT; ſor as this Man of 
Gop, who had Skill and Will to win Souls, was upon his 
Return home, and paſſing thro* a neighbouring Town in 
March 1740, 1. ſome of the Reverend Miniſters in Bridge- 
waty, with my ſelf, went to ſee him; in order to inyite 
him to vilit Bridgewater ; that we and our dear Charges 
might partake of his Gifts and Graces, and that he might 
have ſome Seals of his Miniſtry with us, as well as in other 
Places. And after ſome [ntreaties (for he was determined 
another Way, viz. to Freetewn and Tiverton) we gained a 
Promiſe from him, that (Gop willog) he would viſit us 
next Day. Accordingly. he came, and preached three Ser- 
mant in the Reverend Mr. PERKins's Meeting-Houſe in 
the Mastern Precinct; two in the Day, one in the Evening. 
And tho” the Warning was ſhort, the People in general not 
knowing it, till that Morning, and the Seaſon very difficult, 
by Reaſon of the Snow ; yet there was a large and crowded 
Aſſembly... They came from all Parts of the Town, (for 
INS IF that tho” in good Mr. KeiTtH's Day, there 
was butt ene Seciety, now there are ſœur ; to which, the Rev, 
Mr. DAN EL PER KiNs, JohN ANGIERS, JOHN SHAW, 
and my {ell ſtand ſeverally in paſtoral Relation); --- and 
many I believe went away bleſſingGop for theOpportunity ; 
tho* ſome mocked, It appears that ſome cloſe Hypocrites 
vere detected, ſome ſecure awakened, and many of gur oung 
B le convinced of, the Sin of ſpending away Days Nights 


in Singing and Dancing, and other youthful Yns, which they 
11 


were much addicted to before, and greatly delighted LING 
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' Aﬀter this, Religion was more talked of in our Town; par- 
ticularly the great Doctrines of our holy Religion were often 
the Subject of Converſation ; not for Strife and Contention 
but Information and Edification. : 
_ "The People now thre? the Town were very inquiſitive to 
know how Things were; having heard of theRevival of Reli- 
gion in ſomePlaces. They appeared of a very teachable Diſpo- 
ition : they were ſwiſt to hear the Word; an uncommon 
Thirſt after it appeared in them. Our Lectures (which 
were almoſt every Week in one Part of the Town, or ano- 
ther) were more generally attended than before, ' and with 
much greater Seriouſneſs and Solemnity ; which encouraged 
us the Minifters in the Town, to ſet up Evening Lectures, to 
be attended in all Parts of the Town ; which (excepting one) 
are upheld to this Time ; beſide all our Leffures in private 
Houſes, which have not been a few ; and occaſional Leflures 
from Strangers who came to viſit us: which I believe Gon 
has bleſſed, to the good of many Souls. Spiritual Clouds 
ſeem'd to be gathering apace; a Shower of divine and hea- 
venly Bleſſings ſeemed nigh being rained down on Bridge- 
zwater, and the whole Town becoming a Mountain of Ho- 
lineſs. O the delightful Proſpect we now had ! --- 
But I ſhall ſay no more with Reſpect to 2he other Societics 

in Conjunction with our own, or of the promiſing Ap- 

earances in them, and what Gon has done for them. But 
leaving this for their Reverend Paſtors to do; I come to 
declare more particularly what great Things the Loxp 
has done for the little Society called the North Precin, con- 
fiſting of near ſixty Families, over which I'was ordained the 
15th of Oftober 1740. | 1 
And as J obſerved, In the Beginning of the Year 1741, 
there was a viſible Appearance of a religious Concern on the 
Minds of many, eſpecially the young People; which brought 
them to leave their youthful Practices, of Singing, Dancing, 
Company-keeping, which before they efteemed lawful Re- 
creations; and took abundance of Pleaſure in. And ſome 
came to "Reſolutions not only to leave ſpending away den- 
ings. this Way, in which they bad ſo much diſhonoured 
Gop, and injured their immortal Souls; but to ſpend them 
in religious Exerciſes ; particularly the 'Sabbath . Evening.” 
which was ſpent before in Vanity, they propoſed to meet on, 


for the Service of Goo: As I found by a Letter directed 
e to, 
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to, and given me by one of the young. Men: of aun. 
ſigned by himſelf and, ſeveral others; wherein they ſi 


5 
their Concern of Soul, and Deſign to ſet up Evening Me 
ings, and deſire that others 5 75 with them, ; 28 10 
my Direction in, and Approbation of the Affair, and that 1 
would favour them with a Sermon to encourage them to 
hold on, and encourage others to join with them. This 
good Symptom did put Gladneſs in my Heart, more than 
when my Corn and Wine and Oil increaſed. ; and I readily 
lies with their Deſire: and accordingly they ſpent ever 
Sabbath Evening in Singing, Praying, Reading, and a ſuch 
like religicus E xerciſes. 

And now, being in the Spring 1741, chere appeared a 
conſiderable external Alteration in moſt of the h Pahl 
in the Place: which was obſerved and ſpoken of by diverſe 
in the Neighbourhood. Now Things looked very promiſing 
and, opel All Things ſeemed to be concurring, to brin 
about a glorious and, remarkable Reviva] of Religion : 7 
makg our Sons as Plants growing up in their Youth, | and our 
Dau 1.5 as Corner Stones palifhed after the. Similitude of a 
2 ut nothing ſo remarkable and gracious, as What 
J. be beſt Wine was not yet nene: 3 as, we 
—_ by happy, Experience afterward, 

(To be continued. ), 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"HIS is to put our Cuſtomers in Ming; that this 
Day Fortnight, viz. Saturday the 25th of this 
Month, ll be phie d the laſt Number of. our Chriſtian 
Hi ory or a Year. Aud fince. ſeveral bab 5 
preſs'd age, ſ well pleas'd with our Paper as 
earneſtly to defere iti Continuance, : This may ſignify thats 
provided, the Reverend iNiniſters, in this and the. nelg b. 
bouring Provinces and Colonies will pleaſe to ſend in _ 
ſuitableMaterials, we are willing to proceed in ro, hae 
Aud if ue do, we ſhall take it for granted e 
Subſeribers would have us ſend # het A the ſame Terms 
as in the Year Pall, wie they Jepify their Minds' 


to the contrary. 
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_ Chriſtian Hiſtory; 
Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in England Scotland and America. 
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Saturday FEBRUARY 18. 1743,4. Ne. 51. 


H S Deere ee 


The Rev. Mr. Pon TER Account of the Revival of 
Religion at Bridgewater finiſhed. 


of Gop, TI had a very lively Senſe of divine and 
eternal Things on my Mind from Day to Day. 
My Meditations run very much at this Time on 
the awful State Man had plunged himſelf into by the Fall: 
On Regeneration, its Inſtantaneity, Greatneſs, and Neceſſity: 
On Man's Weakneſs and Inability to help himſelf and effect 
this Change: On Man's Unworthine/s of Mercy; and the 
Fs. wa of Gop ſhould he damn him after he had done his 

' beſt : On CRHRISTH the only Way to the FATHER ; on his 
mediatorial Fulneſs and tranſcendent Glories ; on his perfect 
Righteouſneſs, as the only Matter of a Sinner's Juſtihcation 
before Gop. excluſive of all Works; on receiving it by 
"Faith On the Change of Heart that followed thereupon, 
how it left the Impreſs of the divine Image on the Soul : On 
the unſpeakable Sweetneſs and Satisfaction in a Life of Reli- 
gion and Communion with Gop : On Aſſurance of the Love 
of Gop; its Attainableneſs and Priviledge : On having our 
' Converſation in Heaven: On living like Creatures made for 
Eternity, and accountable to God : On our Capableneſs of 
enjoying Gop the chief and only Soul- ſatisfying Good for 
ever and ever. Theſe with ſome of the like Nature and 
Tendency, were much in my Mind. And I was therefore 
under ſome Conſtraint to inſiſt on them from Sabbath to 
Sabbath. Which I urged & preſſed with as great a Warmth 
and Pathos as I was capable of. And have Reaſon to believe 
that theſe Diſcourſes, thus delivered, on theſe Goſpel Sub- 
jects; (tho? it may be not with ſuch Accuracy and Correct- 
neſs as ſome not under a divine Influence might have inſiſted 
Lee upon, 


] - BOUT this Time, through the infinite Compaſſion 
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upon, and fo to them might have appeared Fooliſhneſs) were 
bleſſed to the Good of Souls, and were to tem the Ali ſdom of 
GOD and the Power of 0. 1 
Tho? but few, I believe, were as yet ſavingly converted 
and brought Home to CHRIST, yet the Concern on the 
Minds of moſt continued and increaſed thro* the ſucceeding 
Summer, The moſt were uncommonly thoughtful about the 
Salvation of their precious Souls. . ite 22 
But as I remember in the Beginning of the Fall 1741, Cen- 
victions ſeemed at a Stay, if not declining and wearing off 
from ſome. 2 | 
But upon this, Two young Aden of Bridgewater, who had 
been for a Time in CONNECTICUT (one had paſſed through 
his academical Learning and was keeping School there; the 
other was then a Member of Yale College) and had ſeen the 
great Things Go was doing for his People there; and in a 
judgment of Charity had felt and experienced much of the 
Pewer of divine Grace on their own Souls ; returned to 
Bridgewater to viſit their Friends. And O the Concern they 
appeared to have (and we have no Reaſon to think but it was 
real) for their Town's-folk, eſpecially fellow Youth, is not 
eaſily to be expreſſed : Which they manifeſted in all ſuitable 
and proper Ways. | 
They told our young People that on ſuch a Day, if they 
were willing, they would meet with them and fing and pray, 
and give them a Relation of the great Things Gop was do- 
ing in CONNECTICUT, and what he had done for them ſince 
they ſaw them laſt. To which they readily conſented. When 
the Day came, young and old went : And I believe I ſhould 
have gone, had I not been providentially abſent. Accord- 
ingly they did pray and fing with them, and gave them a 
friendly chriſtian E xhortation. And the Lok D was with 
them, I doubt not. Some were awakened ; and thoſe under 
Concern, had their Concern increaſed by Means thereof. And 
ſeeing ſuch Effects following, they went on in this Way for 
a While; if not at the Advice, yet at the Connivance of 
ſome of the Miniſters in the Town. And whether their 
Practice or our Connivance was juſtihable, as Things were 
then circumſtanced, I ſhall not take upon me now to ſay. 
But this I think 1 am obliged to ſay; That if I believe the 
Work going on ſo remarkably to be Divine, as I moſt firmly 
do, they were greatly ſerviceable in promoting it in my 
dear 
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dear Charge: Here I would obſerve; that theſe were che only 


Exhorters we have had. I think we have had no Appearan- 
ces of them fince. 7-4 Wert! 

After this that grand and important Qugſion was in the 
Mouths of m2/? of my People, eſpecially youmg People, What 
muſt oe do to be ſaved ?® Salvation feerr'd now to be the main 
Concern of their Souls, and the main Bufinefs of their Lives. 
Their ſecular Affairs were at this Time, in Appearance, 
made a By-Bufmefs. Meetings on Account of Religion were 


_ fought after, long'd for, frequently attended, exceedingly 


thronged. And at almoſt every Meeting about this Time 
(which were very frequent) it evidently appeared Gon was 
with us in the cenvincing & converting and comforting Inflitences 
of his SPIRIT. Some were awakened, many crying out un- 
der a Senſe of their Sin and Danger. Some hopefully cormvert- 
ed And ſome tranſported and over-born with a Senfe of the 
Love of Gop. I make not the leaſt Doubt, but there was 
Joy in Heaven among the Angels, as well as among the Saints 
on Earth, in feeing and hearing of the glorious Diſplays of 
the infinite Power and ſovereign free Grace of Gop at our 
religious Meetings. O it looked probable now that the 
whole Society, Old and Young, Black and White, would 
have been feized by the almighty Power and free Grace of 
Gop ; and would have been brought to have ſubmitted to a 
ſovereign Gow in CxRIS, and received a whole CIS 
with a whole Soul. My Soul did leap within me with Foy at 
the bleſſed Proſpect I now had of all joining Heart and Hand 
in travelling in the Way to eternal Glory, and of arriving 
there at laſt. But this bleſſed Shower did not long continue. 
It was not long before Gop (for our Sin in not improving, 
and our Ingratitude under thefe Showers of divine and hea- 
venly Grace) did depart from us as to the convincing and con- 
verting Influences of his SIR T. And many of thoſe that 
were under good Impreſſions, and had not received Comfort 
in CHRIST, which many had, gradually loſt them, and began 
to be ſomewhat carelefs and fecure again. Now and then, 
tis true, I had the Joy of ſeeing and hearing one convinced 
and converted, and it has been to this Time; but tis rare, 
like Gleanings after the Vintage. pes,” | 
Now alt along in this Time I did freely invite and gladly 
improve as I had Opportunity, all my zealous Fathers and 
Brethren. in the Miniftry, living in the Neighbourhood and 


E e e 2 that 


* Revival of Religion at Bridgewater 


that (travelled (who had been remarkably bleſſed. by God in 


promoting his Work) to preach to my People. I think I can 
truly ſay, (tho* the Spirit of Man luſteth to Envy) I am willing 
Gop ſhould ſend by the Hand, by whom he would ſend ; 
ſhould czrry on his own Work in his own Way, by ſuch 
Means end Inſtruments as pleaſes him; willing I am, at 
Times eſpecially, with St. JoHN. the Baptiſt to decreaſe, in 


Name, Succeſs and all fo that CHRIS T may increaſe, his 


Kingdom and Intereſt be advanced in my Charge, and thro? 
the World. And I don't yet repent of this my Conduct, but 
greatly rejoice in it. For as far as I can learn, every one 
that has been with us preaching the everlaſting Goſpel, have 
been . inſtrumental of doing Good to ſome Souls: And who 
would mourn at that? I will acknowledge that they have 
been greatlyſerviceable to thePeople of my Charge: They, and 
not I, are the ſpiritual Fathers of many of my Flock. Nor 
do I ſee any of the bad Effects of ſuch Conduct, which many 
talk of ; my People, ſuch of them as have been converted by 
the inſtrumentality of Strangers, love me their unworthy 
Paſtor better than ever, I doubt not : And therefore I have 
Reaſon to think, that had Miniſters been more free in invit- 
ing and improving neighbouring Miniſters, and them that 
travelled to their People; the Work of Gop would have gone 
on more gloriouſly, and would have prevented the unhappy 
Jarrs, Diviſions and Separations that have ariſen in ſome 
Places. AR. | 
But I'll return, and ſay, that in the Judgment of Charity, 
thro? the infinite Compaſſions of Gop, that the Number is 
not ſmall that have been ſavingly wrought upon among us 
in this great Day of Grace, and that are become real lively 
Chriſtians. I believe *tis not proper to ſay how many: tho 
I believe by what I can learn as many in Proportion to the 
Bigneſs of the Place, as almoſt any Place that has been re- 
markably viſited at this Day. We have had added to the 
Church between ſeventy and erghty; beſide a con/iderable 
Number that have owned the Covenant and been baptiſed, that 
have not ſeen their Way clear to come to the Ordinance of 
the holy Supper. The moſt of which are able to give to 
every one that aſks them with Meekneſs and Fear all the Sa- 
tisfaction that can rationally be deſired or expected, that they 
are real Chriſtians. They can give a clear, diſtinct Account 
of a preparatory Law-//ori in all the Parts of it; of their 
| | Diſcovery 
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Diſcovery of CHRIS in his Ability and Willingneſs to ſave 
them in particular, & every Way ſuited to their — * ir- 
cumſtances, to make them compleatly and eternally happy z 
of their cloſing in with him as offered in the Goſpel; of the 
Change of Heart; and ſo conſequently of Principles, Defires, 
Inclinations and AﬀeCtions that perceptibly followed there- 
upon. And of their Lives and Conver ſations,as far as I can ob- 
ſerve myſelf, and learn from the unprejudiced, are correſpond- 
ing and agreeing with their Experiences; They live in ge- 
neral as becomes the Goſpel, and evidently adorn the Doctrine 
of Go our Saviour. Ina Word, they appear to love Gor: 
and Men : which is expreſſed by a careful and conſcientious 
Diſcharge of Firft and Second Tae Duties; and. fo are truly 
religious. 

And now theſe, Gop is through his abpndiat l 
frequently viſiting and refreſhing by the gracious Influences 
of his HoL Y SPIRIT. Foraltho* Gon has almoſt departed, 
from us as to the convincing and converting Influences of his 
SPIRIT ; yet he has not, as to the guickening, ſandifying and 
comforting Teen thereof: Bleſſed be his Name for it. 
God is verily with us in our religious Meetings. "Tis fre- 
2 on Lecture-Days and on Lord' u- Days, while we are 

upplicating the Divine Majęſty, ſinging the high Praiſes of 
God, hearing his Word, celebrating the holy Supper, that 
we ſee ſome of the above-mentioned Influences. Some 
times many of them havę their frail Tabernacles oyerborn 
with a Senſe of the great and diſtinguiſhing Love of Gon 
the Fa T HER in contriving, Sox in purchaſing, and 8pIRIT 
in making Application of edemption to their Souls. Some- 
times they have ſuch a Senſe of the Perfectians of Gon, his 
Holineſs, Juſtice, Mercy, Faithfulneſs, &c. as greatly wea- - 
kens and overcomes the Body. They have often ſuch ſweet 
Taſtes of redeeming Love, and ſuch bleſſed Diſcoveries of 
the Glories of Gop, Beauties of CRRISH, Holineſs and Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven; as affects the Body, ſo greatly, that 

Spectators have been ready to conclude that it would have 
difſolved the natural T'ye and Union between the Soul and 
Body: and that their Souls would have actually diſmiſſed and 
left "heir Bodies, and been conveyed by. kind guardian 
Angels in a Chariot of Love to the Gop and Region of Love. 
O to ſee them in theſe Frames, is enough to make any New | 
Creature rejoice : Methinks tis enough to un: the 
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Souls, of all that have e rienced a Work of Grace, od 
fo know ſomething of e & Employment of Hea- 
ven ; to ſee them at theſe Seafons, like the 47 $ of Paradice, 
chanting forth the Praiſes of our glorious RE DEEM ER; 
They do in ſome low Degree reſemble the humble Wor- 
ſhjppers of Heaven. 

I am almoft ſure that none that have bad given them, A 
final, a little Taſte of the ſpecial Grace of Gop, (tis fo 
ſweet) will with the elder Brother in the Parable, ſtumble 

and wonder, tho* others are C 0 n the fatted Calf, or 
have larger Meaſures ; but will be able to Lone for the 
Muſick and dancing, the Joys and Rejoycings of returning 

Is, and will come in, and rejoyce with them. Fo 

tis undeniably, true, that by a litt here, we can tell what 
a great Dral means. And to ſee re Effects theſe Diſcoveri 
have on them; how humble, holy, heavenly, loving, and 
weaned from the World they. are for a conſiderable Time 
after, is abundantly refreſhing and ſatisfying, and confirms 
further that their Diſcoveries are true and genuine. Thus 
they are frequently viſited and taught by the Hol y SIR T: 
ſo that they are grow! "s Chri/tians, in Grace and Knowledge. 
In Grace, every true Viſit evidently transfarms them. more. 
and more into the divine Image and I Likeves. In Knnwledgs,, 
tis wonderful to. ſee how their Knowledge is increaſed, as. 
to Gop, CHRIST, the Doftrines of ( Grace ; 3, and as to them 
ſelves, their own Hearts, the Pride, Envy, e 
and Ingratitude of them: They ſee and know ſo woe 6 
their own Vileneſs, that every one looks on; himſelf as 
moſt unworthy, and greateſt Miracle of Mercy, and 225 
beholden and indebted. to the free Grace of Gap : Th 
are Jabouring after progreſſive Holineſs, to be perfect as their 
HEAVENLY FATHER is perfect. Gop grant their Path 
may continue to be as the ſbining Light that ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect Day. 

Now of this Fader many of them were, before this Day 
of GOD*s ſearching our Feruſalem with Candles, as erat and 

in the Performance of the Zxternals of Religion, (as far- 
as could be obſerved by Man,) as ond among, us, and had, 
gained the 5 of their Nei 1 now {+ 45 0 
built upon the ſandy Foundation 0 their i own Righteouſ; 
ſo had periſhed: eternally natwithſtanding cheir b 
fellions,& the good Opinion of others, had noted i in ies 
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nn. to ſee the Way of Salvation by Cn TrsY, 
and enabled them to embrace it. Ormay all Profeſſors every 
where examine the Foundation they build upon for eternal 
Happineſs; and ſee they don't deceivt e 3 lone 
did among us *till this Day of great Grace! MIGHT 

The reſt that have been wrought upon ws us bre 
dee moſtly young Lend. who were not Penne the full 
Senſe before. T 

As to'Chiltren, davis 3 1 dueſt not h any .nrackutioded 
in the aboveſaid Number ; tho” they were at firſt when the 
Work began under ſome- Concern. of Soul; yet it ſeems 
worn off, they are Children fill. 

As to the vicious and immoral ; we had ſome, tho” I believe 
is few as in moſt Places. But T don't obſerve : any remarka- 
ble Change and Alteration in them. Fho' the Revival of 
Religion ſeems in ſome Meaſure to check and reftrain them 
from that Boldneſs in ſinning that appeared in them before. 
We are generally, thro* the Goodneſs of Gop upon us, 
united and agreed in the Belief of the Verbs being divine; 
and are uſing ſuch Methods as Gon directs to, and bleſſes in 
promoting and carrying of it on. O how good and 7. tis 
for Brethren of one Society to dwell together inUnity. It is like 
the precious Ointment, &c. As the Dew of Hermin, &c.--- For 
there the LoRD Anda the Bleſſing, even Life Freer Pt. 7 

As to; Antinomiamfm and ent huſiaſtical Frenzies; there are 
little or no Appearances among us. Indeed there is thata- 
mong us that an Arminian would account Antimomiantſm, and 
one that never felt the Power of divine Grace on his own 
Heart would account Entbuſiaſm. But this don't make it 
ſo. As far I am capable of judging, their Principles and 
Practices are ſcriptural. Gop giant I may never have the 
melancholly ion to think or fay otherwife. 

As to Trances, Fiſions, e we have none,and think have 
had none from the ning. 

And now I would thankfully acknowledge and heartily 
ble6 Gap for his diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs to me and my 
Charge : in giving us to fee, and live im a Day of ſuch great 
Grace as this is ; And in making ſo many of us Partakers of 
his ſpectal Grace : Wuom Tmiake not the lealt Doubt, all 


the Saints of Gop will ere long fee, cloathed in white, at 


the right Hand of JesUs, and with him entering into ever- 
laſting Habitations ; to Join the heavenly Quire, in tuning 
their 
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their Golden Harps in Songs of '' Praiſe to the ETERNAL, 
TRAR EER; the FarHER, for his Mercy, the Sox for bis 
Merit, and the HoLy GHos r for his Efficacy, forever and 
ever. Lord Je8Vs be like a Roe or a young Hart on the 
Mountains of Separation. Alte. 21 HUGE k 
- Bridgwater, Octob. oe R390 47% Jon PoR TER. 
rene ien e cer ee gray 1 30 
P. S. The above Account as far as it relates to the Riſe, 
Progreſs and Continuance of the Work of God, among 
Us was read to our Church, and. voted by them to be a 
true and faithful Account according to their Judgment. 
„eilt on hlid 216 als ei. 
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A Brief Account of the Revival of Religion at SOMERS 
in the County of Hampſhire, in the Province of the 
Maſſachuſetts ; in @ Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
' SAMUEL ALLIS 40 ihe late Rev. Mr. CoopER of 

Boſton, | oft yP 


| Somers, May 224. 1742. 
ev. and dear Sir, 
| a the ſmallAcquaintance I have had with your ſelf, and 

knowing how much your Heart is ſet upon the Advance- 


ment of the: Intereſt of ,CyrisT and his Kingdom in the 


World:; I perſuade my ſelf it will be grateful to you to hear 
of the Flouriſhing of Religion in any, Part of the Land. 
Gop hath been in a moſt wonderful Manner pouring out of 
his SPIRIT»upon many Towns in this County: But I think 
none have ſhar'd ſo plentifully (I don't ſpeak by Way of 
boaſting, but acknowledge the; ſovereign Grace of Gop) of 
the Power, the Grace, and Mercy of Gop, Cenvincing of 
Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and Judgment, and of being brought 
to the Zmbracement of the Lox D JESUS CHRIST upon the 
Terms of the Goſpel, as this People hath. To GOD be all 
the Glory: All the Praiſe belongs to him. There is ſuch an 
evident and apparent Alteration, in the, Lives, Converſation 
and Tempers of Men that I am ſure nothing but the almighty 
Power and Grace of GOD could effect. 


( To be continued.) 
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＋ flls r me with Tears of ſurprizing Joy to ſee that Love 
to the Houſe of Gop and hit M onſbip, that ſeeming 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction there is in attending upon all 
religious Duties, even in thoſe that in Times paſt ſeem'd 
to live unmindful of Gop and his Worſhip. Some who ſel- 
dom came to the public Worſhip of Gop on the Lora - Day 
do now conſtantly and devoutly attend thereupon : and not 
only the Worſhip of Gop on the Lord's-Day, but on the 
WiekDay.. The Houſe of God is very much fill'd; where 
a public Lecture hath been preach'd once a Fartnight for ſome 
Time; and for ſome Months paſt almoſt conſtantly once a 
Week. And there is not only a devoutAttendance hereupon 
by thoſe Perſons that ſeem'd to be almoſt without a Form of 
Religion ; but thoſe Perſons are conſtantly meeting together 
once or twice a Week on the Evening, to ſeek Gop by Few. 


There is but one Night in theI/eek as I am informed, but what 


elderly or \ middle: Aged or young People or Children meet toge- 
ther in different Parts of the'Town in Companies, to pray to. 
Gop and ſingPraiſes to him. And what is very remarkable, 
Children that could not be perſuaded thro” Fear without Dif- 
ficulty to ſtep out of the Door in a dark Evening, will now 
go alone #100 and ſome three Miles thro? a thick Wood, to 
join together in praying, reading, and finging Pfalms : the 
dark Night is no Hindrance to them, nor the Badneſs of the 
Weather. Thoſe Youths that delighted themſelves in Fro- 
licking and Miſchief, have wholly left it off; and ſay, they 
take more Pleaſure and Satisfaction in ſervingGop, than ever 
they did in the Ways of Sin and Satan. Lea, thoſe Things 


that were pleaſing to them, are now as the Gall of Aſps —4 
F ff Worm wood 


| 
| 
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Wormwood. Some Heads of Families, as far as I can learn, 
that never pray'd in their Families, are Py, conſtant therein 
Morning and Evening. 

Some that have wrong'd others in theſrNames and Eſtates, 
have frerly and voluntarily | confels'd their Faults and made 
Satisfaction. I know of many ſucb Inſtances. 

Quarrels and Contentions between Neighbour : and Neigh- 
bour which have ſubſiſted for many Vears, and no Means 
could effect a Reconciliation, are now at an End: and there 

is ſeemingly an hearty Love and, Affection to each other, 
Thoſe Perſons who were ſome what addicted to Swearing and 
very much to vain frothy Expreſſions, have wholly left 
them off, and have a Savour of Religion in all their 
Diſcourſes") ** 1 

It would take up a great Deal of Time, more perhaps 
than you would be willing to ſpend in reading, if I ſhould ate. 
tempt to let you know the warious' Impreſſions that are made 
upon the Minds of Profeſſors, whereby ſuch a Change is 
wrought. To inſtance in a few Particulars. 

Some have a great Senſe of the Majefly of Gon, which 
hills them with Fear and Trembling; and a Senſe of their 
own Nothingneſs, which makes them to cry out, Tama 
orm and ns Han. 

: Some have a Senſe of the Helineſs of Gop, and fora long 
Time can*t be brought to think that ever God will admit 
fuch finful and unholy Creatures into the heavenly World 
when they, die. 

Some have a Senſe of the Power of Gon, and his Ability 
to ſave Sinners. 

Some have a Senſe of the Beauty, of the e eee 
Love of CHRIST, which draws forth their whole Souls 
ro him. | 

Some have a Senſe of the evil and vile Nature of Sim. To 
ſome, particular S ius are fo ſet home to their Conſciences, as 
that they are in dreadful Diftreſs and Anguiſh of Spirit Day 
and Night for ſome Weeks together, before they find Eaſe 
far their burthen'd Souls. 

Some have a Senſe of the Evil of Sin in genera, and par- 
tieular Sins not ſet home to their Conſciences remarkably. 
Qthers, particular Sins fill with great nn e 
duch an one] was ſent for to converſe with, ' | - 
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lei was a Chili about nine Years of Age, which ſeem'd to 


me to be in as great Anguiſh and Diftreſs by Reaſon of ſome 


particular Sins, as if it had actual Flames of Fire ſeiz'd on 
it. There were ſeveral Children in the Room and Negroes: 
unto whom it addreſsꝰ d it ſelf, particularly warning 'em of theſe 
and thoſe Sins for which She ſaid ſhe muſt burn in Hell: It 
addreſs'd herſelf to the Negroes; ſaying Don't go to Hell 
« with me, 1 would go alone, I don't deſirr Indians and Negroes 
& ſhould be as miſerable as Þ ſpall be by and by.” L advis'd her 
to lift up her Heart to Gop in Prayer for Mercy : and ac- 
cordingly ſhe did, and made Uſe of this Expreſſion in the 
moſt lively Manner; ** Good LORD let me ſee all my Sins; 
« but don't let me ſee them all at once; let me ſee ibs as 1 
©& can bear them : if thou letigſt me ſee them all at once, I ſhall 
«© immediately go to Flell. 

Some other Inſtances there have been among us of Children 
and. Youth ; whoſe Anguiſh and Diftreſs for Sin hath been fo 
great, that I can no Ways deſcribe it to you, to convey a 
true and lively Idea thereof. 
And ſome who have been in great Diſtreſs, have had in 
due Time' proportionable Joy and Comfort : and others 
again not. Gop hath infinite Ways almoſt, if I may ſo ex- 
preſs it, of beginning and carrying on his own Work in the 
Hearts of the Children of Men. 

- There have been ſome among us of all Ages and Saxes that 
have ſhar'd in the boundleſs Riches of Gop'sGrace : middle- 
aged Perſons, elderly ; and one of ſcventy-fix Years of Age hath 
been as Jam in Charity bound to think, a Subject of the 
amazing Power and Grace of Gop. 

Chriſtians have been wonderfully fill'd, enliven'd and 
quickened by the SIR IT of Gop. But the ri/ing Genera- 
tion lath'in a more general and remarkable Manner ſhar'd in 
the Out- pouring of the SPIRIT of Gop. | 

I have given you a ſhort but imperfe&t Account of the 
wonderful Things Gor hath done and is doing among us. 
But you would think ( I may fafely ſay) that the one Half 
had not been told you, if you knew the Circumſtances of 


thisPeople in Times paſt, & what they are now. We are *. 


moſt in every Reſpect a reformedPeople. To Gon be all 
Praiſe and Glory, I Ike + | 
I would intreat your' Prayers'at the Throne of Grace, 
both for me and this People; that we may have ſtill the 
MF Ffrf Tokens 
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Tokens of the divine Preſence, and that we may live upꝰ to 
the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Mercies of Gop manilelgh 
toward a ſinful and backfliding People. 51 
From ysur unworthy Servant and Fellow: Leber: 71 
| In the Goſpel Mini i/try, | 
SAMUEL . ALLIS. 
N. * Months ago, we ſet a part a Day of public 
Thankſgiving to GoD,, for the Revival of Religion, and 
the remarkable Out-pouring of his SPIRIT. And 1 
think there were evident Tokens of God's om 

us and accepting of our Sacrifices. 


2 


—— — 
— —————_ 


Rosius of. Religon at MiDDLEBOROUGH in the County of 
PLYMOUTH, about thirty-ſeven Miles South Eaſtward of 
Boſton : in a Letter from the Rev. Mr.PETER IT HACHER 
Paſtor of the Firſt Church or Eaſterly PrecinCt there, to 

- the Rev. Ar. Prince of Boſton. 


Kev. & D. Sir. Middleborough, Dec. 21. 1741. 
1 Take this Opportunity to give you a more particular Ac- 

count of the glorious Work of Conviction and Converſion of 
Souls the ſovereign GOD is lately carrying on by the Preach- 
ing of the Word, I do it, Sir, that Gop may have the /#/ 
G of his Grace, to ſilence Gainſayers, and encourage the 
Hearts of thoſe engag'd in and purſuing this Work. 

It hath been a Time of fatal Deadneſs thro' the Town. 
Religion dying, Prayers dropt in many Families, the Ways 
to Zion unoccupied : But one I think in the Space of near 
tt Years that had offer'd to Communion, Some Half a 
Doren had been rouzed by Mr. TENNENT's Preaching : 
but they were before blameleſs Profeſſors. Theſe with ſome 
conſiderable Additions to their Number were again awak- 
ened by the Miniſtry of the pious Mr. Roo ERS. Vet tho” 
their Convĩctions were remarkable, they ſeem'd to give no ad- 
ditional Strength to the Power of Religion; 2 among 
thoſe that had the Form of Godlineſs before. But hereby 
Go was preparing me ſome ſweet Helpers ; tho' the Devil 
from this Circumſtance took Occaſion to reproach this 
Work: ſo that from this Time I may date the open Strife 
between the Houſes of David and of Saul that yet ſubſiſts. 
The Enmity and Oppoſition to this Work in all the Parts of 


it, 


n NEWEN Gn. 


- a 
it, is with utmoſt Art and Induſtry propagated. ; ſup- 
ported with the moſt palpable Lyes, falſe Inſinuations, and 
injurious Reports, and many other Ways to ſcatter the Seeds 
of Diviſion among us; of which we were languiſhing by the 
deep Wounds before.. | ; | 
To return, it was on @ Tueſaay,. Ibemoan'd my ſad Caſe, 
to the neighbouring Miniſters at a, public Lecture; propos'd 
a Faſt the next Meeſ on the J/eadnaffay ; and had the ready 
Promiſe of the Company of diverſe of them. The Friday after. 
Gop ſent that dear VouthMr. Cock ER. He preach'd ito. 
Sermons : conſiderable Meltings. Saturday Morning preach'd 
another: aſtet the Exerciſe was over, ane cried- out bitterly, 
that affected many. Diverſe mare were wounded on the 
Sabbath e the Evening after. which, my Room was fill'd with 
diſtreſs*d Souls. Next Day Mr, Crocker. came again and 
preach'd: the Aſſembly generally melted, but ſilent; till 
the Bleſſing given, and we had got without Doors, when 
there were many, I ſuppoſe I may ſay near ane Hundred cried 
out. We return'd,and loudly invited them into the Meeting 
Houſe again, which they crowded into with loud Screiches, 
wringing of Hands, and Floods of Tears, that could not be 
altogether ſilenced to attend the farther Prayers made with and 
Counſels given to them. Many of theſe Diſtreſs'd were of 
the neighbouring. Pariſhes. As I was, turning from the 
Crowd, many whiſper'd thus in my Ears, O my dear Mi- 
« nifter 1 neuer loved you before, but now. I do. & c. My Rooms 
thatNight were crowded. I preach'd to them; to which they 
ve ſilent and ſerious Attention. But Oh, after the Service, 
what Heart- affecting Crys ! One crying to another, 0 
« [am going to Hell ! I have frolick'd, with you and fanned 
$6 with you" O what diſmalCompany ſhall we be one for another 
c in Hell O the Hours and Nights we have ſpent in Singing 
C and Dancing and frolicking Mirth ! On every ſuch Word, 
they would anew ſcreich, cry, condemn, and warn each other: 
and I think it went round the Rooms; O th curſed Frolicks / 
They had ntver prayed in their Lives / bad nat bear tend to any 
Counſels, hut ſhun'd their Miniſter as a, Serpent, for fear of ſome 
Counſel or Reproc/. | f 
Tue ſaay Night I preach'd again, being the Evening before 
the Faſt; A tedious Storm it was: yet a conſiderable, Aſ- 
ſembly. The Fa- Day, a crowded Aſſembiy: and many 
crying out after the Exerciſes were over. Since which there 
N have 
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have been ordinarily 4 every Sermbr möts or le undd, 
28 appear*d aſterwards. ele Ron: 1 | 
J will now obſerve; "or whom chiefly this Work hath taken 
hold, and how it operates. It hath in the firſt Place, awak- 
ened many Church Members, where it firſt began. They were 
detected of their Heri. One told me, He aid but 
«« delude me, tohen he offered himſelf t» Communion ; he took 
« more Pleaſure in a Frolick, than at the Lord's Table FT 
«© rather be with Singers and Dancers and rude Jeſters than 
« with ſerious Perſons.” © Another, That notwithſtand- 
<« ing his Profeſſion, he was glad to be diverted, as he often 
« was, from ſecret and family Devotion”. Others convin- 
ced of ſecret Wrongs they had done to the Name and Eftats of 
others, of which they never were ſuſpected. More than a 
Score of theſe Inflanc?:s, And can this be from any other than 
the HoLy SpixIr of Gon ? Others confeſling their ſecret 
Prejuiices to their Miniſters ; yet never ſuſpected. Numbers 
brought to pray in their Families, to inſtruct and i, their 
Children. © The Tavern Clubs all divided. To give you a 
feeling Inſtance. The 4% Monday was a general Military 
Mufter of three Companies. I was told that one of the Heads 
of thoſe Clubs got a Chamber full of his Companions about 
him; and there with many Tears, related the Trouble he 
had endured for his Sins with them in that very Chamber; 
and then as well as he could painted out his Terrors for thoſe 
Sins, beg'd and warned them to repent in Time. That 
Evening before ſeven o' Clock they were generally divided in 
the ſeveral Neighbourhoods into little prayingAﬀlemblies : but 
— obſerved to be diſguiſed with Drink. Can this be from 
other than the SpIRIT of GD? | 

oſe under this Work are exceeding full of Dive one to 
another; even where old Grudges were before. Religion, 
eſpecially the Nature, Neceſfity and Marks of Convers1on, 
is become the general Subject of Converſation. But few 
have appeared with ſuch Tranſports of Joy, as in other 
Places; but have attained to ſome comfortable Hopes that 
they do'not reſt ſhort of CHRIST. Thoſe who have had 
ſuch Joys, tell me they arrive to it in this Way; Firſt a- 
wakened to fee the many and horrible Acts of Sin thro? their 
Lives; then led to a View of their Original Sin, the Guilti- 
neſs and utter Helpleſneſs of their Condition, of the Suffici- 
ency of Jesus CHRIST: They deheld him in his Vote, 
| embrace 


z Parſons: ++ 2 2 is lo 0 
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embrace and go out ti the Promiſe, and On RST inthe 
Promiſe ; and this the Foundation of the Comfort: They 

feel the Change in their Wills. Coming from an Evening 
Lecture, I aſk'd an Ix pA Woman, ++ all lem is if 


ruitb your: Sou O Sir, ſaid: ſhe, I am a ufa, 
4 impotent, odrous, wretched Creature; but when I cum get u 


4% a. Promiſe, CHRIST helping me, I find Comfort and Neff. ““ 
Bebold O Deſpi ſers and wonder, & . This is indeed à com- 


mon Anſwer I have from ſeveral Indians One Child of 


about zine Years eld, another about ſeven, beſides ſome 
| . Der ee 

The Complaints'af the Awatened are various. Generally 
of Heart-Plagues : thePain of which made one of the ſtrongeſt 
young Men in Town ſweat in'a cold Seafors, ' Some of /þ;- 
ritual Ignorance. -' Some of one Sin, ſome of another. All of 
their Pride and Ob/tinacy of Will, and Emmity of Heart to an 
holy Gop : this Complaint general. Apain, their Help they 
ſeek by the reading and hearing Gon's Hard: That's now 

precious to them: they ſee it a Rule, a perfect Rulꝭ of Faith 
and Prattice  T hey areigreedy to hear it preach'd.. I have 
public Lectures every Tueſday & Friday and from the Meeting 
Houſe, they follow me to my own, for another Sermon : ſo 
that one Sermon doth not ſatisfy them in a Day, tho?. often 
revolving, and from a feeble weak decay'd old Man too. 
To conclude, where the York is deep and effectual, it ap- 
ars with fervent Devotion in and to all the Acts of ſocial 
Communion with Gop ; Praying, Hearing, Singing, holyCon- 
Terence, frigt Sabbath-Sandtification, a new Turo of Thoug't 
on ſpiritual and eternal. Things, and a new Flame of Aﬀec- 
tion to them and Delight in them. | I can't deſcend into 
Particulars ; Time is precious with me, and I can't attend 
all in their Deſires. | 5 : 

Now if theſe Inſtances, which might bemultiply*d,axe judged 
of in a ſcriptural Light; I think all the regenerateWorld,not 
bias'd & prepoſſeſs d, muſt judge. this to hear the trueCharadte- 
ri/ticks of the genuine Work of the Hol SPIRIT, and can't 
without Blaſphemy againſt the Hol y GHos x be imputed to 
an evil Spirit. Ob that the Diſpiſers would believe CHRTSH 
for biet#erks:/ake : or doubtleſs if they dont. they maſk won- 
der and geriſh,, The Oppoſitions to it, ' Miſrepreſenfations 
and Accuſations of it, are but ſo many Arguments to prove 
it a divine Work, and an Evidence that the holy Gen i 
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tation, that annoys and follows me, even until Death. To the 


? 
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oniakicig great Haſt to encompaſs his Ele: and when chat is 


over, the Door will be ſhut / Wo to them that ſhall be left 1 
W hat this portends, the Lox p will prepare his Jewels for; 
notwithſtanding, the worſt that can be ſaid to defame or leſſen 
the Glory of CHRIS in it. May the Word of the Lox p run 
more and more; and ourREDEEMER be more and more glo- 
rity'd ! Dear Sir, help me with your Prayers, that I may be 
found faithful, in every Capacity, under every Trial & Temp- 


Grace of our dear LoRD {4 recommend Ton deſire to be 
by you recommended, and am N unw 


= | 
Brother, ** 5 Wat Frrza 


* 


wo can deſcribe the Joys that oY 
Thro? all the Courts of Paradiſe, 5 
To ſee a Prodigal return, W N 
Io ſee an Heir of Glory born. 


With Joy the FAT HER doth approve 
The Fruit of his eternal Love ; 
The Son with Joy looks down and ſees 
The Purchaſe of his Agonies. 


The Srikir takes Delight to view. 
The holy Soul he ſorm'd anew 30 
And Saints and Angels join to a - 4; EE TY 
The growing, Ane of their KI N G. u 


—̃ — 


r e rom . 72 Tay. 
po 321, J. 20. read FEET: I and diſhonourable 
326, 1. laft but 12, r. Hope that is within them, 
75 327 1. 14. r. to be Plaſantneſs ; 
- 284, |. laſt but 4, r. Generality of 2 
p. 384, l. 28. r. till it was late 
p. 404, 5 4, r. the Hand of Whom 
p. 4055, |. 7 r. And their Lives . 
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